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We’re in Exodus chapter 14.  We’re going to cross the Red Sea.  How many are excited?  We’re going to cross the Red Sea!  (  I think it’s safe to say that all of us to, certainly one degree or another, have experienced this dynamic.  You had kind of a vision, a desire, a hope, a longing, something you’re working towards, and it looks like kind of everything is just falling in place, your hopes are all built up; and then, for whatever reason, the whole thing comes crashing down—doesn’t happen.  Devastated, you’re going, “What…?!”  Right?  The thing that you thought was so much God’s Will, it seemed to be going so well, doesn’t turn out.  Something else happens that you look at, and you look at the previous thing in perspective with this new thing, and you say, “God, thank You for this new thing.  This is better than that over there.”  Am I making sense? 

This is the dynamic here with Israel in this 14th chapter. As we left them at the end of the 13th chapter, God had delivered them mightily from Egypt, hadn’t He?  Delivered them from slavery, hadn’t He?  On one hand you would think that living in Egypt, even as slaves, they were relatively comfortable, satisfied.  They had learned to adjust to a certain life.  God had delivered them powerfully from slavery in Egypt, and now He brings them to the edge of the desert.  They’re camped at the edge of the desert.  They’re anticipating now this appointment at Mt. Sinai and then moving across the desert to possess the Promised Land.  It looks sooo hopeful.  But in chapter 14, God has them turn back.  They’re on the verge of going forward.  They can hardly wait, no doubt.  But then He has them turn back.  

You know, life, we know, can many times be difficult.  Sometimes life just seems to be downright cruel, doesn’t it?  No let-up.  And it really, really causes you to question a lot of fundamental things that you profess to believe in and hope in.  Everywhere and every day people face all manner of things.  People face disease.  People face accidents, suffering.  People face losses—loss of jobs, income, loss of health, loss of relationship, even death.  And many times, these things are unexpected.  I know as I look through the congregation this morning…I know a number of you who have lost spouses or parents or even children…unexpectedly…devastating.  It’s almost cruel.  You almost think and say, “How much…?  Why God?  What…what possible good could this serve?  Everything seemed to be…had so much potential.  And now, it’s all just kind of crushed.”  The cry of the human heart can almost be heard, “God, where are You when I really need You?”  Now we can, by faith believe that He’s there—and we need to, and we ought to, if you will.  But sometimes, and it seems more times than not, we don’t feel like He’s there.  “Where are You when I really need You?!!”  

This is the very situation that Israel is going to face as we unfold this chapter.  Again, they’ve been freed from slavery.  They’ve had great potential, great hope.  It looks like it’s just going to be a new day.  But as it turns out, it seems like they’ve been freed for the purpose of just being hunted down in the wilderness just like animals.  They’re going to find themselves quite unexpectedly trapped between the Red Sea and the onrushing Egyptian army—the most powerful army in the ancient Near East.  Israel would find itself up against insurmountable odds.  And there are times in our lives—every one of us, there isn’t a single one of us that isn’t touched by this at various points in our life—we look at the odds arrayed against us, just that which we can see, and they look almost insurmountable.  “How am I ever going to get through this? There doesn’t seem to be any solution.  There doesn’t seem to be any opening.  I don’t see any hope!”  

Now, it’s important to remember because we tend to be somewhat shallow in our perspective, would you agree?  You have to have some “through vision.”  Sometimes we blame circumstances, sometimes we blame God, sometimes we blame others for what’s going on.  Now, that can be very logical to us sometimes.  But I want you to think differently.  The problem facing the Israelites…the problem would NOT be the Red Sea, the problem would NOT be Pharaoh and his army.  May I suggest to you that the problem was the hearts of the Israelites.  

Beloved, God is always at work in us, isn’t He?  Transforming us, changing us, moving us, growing us.  If the truth be known, I’d just like to kind of sit down and be satisfied where I’m at, wouldn’t you?  I mean, “I’m ok.  I’m doing all right.  I don’t need more growth.  Well, I do…but I don’t, right?” (  “Don’t push me!  Don’t make me give a testimony!  Don’t make me stand up.  Don’t make me go to mini-church.  Don’t make me get into a discipleship group.  Don’t bug me!  Let me just hide and be comfortable.”  

No, the problem was with the hearts of the Israelites—the secret thoughts of the heart.  On the outward we can look very good but on the inward there’re some problems.  And they’re attitudinal; and they’re perceptional problems—problems of the heart.  We say things like, “God, why are You allowing this to happen?”  Now, on one hand, it’s legitimate to ask the question.  But on the other hand, we should say, “Wait a minute… God, You’re allowing this to happen.  Ok.  Your Will be done.”  “Why me, Lord?  This is not fair!!”  Anybody ever thought that?  If only we’d stayed in Egypt life would be sooo much simpler.  See, these attitudes betray every human heart.  

The problem is not with the situation around us; the problem is not with “the Boss,” “the Spouse,” “where I live,”  “the Landlord.”  The problem is not with that.  The problem is inside me—it’s my heart; it’s my attitudes.  In fact, Scripture will tell us, as we read the chapter shortly, that the people of Israel bitterly accused Moses and God of being unfair, of being, indeed, cruel.  Moses knew that God was in complete control of the situation, and he pointed the people to God.  He pointed them to God!  

It’s like when you come for counsel, and you’re not sure what to do, and the Pastor says to you, “Trust the Lord.”  And you say, “I WANT MORE THAN THAT!!”  That’s all there is.  It sounds trite.  It sounds so simple…and it is!  But that’s what it all boils down to.  Trust the Lord!  We point people to God.  We point people to God!  God is the solution.  And He was, indeed, preparing to do something tremendous.  He was preparing to do something so extraordinary, so marvelous that it would be recorded as one of the greatest acts of all of human history and indeed, the centerpiece of the Old Testament.  God was going to make His people eyewitnesses—no disputing, eyewitnesses of His great power.  

The same power that would deliver you and me from a life of hopelessness, a life of sin, a life of slavery, that same power that miraculously comes into our life and changes us and sets us from the very grip and power and penalty of sin, and it’s the same power of God that sets those Israelites free with a miracle…it’s the same miraculous power that is one day going to set us free from the presence of sin in our life in these fallen bodies.  We have an incredible hope!  It’s that same power of God that spiritually sets us free that also will come to bear on our life to deliver us from any trial in any circumstance.  God makes His people eyewitnesses of His power—His delivering power.  He is our hope!  He’s our ONLY hope!!  There is no other.  We don’t trust in the world.  We don’t trust in the systems of the world.  We don’t trust in the governments of the world.  We don’t trust in anything man-made…thought up by man.  Our hope and our trust is in God.  

Read with me this chapter.

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Tell the Israelites to turn back….”

  (Exodus 14:1-2a)

They were to turn back now and camp by the sea.  

“…and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. 






     (Exodus 14:2b)


V. 3, He says, 

3 Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.' 4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." So the Israelites did this.







   (Exodus 14:3-4)

They came back from the edge of the desert; now they camped by the sea.  God deliberately put them in a place where they were trapped; they were vulnerable.  Don’t you always like it when God does that?  Puts you in a place where you’re trapped and vulnerable?  You wake up and you say, “Lord, put me in a vulnerable place today.

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, "What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!" 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 



               (Exodus 14:5-8)

In other words, God is only ensuring that Pharaoh’s going to do what His intensions are to do anyway.  

9 The Egyptians — all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops — pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" 

13 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to (Shut up!!) be still."  

 (Exodus 14:9-14)  
(  Now, that’s not a joke.  That’s actually a literal translation of the words from the Hebrew text.  Now the NIV is a little bit more “elegantly” translated.  But literally, the Lord will fight for you.  You just need to shut up!  

15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? 

(Exodus 14:15a)

Now, it wasn’t Moses who was crying out.  Remember, Moses is going to be the representative of the people.  It’s the people in V. 10 who are crying out to God.  So God is speaking to the people through Moses here.  Ok, so don’t misunderstand that Moses is whining and crying himself.  

"Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 








         (Exodus 14:15b-16)

Well, who would have ever figured that one out?  

17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen." 

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side (Now which side do you think was the darkness side? [The Egyptians] That’s right); so neither went near the other all night long. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 








           (Exodus 14:17-22)

Do you believe that really happened? (Yes) You sure?  (Yes!) How do you really know?  ‘Cause it says it, I know…I know.  (  But a lot of people don’t believe it happened.  A lot of Christian scholars look at that and say, “Wellllll, you know…I’m not so sure that really happened.”

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt."  (Duhhh!!)

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen." 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen — the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 






           (Exodus 14:23-31)

In other words, the people went, “Whoooaa!!

Now, God had a plan.  He had a plan, and He had a purpose for all this.  The people, as I said earlier, were brought to the edge of the desert.  They were anticipating moving on to possess the Promised Land and to inherit all the promises that God had made to them but God instructed Moses to have the people turn back from the edge of the desert and camp by the sea.  

Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 "Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. 3 Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.' 4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." So the Israelites did this. 







   (Exodus 14:1-4)

He had three reasons for them to do this.  One was to get Pharaoh to start thinking that the Israelites were in confusion, and they were trapped.  They were in a defenseless position.  They would be easy prey.  He could go, and he could capture them, bring them back, and enslave them once again.  

Now just think about this for a minute.  We’re told earlier on that approximately 600,000 men had departed.  That’s just 600,000 men.  If nearly everyone was married and they had at least one or two kids, you’re talking minimum 2 million people.  Now, that’s a phenomenal number of people who had fled Egypt but that was also an incredible labor source.  These people were slaves.  They were free labor to Egypt!  The context, remember, is that God has just literally decimated Egypt with 10 plagues within the space of about 6 months, roughly, and their economy is in shambles.  Now, they’ve just had the whole labor force flee—a force which could be used to rebuild Egypt.  And when the Israelites left, remember they “plundered” the Egyptians?  They took all the gold and silver.  So Egypt is in a tough place, would you agree?  Now, God has Israel postured….  He works in mysterious and wonderful ways….  He has Israel postured now in a defenseless position.  Pharaoh’s going to think, “I can get them.  I can get them back.  I can rebuild my economy.  I need them.”  

The second reason that God had them camp there is that He was going to glorify Himself through what He was going to do.  You say, “How was He going to glorify Himself?”  He was going to bring justice now.  

Have you ever seen or experienced or been witness to a situation wherein some horrible injustice/crime has been perpetrated and the perpetrator, though caught, got off on a technicality.  Now, what does that elicit in you?  Do you say, “O, Praise God!  He got off!”  Are you overjoyed?  No!  Quite frankly, if you have any sensitivity at all to that which is right, you’re enraged!  “How could this happen?!!”  And you want justice to be served, don’t you? 

Now, here’s Egypt.  Egypt is the most idolatrous, brutal, evil nation in the ancient Near East at this point in history.  They’ve enslaved all manner of people, notwithstanding the people of God, and they have brutalized them.  They perpetrated idolatry to such wicked ends.  When you read ancient Near Eastern history, and you study the religions and the practices of those religions, they are heinous…despicable!  Even worse than our culture!  I mean, you think the things we do in our culture are bad, these ancient cultures were just unbelievable!!  

God now has brought Egypt to a place where He is going to bring justice.  He is going to glorify Himself.  People are going to say, “Hallelujah!”  “Finally!”  

And thirdly, God’s doing this because He wanted the Egyptians, and not only the Egyptians, but the whole ancient world to know that He, and only He is the Lord.  There is no other.  They are immersed in idolatry (Egypt and all the surrounding countries); they have all their gods.  There is only one God.  There is only one true Savior and Deliverer of man—the only living and true God, and He wants them to know that.  He wants them to confess that.

So He has three purposes.  There is only one, living, true God.  There’s only one.  Only one true Savior and Deliverer.  What’s His name?  He has a name—Jesus Christ.  God took on flesh in the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the one true Savior and Deliverer of mankind.  There is no other—not Buddha, not Mohammad, not Krishna, not L. Ron Hubbard, not your local guru…it’s Jesus Christ!  He’s not some mythological figure.  Jesus Christ—He is the Lord!  He is the one with whom every person must deal.  There is no other!!  Everybody is going to stand before Him one day and give an account…everybody!  There’s only one.  

In the book of Acts, in chapter 4 verse 12 we read,

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 






           (Acts 4:12)

What name is that? (Jesus!)  Jesus!  It’s found in no one else.  No one else saves!  No philosophy saves.  No philosopher saves.  Jesus saves!  

Listen to this, Isaiah chapter 46.  I love this passage.  Verses 5-9,

5 "To whom will you compare me or count me equal? To whom will you liken me that we may be compared? 6 Some pour out gold from their bags and weigh out silver on the scales; they hire a goldsmith to make it into a god, and they bow down and worship it.  7 They lift it to their shoulders and carry it; they set it up in its place, and there it stands. From that spot it cannot move. Though one cries out to it, it does not answer; it cannot save him from his troubles. 

8 "Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels.  9 Remember the former things, those of long ago (He’s referring back to this event, the Red Sea and the deliverance of Israel); I am God, and there is no other.  I am God, and there is none like me.   

      (Isaiah 46:5-9)

Somebody say, “Hallelujah!” (Hallelujah!!) That clears up all the confusion, doesn’t it?  There’s only one.  There’s only one!  He proclaims His name.  

Now, Pharaoh has a change of heart.  He has a change of mind.  The Scriptures say that God hardened his heart but it’s his intention all the time.  It’s very easy for him to want to pursue the Israelites.  He wants to do it; God just ensures the fact that he will.  

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, "What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!" 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 9 The Egyptians — all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops — pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 




         (Exodus 14:5-9)

You would think that Pharaoh had experienced enough disaster in his life, right?  He changes his mind.  He’s let them go but now he has a change of mind.  There’s a significant implication there for us.  

We in America have grown very, very accustomed to trusting in our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, our government, our leaders.  But you know and I know that rulers, leaders, governments can be fickle.  We have seen most recently, in the last several years, a departure from the things we’ve held near and dear in our land…guarantees of rights, foundational things.  We’ve seen leaders move from policy to policy—turning back and changing from what they had promised—from what has been guaranteed.  Why should we be any different from the rest of the world?  Most of the rest of the world lives in slavery, spiritual darkness.  They don’t have the blessings and the privileges and the rights that we’ve enjoyed for so long.  This is especially true when dealing with God’s people.  We see it in the history of the Scriptures.  We see it again, and again, and again.  

For a while, the world may grant peace to God’s people.  For a while, the world may allow God’s people to have freedom of speech and freedom of worship, but we know that that gets eroded.  We know that the world can change overnight and can turn away from allowing us to have those rights.  Believers must always be prepared for persecution.  Believers must always be prepared for persecution!  And if you’re not prepared when things start coming apart, the wheels start coming off, you’re going to be devastated.  Now I don’t say this to say, “Live in fear.”  I’m saying this because we need to be prepared!  Take the rose-colored glasses off.  Understand.  See the handwriting on the wall.  Recognize the signs of the times.  Things are changing!!!  You and I are going to be, in the next generation (and our children are going to grow up) in a very different world and a very different country.  You and I cannot afford to sit idly by; we must be about the work of the Kingdom.  And what is that work?  (Making disciples.)  Making disciples, that’s right.  That’s the only way we’re going to affect this environment.  

We can’t trust a President.  As well-intentioned and as seemingly that person may wave the flag and stand for the things that we hold near and dear, you cannot put your eggs in that basket!  You may be conservative.  You may stand for conservative things.  You may vote conservatively.  You cannot put your eggs in the basket of those people who wave that flag because we know that they are subject to being swayed.  

Jesus talks to His disciples, and He tells them to be prepared…that the world is going to hate them because it first hated Him.  He says in John chapter 15, let me just read to you His own Words,

18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  (Now, we understand that.  We see that.  “Yeah, the world loves all those.”  Does the world love us? NO!  Not at all!!  The world is trying to get rid of us!  And in many places, they’re killing us off!!)  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 



    (John 15:18-22)

They’re just simply godless people.  They have no time for Christians.  They can’t be bothered with them.  They will tolerate us for a season but pretty soon they won’t even tolerate us.  

Paul writes to Timothy and he says,

12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted….











             (2 Timothy 3:12)

In other words, if you want to live a genuine Christian life, you will be persecuted!  That’s just a simple blanket statement.  That’s what you and I are in for.  That’s what we signed on for.  

Peter writes the same thing in 1 Peter chapter 4.  He says when suffering and persecution comes…now he’s not just talking about suffering from personal circumstances, he’s talking about the suffering that comes as a result of persecution.  He says, “Don’t be surprised when these things happen!”  

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 

"If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"   

19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 





(1 Peter 4:12-19)

So Pharaoh changes his mind.  Governments/leaders change their minds.  You can guarantee it. 

Now, when God’s people saw the Egyptian army, the world’s most powerful army…when they saw that army coming over the horizon toward them, they praised God.  They thanked God.  They just rejoiced, right?  (  No.  What did they do?  They were stricken with fear.  They were stricken with fear!!  Verse 10 says that some of them cried out to God but the rest cried out against God’s leader, Moses.  They complained, and they turned against Moses.

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!"   








           (Exodus 14:10-12)

They accused Moses of bringing them into the wilderness to be slaughtered by the Egyptians.  They reminded Moses that they had asked him in Egypt to leave them alone.  “It would be better to live as slaves in Egypt than to die out in the wilderness.”  Fear gripped them; they panicked!  Why?  They had forgotten.  It had been just a few days since they had been delivered from Egypt.  How quickly we forget!  They’d just been delivered!  A pillar of cloud by day and fire by night had gone before them!  They just came out of slavery!  The Egyptians paid them tremendous amounts of money to get out of Egypt!  For roughly the 6 months prior to that they had witnessed God’s Hand powerfully striking Egypt with the plagues!  They’d forgotten!!

I talked with a man this last month.  He was anxious about his future…concerned—feeling hopeless and trapped.  I said, “Have you forgotten?  Have you forgotten what God has done for you…up to this point?  Have you forgotten how God has provided and opened this door and that door and blessed you here and blessed you there?  Have you forgotten the Hand of God in your life?  And now you’re worried about tomorrow?  If God has demonstrated His power and brought you this far, He’s going to continue to work in your life.  He says He knows His plans for you.  They’re not plans to harm you.  They’re plans to give you a hope and a future.”  

11 For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 




  (Jeremiah 29:11)

I said, “Don’t be anxious about tomorrow!!  In fact, don’t be anxious about anything.”  He’d forgotten.  The Israelites had forgotten.  How quickly we forget God’s faithfulness to us.  And when presented with a threatening circumstance, many times we will panic—be stricken with fear.  “Ohhhhhh!!  Ohhhhh!!  Woe is me!!”  

Now is the time for faith.  Now is the time for faith!!  Now is the time to reckon God’s faithfulness!  Now is the time to exhibit strong faith in God’s promise and His mighty arm that had demonstrated and proven true time and time again.  

How many would testify that God’s been faithful to you?  God’s been faithful to you!  (Editor’s Note:  Many in the congregation are raising their hands.) Yes.  Many of you.  

But for the Israelites, faith is lacking here—just simply lacking.  And they feel that there is no possibility of deliverance; they’re trapped.  They’re up against the Red Sea.  They’ve never seen a Red Sea parted.  They’ve never seen any sea parted.  They’ve never even been by the sea!  The army’s coming on.  There’s no hope here…no hope.  

But God’s Word is clear.  We are not to fear.  Turn to your neighbor and say that.  It’s a little poem:  God’s Word is clear; we are not to fear!  Do you like that?  I just made that up.  (   God’s word is clear; we are NOT to fear!  Would you agree?  Is that true?  We are not to fear.  We are not to fear!  No matter how severe the circumstance, no matter how terrible the problem, no matter how hopeless and helpless the situation may seem, the believer is never to be overtaken by fear.  The believer is never to be overtaken by unbelief.  

Fear really emanates from unbelief.  Fear emanates from unbelief.  That’s its genesis.  You say, “I believe.  I believe!”  Yeah, but you’re stricken with fear.  The fact that you’re stricken with fear tells me you do not really believe.  You really don’t trust God.  You say, “Well, isn’t it natural do be afraid?”  Very natural.  But we’re called to live supernaturally.  

Do you remember when Jesus was in the boat, and they were going to go across the Sea of Galilee?  He told His disciples, “Go to the other side.”  What did Jesus do right after He told them to go to the other side?  Did He put His back to the oar?  What did He do? He started “sawing logs.”  He went to sleep!  Laid down in the back of the boat and went to sleep.  Now, when He went to sleep, do you suppose that He fully expected to get to the other side?  When He went to sleep, do you think that He fully knew and understood that there was going to be a storm arise on the Sea of Galilee?  Was the problem with the boat?  Was the problem with the storm?  Where was the problem?  The hearts of His disciples.  See, it doesn’t change; it’s the same, whether it’s the Israelites back there, in the day of Jesus or even today.  It was the hearts of His disciples.  So when the storm rises, they panic.  They don’t look to each other and say, “Piece of cake!!  He said we’re going to the other side.  Don’t be afraid.  We’re going to get through this.  No sweat!!”  Do they say that?  No!  They freak out!!  They go to the back of the boat.  “Jesus, wake up!  Wake up!!  We’re going to perish!  We’re going to perish!!”  And He looks at them and He says, 

40 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"       (Mark 4:40)

Implication being what?  Lack of faith leads to what?  Fear.  Unbelief—afraid.  

In Mark 5:36, same kind of situation.  The leader of the synagogue, Jarius, has a son who’s very, very sick.  He comes to Jesus and says, “I need you to come and heal my son.”  While Jesus is ministering someplace else, there’s a little delay there.  Jarius’ friends come and they say, “Don’t bother Him because the boy has died.”  Now, you can understand that Jarius is going to be downcast and sad by all that.  Jesus turns to him and says very simply,

36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe."  











          (Mark 5:36)

“Don’t be afraid; just believe!”  See, there’s a connection with belief and not fearing.  There’s a connection with unbelief and fear and anxiety.  

Hebrews 13:6, the writer to the Hebrews says,

6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"   









     (Hebrews 13:6)

I know that He’s here.  I know that He’s with me.  I will NOT be afraid!  

Fear is one of the worst nightmares that people can face in this wilderness journey as we travel through this world.  Fear is one of the worst nightmares!  Fear causes people to do so many things.  Fear causes people to worry incessantly about anything and everything and most particularly about money, huh?  Fear causes people to make rash and hurried decisions.  Fear causes people to become literally physically sick.  Fear causes people to fight among themselves.  Fear causes people to spew out all manner of things—even false accusations.  Fear causes people to ignore God.  Fear causes people to be overly concerned with their appearance.  Fear causes people to grasp after friendships.  Fear causes people to isolate themselves.  Fear causes people to strike out at others.  Fear causes people to steal, to lie, to cheat, to abuse, to fight, and even to kill.  Fear….

But what’s behind fear?  Unbelief.  Unbelief!  Unbelief!!  “I’m so insecure…so insecure.  I have no place to stand.  I’ve no confidence.  I’ve no hope.  And so I am going to be afraid!”

What’s a person to do when fear strikes?  What is someone to do when fear strikes their life?!  There is only one antidote—only one remedy.  What do you think that one antidote, that one remedy is when fear strikes?  What is it?  Jesus Christ is the remedy.  Jesus Christ is the remedy!  He is the remedy!!  Only Jesus can bring peace.  Isn’t that true?  Only Jesus can bring calm.  Only He can deliver us from fear, and He promises to.

In Matthew chapter 10 it’s recorded…Jesus’ words, He says, 

30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

               (Matthew 10:30)

Now, what’s the implication of that?  The implication is, very simply, He says, “I know every single detail of your life down even to the number of hairs on your head.”  Now some of us have more than others, but none-the-less He knows each one.  And then He says this,

31 So don't be afraid….

 





 (Matthew 10:31a)

“I know it all.  I’ve got it all under control.  Don’t be afraid.  Aren’t you more valuable than all these sparrows?”  

…you are worth more than many sparrows. 




 (Matthew 10:31b)

“You’re more valuable than all creation to Me.  I know what’s going on.  Don’t be afraid. You can exhale.”

In John 14:27 He says,

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 



         (John 14:27)

What’s He saying? “Trust Me.  Trust Me!  Trust Me!!”

Psalm 23:4,

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death….

       (Psalm 23:4a) 

And we’ve all been there… and we’re going to be there again…and again…. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will (What?) fear no evil (Why?), for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they (What?) comfort me.       (Psalm 23:4)

I’m not alone.  Now either that’s true or it’s not.  Either I’m going to camp out on that or I have nothing to camp out on.  

Now Moses…the people see the Egyptians coming.  They freak out.  Moses gives them three challenges.  He responds to their fear, and he says this.  First thing—he says, “Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be afraid!” 

13 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid.


     
  (Exodus 14:13a). 

How could they NOT be afraid, do you think?  My gosh!  Here’s the Egyptian army coming down after them.  These chariots are like tanks, if you will, coming after them!  How could they not be afraid?  A terrifying fear would be a normal reaction in facing what they were facing.  Well, yeah…they left God out of the equation though.  And here’s God’s man, Moses—he’s saying to them, “Do NOT BE AFRAID!!”  You want to say, “Easy for you, Moses!”  Do not be afraid!!  

This is always God’s message to us in the face of trouble, in the face of the unknown…DO NOT BE AFRAID!  Say that with me, “Do Not Be Afraid!”  

Now he doesn’t stop there, he issues the second challenge.  And the second challenge he says to them (and this was the most difficult, by the way, of all of them), “Stand still…stand still!  Stand firm…watch the salvation of the Lord.”  He assured them that the Egyptians would be destroyed.  He assured them the Lord Himself would fight for them.  He assured them; he said, “Just stand still, stand firm and watch!”  

Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still." 









         (Exodus 14:13b-14)

Beloved, when a severe problem confronts us, a problem that seems to have no solution, what is the natural tendency of our hearts?  To run.  To get away.  

How many have ever heard the expression, “happy feet?”  When I was in High School I played football, and I was a quarterback.  I had a great coach—mean, but great.  He taught me not to have “happy feet.” That meant that when I dropped back to pass the ball to a receiver, he taught me…he said, “Don’t focus on the defensive ends crashing in to take off your head. (  Don’t focus on the linebackers trying to get through the line to take your head off.  Keep your head up.  Keep the ball up.  And when you drop back, step up into the ‘pocket’ that we’ve just formed for you.”  Most of the time it worked. (  You see, because if you focus on the circumstance, not on the goal…if you have no confidence in the “pocket,” you get “happy feet,” (  and you want to get out of there because these guys are going to kill you!  

And that’s the way it is with Christians.  God says, “Step up in the pocket.  Don’t get ‘happy feet.’ Don’t focus on the problem.  Don’t focus on the enemy.  Don’t focus on the attack.  Don’t focus on the situation.  Don’t focus.  Don’t get scared and panic!!  I’ve made a ‘pocket’ for you.  Just step up in that ‘pocket,’ and you watch the enemy fly right by!”  Now sometimes it does get through but, generally, they fly right by.  He’s says to people, “Don’t get ‘happy feet.’  Stand still!”  Man, that’s the hardest thing to do.  

Does that make any sense?

Our way is to run.  Our way is “I’m getting out of here.  I can’t handle this.  I’m getting out of here!”  That’s not God’s way.  God’s way, Beloved, is to stand still, stand firm, watch the salvation of the Lord!  Watch the deliverance happen!  Don’t take matters into your own hands!  Don’t panic!  Don’t give up!  Don’t cave in!  DON’T RUN AWAY!!  Be steadfast!  Stand still!  Wait upon the Lord to save and deliver you!!!

You say, “Well, how long should I wait?”  That’s the third challenge.  The third challenge…He says, in effect, “Stop crying out to God.  Stop complaining!”  V. 15,

15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 










     (Exodus 14:15)

“Arise and go forward.” Go forward where?  It’s going to require faith, isn’t it, to go through that Red Sea?  Moses had just proclaimed a stirring challenge to the people, and now God speaks and tells them, “Stop crying, get up and move on!”  

In facing any problem, there is always a time for prayer.  In facing any problem, there is always a time for crying out to God.  There is always a time for studying and analyzing the problem and planning what to do.  But there is also a time to stop crying out and even, if I could say this, there is a time to stop praying when praying is an excuse to not execute doing what you ought to do.  You know, people say, “Well, I haven’t prayed enough.  I want to pray some more.”  Come on!  Get on with it!!  We’ve prayed already!  We have the direction!!  God has shown us what to do.  Let’s go.… “No…no…I need to pray some more!”  Anybody know what I’m talking about?  

There is a time to quit blaming others for our problems.  There’s a time to stop analyzing and planning.  You know that you can die through the paralysis of analysis, right?  (  There’s a time to arise and a time to go forward, a time to move—trusting God to roll the walls of the problem back.  There is a time.  

Now, God is going to tell Moses to lift his staff over the Red Sea.  He’s going to part the Red Sea.  

16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 


  
     (Exodus 14:16)

He’s going to do this for three reasons.  This is an incredible miracle…parting the Red Sea!!!  The first is so His people can be delivered, so they could walk through on dry ground—not muddy surface, dry ground.  Isn’t that nice of God to make it dry for them?  He tends to every little detail!  Now remember who these people are standing on the shore of the Red Sea—these people about to be attacked and enslaved again by the most powerful army in the world.  They were God’s people!  The people He had chosen to be His witnesses.  The people He had chosen to give His promises to.  God never breaks His promise!!  

Secondly, He would glorify Himself, again, by executing judgment upon Pharaoh and his army.  We talked about that.

God is the Sovereign Lord of all creation, is He not?  Can He do as He pleases with His creation?  Absolutely!  He told Moses that He Himself was in charge of this event, not man.  Pharaoh was not in charge; neither was Moses, nor the Israelites.  God was in charge.  He was in total control of all that was about to happen.  Thus, the very demonstration of God’s sovereignty, of His control of the event was to bring glory to Him.  

17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen." 







           (Exodus 14:17-18)

Nobody else shares in God’s glory.  God gets all the glory.  God would execute justice and judgment upon the most powerful, most evil, idolatrous people on the face of the earth.  The defeat of Pharaoh will establish the rule of God beyond any doubt…beyond any doubt!  

Just like the victory of USC over Oklahoma established…established beyond any doubt…that USC is the national champion!!  (  It’s in my notes so I had to do it. (  (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is a USC alumnus, and they won one of the football bowl games last week.)  

By the way, with respect to the Will of God (it’s important to understand this)—with respect to the Will of God, there are no free elections.  You either vote “Yes” or you are destroyed. Right?  Either you are with Him or you’re not.  It simply comes down to that.  

God had given Egypt opportunity after opportunity after opportunity to repent, had He not?  And they had not.  They were confirmed in their idolatry; they were confirmed in their wickedness, and now God would execute justice and judgment—and He would be glorified.  

Thirdly, God divided the Red Sea so the Egyptians might know, again, that He is God.  He told Moses that He was going to do this.  He said, “I’m going to divide the Red Sea.  I’m going to open a way for Israel.  I’m going to rouse the Egyptian army to pursue you and then I’m going to destroy them.”  

Once God had so miraculously done all this, the Egyptians, and indeed all the ancient Near East, would know one fact…one clear fact:  the Lord, the God of Israel was the one true, living God.  There is no other.  No god of Egypt possessed such power.  No god imagined or made by man could perform such feats.  No Egyptian god was able to warn of the coming destruction, and no Egyptian god could deliver the Egyptian army from destruction.  There’s only one God.  You don’t mess with Him!  You don’t mess with Him!!  You turn to Him.  You put your hope in Him and His plan and purpose and you realize that it is the best!  

And then, vs. 19-28 you see the deliverance of God.  All that God says is going to happen, happens.

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt." 

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen." 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen — the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 





           (Exodus 14:19-28)

And this event is recounted again, and again, and again, and again throughout the history of Israel.  Psalms are full of references to this event—the mighty deliverance of God.  Psalm 77,

16 The waters saw you, O God, the waters saw you and writhed; the very depths were convulsed. 17 The clouds poured down water, the skies resounded with thunder; your arrows flashed back and forth. 18 Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind, your lightning lit up the world; the earth trembled and quaked. 19 Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty waters, though your footprints were not seen. 20 You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 








  (Psalm 77:16-20)

Psalm 106,
8 Yet he saved them for his name's sake, to make his mighty power known.  9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; he led them through the depths as through a desert.  10 He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he redeemed them.  11 The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them survived. 





  (Psalm 106:8-11)

Isaiah 63:11-13,

11 Then his people recalled the days of old, the days of Moses and his people — where is he who brought them through the sea, with the shepherd of his flock? Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among them, 12 who sent his glorious arm of power to be at Moses' right hand, who divided the waters before them, to gain for himself everlasting renown, 13 who led them through the depths? Like a horse in open country, they did not stumble….



  (Isaiah 63:11-14)

This is why we take communion…because we rehearse and remember again and again and again the mighty deliverance and saving power of Our God to deliver us from slavery to sin.  We rehearse these things.  Israel rehearsed these things.  The prophets, the psalmists rehearsed these things again and again and again so the people would remember and not forget whence they had come and whom they were to trust in.  

The point to see is this one, simple, glorious fact:  God delivers His people.  God delivers His people!  No matter what the problem is, no matter what the difficulty is, God saves and delivers His people!!  

David puts it this way, 2 Samuel 22:2,

"The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer…. 


(2 Samuel 22:2)

Had David experienced that?  Absolutely!  He was hunted down.  Saul wanted to kill him!  And David had two opportunities to strike Saul but he DID NOT take matters into his own hands.  He trusted the Lord!  

Psalm 116:8,

8 For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling….








     (Psalms 116:8)

And again, Paul writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4, he says,

18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack….  



(2 Timothy 4:18a)

Can you say that?  

18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. (He is going to bring me home to be with Him!!) To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 









  (2 Timothy 4:18)

The Lord’s salvation of His people is reiterated in those last three verses of the chapter. 

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 






           (Exodus 14:29-31)

Four astounding facts are re-emphasized in the last three verses of chapter 14.  1) Israel walked through the sea on dry land.  2) God saved Israel from the Egyptians.  3) Israel saw the dead—their evil enslavers lying on the seashore.  This is an interesting note.  They no longer had to fear their past.  They no longer had to fear Egypt.  They no longer had to fear the Egyptian army; they were dead!!  Their past was dead!!  

What a lesson for us.  When you are born again, you are brought to life from death.  We look on our past and it’s past.  It’s dead.  It’s gone!  It no longer has a hold on us.  Why keep dredging it back up?  Why keep digging through your past?  IT IS DEAD!!  As symbolized by these dead bodies lying on the seashore.  What should I do?  Turn around, face the Promised Land, and learn to walk by faith!  Here we goooooo!!  A whole new life has opened up to me.  Why wallow around in my past and try to find out why I’m so screwed up?  I already know why I’m screwed up.  I was a sinner.  It’s time to move on because God has dealt with my past.  I’m going to move on very simply.  

And 4) God’s purpose was accomplished.  God’s purpose was accomplished.  The people saw His power.  God’s people feared Him.  God’s people believed in Him and His message.  

That’s what it’s all about.  God brings us to a place where He wants us to acknowledge Him.  He wants us to trust Him.  He wants us to say, “OK!  I get it…again!!”  

And they’re now ready for the next phase of the journey.  What a journey it’s going to be, huh?  Some of you’ve read ahead, you know what goes on.

One thing, Beloved …one thing God wants above all else.  One thing God wants above all else.  Note this please:  HE WANTS TRUST!  HE WANTS US TO TRUST HIM!!  When you say, “I believe in Him,” translate that in your mind, “Do I trust Him?  Do I trust Him?  Will I put my life in His Hands, really?  Will I do what He says because I trust Him?”  God wants us to trust Him, very simply.  

Proverbs 3:5,

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding….   












       (Proverbs 3:5)

Today is the day of salvation.  Today is the day of deliverance.  Today is the day of decision.  Some of you have been sitting here listening, and some of you have been sitting here considering, “Do I really trust God?”  Some of you have been thinking in terms of personal fears and anxieties—living with them.  Some of you have been looking at your life and how you react to life, and you’re seeing and understanding it’s because of unbelief.  You quite simply have not trusted Him.  

I want to have you bow your heads if you would.  I want to give you an opportunity…I want to give you an opportunity to make a statement to God.  And if anything that you’ve heard this morning has struck a responsive chord in your heart and you know that you’ve got to act on this, “I’ve got to do something.”  I’m just going to ask you simply if that’s you and you want to make a statement, you want to come to a point of real salvation and deliverance, I’m just going to invite you to get out of your chair and come and kneel down at the base of the stairs.  I’m going to ask the Elders and the Pastors and the Shepherds to come down.  If you come and you kneel down, I just want you to confess your fear.  I want you to confess unbelief.  Whatever it is…whatever God has done in your heart.   Today is the day.  Today is the day of deliverance.  Today is the day.  

You confess to one of the Shepherds, Elders, or Pastors…tell them about your own struggle, lack of faith, fear.  Let them pray for you, and you make a commitment today, “Lord, no more.  I’m going to trust you with all my heart.”  Repent of that.  Turn to Him.  Make a commitment to Him.  
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