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Open your Bibles to Exodus chapter 15, if you would.  There is an alternate translation in Psalm 22 that says, “The Lord inhabits the praises of His people.”  One of the ways which we praise Him is in song. True?  And the question occurred to me, “Why do we sing?”  Why do we sing?  And as we contemplate that, we’re going to look at this chapter; we’re going to look at Moses’ song—the great song to God about His deliverance of His people.  

God has rescued them from Egypt.  He’s brought them through the Red Sea.  He has done incredible miracles, and the people respond in song to Him.  So, it occurred to me we sing for a number of reasons.  One, we sing because we’re free.  The Israelites were free—for the first time in 400 years!  Can you imagine their excitement?  Can you imagine their enthusiasm?  They couldn’t help but sing.  They couldn’t contain it.  

We sing because we’re free.  We sing because of the Lord’s unfailing love and mercy to us.  How many have experienced God’s love and mercy?  You can’t help but sing when you know He loves you, and you know that love—it’s not just an intellectual exercise.  The reality of His love has touched you at the deepest point.  You can’t help but sing!  It’s like many of us who’ve fallen in love; and especially for the first time, you know, you can’t hardly not sing—singing to yourself, humming, you know.  ( 

We sing because of His awesome power and His majesty.  When you get a glimpse of His glory you can’t help but just lift your hands and say, “You’re awesome,” and you sing His praises.  

We sing because of His faithful guidance and protection.  He does protect us, and He does guide us.  Sometimes it doesn’t feel like it—but the reality is that He does guide, and He does protect us.  

We sing simply because we love Him.  We sing because He is worthy of our worship and our praise.  Would somebody say, “Amen” to that?  (Amen!)  He is worthy.  You read the Bible…you just read it.  You don’t even have to study.  You just read it, and you have to come away absolutely taken with His Majesty, His Glory, His Purpose, all that He does, and you just have to… “You’re worthy, Lord!  You’re worthy that we praise You.  You’re worthy that I praise You.  I’m amazed by what I read in this book.”  

So we sing….  Moses is going to lead the people in singing.  Immediately after crossing through the Red Sea, which has been miraculously divided, the Israelites join Moses in singing praise to God for His great deliverance.  Say that with me, “For His great deliverance!”  (For His great deliverance!)  For what He has done!  Our response to what He has done is to 1) acknowledge Him and 2ndly) to praise Him.  And one of the ways we do that is we sing His praises.  

So the people are singing.  Now you have to know, you have to see this—this is the same crowd who just a few hours before were complaining.  You just go back one chapter, chapter 14.  In v. 11,

11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!"   




           (Exodus 14:11-12)

Woe is us!!!!!  How fickle we can be!  One minute we’re complaining.  One minute we’re whining.  One minute we’re functioning in unbelief and in fear, the next minute we’re praising God!!  

I don’t know about you, but if I were God I’d go, “Gollllllllly!” 

But when they saw the power of God deliver them miraculously from the Egyptian threat, their hearts were filled with joy.  Their lips were filled with praise.  They worshiped God when they saw the Hand of God deliver them.  

Read with me please.

1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:

"I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.  2 The LORD is (Notice this…) my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 

3 The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh's officers are drowned in the Red Sea.   5 The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone. 

6 "Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy. 7 In the greatness of your majesty you threw down those who opposed you. You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. 8 By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood firm like a wall; the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 "The enemy boasted,' I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.' 10 But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 12 You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them. 

13 "In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 14 The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. 15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; 16 terror and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will be as still as a stone — until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you bought pass by. 17 You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance — the place, O LORD, you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands established. 18 The LORD will reign for ever and ever."                          (Exodus 15: 1-18)

Hallelujah!!  Boy, is that a song of confidence?  Is that a song of absolute acknowledging of God’s power, purpose, will?  No doubt, huh!

The song is a song to God.  It’s a song to God.  He is the focus of their praise and their wonder.  

1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD:  "I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted.  








     (Exodus 15:1a)

It seems that so much of the time in our singing that we’re the focus.  It’s about me, me, me, me!  Thirteen times in these verses God’s name is used.  God is the focus.  Beloved, God should be the focus of our life.  So many times the focus is our life, what I want rather than, “Lord, what You want.”  We’ve already acknowledged that what He wants is the very best, true?  So, “Lord, what You want.”   

God had gloriously triumphed on behalf of His people.  He hurled the armed horsemen into the sea, the Egyptian army and all the officers.  

The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.


                 (Exodus 15:1b)
He delivered the Israelites from being recaptured and re-enslaved and being taken back to Egypt.  He drowned the Egyptian army making absolutely sure that the Egyptians would never again enslave His people.  The Israelites, after the fact, saw the Egyptian military personnel lying dead on the shores of the Red Sea—absolute conclusive evidence that they need not fear them any more.  The old is gone; the new has come. 

It’s a tremendous testimony to what the New Testament speaks about our life.  The old has passed away.  The new has come.  We need not fear the past any more.  We don’t have to live in the past.  We don’t have to be anxious about the past.  We can move on.  And that’s exactly the intent that God means for His people to see.  

This is the greatest day of redemption in the history of Israel—the greatest day.  The greatest day of your life and my life was the day that God saved us.  Isn’t that true?  The greatest day of our life was the day that God saved us.  The more mature you become as a Christian, the more convinced you are.  The more solid you are in your faith, the more you understand the Scriptures, you look at that day of redemption, you look at that time of your life and you say, “That was the best point of my life when God saved me.  The greatest day.”  This is the greatest day in the history of Israel.  God had redeemed them.  He had saved them.  He had delivered them from all their enemies, and He set them on a path.  Just like He’s redeemed us and He set us on a path.

So therefore, God was worthy of praise.  Not only of praise, He was worthy of renewed commitment. How many realize that everyday we need to renew our commitment to Him?  He doesn’t need us to do that.  We need to do it because we are weak, because we are fickle, because we are so tossed about.  It’s hard for us to maintain everyday in the same frame of reference.  Everyday we get up, and everyday we must, of necessity, say, “Lord, again today I commit myself to Your way.  I commit myself to Your purposes.  I commit myself to You.  I belong to You, Lord.  Your Will be done today.”  It’s a reaffirmation of a commitment we made when we believed in Jesus.  When we come to the communion table, it’s the same principle.  We reaffirm our commitment to Him.  We reaffirm the basis of that commitment—what Christ did on the cross.  We remember Him, and it all comes back together for us in our thinking.  We need these regular opportunities, and we need to take the regular times to renew our commitment to Him.  

As we read this song, I want you to note how personal the Lord was to the Israelite—just through the language of the song.  Sometimes we can speak of God generically.  Sometimes we think of Him and it’s very easy for us to think of Him as being distant and kind of uninvolved though logically we know He’s not uninvolved, but it feels like it sometimes, doesn’t it?  We say, “God, where are You?”  “Have You taken note of my problem?”  “Do You know about baby Nicolas?”  “Do you know about this situation…that situation?  Nothing seems to be changing.”  Right, Lisa? (Editor’s Note:  In reference to Lisa and Nicolas, Pastor Zac is referring to a member of the congregation who spoke this morning about her nephew who was undergoing and would continue to go through many surgeries and have some severe medical problems in his young life.”)  But the Scriptures tell us He is involved; He knows… intimately.  So, the Israelites testimony and, by extension, our testimony must be a personal testimony.  Notice the personal pronoun “my” used in repetition in these passages. 

2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 


                   (Exodus 15:2)

He says, first of all,

2 The LORD is my strength….






     (Exodus 15:2a)

1) The Lord is my strength!  Can you say that?  Do you believe that?  Is He your strength?  See, no matter what confronts us, no matter our human weakness, our testimony must be, “You are my strength!!”  “YOU ARE MY STRENGTH!!”  You see it is God’s strength that saves from the power of sin.  It is God’s strength that saves us from the domain of darkness.  It is God’s strength, God’s power that plants the seed of new life in us.  It is by God’s strength and power that we are changed.  It’s not by our strength.  It’s by God’s strength and power that we are delivered from temptation.  It’s by God’s strength and power that we are saved from problems and from suffering.  It’s by God’s strength and power that we are delivered from persecution.  God’s…not ours.  The believer in and of himself is weak.  I’m weak.  Jesus affirms that in John 15 when He says,

…apart from me you can do nothing.  





           (John 15:5)

Paul in Philippians…. When you get to the fourth chapter, Ivory, you’ll find this verse. (  (Editor’s Note: In the testimony time before Pastor Zac started preaching, a member of the congregation, as part of her New Year’s spiritual game plan wanted to memorize the book of Philippians.  This morning she spoke the 1st 14 verses from memory to the congregation.)  

13 I can do (Everything) all things through (Who?  [Christ]) Christ who (What?) strengthens me. 











  (Philippians 4:13 NKJV)

It’s His strength.  

In the book of 2 Corinthians, Paul is recorded to be asking the Lord to remove this suffering, to remove this thorn from his flesh, this trial, whatever it was.  And the response three times was, “My grace is sufficient.”  And the Lord said to Paul, He said, “In your weakness, my strength is perfected.”  So Paul’s response was, “Therefore I glory in my weaknesses.  I glory in my weaknesses.” Why?  That His strength is perfected.  See, it’s all God’s strength.

7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 







    (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

You and I, quite frankly, are weak in and of ourselves.  The Lord is present with us, and it is by His strength that we can accomplish the things that He calls us to accomplish.  If nothing else, just to stand firm…just to stand firm it requires His strength to do that, doesn’t it—because the winds of adversity blow us over.  How many have been amazed that in the middle of trials, difficulties, things that would just overwhelm you…how many have been amazed at the fact you find yourself standing?  Now you may think that you ought to be doing something more but the fact that you’re standing is a miracle in and of itself!  And why are you standing?  Because God gives you the strength to stand!!  Somebody say, “Hallelujah!!” please.  (Hallelujah!!)

You see, this great truth the Israelites declared and so do we.  “Lord, You are my strength!”  Say that with me.  “Lord, You are my strength!”  Let’s do it one more time, not everybody did it.  “LORD, YOU ARE MY STRENGTH!!”  That’s your testimony.  

2)  “Lord, You’re my song!  You’re my song!”

2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 


                   (Exodus 15:2)

Now what does that mean?  Well, actually, from the ancient Hebrew, it’s a very archaic translation—we put “song” in there but really a better word would be “defense.”  But there is a defense, kind of, in the song, if you will.  That’s the point of what they’re trying to do in this translation.  

There isn’t a believer around that doesn’t face the same trials, sorrows on earth as unbelievers.  Unbelievers and believers both suffer in this life.  Believers, however, will suffer more because of the persecution and the hatred of the world.  Nevertheless, God comforts the believer and gives him the peace and the security of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus tells us very clearly in John’s Gospel, He says, 

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 



         (John 14:27)

“Not like the world gives.  My peace.”

Paul writes, again, in that marvelous Philippian letter.  He talks about,  

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard (our) your hearts and (our) your minds in Christ Jesus. 






   (Philippians 4:7)

So all this is connected with this idea of Him being “my song” and “God’s peace” in the midst of trials and persecution.  The believer knows that the world and its afflictions can take his life but NOT his soul.  The believer knows that.  I’m going to suffer terrifically in this life…probably just because I’m a Christian!  Every one who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus, Paul writes to Timothy, will suffer persecution.  It’s a given!

12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted….












  (2 Timothy 3:12)

And the world could even take my life but I know that I know, that I know the world cannot take my soul!!!  (Hallelujah!!)  I know that I’m going to serve Him for ever and ever and ever.  I know that I’m going to be with Him for ever and ever and ever in a new heavens and a new earth.  That gives me pause…and that enables me to rejoice…in trials.  That enables me to rejoice in suffering.  You see, it’s all context, isn’t it?  It’s perspective.  You have to maintain perspective.  If you lose perspective, then in the midst of trials and suffering, you’re not going to rejoice; you’re going to what?  Complain and whine.  “Bahhhh!  God, where are You?!”  You’re going to function in unbelief and then fear is going to take over your life.  

What allows a person to sing in the face of sorrow…what allows a person to sing in the face of sorrow—only the fact that that person knows, “God, You are my song.  You, Lord.  That’s my personal testimony!  Though all around me fail, Lord, my testimony is ‘You are my song!!’”

Ephesians 5:19.  Marvelous…marvelous.  Paul says, 

19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 






         (Ephesians 5:19-20)

You can’t do that except you understand these things…embrace them.

Colossians 3:16, same idea, 

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to (Whom? To the Lord) God. 






 (Colossians 3:16)

Say, “Lord, You are my song.”  (Lord, You are my song.)  “Lord, You are my song!!”  (Lord, You are my song!!)  Is He your song?  (Yes!!)

3)  “Lord, You are my salvation!”  Again, the personal pronoun “my” is used.  “You are MY salvation!”  

2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 


                   (Exodus 15:2)

Our enemies (the world, the devil, evil men, sin, death, hell)…they’re always attacking, always threatening.  As long as we’re alive here, there’s always going to be an attack, always going to be a threat but our God is our Savior.  He’s our Savior.  He will deliver, and He will save the believer from all that opposes him.  “Lord, You are my salvation.  You are my salvation…not the lawyers, not the court system, not the government….  Lord, You are my salvation!  YOU are my salvation!!” Say that with me, “Lord, You are my salvation.”  (Lord, You are my salvation.)  “You are MY salvation.”  (You are MY salvation!!)  “When I’m treated harshly, unappreciated, under-valued You are my salvation!!”  

4)  “Lord, You are my God.  YOU * ARE * MY * GOD!!!”

2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 


                   (Exodus 15:2)

He is the one true living God.  There is no other.  He had just miraculously delivered the Israelites from all their enemies.  Miraculously!  Powerfully!  And it was time now for God’s people to reaffirm their faith and to declare that He was their God—just a simple declaration, a reaffirmation.  It was time for them to praise and to make that renewed commitment to Him.  They had just, hours before, been whining and complaining.  They’d been afraid.  They’d been functioning in unbelief.  Now God, in the face of all that, had delivered them by His mercy, by His grace, and now it’s time for them to say, “You’re my God!”—to reaffirm that commitment.

Each Israelite had reason now to stand up…each Israelite had reason to stand up and to shout, “The Lord, He is my God!!!”  Shall we do that, Dave?  Shall we stand up and shout, “Lord, You are my God!!”  Let’s do that.  Shall we do that, David?  Say that…shout that with me, “Lord, You are my God!”  (Editor’s Note:  Everyone in the congregation stands and shouts out loudly, “Lord, YOU ARE MY GOD!!”)  Is that your testimony?  “Lord, You are my God!!”  (Lord, You are my God!!)  “Lord, You are my God!”   (Lord, You are my God!!)  That’s our testimony!!  We shout it out loud for all the unseen realm to hear and for each one of us to hear from one another and encourage one another.  Right?  Amen.  You may be seated.

5) Not only would they declare, “Lord, You are my God,”  “You are the God of my fathers.”  

2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 


                   (Exodus 15:2)

“You’re the God of my fathers!”  The patriarchs of Israel, going way back…Noah, Enoch, and the others—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—they all had believed in God.  They believed in all of God’s great promises.  Their fathers were strong in faith, and God had blessed them—so now the Israelites themselves received the promises.  They, if you will, received now this heritage of faith.  The God of their fathers is their God.  They declared they were committing themselves to follow the God of their fathers.  

There isn’t a parent here that doesn’t long for their children to inherit from us the faith that’s been passed down to us.  I want my son to, obviously, make my faith his faith but I want it to be his faith.  I have a heritage to pass to him.  Every parent has a heritage to pass so that our children rise up one day and say, “God, You are my God.  You are the God of my parents;” that there is a continuous logical chain, and that that will continue even to the next generation.  This is our testimony.  This is what we’re about.  This is part of our praise of God, our acknowledgment of Him.  

And so they acknowledge Him as their own personal God, each one, each Israelite.  

And they transition now in the song to praise Him for what He has done, how He has done it—and look at their testimony.  Six facts are revealed about God’s great deliverance.  They are declared by the people.  

1) They say, “God, You have delivered us by Your name…by Your name!”  

3 The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh's officers are drowned in the Red Sea.   5 The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone.                             (Exodus 15:3-5)

Beloved, there is power in The Name.  There is power in The Name, just the Name of Jesus!  You mention “Jesus” in the public square and people get “freaky.”  (  There’s power in the Name; I promise you!  We don’t misuse the Name!  God will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name.  The Name of God…the name of God was so holy the Israelites wouldn’t even mention it.  When they would come to the Scriptures and where God’s name was written, they would substitute “The NAME” for His name.  So, “God, you’ve delivered us by Your name.  You are the Lord!”  And they go on to say that the Lord is a warrior.  The very name “Lord” means that God is our Redeemer.  He is our Deliverer.  He is our Savior.  Proverbs 18:10, “The name of the Lord is a high tower; the righteous run to it and they are, what?  (Safe)

10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 












   (Proverbs 18:10)

The Lord fights for us.  The Lord stands against our enemies for us.  He conquers all opposition for us.  He triumphs and gains victory over all the forces of evil for us.  This is the truth, Beloved.  

Exodus 14:14—again, from the previous chapter, Moses, when the people were crying out, said,

14 The LORD will fight for you; you need only to (SHUT UP!!!!!)be still." 
     (Exodus 14:14)

Psalm 24:7-8, the psalmist puts it this way,

7 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 










     (Psalm 24:7-8)

He delivers us!  He’s mighty in battle!  

In John, chapter 12, Jesus, speaking of the present time, in verse 30, He says, 

30 Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. (The voice of His Father, which had previously spoken—the disciples no doubt had heard speaking of Jesus.  And He says…) 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 












    (John 12:30-31)

Again, God is taking care of the enemies.  God is bringing about justice for His people and for His cause.  

1 Corinthians 15:24, Paul writes this.  He says, 

24 Then the end will come, when he (Jesus) hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 


       (1 Corinthians 15:24)

He is absolutely sovereign.  There is going to come a day when He destroys all dominion, authority and power…puts it all under His feet, consolidates everything, and then hands it all over to His Father in heaven.  

God…God has delivered us!  He has delivered us by His Name!!

2) He has delivered His people by His right hand of power, v. 6.

6 "Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy. 









       (Exodus 15:6)

His right hand of power.  There are several expressions here.  The right hand, you know, is a symbol of power and authority.  With respect to God, it refers to His omnipotence.  ALL power is His!  He is “omni”-everything.  He can do anything and nothing is too hard for Him.  If you think something is too hard for Him, you need to get back into your Bible.  God’s right hand can roll back and make a passageway through the waters of ANY sea if He so wills.  

God can reverse any law of nature as He wills.  The Israelites had just witnessed this astounding miracle of God in separating the Red Sea, and their song declares, “the right hand of the Lord was majestic in power,”  “the right hand of the Lord shattered the Egyptians.”  

The right hand of God, symbolic of strength and power and authority.  

3) Thirdly, God delivered His people by the greatness of His majesty, v. 7.

7 In the greatness of your majesty you threw down those who opposed you.   
     (Exodus 15:7a)

In that verse, notice that Pharaoh has risen up against, who?  “…you threw down those who (what?) opposed….” Opposed Him.  They were opposing God.  Pharaoh was opposing God.  He wasn’t opposing God’s people.  He thought he was.  In reality, He was opposing whom?  God.  You see, when you oppose God’s people, when you oppose God’s children, members of His family, you oppose the father of the family.  

Every father understands this.  He is the protector of that family.  Right, Scott? (Yes) That’s right.  So when you come against the children of that family, you, in effect, come against the father.  In this case, they came against God Himself.  

God overthrew those who opposed Him.  The words, “threw down,” in verse 7 are used many times in the Hebrew language to picture the destroying of a building.  “Threw down” a building; destroyed this building.  The enemies of God set out to destroy the “building” of God, the people of God.  So God destroyed “the building” of Egypt…literally by destroying their army.  And at this juncture, where Egypt’s army was destroyed, Egypt falls off the charts in terms of world history and being a world power.  They just disappear in secular history.

God sent forth His wrath; He consumed them, we’re told, as stubble.

You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble.  

    (Exodus 15: 7b)

They were like stubble.  He consumed them as though their “building” were nothing but stubble.  The majesty of God is so glorious, so brilliant, so bright that it can consume the mightiest army.  God’s majesty…simply His majesty can consume an army as though it were mere stubble!  

The Bible tells us that God dwells in unapproachable light,  

God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light , whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 






         (1 Timothy 6:15-16)

You can make that akin to His majesty.  No one can see God and live.  That’s what the Bible says.  

18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 





           




           (Exodus 33:18-20)

No man can see God and live; we’re not equipped for it.  We’ll come apart molecule by molecule if we try to approach God in that sense.  We have to be “refit” for it.  We need bodies that are equipped that can stand in the very presence of His majesty…His majesty!!  Just His majesty!  Not withstanding His right hand!  Not withstanding the power of His Name.  Just His Majesty.

Isaiah chapter 2 speaks of God’s majesty

10 Go into the rocks, hide in the ground from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty! 11 The eyes of the arrogant man will be humbled and the pride of men brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day. 

12 The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the proud and lofty, for all that is exalted 

(and they will be humbled)…. 






    (Isaiah 2:10-12)

Boy, that’s a good word, isn’t it?! Yes.  

4) God delivered His people by His mighty control over the waters in verse 8,

8 By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood firm like a wall; the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea.  




       (Exodus 15:8) 

I love this.  Note the descriptive language.  Note how God controlled the waters.  In chapter 14, verse 21 we’re told that a strong east wind blew…a strong east wind.

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided…. 












     (Exodus 14:21)

You get this picture of God going… (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac takes a gigantic breath and blows heartily through his mouth making the sound of a strong wind.) “Whhhhhhhhhhh!” and blowing His breath—a strong east wind comes and separates the waters!!!

But I want to call your attention to verse 8.  Notice the language used.  Was it a strong blast of wind from God’s mouth?  No, it was a blast of His nostrils.  God didn’t even huff and puff and blow.  He went ….(Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac illustrates by giving a little puff from his nostrils.)  I mean, that’s how I understand it… (As Pastor Zac again illustrates) (  and  separated the Red Sea.  That’s cool.  A blast from His nostrils!!! (Pastor gives a short puff from his to demonstrate.)  That was enough.  Just a blast from His nostrils was enough to pile up the waters…to pile up the waters!  

8 By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up.  



     (Exodus 15:8a)

Whoaaaa!!  

5) God delivered His people by His glorious triumph…His triumph over the pride and the boastings of the Egyptians. The spirit of the Egyptians is exposed in vs 9-10.  Note the six-fold boastings of the Egyptians. These are the same boastings of the world, the same boastings of the Satanic kingdom…Satan himself.  The “I will’s” of Isaiah and Ezekiel.  

9 "The enemy boasted, 'I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword and my hand will destroy them.'
 
       (Exodus 15:9)

But God had promised, Beloved, to deliver His people, and this He did in the face of the arrogance and the boastings of Pharaoh and his army.  Now God blows…now God blows His breath, and look what happens—verse10, the sea covered the Egyptian army and 

10 But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters.   









     (Exodus 15:10)

To separate the Red Sea He goes…(Pastor Zac gives out a little puff from his nostrils) and to cover up the Egyptians He goes…(Pastor takes a deep breath and blows from his mouth like a rushing wind) and the waters close over the army.  Awesome God!!

Now that’s figurative language.  We understand that.  But it gives us an image; it gives us some sense of His power and His control.  

The world hates believers.  Believers live what kind of lives?  Godly lives, holy lives, respectful lives, pure lives, righteous lives.  Believers not only live that way but they teach it.  They exemplify it.  Believers teach and live love, compassion, unselfishness.  They give sacrificially of themselves.  These are things that mark true believers.  The world despises that way of life.  The worldly want to do their own thing.  The worldly want to live their own way.  They want to get and possess all they can.  They want to be comfortable and indulge their desires.

Thus, the life of believers and the life of the worldly are at odds, and the result is that the worldly reject, ridicule, and even persecute believers.  But God has promised a glorious triumph…a glorious triumph over the worldly of this earth.  That’s why He says, “Don’t fret. Don’t worry about evil doers…don’t worry about them.  You dwell in the land.  You continue to do good.  Honor God.  Trust Me.”  God has promised to deliver us from this world.  We are “passing through.”  This is not our home.  Peter writes this in 2 Peter 2:9,

9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of  (What?) judgment, while continuing their punishment.     (2 Peter 2:9)

Now listen to Paul’s description of that in 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10,

6 God is just:  





  

     (2 Thessalonians 1:6a)

How many would say, “Hallelujah!!” to that?! (Hallelujah!!) 

6 God is just:  He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.(Ok, when’s this going to happen?) This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.     (2 Thessalonians 1:6-7)

In other words, there is going to come a day when God is going to, in effect, even the score.  There is going to come a day when He is going to bring about absolute perfect justice and righteousness.  And until that day, you and I stand firm.  You and I live by faith.  You and I say, “Lord, my hope is in You.”  If I expect justice in this world, I am sadly mistaken.  I may try to attain it but there’s no guarantee right now.  But I know one day there will be justice.  One day righteousness will prevail.  One day there are going to be an awful lot of surprised people, aren’t there?  A lot of surprised and shocked people.  A lot of terrified people.

He goes on and he says,

 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed. 
This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.   

  




  (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10)

To be marveled at….  There’s going to be a day, when we go, just like the Israelites when they passed through the sea, we’re going to go, “Whooooooooooaaaaa!!!!!”  

6) God delivered His people by His matchless person…by His matchless person!  No God is like Him.  No one can even compare to Him.  

11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 12 You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them.  









           (Exodus 15:11-12) 

Now, you have to understand, Israel lived in the ancient Near East.  The ancient Near East was just consumed with idolatry…all manner of gods.  They were incredibly superstitious—nations around them.  Egypt was paramount among all these nations.  Egypt was renowned for its gods.  

There’s only one God.  What’s the deal?  God does His thing.  Why’s there this big deal?  Because all these peoples believed in their gods, and they had to see graphically, powerfully, mightily how their gods were totally inadequate to deliver them and their people in the face of the God of the Israelites.  They had to come to grips with…there’s only one God—the most powerful God, and that’s the God of the Israelites.  

Now you and I live in the Western modern culture and so we don’t live with idols like these ancient peoples did but we live in a culture that has idols, huh?  God destroys all those.  You see, no person, no being, real or imagined can compare with God!  God has just proven this by this mighty act.  The idols of Egypt, though they were renowned, were helpless—totally helpless in protecting the Egyptian people, the Egyptian army, Pharaoh from the execution of God’s holy justice.    

In our world, in our culture today there are leaders, there are people, there are kings, there are all manner of people who are often treated as gods but they are simply mere men.  There are people who oppose God.  And they do so boldly and brashly and arrogantly.  

I’ll never forget listening to the news, a number of years ago, to Ted Turner.  He stood up, and he boldly opposed God!!!  And I thought, “OH MY!!”  

Men are totally incapable of opposing, standing against, or before God…totally incapable.  How arrogant.  How prideful.

Verse 11 of our passage declares the truth.

11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?






     (Exodus 15:11)

What wonders?  

12 You stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them.  

     (Exodus 15:12)

Oh my!!  

So the people have sung His praises.  Claimed Him for their God.  Praised Him for what He’s done.  Now the song turns to His purpose.  They exalt Him for His purpose.  They acknowledge His purpose.  What’s His purpose?  To lead His people to His holy dwelling. The temple would be built in the Promised Land.  It’s God’s purpose to get His people where they’re going to go.  It’s God’s purpose to get us where He’s taking us.  You and I may go, “I don’t know if I’m ever going to make it.”  You’re going to make it.  If you believe, you’re going to make it.  Why?  Because He’s going to get you there!!  

Note that Israel’s enemies would stand in their way as they marched to claim the promised inheritance.  But God would cause the hearts of their enemies to literally melt.  

14 “The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. 15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; 16 terror and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will be as still as a stone — until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you bought pass by. 17 You will bring them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance — the place, O LORD, you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands established.           










           (Exodus 15:14-17)

God was going to bring His people to their inheritance.  He was going to bring them to the Promised Land.  He said it, He meant it, and He would indeed do it—to the very sanctuary where His presence would dwell.  

Verse 13 gives us the source.  It gives us the very source of God’s great purpose.  His purpose is found in His…the Hebrew word is “heced,” His loving kindness—His love and mercy. 

13 "In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 





     (Exodus 15:13)

His purpose is birthed out of His nature.  How many are glad that God has been merciful to you?  He has demonstrated His mercy.  He has demonstrated His love by redeeming His people from slavery in Egypt but not only that, by delivering them also from their enemies and from the Red Sea.  When God saves, He saves.  He just does the whole deal.  

The point is clear, in looking to the future, though the future may be unknown in terms of the details, God’s people can trust in His mercy and love.  They’ve seen it demonstrated in the past.  

I’m forever telling people, “Has God been faithful to you in your past?  Has God been faithful to you in your past? Has He got you to this point?  He’s not going to give up!!”  And it’s been His love and His mercy back then, and it’ll be His love and His mercy today, in an hour from now, in two days from now, and next week, and next month, and next year.  It’s going to be God’s love and mercy.  It’s not because you’re so cute!!  (  It’s not because of anything you can do!  It’s His love and His mercy to you!!  “God, You have been merciful to me!!  Thank You, Lord.  Thank You!”  

He would lead them to the Promised Land.  And He’ll lead you and I home.  

God so loved us that He gave His one and only Son that whoever would believe in Him would NOT perish but would get home!  (Hallelujah!)

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 





      (John 3:16-17)

Would enjoy eternal life.  Would inherit eternal life.  

Ephesians 2, I love this passage.  This is marvelous.  The Apostle Paul, writing on the same subject, verse 4, he says, 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions….



           (Ephesians 2:4-5a) 

When we were at our very worst, when we hated Him, God reached down and in His mercy and love made us alive with Christ!!  We were dead!!  We could care less!  We weren’t even interested!!  And God in His mercy made us alive.  And then he says this,

— it is by (What?) grace you have been saved (…pure grace). 6 And God raised us up with Christ (He didn’t just make us alive, He raised us up with Christ…) and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 










                       (Ephesians 2:5b-7)

“God, You’ve been good to me!  You’ve been good to me!!”  

1 Peter 1, Peter writes much the same, 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 









      (1 Peter 1:3-5)

I don’t know about you, but I got a salvation that lasts!! (  And it’s because of God’s mercy and love, not because of anything I can do.  

The impact of God’s guidance of His people…the impact is demonstrated in verses 14-16.

14 The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia.  15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; 16 terror and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will be as still as a stone — until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you bought pass by. 









           (Exodus 15:14-16)

His Hand would rest powerfully upon His people.  Beloved, you and I have that confidence.  His Hand rests powerfully on us.  And notice the impact upon Israel’s enemies.  Fear would grip them.  Nations would hear and tremble. Enemies would be in anguish.  Leaders would be terrified and tremble.  Enemies would melt away—the enemy who stood against the march of God’s people to His dwelling.  People would be gripped with fear and dread—“as still as stone” until God’s redeemed people reached the Promised Land.  

Man!!  You and I have nothing to be ashamed of.  You and I have nothing to be afraid of.  We need to walk in the light of His grace and mercy.  We need to walk confident that His Hand is upon us.  He goes before us; He’s our rear-guard.  We don’t need to be afraid of anything or anybody.  That doesn’t mean that we be arrogant; that doesn’t mean that we be obnoxious.  It just means simply that we’re not afraid.  We can talk to people.  We know we carry God’s presence with us, and the enemies that will attack from outside will melt in fear when they see and experience the power of God through our lives—even the weakest of us, the most seemingly insignificant of us.  You don’t have to have a lot of education; you just have to be confident of God.  

Beloved, no enemy will ever be able to stop God from leading us in His purpose and taking us to heaven.  God protects us daily; God guides us daily—until He takes us home.  

Psalm 23, a beautiful psalm,

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. (I shall lack nothing.) 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil (Why?), (Because He is with me) for you are with me; (His rod) your rod and (His staff) your staff, they comfort me. 5 (He prepares) You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. (He anoints) You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 





                  (Psalm 23:1-6)

It is certain!!  I rejoice in that!  God’s purpose:  He’s delivered me.  Just like He did the Israelites.  He’s brought them through; He’s bringing me through.  And He’s going to take me home just like He tells them He’s going to take them home.  

Psalm 34:7,

7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him (Don’t you love that?!!  “…encamps around those who fear Him…”), and he delivers them. 
    
         (Psalm 34:7)

Psalm 48:14,

14 For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. 












       (Psalm 48:14)

John chapter 14, Jesus says this,

1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 







        (John 14:1-3)

All right!!!  I’m in!!!  I got a place!!!  I love Him!!!!!!!  He’s saved me!!!  He delivered me!!! And He is still delivering me!!  AND HE IS GOING TO LEAD ME HOME!!!  And that’s worth singing about!!  That’s worth singing about!!! Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!!  

Listen to the last words of this song,  

18 The LORD will reign for ever and ever."




     (Exodus 15:18)


The last part of this section, through verse 21, reintroduces us to Miriam.  When was the last time we met Miriam.  Anybody remember?  Quite a while ago, wasn’t it?  She lifted Moses into the basket.  That’s the last time we saw Miriam.  Now, she’s reintroduced to us.  How is she reintroduced to us here in this passage?  Prophetess and as Aaron’s sister.

19 When Pharaoh's horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. 20 Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing. 21 Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea."                (Exodus 15:19-21)

Now, we know that she’s Moses’ sister but she’s reintroduced…she’s not exalted to the place of Moses.  Only Moses is the redeemer.  Miriam is put on the level of Aaron.  Aaron is going to be Moses’ right-hand guy.  Miriam is at that level.  She’s a prophetess.  But what does Miriam do in this text?  What does she do?  Man, she’s leading the women!  She’s leading the women!  And what are they doing?  They’re singing.  

Now, what you need to know is that this song…the men, basically, sing the song, and it’s broken into three major sections.  And at the end of each major section (the sections are verses 2-5, 6-10 and 11-18), the women come in with their tambourines and their singing and their dancing and they sing the refrain.  The refrain is found in verse one and at the end of the chapter here.  So the men start singing and then at the end of that section the women come in with their tambourines.  They sing the chorus, if you will, the refrain.  What a beautiful picture…the men and the women—the women are dancing before the Lord and the men, the strength of the men’s voices, are singing to God.  

I remember the very first For Men Only years ago in this room.  We had over 350-400 men close to.  I cried when Alan led us in worship…just to hear the voices of the men singing!  Awesome!!

Beloved, why do we sing?  We sing because we’re free.  We sing because we’re free!  We sing of the Lord’s unfailing love and mercy to us.  We sing of His awesome power and majesty.  We sing of His faithful guidance and His protection.  We sing because we love Him and because He is worthy—that we worship Him and that we praise Him!!  Amen?  (Amen!)

Father, thank You.  We love You this morning.  Your Word is rich, Lord, rehearsing again to us great truths, new understandings.  Thank You, Lord for Your great salvation.  Thank You for Your great purpose.  Thank You for the confidence that we have that You have saved, You are saving and You will save us fully.  

Keep your heads bowed for just a moment.  I want to provide an opportunity….  I’m going to ask the Elders and the Pastors to come down front, please, right now.  

Some of you, sitting here today, need to make a reaffirmation of your faith.  You need to confess it to somebody.  You need to tell somebody, “God is my God!”  Maybe you’ve been walking astray.  Maybe there’s sin in your life.  You need to confess it and repent of it today.  

There may be some here this morning—you don’t know Jesus Christ.  You are not saved.  You have no guarantee of a hope and a future.  The Bible says, “Today is the day of salvation.”  Quite simply, some of you here today need to make a decision.  God has spoken to you…something in your life, in your heart has been spoken to.  

Now, I don’t want to leave you just with, “Well, what do I do next?”  I want to invite you to come down here and talk to one of these Pastors or Elders, tell them what your issue is.  If you need to know Jesus, just say, “I want to know Jesus.”  If you know Jesus but you want to know Him more fully, say, “I want to know Him more fully.”  If there’s sin in your life, you want to confess it.  Don’t just say, “Well there’s sin in my life.”  Confess it!  Name it, and repent of it!    

So we’ll just take a few minutes now.  Don’t delay!  Come now!
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