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Open your Bibles to Exodus, chapter 15, if you would.  We’re going to look at just the last verses—22 through 27 this morning.  How many actually read ahead?  (Editor’s Note:  Several hands go up in the congregation.)  Oh!  All right!!  That’s great!  12 of you.  (  Good.

The section from where we’re going to start this morning (15:22—actually through 17:7—encompassing those verses) record three events in the early history of Israel in their wandering in the wilderness, or their journey I should say, to the Promised Land.  All three of these events have to deal with the Israelites grumbling… [Now, I know that that’s a foreign topic to most of us.  ( ] …with the Israelites grumbling because of the… now notice the word I’m going to use…the apparent lack…what word did I use? (Apparent) Apparent lack of elements that were vital to their survival—namely water and food.  The accounts are not just about their murmuring and their grumbling; the accounts also are about God’s care for His people in the face of their murmuring and their grumbling.  

These accounts really do, if you think about it, stagger the imagination, and I think they were meant to.  You see, no sooner do the Israelites leave Egypt under the most miraculous of circumstances.… Would you agree?  There had been 10 plagues in the space of, roughly, about 6 months.  And on the heels of those 10 plagues, there is this incredible event called the Red Sea (crossing), which is the most significant event in the whole history of Israel.  So, right on the heels of those events, within—by the time we get to chapter 17—one month from their departure from Egypt…just one month…you see the Israelites lapse into an old pattern.  They again use their own perception of their circumstances as the standard or the basis by which they’ll judge and determine what reality is.  The Apostle Paul tells us in 2Corinthians that we live by sight, not by faith, right? (NO!!)  What does he tell us?  It’s just the opposite.  We live by faith!

7 We live by faith, not by sight. 





           (2 Corinthians 5:7)

That which we perceive with our senses, our five senses, is not all that is reality.  And we read in other places where Paul says, “Set your mind and heart on things above, not on things below.”

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 











(Colossians 3:1-2)

He said we don’t focus on what is seen; we focus on what is unseen.  

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.   





         (2 Corinthians 4:18)

This is in the realm of faith.  You and I, as Christians, function in the realm of faith.  But how often is it that that which we do see, that which we do experience determines for us the extent of reality?  How many say, “Ohhh, there’s no hope.  It just doesn’t look good!  There’s no hope!  I don’t see any way. There’s no change.  This person will not change….”  And we despair.  

This is exactly what’s going on with the Israelites.  They still have not learned…and the goal is: God wants them to learn (and us also)…that even though they are in the desert with no water and no food readily, visibly available to them, that God is above their circumstances.  They’ve forgotten this!  In fact, in the case of the passage we’re going to look at this morning, they’re just 3 days removed from the Red Sea event!  3 days!!  They had forgotten!  How quickly we forget what God has done!  How quickly we forget!  So, they grumble…they grumble!  But God is going to use their circumstances.  God is going to use their very grumbling as an occasion not to punish them but rather to teach them more about Himself.  Isn’t that marvelous?  God wants them to trust Him.  He’s going to teach them more about Himself.  

Now look with me at this first account in 15:22 through verse 27.  Let’s just read it together.

22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea….     



   (Exodus 15:22a)

Now remember, they’ve just come from the Red Sea three days earlier we’ll read.  They have just sung this incredible song of praise to God for what He has done.  They’ve acknowledged His power.  They’ve acknowledged what He has done, how He has done it, why He has done it…and we studied that last week.  So they’re 3 days removed from this,

22 …Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. (There’s a hint of trouble on the scene.  You can tell.)  23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) [Pastor Zac notes that “Marah” means bitter]  24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 

25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.

There the LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. 26 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you." 

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water. 





           (Exodus 15:22-27)

Now, it’s been 3 days since the Red Sea as we’ve said.  3 days….  You recall, I think, when Moses was talking to Pharaoh and saying, “Let my people go.  God says let us go a 3 day journey into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to the Lord.  We may worship.  We may have a festival.”   Right?  You recall that?  So now they’re 3 days into the desert and guess what?  No festival in sight, no worship in sight, no party, and no water.  Only 3 days earlier they may have been thinking they would be perfectly happy never to see another drop of water again!  Get it?!  (  “We’ve had enough of this water!” (  Now, however, the harsh realities of the desert would set in, and they begin to fear, quite frankly, that they might die of thirst.  

And then, when they finally do come to water, they find the water to be bitter.  It’s bitter; and thus, the grumbling begins against Moses.  They say, “What are we to drink?”  

Grumbling, complaining, murmuring are terrible sins!!  They’re not some minor, insignificant things!  They are terrible sins!!  Think just of the hurt and the pain they may cause in your life.  If somebody were to begin to grumble against you, complain against you, murmur against you, rightly or wrongly, how would that threaten your sense of character, personhood, security, reputation?  How would that threaten your other relationships, your position?  Grumbling and complaining and murmuring not only cause hurt and pain; but more than this, they show a great distrust of God.  

Life may have been hard in Egypt but it would seem harder still to the Israelites in the desert.  The desert was not an easy place for the Israelites to live—not only because of the harsh surroundings, the obvious surroundings, but also because their only recourse now was to trust God completely.  It’s as if they have no place else to….  They can’t run to the doctor.  They can’t call their therapist.  They can’t call the pastor.  They’re bereft of those resources in the desert.  And what would make their life…and really it’s training, too—discipline…what would make their life difficult is the fact that their only recourse is God.  Now, on the surface of it, you say, “Well, that’s who we should have recourse to.  That’s who we should ultimately trust in.”  But the reality is that most of the time we don’t!  And you know how God delights in making us wait.  (  Is that our favorite thing to do?  (No!)  No…so you can understand how difficult this sojourn now in the desert for 3 days would be, and no telling how much longer they’re going to be in the desert.  They don’t have a clue.   

If the Bible teaches us anything, I think, about human nature, it’s that total trust and obedience are rare even in the most godly person…total trust and obedience.  

Now remember these facts.  It’s important for context.  

1) The Israelites had just been delivered by God from slavery in Egypt. Right?  Key term: slavery.  Now, that’s going to be a picture of what God is going to do for His people in “the age of the church,” if you will.  He has delivered us from slavery to sin.  Paul wrotes in Colossians chapter 1, “God has rescued us from the domain of darkness.  He’s  transferred us to the kingdom of His Son whom He loves.”  

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves….     







 
 (Colossians 1:13)

So we, too, have been rescued, have been delivered from slavery—a much more insidious kind of slavery, certainly, than just the physical slavery the Israelites experienced in Egypt.  

2) The second thing that we have to remember is that the Israelites are just beginning their journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land.  Again, another picture of us as believers in our own Christian walk, in our own Christian life going towards our Promised Land which is…what?  (Heaven)  Heaven, right?  Aren’t we on a journey heading home?  Ok.  So they have a Promised Land.  We have a Promised Land.  They’ve just begun their journey.  They’ve just been rescued from slavery.  We’ve been rescued and delivered from slavery, put on a brand new path headed home.  

3) The third thing that’s important for us to remember is that this crisis here at Marah that the Israelites experience of the bitter waters is a picture, first of all, of the bitter trials that confront us on our journey to heaven.  

There are tremendous parallels here for us.  Just think of some of the bitter things that confront a person’s life, just in life—terrible, terrible suffering in some people’s life:  loss of friends (people you counted close to you and for one reason or another you’ve lost them), frustrations, loss of plans (“I’d planned….I’d been working….” and then all of a sudden it just falls apart), accidents, severe temptations, loss of job, financial failure.  And we could go on and on and on.  

Bitter trials…bitter trials are indeed the normal experience of human life.  Stuff just happens, doesn’t it?  It just happens.  You could be going along and just boom!…all of a sudden something happens—an accident happens…death….  Bitter trials confront us all.  But not only do they confront us, they cause us some measure of puzzlement I think.  Very often we’ll ask this question, “Why has God let this happen to me?”  If you’re a believer, you ask, “God, why have You let this happen to me?”  But the real question to ask is not so much, “Why, God, have you let this happen to me?”…the real question is “How am I going to respond?”  Right?  “How am I going to respond?”  Am I going to trust God to help me through this?  Am I going to trust God to strengthen me through this?  Or, am I going to complain?  Am I going to grumble?  Am I going to, perhaps, curse God?  You recall in the book of Job…Job has been stripped of everything, even his health short of death, and he turns to his wife and his wife gives him this wise counsel…what?  

9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!" (Job 2:9)

It seems to be that at our extremes we come to a place where we end up, in effect, cursing God.  “God, why have you let this happen to me?!!”  And the grumbling begins…and the complaining begins.  These things are very, very human…but we’re called to live above that.  We’re called to live in a super-human manner.  That’s the reality of being a Christian.  

Psalm 42:5, the psalmist says,

5 Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and 6 my God. 




      (Psalm 42:5-6)

There isn’t a single one of us that hasn’t been downcast.  There isn’t a single one of us who hasn’t been disturbed inside.  And we come to a fork in the road and the fork in the road is:  am I going to complain and grumble and mumble? or am I going to look up and say, “Yet I will praise You!  You are my God!  You are my Savior!”  If we go this route, we’re going to end up cursing God rather than praising Him—not only with our lips but with our very actions…or lack thereof.  

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 the Apostle Paul writes to Christians, and he assures us of the strength of God in our life, the provision of God even in the face of severe temptation…bitter temptation that just bears in on a person’s life.  He says, 

13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. (You’re not alone in these things.)  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.











       (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Someone say, “Hallelujah!!” to that. (Hallelujah!!)

Rather than, “God, why is this happening to me?!  Why have You let this happen?!”…“Lord, I know You provided this.  I know You provide strength.  I know that You provide an avenue.  Lord, my hope and my confidence is You.  I will praise You when I am faced with this!”  

Psalm 34:19,

19 A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all…. 











       (Psalm 34:19)

Ho!!  I love that!!

So here are the Israelites, after traveling for 3 days in the hot, dry desert, they finally come to water.  You would think that they would probably exalt….  They would say, “Oh, finally water!!”  But then, what a terrible disappointment.  The water is bitter.  It’s bitter…undrinkable.  

The bitter undrinkable water of Marah not only pictures for us the bitter circumstances of life, but they also are a picture of the bitter waters of this world that people drink in an effort to satisfy their soul, their thirsty soul.  Anybody who drinks of the waters of this world will never be satisfied.  We’ve all been there, haven’t we?  We’ve all drunk at the wells of the world.  We’ve all drunk at the wells of fame, power, money, influence, beauty, possessions, drugs, sex, pleasure, and we’ve found them to be elusive.  They don’t really satisfy.  The more you’re there, the more you’ve got to drink from it.  The more you drink from it, the thirstier you get.  You can never, ever be satisfied because they really are bitter.  They may taste sweet going down initially but they produce a bitterness in our life, and they produce bitter habits that control us rather than us controlling them.  

The waters of this world never satisfy the thirst of the human heart…never!!  Only Jesus can satisfy that thirst.  And that is the truth!  That is the absolute truth!!  It’s so simple.  Only Jesus satisfies.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Only Jesus satisfies!”  HE IS THE LIVING WATER!!  In the 4th chapter of John’s Gospel, you remember the incident where Jesus comes to this well in Samaria and sends His disciples away; He has this interview with this woman at the well.  And He asks her to get some water, He’s thirsty, “Get me a drink.”  And then, in the midst of their conversation, pointing to the water that she’s going to give Him, He says to her in verse 13,

13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 






      (John 4:13-14)

This is living water.  This is the water that Jesus provides.  You come to Jesus, and you recognize you’re thirsty!  You’re really thirsty!  You have no hope!  Your life is empty!  You tried to fill it with every other thing.  You cannot deny the emptiness and the thirst in your heart, and Jesus beckons, “Come to Me!”   

In John chapter 7 you see it…verse 37.  This is the Feast of Tabernacles.  Here in Jerusalem, literally thousands upon thousands upon thousands of people are arrayed in front of the temple.  And John records that, 

37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."


 
      (John 7:37-38)

“Come to me and drink.”  That’s what it means—to believe in Him.  “Lord, I don’t know…but all I know is I’m thirsty, and I’m coming to You, and I’m asking You to fill me up with Your life.  Save me.  Save me!”  Just like you’re dying of thirst and you go to somebody who has some water and you say, “Give me water!!”   You grasp that big cup of water, and you chug it down.  You say, “Ohhhhhh!  Ohhhh, I’m saved!!”  You go to Jesus, and you take Him into your life by faith.  He does an incredible work.  He takes up residence in our life, and He begins a miraculous transformation and satiating of our appetites, reorienting our lives….only Jesus!

Revelation 22:17, 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" 



          (Revelation 22:17a)

Who’s the bride?  The church.  We tell people who are thirsty out there….  The Holy Spirit in us and the bride—we’re together…we’re married, if you will.  They say, “Come!  Come!  Those of you who’re thirsty take of the free gift of the water of life.”    

17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 










           (Revelation 22:17)

Who provides that gift?  Only Jesus!  Only Jesus!!  Jesus is the answer.  Jesus is the answer!!  It’s such a simple solution but He is the answer!  

Now in our passage in the book of Exodus in chapter 15, v. 24, 

24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 
     (Exodus 15:24)

I want you to notice something…here is the first terrible sin of Israel—they grumble.  This will be a sin constantly committed when the Israelites face a crisis…and I’m going to point out some of these incidences for you in just a moment.  

Now again, keep in mind the events of three days earlier…notwithstanding the plagues prior to that where they saw the miraculous power of God sent forth to deliver them.  But here they are, three days after all these events and they’re complaining and they’re grumbling against God’s servant, Moses.  They have forgotten something.  They have forgotten God’s great power.  They’ve forgotten His care for them.  They’ve forgotten His love.  They’ve forgotten His provision.  They should remember.  

This is why when we come to the communion table we remember.  He says, “Remember Me.  Remember Me!”  Everyday we open this book.  We read it.  It’s important for us to read it every day because it helps us to remember so that our life is not without context…spiritual context.  

They had forgotten these things.  Would you say that they should have trusted God to provide water?  I mean, they’re 3 days away from the Red Sea.  You would think that 3 days out in the desert, no water yet, you would assume that there would be this word filtering through the 2 million people in the desert, “God will provide.  God will provide!  Pass the word on!!  GOD WILL PROVIDE!!”  (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is saying this in a stage whisper to illustrate how the word might have been passed around the Israelites’ camp had they remembered God’s past provision for them.)  Is that what happened?  No.  

You would presume that in memory of the Red Sea event 3 days earlier that these people would be on their face in the desert…2 million people bowing down, praying to God, “God, show our leader where the water is!”  Many of you pray that for me…and I thank you!  (  Rather than choosing to complain about me and murmur and grumble about me, you pray for me; and I thank you so much for that because you pray, “God, show him where the water is!”  (  

But you see, this doesn’t happen.  They were immature in their faith; and an immature faith is unstable, it’s unspiritual, and it is carnal.  Their carnal hearts of unbelief take over now, and they begin to grumble.  It’s just that simple.

Now this would not be the last time that they complain.  This would not be the last time they grumble or murmur.  In fact, every time they face a crisis they would complain.  They would grumble.  Every time!  

This is a signal for us.  What happens when I face a crisis in my life?  What emanates from inside of me?  Am I known as a grumbler and as a complainer and as a murmurer?  Or am I growing and maturing?  

In Exodus 16:2 (the very next chapter, we’ll see this next week), they complained and grumbled because now they had no food!  

2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 
       (Exodus 16:2)

You would think…just 3 verses later—3 verses later in the text (God’s going to provide, marvelously, water for them), you would think 3 days later they would say, “Look it, we don’t have any food but we know God’s going to provide!”  No.  

In chapter 17, the very next chapter, verse 3, they complain and grumble again because they have no water.

3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?"











       (Exodus 17:3)

You would think that they would recall Marah, the bitter water, God made it sweet and then He brought them to Elim.  God’s going to provide.  No.  They complain…again.  

In Numbers 14:2-4, they complained and grumbled because of the trials they were facing throughout their wilderness wanderings, and they now want to return to Egypt.

2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 








 (Numbers 14:2-4)

They want to return to what they thought was comfortable, was easier.  They don’t want to face growth.  They want to just sit down…they want a divorce.  It’s easier to get a divorce than it is to move on and grow.  It’s easier to quit and give up.  

When I face impossible, overwhelming circumstances in my relationship with this person, with this situation, it’s easier just to quit!  “I’m outta here!!”  To go back to the old patterns, to the old ways of living rather than hold on by faith, press on through, believing, “God, You’re going to provide.”  Somebody say, “Amen!!”  (AMEN!!)  

Numbers 16:11, they complained and grumbled because they became tired of their leaders!  Oh my gosh!!  (  (Editor’s Note:  A member of the congregation speaks up and says, “Never heard of that one before!” and Pastor Zac repeats the comment.)  (  

11 It is against the LORD that you and all your followers have banded together. Who is Aaron that you should grumble against him?" 





  (Numbers 16:11)

“We don’t like what You provided in terms of our leader, Lord!”  We start grumbling and complaining, “We don’t like the way they do things.  We don’t like the way they do….”  Be careful.  

Numbers 16:41….  And by the way, when we get to the book of Numbers, and when we begin to run into these incidences, you’ll notice that something is going to change.  God is not going to administer His grace to them.  He’s going to begin to punish them.  There is a time in which things change.  He’s going to start whipping them, disciplining them, killing them.  

Again we see this in Numbers 16:41.  Now they’re complaining and grumbling because of God’s judgment upon those Israelites who sinned against Him.  

41 The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. "You have killed the LORD's people," they said. 





  (Numbers 16:41)

You would think that they would go… (Editor’s Note:  As Pastor Zac illustrates by slapping his hand over his mouth to keep himself from talking and then begins to make sounds as though talking through his hand).  “Put a guard on my mouth!!”  You just see some of your neighbors get smited by God, and you’re going to complain?!  Oh man!  Not me!  It’s like as though you’ve got a bunch of kids and the oldest one gets the whipping.  And the other kids are going, “Phew!!”  They run for cover, and they hide!  (  You see, they’re smart!  Not the Israelites!  

Complaining and grumbling, Beloved, note this please, are signs of distrust.  Complaining and grumbling are signs of distrust—simple unbelief in God and in His provision!  When we complain, when we grumble we reveal a heart of unbelief.  We reveal a heart of distrust.  “I don’t trust YOU!”  We reveal that we DO NOT believe in God’s purpose.  We do not trust His power or His provision…that He will provide.  We just want to complain.  “It’s not going the way I want it to go and it’s not going as fast….  God, Now!!  Snap it up!!”   (Editor’s Note:  As Pastor Zac claps his hand indicating God ought to hurry it up.)  (  

The trusting heart does not complain and does not grumble against people or situations…and especially against God’s people and God’s dear servants.  The trusting heart…the heart that’s maturing, saying, “Lord, I trust You.  I trust You!” does not complain.  

Note, please, these statements about complaining and grumbling in the Scriptures:

1) Again from Exodus 16:8 (the very next chapter)—grumbling and complaining are not against the servant of God; in reality, they are against the Lord Himself.  So you may complain and grumble against those who are your leaders, either temporally or spiritually, but you’re not complaining against them; in reality, you’re complaining against God Himself because He’s put those people there—whether you like it or not!  Witness what Peter says to those believers in the 1st century church when Nero, this corrupt, vile, despicable emperor was ruling over them.  Peter says, what?  Submit to them. Even in the midst of the terrible persecution.  

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.



  
        (1 Peter 2:13)

Most of us, quite frankly, would be complaining like crazy!  

Exodus 16:8,

8 Moses also said, "You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD." 












       (Exodus 16:8)

2) Grumbling and complaining are often due to a person not believing God’s Word or listening to His voice.  Psalm 106,

24 Then they despised the pleasant land; they did not believe his promise.  25 They grumbled in their tents and did not obey the LORD. 




          (Psalms 106:24-25)

My, my, my!  

3) Grumbling and complaining are often due to the foolishness and sin of a man himself.  Proverbs 19:3,

3 A man's own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD. 
     (Proverbs 19:3)

Lamentations 3:39,

39 Why should any living man complain when punished for his sins? 
         (Lamentations 3:39)

4) Complaining and grumbling are to have NO PART in the believer’s life.  This is what Paul tells us in Philippians 2:14,

14 Do everything without complaining or arguing…. 



 (Philippians 2:14)

It’s not supposed to be anywhere in our life!  Why?  Because we’re people of faith!  We have resources available to us that nobody else has available.  Why should we, above all people, ever, ever, ever complain?!!  

5) Complaining and grumbling shall be severely judged by God!  1 Corinthians 10:10, note this please,

10 And do not grumble, as some of them (meaning the Israelites) did — and were killed by the destroying angel. 







       (1 Corinthians 10:10)

Now put yourself in the place of someone who is trying to accomplish something, and all you’re getting back is grumbling and complaining.  Would that wear thin after a while?  Would you want to smite those people?  Now, you can imagine God with infinite patience, INFINITE PATIENCE, and these people who He saved, He’s rescued, He’s given promise after promise and provision after provision, and they continue to grumble.  I can understand Him losing His patience with them…and smiting them!

Jude 14-16,

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men (Now, we studied Jude when we were in 2 Peter talking about false teachers and false prophets and so forth and Enoch prophesied about them): "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones 15 to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 16 These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. 



         (Jude 14-16)

Now, what’s the answer?  What’s the answer to the bitter waters of life?  What’s the answer to the bitter waters of our experience as we journey through this world on our way to heaven?  What’s the answer?  Jesus!  Jesus is the answer!  Only Jesus has the power to sweeten the bitter waters of life.  Only Jesus has the power to sweeten….  Just like those bitter waters, God showed Moses that piece of wood.  He said, “Take this piece of wood.  Throw it in the water.  It’ll sweeten it.”  

25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.




     (Exodus 15:25)

That piece of wood represents, if you will, Jesus.  In the midst of our bitter experience, it is only He that can sweeten that bitter experience.  You say, “I can’t possibly imagine me experiencing sweetness in the middle of this!”  Well, that’s because you’re functioning in unbelief.  As long as you function in unbelief, you will never experience it.  It’s that simple.  It’s only Jesus who will purify…only Jesus who will clean up the bitter experience of our life.  John says it very succinctly in 1John 1:9.  He says,

9 If we confess our sins, he (God) is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and (cleanse) purify us from all unrighteousness. 





          (1 John 1:9)

We have a hope for a pure life.  

Just imagine…imagine, if you will, all the trouble, all the problems, all the difficulties, all the trials and temptations of life—Jesus will take the bitterness out of them!  Only He can.  You say, “That’s too much to hope for.  That’s too much to believe!”  No, it’s not too much!  That’s why we look to Him.  It’s only Jesus who will enable us by His grace, by His power…He will enable us to embrace these difficulties and trials…to walk victoriously through them to a triumph.  Only Jesus…only Jesus!

And we’ve experienced that, haven’t we?  In the middle of something that’s just absolutely unbearable, you say, “Lord…ok, I’m Yours.”  And you choose to rejoice.  You choose to praise Him.  You choose to thank Him in the middle of it and…what?  The bitterness leaves.  The bitterness leaves!  The trial may not change but the bitterness leaves.  

James 1:12 says,

12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial….         


       (James 1:12a)

Blessed!!  Now, I can only persevere because God gives me the grace to do it.  This again is a faith walk.  

…because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 







       (James 1:12b)

The fact that I persevere under trial, depending upon His grace, shows that I love God.  That’s what James says.  

Romans 8:28 still holds true.

28 And we know (What is it that we know?) that in all (the good things, all the easy things…right? (  No, in ALL) things God works (God’s at work.  He’s at work to overrule, to transform and to use all these things in my life for my good/His glory.  Two qualifications:  I love Him and am called according to His purpose) for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 





      (Romans 8:28)

I learn to stand firm.  I learn to trust Him.  I learn to say, “Lord, You’re at work here.  I don’t understand it all but I trust You.  I know You understand it all.”  

2 Corinthians 12:9, another example of the Lord at work.  Paul, afflicted…Paul…Paul!!  You would think that God would protect him for everything.  This guy lived an absolutely, if you could speak humanly, just a miserable life!  Trials, difficulties, persecutions, beat up, left for dead, shipwrecked, you name it.  Now, he’s afflicted with some thorn in the flesh.  Three times he prays, “Lord, remove this thorn.”  God says, “No.”  Jesus says to him in verse 9 of 2 Corinthians,

9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness."








         
       (2 Corinthians 12:9a)

“I have a purpose here, Paul.  My grace is sufficient.  My power, you see, Paul, is made perfect in your weakness.  It’s not your strength that’s going to overcome this; it’s My power in your life.  But for My power to be demonstrated, you must be weak.  I’m deliberately going to weaken you so that it’s My power—so I get the glory, not you.”  So Paul’s response to that when that begins to sink in,

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  








       (2 Corinthians 12:9b)

How many want Christ’s power to rest on them more and more and more? Yeah!!  So rather than trying to be something we’re not, just say, “Lord, I’m weak!  I thank You for this trial.  I thank You for this difficulty in my life because it makes me weak…strips away my pride so that Your power may rest on me more completely.”  Does that make sense?

In verse 25, the writer says that God “tested” His people.

25 There the LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. 












   (Exodus 15:25b)

He tested them.  This is a very significant point, I think.  It’s significant because, I think, it shows us the “why” of the Israelite’s experience at the water.  In other words, God was behind the entire exercise.  God was behind the entire experience, behind the crisis, if you will, at Marah there.  God had purposed that the Israelites would find only bitter water.  Why?  That He might test them.  That He might test them!  

You say, “Does God test people?  Will God test me?!”  Ohhhh yes! (  You say, “Why does God test us?”  For a number of reasons, you can’t pin Him down.  There are multiple reasons but let me give you some examples of why God tests.  

1) First of all, God tests people in order to humble them and to reveal what’s truly in their hearts.  Some of us are legends in our own minds.  (  We’re not really willing to look and see what’s in our heart until the testing comes and the testing comes and the testing comes and the testing comes….  And finally, we have to face what’s really in our hearts.  Some of us are really proud.  How many know that pride is the mother of all sin?  

My wife and I periodically have vigorous conversations….  And her trump card is, “Are we being prideful?”  “No!!!” (  

Deuteronomy 8:2,

2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 






           (Deuteronomy 8:2)

Deuteronomy 8:16,

16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 

         (Deuteronomy 8:16)

We’re going to see this manna-thing next week.  

Psalm 17:3, I love this verse.  I wish this was me.

3 Though you probe my heart and examine me at night, though you test me, you will find nothing; I have resolved that my mouth will not sin.. 



       (Psalms 17:3)

Oh, gosh!  Don’t you wish that were you?!!

2) God tests people in order to strengthen them and keep them from sinning.  

Exodus 20:20,

20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning." 




     (Exodus 20:20)

Ok!

3) God tests people in order to see if they will obey Him.

Exodus 16:4,

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 






       (Exodus 16:4)

4) God tests people in order to refine them and to stir them to live righteous lives.

Zechariah 13:9—God divides the people into thirds and He says,

9 This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are my people,' and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.'" 







   (Zechariah 13:9)

If you know anything about the refiner’s fire…they put gold and silver…and they heat that up in a crucible…burns off the dross—they skim the dross.  They get the pure metal.  And that’s an intense heat.  God’s a refiner.

Malachi 3:3,

3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness…. 












        (Malachi 3:3)

5) God tests people in order to judge and reward them.

1 Corinthians 3:13, The believer’s work will be shown for what it is.  There’s going to come a day when God is going to test every man’s work and, again, this fire…the Day will bring it to light, it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work to see whether it was originally just wood, hay and stubble—amounts to nothing, burns up or whether if it is really precious stones, gold and silver, and so forth.

12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.
         




                (1 Corinthians 3:12-14)

6) God tests people to see if they genuinely trust Him.

John 6:5-6, Jesus is just preparing to feed the multitudes.  He knows what He’s about to do; He’s going to feed the multitudes.  And John records when Jesus saw them coming, He turns to Philip and He said to Philip, “Where are we going to buy food for all these people?”  The point was to test Philip’s faith.  Does Philip believe?  Does Philip trust that the Lord can provide?  And Philip goes, “I dunno!  I dunno!” (   

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 





          (John 6:5-6)

7) God tests people so they will learn more and more patience and endurance.

James 1:2-3,

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 



        (James 1:2-4)

If all you can do…if all you can do is just stand in the heat of the temptation and the fire and the attack and all that’s going on…if all you can do is just stand firm…STAND FIRM!  STAND FIRM!!  Keep your mouth shut and stand firm.  Let God do His work.  The temptation is to run, the temptation is to scream, the temptation is to quit, to lie down…STAND FIRM!  And you will know His grace!!  You will know His grace!!!  

Romans 5:3-5,

3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, (again) because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.
    (Romans 5:3-4)

I have HOPE!  I’ve stood the test!  My character is strengthened.  I’m a different person.  And because of that, I have hope! 
5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.    





        (Romans 5:5)

And then, the Lord tells His people, “I’m going to make you a promise.  And the promise is, I’m not going to bring the diseases that I brought on the Egyptians upon you.  But that promise is contingent upon one thing.”  

26 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you."       (Exodus 15: 26)

What’s the one thing that God wants from His people? Obedience.  But it’s not a naked obedience.  It’s an obedience that is grounded in trust.  “I trust You.  I trust You!  I’m going to do what You say!”  

I’m constantly telling people, giving them wise and godly counsel presumably, and I tell them, I say,  “Now, trust me.  Trust me!  If you’ll do this______, you will see God’s hand in your life marvelously.”  Now if you don’t trust me, you’re not going to do it.  

I would see that when I was a pharmacist.  This would never cease to amaze me.  People would come; they’d ask for recommendation for some over-the-counter remedy for some problem.  So, I’d come out from behind the case there and I’d show them, “This is it—This is it—and this is it.”  And I’d explain all the different ingredients and say, “For your symptoms, this is the best thing for you to take right now.”  And they’d say, “You’re sure?  This is it? Ok.”  And I’d step back.  They would take what I gave them, put it back on the shelf, and they would choose something else!  (  Why did you even bother asking me?!  And it’s no different amongst Christians!!  People come and ask for my counsel.  I say, “Do this, this, and this.”  They go, “Noooo!”

Obedience.  

Now, what are the diseases that God brought upon the Egyptians?  All the stuff from the plagues, you remember?  “I’m going to protect you.”  Now, remember, God is no respecter of persons, true?  So, a rebellious Israelite would fare no better than a rebellious Egyptian.  “You rebel and I’m going to bring all the diseases….  Just like I whipped the Egyptians, I’ll whip you.”  

Galatians 6:7-8 puts it very succinctly, “

7 Do not be deceived (Don’t try to fool yourself.  Don’t live in La La land.): God cannot be mocked (He will not be mocked!). A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap (What?) destruction (That’s why we’re here…because we’ve been out there.  We understand something of the destruction of our lives because of sowing to foolishness.  So we’re learning…); the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap (What?) eternal life. 




  
  (Galatians 6:7-8)

And eternal life begins the moment we begin to sow to it.  The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  It’s here now.  We can embrace eternal life now.  We don’t have to wait ‘til heaven.  It’ll be fulfilled in heaven.  

You say, “Well, does God chastise?  Does God discipline people today?  If I’m really, really, really, really good, will God discipline me?”  Yes!!  “He will?!!  Why?!!!”  For your good and because He loves you.  

Somebody said, “You should spank your kids regularly.  Even if you don’t think they’ve done anything wrong, you have to know they’ve probably already done something wrong, and they already deserve it.” (  

--God chastises us to correct us.  

--God chastises us to keep us from going off the track.  He doesn’t punish us!  This is NOT punishment!  Jesus took the punishment for our sins.  Punishment has a view towards the past.  Discipline has a view towards the future.  

--God chastises us to keep us from damaging ourselves.

--God chastises us to keep us from bringing guilt and pain into our lives and into the lives of others.

--God chastises us to keep us from stumbling into things that are worse.

Deuteronomy 8:5,

5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. 








           (Deuteronomy 8:5)

I think if the truth be known, all of us would say, “I need discipline in my life.”  I would like to be able to say I can completely discipline myself but I need discipline in my life.  I need God to work in my life.

Psalm 94:12, I love this,

12 Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD, the man you teach from your law….  












       (Psalm 94:12)

Blessed!  He’s going to be a blessed man!!  When I would discipline my son growing up—part of the process—always he would have to say, “Dad, thank you for the discipline.  I needed that.  My life is blessed.”  And pretty soon he got to believe that.  (
Proverbs 3:11-12,

1 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 
           (Proverbs 3:11-12)

Hebrews 12:5-7 repeats that same passage from Proverbs 3:11-12 and expands upon it.

5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.   




           (Hebrews 12:5-11)

Revelation 3:19,

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. (Revelation 3:19)

In other words, learn from it.  

The last verse, v. 27 of our passage…marvelous picture here.  It’s a picture of God’s great goodness to His people.  It’s a picture of His abundant provision for His people at Elim.

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water. 






     (Exodus 15:27)

It’s an oasis…an oasis.  How easy it is for us to grumble and to complain too quickly.  If we would only wait to see God’s provision.  Beloved, Psalm 30:5 says this,

5 For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5)

Simon Peter may be locked in a prison but there’s an angel that’s going to deliver him.  Paul and Silas are beaten at night in prison but there’s going to come an earthquake that’s going to set them free.  There is a Marah along the path of your life but there is also an Elim, a place of refreshment, a place after you’ve been tested.  God brings you…refreshes you.  God’s plan for usefulness always leads to Marah and then to Elim.  Beyond every Marah there is an Elim.  Beyond every shadow there is an Elim.  Beyond every cloud there is the sun.  Beyond every trial there is a triumph.  Beyond every storm there is a rainbow.  

This is the way God leads us: Marah…Elim—Marah…Elim.  The question is when we come to Marah, do we grumble and complain or do we know that there is an oasis, there is relief, there is healing, there is restoration, there is blessing if we would but wait through it.  Trust Him.  And let that discipline, let that testing have it’s work in our life.  Don’t quit!  Don’t give up!  Don’t argue!  Don’t grumble!  Trust God!!  And He will bring you to that season of refreshment…Elim.  Let us, Beloved, live confidently.  Let us live hopefully.  Let us live faithfully.  Amen?  (Amen!)

Father, Thank You.  We love You this morning.  Thank You, Lord, for this word that You’ve given to us.  Thank You, Lord, that we can learn from the experiences of the Israelites.  Indeed, that You’ve written these things down that we might learn from them.  Thank You that You’ve given us Your Spirit.  Thank You that You’ve promised us Your power and Your grace to meet every need.  Lord, there isn’t a single one of us in this room this morning that doesn’t need to bow our head and confess our own foolishness, our own grumbling and complaining, our own distrust of You, lapsing into our own carnal attitudes and behavior.  Lord, we are truly sorry for not trusting You more faithfully.  We thank You, Lord, for all that You’re doing.  We thank You that Your purposes for us are good, pleasing and perfect.  We thank You and rejoice even in the midst of our trials because we know that You are greater than those and that You have great purpose….
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