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How many of you would consider yourself, would say of yourself that you are saved, born again, going to heaven, believe in Jesus, some variation of those things?  Oh, not everybody.  I have some work to do I guess.  (  For those of you that did raise your hand, who consider yourself saved, is this “being saved”…what does it mean?  What does it mean?  I’m not saying theologically.  What are the implications now for your life?  “I’m saved!”  So what?  What’s that mean?  “I’m going to heaven.”  That it?  What are the implications of this?  What does God want?  Does God want something?  Does He require anything?  Obedience?  Your life?  What did I say last week?  What was the heart from last week?  He wants our heart!  He wants our heart!!  He wants, really…let me just put it this way—has God made a commitment to us? (Yes) Is it reasonable, then, to think that He would want a corresponding commitment from us?  All right.  That’s the principle we want to talk about this morning.  We’re going to see God call His people Israel.  He’s done miraculous things for them, has He not?  He’s sent Moses down to Egypt.  He’s worked miracles in Egypt.  He’s set them free from slavery.  He’s brought them through the Red Sea.  He’s brought them through several trials on their way to Mt. Sinai.  So at every juncture, God has blessed His people, provided for His people, rescued His people, delivered His people….  He’s been faithful, has He not?  And in reaching out to them and doing all that He’s done for them, it’s fully reasonable to expect that He would want some response from them.  He doesn’t save them for no reason at all.  So He’s going to call for a commitment from them.  

When you and I are saved, our salvation is not merely a fire escape.  It’s not merely fire insurance, if you will.  God has made a commitment to us, and He wants a commitment in return.  We’re going to look a little bit this morning at that.  

How many have read ahead?  How many have read chapter 19?  I want to encourage you.  Read ahead!  I know you’re probably doing other devotional reading but read the chapter that we’re anticipating.  Next week we’re going to be studying chapter ….?  (20)  Chapter 20, very good!  (  How long have I been with you?  (  (  Next week chapter 20, right?  What’s in chapter 20?  Anybody know?  The 10 Suggestions!  That’s right!  (  And we’re going to study through those one at a time—one   commandment a week.  So we’re going to be in chapter 20 for 10 to 12 weeks.  I think it’s that important for us to understand God’s principles—the implication of those principles for life.  Now, they’re principles. They’re principles that are applicable no matter any age that we live in, and they reflect our commitment to God and His prior commitment to us.  Does that make sense?  So, read ahead please.  Prepare yourself so that when we get to the passage you will already have read it, you’ll have thought about it, you’ve meditated on it.  You’re much better prepared for us to unpack it. 

So let’s look at chapter 19 and read this chapter together.

1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt — on the very day — they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." 

7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 

9 The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you." Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 

10 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 'Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.' Only when the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain." 

14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. 15 Then he said to the people, "Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations." 

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.   

20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them." 

23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.'" 

24 The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against them." 

25 So Moses went down to the people and told them. 


             (Exodus 19:1-25)

Back in chapter 3 of the book of Exodus when God called Moses to go down to Egypt and to bring Israel out of Egypt, He told Moses this in verse 12,

12 And God said, "I will be with you….”





     (Exodus 3:12a)

Remember, Moses was nervous.  He offered all manner of excuses.  He didn’t want to go down and do this thing.  So God says,  

“I will be with you.  And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you:”











     (Exodus 3:12a)

Now the sign is actually fulfilled after the fact.  And He says, “Here’s the sign.”

When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 










                 (Exodus 3:12b)

Now, he’s back at Mt. Sinai where the original call came from, and that Word from God is now being fulfilled right here in chapter 19.  The sign is, very simply, being fulfilled that God did send him down, the people are there, and they’re there to worship God.  So all this is now being fulfilled.

It had only been three months now since God has delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt.  It’s only been three months!  Remember, the Israelites were down there for, what?  400+ years in slavery.  So they were…that nation was very firmly entrenched in Egypt.  They were influenced by all the customs of Egypt.  They were influenced by the gods of Egypt.  They were influenced by the power of Egypt.  And in the mind of the Israelites now being released, they were just, basically, a few days away from entering the Promised Land.  They could almost taste it.  It’s almost within their grasp.  They’ve been out of Egypt now, and they’re on their way to the Promised Land.  In their minds, presumably, they’re thinking, “As soon as we get there, we can settle down.  We can get on with our lives!”  Boy!  Wouldn’t that sound exciting?!  

How many have ever noticed that you have some goals but you don’t quite always get to those goals in the timetable that you set?  Always seem to be things that come up?  Well, this is what’s going to happen to the Israelites.  

You see, complete redemption, this is a very, very important concept, complete redemption involved more than just getting Israel out of Egypt.  It also involved getting Egypt out of Israel.  How many know what I’m talking about?  Remember, everything that went wrong after they left, they wanted to, what?  They wanted to go back to Egypt.  They wanted to go back to the comfort zone.  They wanted to go back to that which was familiar and easy—even though it would have meant slavery to them!  

How difficult it is for us to press on in faith sometimes.  And so it’s going to be God’s job now, He’s delivered them out of Egypt, now He’s going to deliver Egypt out of them.  And we can sum that up in this short little statement:  Duty follows deliverance.  He’s going to assign to them, He’s going to instruct them, He’s going to give them His Law.  He’s going to tell them what He expects of them.  And in so doing, He is going to begin to change the course of their life, their thinking, their attitudes just like He does with us.  He saves us out of the world system, true?  He saves us out of slavery to sin.  But then for the rest of our life, He’s going to, what?  He’s going to get the world out of us.  Have us be more and more and more transformed.  The principles we see in the Old Testament translate very, very nicely into the New Testament, into our own experience, as we shall see.  

Now the question is: how is God going to get Egypt, or, literally, the spirit of the world…how is He going to get that out of His people?  How’s He going to make His people more like He wants them to be?  Two things were necessary.

First, He’s going to give them His Law.  He’s going to teach them His way—give them His Mind, if you will.  He’s going to describe to them how they were to live.  He’s going to describe to them what to do, what not to do—much as we raise up children.  As a parent, we train up our children in the way they should go so that when they’re old, they will what?  They’ll not depart from it.  In other words, they have a path to run on; they have a track to run on.  But it requires right from the get-go that parents train them up.  Train them, train them, train them.  And that’s exactly what God’s going to do for these children of His He’s just brought out of slavery.  He’s going to begin to train them, and He’s going to give them His Word, give them His Law.  He’s going to spell out exactly how life was meant to be lived.  

Now remember, they’re going to be out of Egypt but they’re going to still be living in the midst of a pagan world.  The ancient Near East was very, very pagan, full of all manner of heinous practices.  If you just read ancient Near Eastern history, if you’re a history buff, there’s a number of books you can just pick up and read about customs, practices…you’d be appalled at the kind of things that had gone on.   

Now the second thing that God is going to do is He’s going to give them His presence.  It’s going to begin right here.  He’s going to manifest Himself in a very, very special and a very powerful way—a way that presumably they would never ever forget.  It would be emblazoned on their memories as God demonstrates His presence.  This would presumably help them obey Him (obey His commands); and also, His presence will guide them as they continue to journey on their way to the Promised Land.  So God is always going to be with them.  He’s always going to be guiding them.  He’s going to give them His presence.  

Has God given us His presence?  (Yes)  He’s given us His Word. He’s given us His presence, hasn’t He? But we possess the Holy Spirit indwelling us, they had God’s presence just walking with them—big difference.  

But simply, if I can state it this way, here’s what God is going to do.  He’s going to simply issue a call to His people—a call to enter into a covenant relationship with Him just like God calls us into covenant relationship with Him.  (It’s called the New Covenant.)  We’re going to celebrate that covenant again this morning as we take communion together a little bit later on.  But the covenant God’s going to call Israel into is called the Mosaic covenant because Moses is the mediator of this covenant, of this agreement between God and His people.  That’s simply why it’s called the Mosaic Covenant.  The Mosaic Covenant is actually a continuation of the Abrahamic Covenant.  

Now remember, the Abrahamic Covenant pictured salvation by faith in the promises of God.  God came to Abraham, and He made him these promises in chapter 12 (of Genesis).  He said, “I’ll bless you.  You’re going to be the father of multitudes of offspring.  All the world will be blessed through you. All the nations are going to be blessed through you.”  

1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth  will be blessed through you." 












   (Genesis 12:1-3)

Terrific promises.  Abraham never saw those promises fulfilled but he lived by faith.  He saw the promises fulfilled from afar.  And those promises were passed onto his son, Isaac.  Who then passed the promises onto Jacob.  Who passed the promises on to his 12 sons—and the promises now are going to continue to be passed on.  

So, Israel is really…God is telling them to walk by faith, just like Abraham.  That walk is going to be evidenced by how they live those promises out, how they exhibit their faith through the Mosaic Covenant.  Does that make sense?  The Mosaic Covenant is just a continuation, if you will, of the Abrahamic Covenant.  And just as the Abrahamic Covenant pictures salvation by faith, the Mosaic Covenant pictures the believers’ actual life and their walk.  In other words, it’s how one fleshes out this belief.  

Now the people are camped at the base of Mt. Sinai.  It’s been three months.  

1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt — on the very day — they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 




   (Exodus 19:1-2)

They’re going to remain there for approximately one year.  It’s during that one year that all the events from this point on (in the book of Exodus, to the balance of Exodus, through Leviticus, up through chapter 10:10 of the book of Numbers—all that encompasses those passages) will happen at the base of Mt. Sinai.  It’ll be just short of one year that they’ll be there—receiving God’s Word.  So they’re going to be in school for a year; they’re going to be in instruction for a year.  

Now note in verse 3, this is important, God refers to His people by two names. Now, we just read right over that, and it appears to have no consequence.  It’s just coincidental.  God just uses both names.  What names does He refer to his people?  How does He refer to His people in verse 3?  Anybody?  

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, "This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel:” 











       (Exodus 19:3)

The first way is what?   “the house of …” ?  (Jacob)  Now I think it’s purposeful that God does this.  The “house of Jacob”—the fact that He references them first as the house of Jacob would indicate to them, remind them, of their very, very humble beginnings.  They had very humble beginnings.  Jacob was not the most illustrious character, was He?  I mean if you look into the “Hall of Fame” of Israel’s history and their forefather Jacob…Abraham was a great man of faith, Isaac—basically not much is told about Isaac, but Jacob, there is a lot told to us about Jacob.  He was called, basically, a “conniver” and so forth and so on, “deceiver”….  So out of that reference they are reminded of their very humble beginnings.  

But then God quickly calls them “the people of Israel.”  He does so, He calls them “the people of Israel” because He wants to call them to a higher view and a higher calling.  If you go back into chapter 32 of the book of Genesis…how many recall what happened in that chapter?  Jacob did what with God?  He wrestled with God. Because he prevailed in that wrestling with God—he wrestled all night (we’re not told it’s God, directly, but he wrestled with a man, presumably it’s God.  We’re led to that intimation.) 

24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak.                 (Genesis 32:24)

He says to this man, 

But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 


(Genesis 32:26b)

And God at that point cheats, doesn’t He?  (  He disables Jacob—puts his hip out of joint.  

25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak."







           (Genesis 32:25-26)

So now, all he can do is hang on to God.  He can’t actively wrestle.  He’s just going to hang on now because he’s disabled; he can’t stand.  But the point is, he hangs on.  He prevails with God.  That’s the point.  That’s the meaning of “Israel”—he who strives and prevails with God.

27 The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered.  28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."  29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared." 

           (Genesis 32:27-30)

So I’m going to suggest to you that God is challenging His people now to no longer look at themselves as being “the house of Jacob” but being “the people of Israel.”  That they would strive, they would persevere, and they would prevail with God.  Do you see what He’s calling them to?  

As parents we tell our kids, we say, “You’re better than that,” don’t we—when they misbehave or when they do something that disappoints us or they act immature?  We tell them….  We want them to aspire to that which is better.  We say, “You’re better than that!  You’re better than that!!”  We want them to lift their heads.

God’s doing the same thing.  He says, “You’re no longer the house of Jacob.  You’re the people of Israel!  Israel is your father, not Jacob any more.”  Very, very important distinction I think.  

So the first stage now—Moses’ mission comes in multiple stages—the first stage of his assignment is complete.  He’s brought God’s people out of Egypt to Mt. Sinai.  Now the second stage begins.  

In the second stage, Moses is going to interact with God at Mt. Sinai.  He’s going to climb this mountain in this chapter three times to meet with God.  The first time is in verse 4.  He goes to talk to God, and God gives him a message for the people.  And God’s message to the people can be summed up in one word.  What do you think the one word is that God wants the people to know?  

When we come to the Lord’s Table, it’s a table of…?  (Remembrance)  Remembrance, that’s right.

4 “'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt….’”
      

 
     (Exodus 19:4a)

God wants the people to remember.  He’s calling them to remember.  Now what is He calling them to remember, do you think?  Hmmm?  Yeah, He says, “I want you to look back.  I want you to look back over these past several months and look at what I have done for you!  How I’ve rescued you.  How I’ve been faithful to you.  How I’ve delivered you.  How I’ve provided for you.  How I have brought you through every trial and difficulty and test.  Look back.”  

Beloved, can you and I look back over our life…you know, you just take a little time and you sit back and just say, “God, You have been faithful.  You’ve delivered me from that….and that…and that….  You’ve allowed these trials, these tests, these difficulties but You’ve been faithful.  You’ve given me strength and grace when I had no hope.  You lifted me up out of the mire of depression and discouragement.  God, You’ve set Your hand on me.  I know that I’m not alone!  God, You have been faithful. You saved me.  You keep providing for me.  You’re growing me.  You’re strengthening me.”  How many can say that?

You see, God wants us to remember.  He says to His people, “I want you to look back, and I want you to remember what I have done for you.”  Israel’s deliverance from Egypt…and God describes it this way, He describes it like He was an eagle swooping down, hovering over its young, and carrying them off to safety.  

“’…and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.’”
     (Exodus 19:4b)
In fact, He uses that very same description in Deuteronomy chapter 32.  Let me read this to you,

10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, 11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest  and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.  12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him. 


 (Deuteronomy 32:10-12)

Isn’t that a beautiful picture?  The Israelites could understand this.  If you know anything about eagles and how they nurture their young, eagles actually carry their young on their wings, on their back, up high, and then they drop them so they learn how to fly…and then they swoop down to catch them!  It’s a marvelous picture.  I saw one of those National Geographic programs that pictured this—and the eagles actually were doing this with their young.  It was absolutely fascinating!  

So God says, “I’m like that to you!  I’ve caught you.  I’m hovering.  I’m bringing you up.  I’m teaching you how to fly!  And even though your wings aren’t strong enough, I let you go but I swoop down and catch you!”  What a marvelous picture!  So God describes to them that this is how He has delivered them…like an eagle.  

So the basis now of the covenant that God is going to call Israel into, call His people to commit to, the basis of it was all that He’s already done for them.  He’s provided the foundation.  Now He’s going to call them and invite them in.  

As it’s been said, there’s been three months now since God has saved and redeemed His people from the evil and the harsh treatment of Egyptian slavery.  And it was absolutely…you and I have no concept of the cruelty of the Egyptian slavery but it was absolutely devastating.  And for three months now God has been guiding His people; He’s been delivering His people; He’s been rescuing them through trial after trial; He’s been training them and teaching them; now it is time for God’s people to make a commitment to Him.  They haven’t done so to this point.  Now God’s going to call them into a formal commitment, a formal relationship.  It’s kind of like they’ve been living together for a little while.  It’s time to get married.  

Verse 5, not only are the Israelites to remember what God has done, but that memory is to motivate them to obey Him.  

5 “’Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’"         







  (Exodus 19:5-6a)

How many Moms do we have?  Moms, have you ever said this to your kids, “You don’t know what I’ve gone through for you!”  (  If you haven’t, you will! (  And all of that is intended to what?  To draw out of them a sense of loyalty and respect and obedience.  “I’ve given up my LIFE for you!!”  (  (
So when God calls them to remember, it’s to motivate them to obey…motivate them to obey.

Now, their movement to the mountain, God’s bringing them to that mountain now, is not simply a free ride.  It was not without obligation.  Something was expected of them.  

Our salvation is not just simply a free ride so we can do what we want to do.  Our salvation comes with an expectation of God in response.  That’s very, very important for us to understand.  

Having said that, I want to make something clear lest I be misunderstood.  Israel’s faithfulness to the covenant, their obedience, though required by God, should in no way be understood to mean that Israel worked for her salvation in the Old Testament—very, very important!  

The Israelites were not to keep the Law in order for God to save them.  They have already been saved, have they not?  They have already been delivered.  God has already brought them out of Egypt.  The Law that He now gives them is the next stage of their developing relationship with God—very important distinction.  

The Law that He’s going to give them is simply what is expected of a people already redeemed…already redeemed!  The people do not earn their salvation any more than you or I earn our salvation.  Remember, they are to have faith in the promises of God to Abraham, from Abraham to Isaac, from Isaac to Jacob, from Jacob to the 12 tribes.  They’re always the promises of God.  

We live by faith in the promises of God through the finished work of Jesus Christ on that cross.  Does that make sense?  It’s always by faith in what God has said.  And the basis upon which we evidence that is the fact that we actually do what God requires us to do.  

So, once saved, they are now obligated, as are we, to act in a manner worthy of their high calling.  Do they have a high calling?  Yes they do, and we’ll see that high calling spelled out in the three promises that God’s going to give them in the next verses; and that high calling is a high calling that we have received, too, and we’ll see that later.  Peter talks to us about that.  

We have a high calling; they had a high calling.  Notice what the Apostle Paul says about this in Ephesians 4:1,

1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 









     (Ephesians 4:1)

How should I live my life?  Just any way I want?  I tell my son, I say, “You are my son.  You are my son.  You’re not anybody else’s.”  “Well, so and so….”  “I don’t care what so and so does.  I don’t care what their parents let them do.  You are my son.  You have a calling on your life.  You live up to that calling.”  Paul says the very same thing, “You live up to the calling that you have received.”

He says the very same thing in 2 Thessalonians 1:11, talks about the calling.

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 






                 (2 Thessalonians 1:11)

Israel has received a call from God, and He’s going to give them that which they need to know and understand in order to live that calling.  Plus, His presence is going to be with them to help them.  Does that sound vaguely familiar to us?  Yes, it does.

Now, God had saved them.  He had delivered them.  Now He expects them to follow Him.  He says to them,  “If you follow Me, if you obey Me, if you do what I tell you to do, if you keep My covenant, if you obey My commands, then this describes the calling I’ve called you to.”  And He couches it in three terms.  

First of all, He tells them that they would be a special treasure to Him…a special treasure.  

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 


       (Exodus 19:5)

Isn’t that a beautiful picture?  Do we want our kids to feel like a special treasure?  Yeah, but we tell them, “Act like it!”  Right? (  God says, “You’re a blessing…now be a blessing!”

So He says, “You’ll be a special treasure to Me.”  Israel is His holy property!  A special treasure to HIM!  Every parent understands this.  They are God’s royal property by virtue of His own Will and His own desire.  Note the phrase in that verse, He says, “…the whole earth is mine,” implying that He can do whatever He pleases, can’t He?  He can choose whoever He pleases.   “The whole earth is mine.”  The Lord can do as He pleases, and it pleased Him to make Israel His “treasured possession.”  And they could demonstrate that by how they lived.  

We are His special possession.  Look at how we live.  We reflect glory back to Him.  There isn’t a parent around who doesn’t want their kids, in some sense, to reflect glory back to them and how they’ve raised them.  Isn’t that true?  

Deuteronomy 7:7, God says this to Israel,

7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.     

           (Deuteronomy 7:7)

In other words, “You weren’t such hot stuff!”  Sometimes we say, “God, why did You choose me?  ‘Cause I’m cute?”  (  “No.”  “Because I’m educated?”  “No.”  Because I’ve got money?”  “No.”  “Because I’m….”  “No, no, no, no, no!!!”  No human qualifications fit into the category whereby God chooses us.  

He says, 

8 But it was because the LORD loved you….



         (Deuteronomy 7:8a) 

I don’t know how many of you feel loveable.  You know, all of us have our days when we don’t feel loveable, isn’t that true?  We just, you know, “Do you love me?”  “Yes.”  “Why?”  “I just do.”  “Well give me a reason!  “I have no a reason.  I just love you!”  

…because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 






         (Deuteronomy 7:8b)


It just simply was His choice.  He could have chosen any people.  He chose them, and now, He wants to make them His royal possession.  He wants them to realize that.

Secondly, they would become also a kingdom of priests to Him.  High calling.  

6 “’you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."         






       (Exodus 19:6)

Was the whole nation a priestly nation?  Was the whole nation a priestly nation?  Who knows?  No they were not.  One tribe was the priestly….  There was only one tribe.  What tribe was that?  (Levi)  The Levites.  But He says here that He wants to make them, in effect, a whole nation of priests.  What happened?  Did they obey Him to fulfill that high calling?  No, we’ll find out as we walk with them.  You know where the turning point happens?  Kadesh Barnea.  You can read ahead.  You find out what happens at Kadesh Barnea. It’s right then and there where God changes things for them.  

8 This is what your fathers did when I sent them from Kadesh Barnea to look over the land. 9 After they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and viewed the land, they discouraged the Israelites from entering the land the LORD had given them. 10 The LORD's anger was aroused that day and he swore this oath: 11'Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly, not one of the men twenty years old or more who came up out of Egypt will see the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— 12 not one except Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, for they followed the LORD wholeheartedly.' 13 The LORD's anger burned against Israel and he made them wander in the desert forty years, until the whole generation of those who had done evil in his sight was gone. 



           (Numbers 32:8-13)

The whole nation is not going to become a priestly nation; it’s going to be reduced to one tribe—the tribe of Levi.  Tremendous things happen at Kadesh Barnea.  But the whole nation would be a kingdom of priests.  The whole nation was meant…all the Israelites were meant to be able to stand before God.  The whole nation, the whole people were meant to have access to God!  They were meant to be…well, what does a priest do?  Ministers to God and ministers on behalf of God to, what?  the people.  So this is the manner in which God would use Israel, all of Israel, with respect to the rest of the nations.  

Now we know the ultimate fulfillment of that is through the Messiah.  Isn’t that true?  All the nations of the earth would be blessed with the Messiah—but it wasn’t just the Messiah, it was also the nation, the people of Israel.  God meant for His people to be a blessing to the nations.  They were to be a kingdom of priest to the nations.  Not only His special possession, but a kingdom of priests.

The third thing that pictures this high calling that God calls them to aspire to is that they would be a holy nation.  

6 “’you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."         






       (Exodus 19:6)

As a kingdom of priests, Israel was to be set apart.  That’s what “holy” means.  Holy means to be set apart.  Holy doesn’t mean pious, you know, like a little choirboy.  Holy means “set apart from the world, set apart to God and His purposes.”  We understand that concept.

So Israel is to be different, set apart, a holy nation.  They are to be different from the world because they are a treasured possession.  They are to be separate—not in the sense of living in isolation from the other nations, but rather, just simply different.  You see, as holy and priestly, as different, they would be the means by which God would bring the nations to have greater knowledge of Him.  Beautiful picture.  Beautiful picture!

Now in verses 7-9, he goes back and He gives the elders the Word of God, “This is what God has said.”  
7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 




       (Exodus 19:7)

The elders presumably tell the people, and then the people respond in verse 8. How did they respond?  With grumbling?  Are they not too sure?  Are they enthusiastic, do you think?  Yes!  Absolutely! In verse 8 they say very simply, “We will do MOST of the things…  (No!)  the easy things…”  (No!)  “We’ll do….” what?  “Everything!  We’re going to do ALL the Lord has said!”  

8 The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 





       (Exodus 19:8)

Boy, isn’t that a marvelous response.  It’s right there at verse 8, (you write this in your margin, right there at verse 8) the Mosaic covenant is made.  That’s where the Mosaic covenant is made—verse 8.  God’s made the offer.  The people have accepted.  They’re in covenant relationship now—verse 8.  They commit themselves to do everything the Lord has said, but now, what has the Lord said that they should do?  Has He given them the terms of the covenant yet?  Is anything spelled out?  No.  Nothing.  Not a word of it.  Nothing!  They don’t yet even know the terms of the covenant—God has not spelled out His laws; however, the people have learned, to some degree certainly, that God loved them, that God cared for them—that was part of remembering all that He had done.  “Oh yes.  Oh yes!  Oh yes!!”  

So if you or I were to stand there, and we were to ask them, “Does God love you?”  Yes!!  “Does He care for you?  Has He cared for you?”  Yes!!  “How do you know that?”  Well, because He’s done this, and this, and this, and this, and this…. Yes, God cares for me.  

See, so they know that.  They’ve come to that conclusion.  That’s the basis on which they say, “Yes!”  to this covenant offer.  They’re committing themselves to God personally.  

You and I…we recognize God’s grace, His love, His compassion, we hear about His love through the cross and so forth….  We don’t know all the theology.  We don’t know all that He’s going to require of us.  All we know is we want to love Him back, and we want to be in relationship with Him because now we see that He’s a great God, He’s a good God, He’s a merciful God, compassionate, forgiving, to thousands of generations and we say, “I want Him to be in relationship with me!”  Isn’t that right?  

That’s what the Israelites do.  They were committing themselves to Him, declaring that they would trust Him.  They would follow Him.  They would go wherever He led, and do whatever He commanded.  It’s kind of unqualified.  We say, “Lord, I love You.  Whatever You want!”  Now we don’t exactly know what He wants.  We find out when we read His Book.  

Now what did God think about their response?  If you were God, what would you think about their response?  Would you be pleased?  Would you be happy?  Would you be hopeful?  Let me read to you from Deuteronomy chapter 5.  Here’s God’s response, verse 28,  Moses says, 

28 The LORD heard you when you spoke to me and the LORD said to me, "I have heard what this people said to you. Everything they said was good.”

         (Deuteronomy 5:28)

Oh my!  What parent, on overhearing their children speak—their kid say, “I love my mom.  I love my dad.  I just want to do everything they ask me.”  Doesn’t that parent just go,  “Ooooooooo! (  Isn’t that wonderful?”  But you also think this, don’t you?  Verse 29,

29 “Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever!” 


         (Deuteronomy 5:29)

We love what they say but we want them to keep on.  God loves their response!!  But He knows that they’re inclined to rebellion.  He says, “Ohhhhhh, I would that they would persist.  I would that they would stay with me.”  Marvelous picture, isn’t it?  And we will see, tragically, that much of Israel’s history will fall short of their enthusiastic and well-intentioned “yes!”  

Now, Moses goes back up the mountain for the second time to bring Israel’s answer back to the Lord.  In order to prevent any confusion whatsoever, in order to prevent any further opposition…have the people been, in a sense, opposed to Moses?  They hassle Moses?  Didn’t trust Moses?  Right?  They’re saying, “You brought us out here to kill us.”  “We’re going to die.”  “You’re misleading us.”  So it’s very, very important to God that the people trust Moses.  So God tells Moses, “Look, I’m going to talk to you out of the cloud and the people are going to hear my voice.  This is going to dispel any doubts whatsoever that the words you speak to them…that you made them up.  It’s going to be clear that I give you these words. I want these people to trust you.  I want them to follow you.”  It’s very, very important to God because He goes to this extent.

9 The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you." Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 






         
       (Exodus 19:9)

So God gives instructions that the people now were to be consecrated.  He speaks out of that cloud to Moses.  He says, “Go, consecrate the people.” Now, what does it mean to be consecrated?  Consecrated simply means to be separated.  Now, remember, they’re to be a “holy people,” a separate people.  They’re to be separated from the pollutions of the world. They’re to cleanse themselves, if you will, symbolized by the washing of their clothes.

10 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.”    
(Exodus 19:10-11) 
And no doubt, as they washed their clothes for those couple of days in anticipation of God’s visit on the third day, as they washed their clothes, they would be thinking, presumably, about washing their life, about being fully focused on the Lord when He comes.  “I want to be ready.”  

It’s just like you’re going to go someplace very, very, very important with some very, very, very important people, and if you don’t go buy new clothes, you certainly get your clothes clean.  Isn’t that true?  You want to wear the very best.  And you’re totally absorbed, totally focused on that meeting.  You are, in a sense, consecrating yourself to the purpose of that meeting and making the best impression and making the most of that meeting.  Is that a fair analogy?  So this is what God’s doing.  He’s calling Moses to go down and get the people ready.  Get the people ready.  Get them focused.  Consecrate them.  

They are to be prepared for the Lord to visit them on the third day.  He adds a second command.  He says, “By the way, I want you to put a boundary around the base of the mountain.  The people are not allowed to come up on the mountain nor are they allowed to even touch the foot of the mountain.

12 Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 'Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the foot of it.




          (Exodus 19:12-13a)

Now why is that?  Why is that?!  Is this just an arbitrary thing?  Is God just being mean?  No!  There’s purpose in that.  And the purpose, very simply, is that the people were to reverence Him.  They were to acknowledge and respect His holiness—that He is wholly different than they were.  They did not have the capacity, they did not have the righteousness to approach a holy God. 

You and I, as human beings, in and of ourselves, we do not have, we cannot approach a holy God.  This is what the world thinks, the world says, “Well, I just talk to God.”  No you don’t!!  You’re talking into the air.  You are talking into the air!  

The people were not to cross those boundaries because if they did, they would be executed.  

 Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.' Only when the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain."










         (Exodus 19:12b-13) 

God is very serious about His holiness—that we hold Him in awesome respect.  This is why the Bible says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  

10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.        







     (Proverbs 9:10)

You start getting real smart when you begin to fear God, when you respect Him and hold Him in awe.  Those boundaries pictured the tremendous distance between God and man.  And man cannot in and of himself traverse that distance to get to God.  If he thinks he can, he’s going to only end up dead—dead spiritually for ever and ever and ever.  He can’t get to God on His own.  Does that make sense.  

So any person who violated and did not reverence and fear God’s holy presence was to be executed.  

Because God had demanded that the people be consecrated, that their focus of their attention be totally on Him, verse 15 tells us that Moses has the people even now (we’re not told that this is God’s instruction), but Moses takes it a step further apparently and has the people even abstain from sexual relations during those three days of preparation.  

14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes. 15 Then he said to the people, "Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations." 





           (Exodus 19:14-15)

In other words, not only are they to wash their clothes, but he wants them to fast even from sexual relations.  He wants them totally focused on the Lord, being prepared for that visit.  

V. 16 tells us that having been consecrated, the people are now ready to meet God.  “All right!  We’re ready!  Three days we’ve been preparing…three days.  God’s showing up!”  

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 










           (Exodus 19:16-17)

Now how do you think the people might have expected God to show up?  I’ll bet you they didn’t expect how God showed up.  

I’m not sure that God always shows up the way we expect Him.  Do you think the people of Jesus’ day expected God to show up the way He showed up?  No….  No, He came to His own, John says, and His own did not recognize Him, didn’t accept Him.  

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
           (John 1:11)

Isaiah speaks about Him that He was no big deal to look at.  He wasn’t some big, brawny, muscle-bound king.  He was an average-Joe—didn’t stand out from the crowd.  You’d never even know.

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 








       (Isaiah 53:2b)

So Israel certainly didn’t expect God to show up the way He would show up—not be what they expected.  How does He show up?  Woooo, man!  Thunder and lightening.  Does that sound familiar?

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled.             (Exodus 19:16)

Just a few weeks ago we experienced thunder and lightening.  Wasn’t that awesome?!  I mean, I was laying in bed going, “Ewwww!!  Man!!”  I could hardly wait for the next one to hit.  And when it hit, I went, “Ewwwwwwww!  That was a close one!!”  Anyone know what I’m talking about?  Yeah!  So there’s this fascination.  There’s this dread that comes over you.  You want it to happen again but you don’t want it to happen again.  

So God shows up with thunder and lightening and a thick cloud over the mountain.  It is ominous!  And there’s this trumpet blowing!  Man!!  That’d get my attention.  I’d just be wrapped!  And indeed, the Scriptures say that all the people, what?  Trembled.  You’d be going, “Woooooo!!! God is here!!!  Ooooooo!” (  Awesome picture, isn’t it?  All the people trembled.  

18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently….,       











     (Exodus 19:18)

Now just think about this.  If they were to go on, which they would, and they were to forget God’s goodness to them, which they did, this sound and light show at least should be emblazoned on their memories—would you agree?  Awesome!

And to add to the drama, verse 19 tells us that the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.  It didn’t stop.

19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.   








     (Exodus 19:19)

Now God warns Moses a second time to make sure that the people don’t come up on the mountain. 

20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them."  









         (Exodus 19: 20-22)

They already have the boundaries.  

23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.'"   

     (Exodus 19:23)

But God knows that the people are prone to rebellion.  And that when He calls Moses up the last time, He says, 

24 The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you.”                         (Exodus 19:24a)

He knows that some of the people may also be prone to follow them up (because he brought Aaron with him) if not out of curiosity, certainly out of presumption.  So God reminds him again, “Make sure the people don’t break through the boundary or they’re going to die.”  

“But the priests and the people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out against them."






   (Exodus 19:24b)

The only way any Israelite could approach God was through His appointed mediator—and who was that? That was Moses.  A mediator between God and man is an absolute essential.  No man can approach God on his own.  It’s that simple.  It requires a mediator.  

For an Israelite that mediator was Moses.  

For us today that mediator is, whom?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  You have Jesus’ own words in the classic verse in John 14:6, He says, 

6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.   








           (John 14:6)

“I’m the way!  There’s no other way.  You’ve got to come through me,” He says.

In Acts 4 Luke records this, verse 12, he says,

12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."    






           (Acts 4:12)

What name is that?  Jesus!  He’s the only way.  He is the only mediator.  We need mediation.  We are sinners.  We fall way far short.  We are terribly imperfect.  We can’t stand in the presence of a holy God.  We need somebody to clothe us, somebody to prepare the way, somebody to open the door for us, to enable us to get to God.  

In 1 Timothy 2:5, Paul writes this, 

5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, (and that mediator is…) the man Christ Jesus…. 







    (1 Timothy 2:5)

So it’s very simple.  God’s calling His people into a covenant relationship.  That covenant is mediated by Moses.  It’s going to be delivered by Moses.  God means to bless His people tremendously, that they be His treasured possession, that they be a royal priesthood, a nation of priests, that they be a holy nation, if they would obey Him.  This is their high calling.

Now turn in your Bibles to the New Testament, 1 Peter chapter 2.  Who is Peter writing to in this letter?  How many were with us when we studied through 1 Peter? Ok.  Who was Peter writing to here?  Those of you who remember?  He was writing to the church, writing to believers.  But they are believers who are what?  Being persecuted.  And the persecution is coming under the reign of Nero—one of the most heinous, one of the most cruel of the Roman emperors.  He persecuted Christians—persecuted them mercilessly.  Used them, their live bodies, rolled them in pitch, put them on crosses and lit his gardens with them as torches.  Despicable!  No conscience.  He’s responsible for the burning down of the city of Rome and blamed it on the Christians.  They were his scapegoats.  

So Peter writes to the early church who are scattered now.  Persecution has caused them to scatter throughout the Roman provinces.  They’re running for their lives.  They’re hiding out.  They’re afraid, as you might understand, and he writes this letter to encourage them.  God hasn’t forgotten them.  God has a great calling for them.  He reminds them of that calling.  He reminds them of God’s purpose for them even in the midst of terrific suffering, unmitigated suffering.  He says in verse 9 of chapter 2, 

9 But you are a chosen people…. 






        (1 Peter 2:9a)

We don’t feel chosen!!  You are a chosen people.  He reminds them of the truth.  He says, “You are,

…a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God…. 
        
        (1 Peter 2:9b)

Does that sound vaguely familiar?  Where’ve you read that before?  Exodus chapter 19! That was the calling that God had pronounced for Israel three months out of Egypt!!  We have the same calling.  This is who we are.  This is who God means for us to be.  Why?  What’s that calling for?  He tells us,

…that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 









        (1 Peter 2:9b)

You see, He called Israel out of the darkness of Egypt into His wonderful light—the Promised Land—relationship with Him.  He’s called us out of the darkness of slavery to sin into His wonderful light, the light of freedom!  To do whatever we wanted?  No!  That we might declare His, what?  His praises!  How do we do that?  We’re going to talk about that.  

He says, verse 10,

10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 




        (1 Peter 2:10)

How many are glad that God’s been merciful to you? Lord, thank You that You’re merciful to me!  

11 Dear friends (he says), I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world….        (1 Peter 2:11a)

Now were the Israelites called, in effect, to be aliens and strangers in the ancient Near East?  Yes.  Separate, different people.  They were not to amalgamate with the people in the world.  They were to be distinctly different.  

The same thing is in the calling of us –that we be strangers and aliens.  That we, 

…abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.12 Live such good lives among the pagans…. 









(1 Peter 2:1b-12a)

We’re not to live monastically.  We’re not to go isolate ourselves off in some commune.  We’re to be in the world but not of the world. Live such good lives, such exemplary lives, such honorable lives, such peaceable lives among the pagans, the non-believers, 

…that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your (what?) good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 





      (1 Peter 2:12b)

They go, “Ohhhhh, I get it!  I see!  May God be glorified!”  You see, I believe the intention of God is that the church fulfill the mandate given to Israel to be holy so that the world will see and glorify God on the day He visits us.  In other words, we’re a testimony to Him!  A testimony to His mercy, His care, His love, His provision, His existence!!  We’re to be a testimony for all around us to see.  

The intention of God is simply to reconcile the world to Himself.  And He does so through the Body of Christ—through a people who are reconciled to Him, a select and holy people.  Who is that?  The Church.  This was God’s intention for Israel; this is His intention for the Church.  

As God’s people it is His purpose and our responsibility to live holy, obedient lives before Him and the world.  That’s what His Will is and that’s our responsibility.  That’s the essence of the New covenant.  We are truly a chosen people.  We are truly a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.  We are to be different from the world around us.  The Laws given to Israel were designed to make those people aware of how separate, how different, how distinct they were from the rest of the world around them.  

We, too, are called by God to no longer conform to the pattern of this world, but rather be transformed by the renewing of our minds.

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.









      (Romans 12:2)

Israel’s mind, if you will, her mindset would be renewed by God’s Law.  He would teach them, train them.  Our minds are renewed by the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Being saved by grace means we have died to sin and we have entered into a new life.  How many would say you have entered into a new life?  You’ve died to sin.  You’ve entered into a new life.  The fruit of all that is very simply to say this, sinning now should be absolutely repulsive to us.  It doesn’t mean we’re not tempted.  It just says, “No!  No!!  I’m putting more distance between myself and that stuff—that sin!”  Before I was a believer, I had no power.  I couldn’t do that.  The Bible says I was a slave to sin.  

34 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
           (John 8:34)

Now I’ve been set free.  

36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.    


           (John 8:36)

Sin no longer is my master.  Now I submit the members of my body as instruments of righteousness.  I submit them to God, not to sin, any longer.  

13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 





(Romans 6:13-14)

We should never forget that what is required of us, precisely because we are saved by grace, is a high moral standard of thought and behavior, thought and action that for many outside the kingdom of God is absolutely incomprehensible.  In other words, as Peter says, they’re to look at your life and they’re to marvel.  

“How can you do that in the face, in the midst of such a devastating loss?  How can you be so peaceful?  How is it that you don’t complain and whine?  How is it that you don’t have a ‘victim’ mentality?”  I don’t; I’m a child of God.  I know that He’s with me every moment.  I know that nothing happens in my life unless He brings it.  I know that I can trust Him.  I know that He will work all things together for my good.  Oh yes, I’m sad.  I miss; I grieve but not as those who have no hope.  You see, the world grieves because they have no hope.  We grieve but we do so because we do have hope.  

The world is going to look at us; and they’re going to look at our lives, and our life is so different.  We are never saved by our actions nor do we remain saved by them.  It’s always by faith.  Obedience to God reflects the fact that our citizenship is in heaven and that He is training us—training us to transcend the present world even though we still walk in it.  We are hupernikomen.  We are more than conquerors. This is God at work in me.  This is not me conjuring this stuff up! This is a function of me understanding His Will, trusting Him, and walking in the prescribed manner that He has given me.  This is God!!  I can’t do this on my own!!  His whole intention is that the world look on my life and see that I am different. I handle things differently.  I handle them better! And the way I do so is just incomprehensible to them.  They say, “How do you do it?”  

You see, this is what’s expected of us for God is changing us.  He’s changing us into creatures that the world just cannot grasp.  They cannot have a category for us.  They must, in the final analysis, just stand back in awe of Christians!  We’re not just religious people!  

The reason we are to be wholly separate from the world is that we can better serve the world!  If I’m just like the world, I can’t serve the world—‘cause I’m just like them; I’m stuck in the same mire and muck.  I can only serve if I’m different, and I have a different perspective.  I see needs like the world doesn’t see them  

We have been given the wonderful task of going back into the world—invading the world, if you will, as beings having been taken out, transformed and God sends us back to invade the world so that we can bring the good news of life to those still dead in sin.  

Turn to Matthew chapter 5, verse 13, Jesus says, 

13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  











     (Matthew 5:13) 

Salt flavors, doesn’t it?  We’re to flavor the world.  Salt acts as a preservative, doesn’t it?  So our very presence is a preservative in the culture.  We understand the effect of a Judeo-Christian ethic, if you will.  Salt also enhances.  It flavors.  We’re to be a flavoring agent in the world.  So salt has a number of effects.  He says, “You’re the salt of the earth.”  You’re the salt!  But if you lose your saltiness, you’re good for nothing.  

Then He goes on and He uses a second analogy in verse 14.  He says,

14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl (That’s obvious.)   Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 


             (Matthew 5:4-16)

In effect, the influence of your life would be powerful, and they too would come to a knowledge of God because there’s no reason to praise God unless they get saved like us.  

God’s intent in raising Christ from the dead is not merely to get us into heaven; God’s intent is to work through us to raise others from the dead.  We are called to go into the world, and we’re called to do, what?  Make…?  (Disciples)  We’re called to go into the world and make a difference.  And we make a difference predominantly by how we live.  It’s our words but it’s how we live.  As we live holy lives, as we live obedient lives, we become the clearest testimony just by how we live as to the existence of God Himself.  People look at us and say, “There must be a God.  There must be a God!”

I was talking with a man last night after service.  He’s not a believer.  His daughter is a believer.  She’s just come to faith in this last year.  She’s had a terrific paradigm shift in her life.  She’s undergoing this marvelous, miraculous transformation.  She’s been witnessing to her dad.  He’s a life-long agnostic at best.  And we had this marvelous conversation last night.  His testimony was, “I’m watching my daughter.  Something’s going on here, and I like what I see!”  You see?  

Beloved, we show the world that the Gospel works.  We show the world that the Gospel works!  It’s not just words.  It’s not just a “good idea.”  It’s not just another philosophy.  The Gospel works!  Why?!  It changes us!  The Gospel, Paul says in Romans 1:16, is the power of God to transform.  

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 



      (Romans 1:16)

It changes us from the inside out.  It starts inside.  He renews us.  He regenerates us.  That now begins to work its way out in our attitudes and our behavior.  And it’s inexplicable to the people around us. They say, “Look!!  What is it with you?!! How can you love me like you do?”  I just do.  It’s disarming.

I had a conversation with a woman not too long ago.  Her husband is a drunkard.  He’s been a drunkard for years and years and years.  He’s abusive and mean to her, and she’d kind of forgotten something—how to be God’s women in that environment.  She’d gotten beaten down, and I just reminded her of a few principles.  She said, “Oh, ok.”  She went back to being God’s woman in that home, and he was actually nice to her.  And he actually kissed her good-night for the first time in years.  

Our lives are testimonies—how we live.  We are to be God’s holy people in any and every circumstance both big and the not so big.  We are to behave correctly in the everyday things that may not seem so important.  We know we do not cut corners, do we?  Our mission to the world remains the same despite the circumstances we’re immersed in.  “God, you put me here.  You know all about this.  My mission hasn’t changed.  The environment may have changed.  My mission is still the same.  I’ll be faithful to You.  I’ll be faithful to live out Your grace and Your Will in this situation.”

We do all manner of things that the world doesn’t do.  We befriend the unfriendly, the downcast, the hurting.  We run quickly to help those who need, both inside and outside the church.  We don’t let ourselves become obsessed with the kind of things that the world is obsessed with:  money, power, success.  We ‘re different.  We’re different!  

We’re unafraid to be unrecognized or even humiliated; and by the world’s standards, we ought to stand up for ourselves.  “Well, I’m not going to be a doormat!  I’m not going to just let those people walk all over me!”  Well, then what should you do?  “I’m going to assert myself!  I’m gonna kill ‘em!!”  That’s going to accomplish a lot.  :-{

I remind them of Jesus’ example when He was reviled, He didn’t revile in return.  He kept entrusting Himself to His Father who judges justly.  

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.       

        (1 Peter 2:23)

His words were, “No one takes my life.  I lay it down.  It’s my choice.  I humble myself.  I didn’t come to be served.  I came to serve.”  

17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."              (John 10:17-18)

We’re different people—and that disarms people.  We are to be, Paul’s words in Romans 12, we are to be “living sacrifices.”  Oh ho, that’s sooo hard!  We’ll even let other people take credit for our work.  It doesn’t matter that we get the credit.  I keep silent.  Let them have the credit.  It’s ok.  God knows.  It doesn’t matter.  I don’t have to strive for it.  Let them have the credit.  

You see, in acting this way we are being holy.  We are being separate.  We are being different.  Sooner or later, someone somewhere, in one way or another, is going to notice!!  And they are going to be affected!  They are going to come and say something to us.  It’s at that moment that they will be forced themselves to look into the face of God who has trained you and me to behave that way.  And how they respond to our behavior is not up for us to determine—that’s simply God’s doing.  Our part is to sow. Our part is to water. God gives the growth.  We just have “our part” in the play.  We have “our lines” in the play.  We’re not responsible for “their lines.”  But as God’s servants, we are simply to do faithfully what God has called us to do.  

Ask yourself this question; How is my life making a difference for the kingdom of God?  You may or may not see it.  You may be planting and watering where you don’t even realize it.  But if you’re being faithful to God’s call to live separate and holy, I assure you that your life is being a testimony, and it is going to bear fruit!  It is going to bear fruit!!  Our work is not in vain the Bible says.  God is faithful!  Amen?!

Lord, thank You.  Thank You again for Your Word.  Thank You for the lessons You teach us, Lord.  Thank You for the training that You’re taking us through.  Thank You, Lord, for Israel and the example and what we learn from their example.  Teach us, O God, I pray.  As we come to Your table to take communion now, Lord, help us, too, just like You commanded Israel to remember.  Lord, open our minds and our hearts to remember Your faithfulness.  Show us even in the smallest details Your faithfulness, Your goodness, and Your purpose, Lord, that we too may reaffirm our commitment to You, just as the Israelites said, “We will do all the Lord has said.”  God that we would commit ourselves to You again in a new fresh way today.  Thank You, Father.  Amen.
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