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What do you suppose is the most widely known portion of Scripture in the Old Testament? (The 10 Commandments) Duhhh! (  Boy, that was a set-up, wasn’t it?  The 10 Commandments.  I was expecting someone to say Psalm 23.  Nah, it’s the 10 Commandments.  Most people, when they identify the Old Testament, they typically would think about…if they have any sense or understanding about the Old Testament, they would surely say the 10 Commandments.   Given that, how many believe that the 10 Commandments are binding?  In other words, they’re important.  They count.  They must be obeyed.  They still count for today.  Not everybody believes that?!  We’ve got a few tentatives there.  (  Who can recite all ten?  (In order?) Yeah, in order.  Of course in order!! (  How many can recite all ten?  Raise your hand real high if you can recite all ten.  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve. (Can we paraphrase them?) (  No you can’t paraphrase them!  ( ( Let’s see.  Well, that’s good.  Twelve people, huh?!!  Thirteen?  Thirteen people?  That’s not bad.  Would you agree?  Thirteen people know the 10 Commandments?  :-{

You know, the tragic thing is that the Christian Church is woefully ignorant of the Commandments—just the 10 Commandments—just at large.  In a Gallop poll some years ago, George Gallop polled a cross-section of professing Christians, American people.  85 % of those people polled said that they believed that the 10 Commandments were binding but only 15% could remember 5 of them!!  There’s a problem there, would you agree?  

So if those statistics are true, basically only one out of every six people who say they believe in the 10 Commandments can even name half of them!  And of the 15% that can name only 5 of the 10, how many even know where they’re found?  Now obviously we’re in Exodus chapter…? (20) So we know that’s where they’re found.  They’re found in another place, too.  Where’s that other place? Deuteronomy, chapter…?  (Five)  Very good.  Deuteronomy chapter 5.  

Many in the church, tragically I think, are just simply ignorant of the 10 Commandments.  So as we study through these commandments, we’re going to take them one a week.  And if you look on the back of your notes, there’s a little game plan for you to be able to put the first one, at least, into practice.  

The 10 Commandments really do give us a moral compass for our life.  They help us have a bearing. They give us a sense of order and structure and direction—what’s true.  It’s like you have a compass, and you want to know where “true north” is.  Without a compass, you don’t know.  The commandments also provide that but they provide it in a moral sense.  

We live in a culture today that has lost its moral compass.  The dominant philosophy that rules our culture is something called “moral relativism.”  How many have heard of that terminology?  It means that, basically, there’s no right or wrong. No one believes there are any absolutes.  The 10 Commandments are absolutes.  They are absolutely true.  They are statements of absolute truths.  And they’re given to us by God.  They represent God’s nature, God’s character, God’s person.  

Our culture today, because it’s so steeped in moral relativism, simply has lost any sense of its moral compass.  

Interestingly, in the early 20th century, Albert Einstein, you no doubt all heard of him, developed a theory called the “theory of relativity” or “special relativity,” if you will.  It was a theory that established the idea that there is a relationship between time and space.  This revolutionized physics.  A belief began to arise based on, mistakenly so, the theory of relativity.  That belief was that there were no longer any moral absolutes—any moral right and wrong issues.  People mistakenly equated “relativity” with “relativism”—just because the word is associated.  People actually believe that moral relativism had a scientific basis, and Einstein proved it.  They just couldn’t have been further from the truth!!  Einstein himself, when he realized that people were claiming this…there was nobody more distressed than he was in his writings, in his comments about that.  He, himself, passionately believed in absolutes.  He passionately believed in a moral right and wrong.  He believed, in fact, that moral relativism was a spiritual disease!  In his lifetime, he saw relativism come to dominate the culture, our society, through three principle intellectuals (all atheists): Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche.  

Today, as a result of the ignorance of people like you and I who don’t know the Word, who cannot articulate the Word…plus you combine that with the moral relativism that dominates our culture, we have a colossal, colossal ethical crisis in our society!!  Unbelievable!  It afflicts our culture from top to bottom—every place you look. Simply because people have just said, “I don’t believe in a moral right and wrong.”  They may not say it that way but they basically live out their life on the basis of, “Well, you know, what’s right for me is maybe not your right” and so forth.  It’s a very, very distorted sense of reality.  

The high priest of ABC News, Ted Koppel, ( is quoted as saying, “Our society finds truth too strong a medicine to digest undiluted.”

It reminds me of Paul’s writing to Timothy in 2 Timothy chapter 4, when he warns Timothy that the day is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine but they will only want to be taught that which will tickle their ears.  

3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 












 (2 Timothy 4:3-4)

And Koppel, a non-believer, is essentially saying the same thing.  People can’t handle the truth.  They don’t want the truth.  They can’t deal with it.  Dilute it.  Dilute it.  Dilute it.  He goes on to say,

“In it’s purest form, truth is not a polite tap on the shoulder—it’s a howling reproach.”

What a statement!   I thought, That was powerful!!  “It’s a howling reproach.”  When the truth hits you, whether you want it or not, it’s like a slam in the face.  We tell people, “Just tell me the truth,” and then we wince.  Do we really want to know the truth?  He finishes the statement.  He says,

“When Moses walked down from Mt. Sinai, he brought the 10 Commandments, not the 10 Suggestions.”—which is a powerful statement from a secularist.  He understands the importance of truth.  And these Commandments are a statement of God’s truth, God’s Will, God’s purpose, God’s design, indeed, His own character.  They’re a reflection of that.  

Two of the most pressing questions of life are—1) Does God exist? and 2) What is He like? So if you believe there’s a God, then what’s that God like?  And then immediately, after considering those two questions, you have to ask yourself a third:  what does God expect of me?  

When I became a Christian, when I became a true believer, my conversion was largely a response to those three questions.  I knew that there was a God.  I just didn’t know what He was like, and I didn’t know what He wanted.  So I purposed in my own life and my own heart to find out what He was like.  I was going to read His Book.  (Editor’s Note:  As Pastor Zac holds up his Bible.)  No better place to find out what God’s like than to read His Book.  In conjunction with that, I wanted to find out what He wanted…what did He expect of me?  And I remember just saying, “I don’t know what You want but I’m going to find out and then I’m going to do it.”  And so, this first commandment that we’re going to look at really does address those three questions:  Does God exist?  What is He like? and What does He expect of me?  

Now you recall the setting of the 10 Commandments back in the earlier chapter, chapter 19.  That setting was without parallel.  That was incredible!!  What a scene!  Can you imagine being there?  Here’s Israel, while they’re camped in front of Mt. Sinai they saw this thick cloud over the mountain itself.  The whole group of people were just arrayed on the plain in front of Mt. Sinai.  From the desert floor, the Sinai Mountains rise about 4500 ft. above that desert floor.  Mt. Sinai itself still goes even higher, and it’s a plateau.  It’s like an altar above the Sinai Mountains.  This is the place where God revealed Himself to Moses, to Moses’ people, and He revealed what He expected.  And when He did so, His revelation was accompanied by thunder, by lightening, by fire, by smoke, by cloud….  It was accompanied by a deafening trumpet blast that reduced everybody to trembling and the mountain itself trembled and rumbled.  

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him.   









           (Exodus 19:16-19)

Imagine if you were standing there, the ground shaking under your feet—just a terrifying experience!  And it’s just pitch black except for the lightening flashes that are breaking through… and the fire on top of this mountain and the sound of the thunder and the ever increasing deafening roar of the shofars blowing—heavenly shofars….  That’s an impressive sight!  That’s an impressive sound and light show, isn’t it?!!  We just imagine being there…the drama, the power….  There isn’t a single one of us, I think, that wouldn’t tremble in that presence.  

Then Moses speaks, and God answers him with a voice like thunder.

1 And God spoke all these words: 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 You shall have no other gods before me.” 

   (Exodus 20:1-3)

In those two verses, our three questions are answered.  God tells us: who He is, what He’s like, and what He wants.  Most fundamentally, what He wants.  So, who is God?  Who is God? 

Isn’t it helpful if you want to know somebody to first know their name?  Isn’t that a good idea?  When you know a person’s name, then you’re on your way to knowing something about that person, isn’t that true?  So God first reveals His name.  

The original Hebrew language spelled God’s name with these four consonants: YHWH.  There are no vowels in the original Hebrew.  There are only 22 consonants.  Those 4 consonants, YHWH, appear more than 6,000 times in the Old Testament!  

Hebrew is a very challenging language.  I remember being in the library in my seminary studies and one of the other students was having a dickens of a time translating from the Hebrew Bible.  He was really frustrated.  So a couple of us looked over and we said, “What’s the matter?”  And he said, “I just can’t figure this out!”  We looked over and said, “No wonder, your Hebrew Bible’s upside-down!!”  (
It seems funny but that language is very challenging and unless you really know it and understand it, you could turn your Hebrew Bible up-side down and right-side up and it looks just the same!!  

We are unsure of the exact pronunciation of those 4 consonants.  Most scholars think that it should be pronounced Yahwah (Editor’s Note:  Pronounced YAH-WAY).  But no one knows for sure.  You see, we have no record.  The Hebrews never spoke the name of God for fear that they might pronounce it incorrectly, and that would be blasphemy because the name of God reflected the holy God so His name was holy.  If they mispronounced it, that would be blasphemy; so, to be on the safe side, no one ever pronounced His name.  We don’t know how it was pronounced.  There is no record passed on down.  

They substituted another Hebrew word:  Adonai.  In fact, we sang that song earlier to Adonai.  Adonai, which means simply “LORD,” –it’s translated “LORD”—any time you see the English word LORD, in the Old Testament, it is actually YHWH.  So, you’ll see Lord approximately 6000 times, in the Old Testament.  And it’s just a way the Hebrews translated YAHWAY, if you will.  Does that make sense to you?

Another name for God is Jehovah.  How many have heard that name?  Jehovah, interestingly, comes from the German translation from the Hebrew.  In German, the “Y” is a J or “Ya.”  Like Yaaaaa, right?  And the “W” is a v-sound.  So the Germanized translation of Yahwah would be Jehovah.  So in effect, God’s German name is…? (Jehovah).  His Hebrew name would be…? (Yahwah.)  That’s right, very good.  

Another interesting thing that we need to understand, another aspect of the Hebrew language, is that it doesn’t share our concept of tenses.  In the English language we have present tense, past tense, future tense—the Hebrew language doesn’t have those tenses.  So when God speaks, when He identifies Himself, He’s saying, in effect, “I AM YAHWAY.”  He’s not limiting Himself to time, to space, to history.  He’s saying, “I’ve always been.  I am right now.  I always will be.”  It was inclusive of what you and I would call all three tenses.  The best way to translate that is, “I am Being itself.  I am the essence of Being. I am Being.”  There has never been a time when God was not “being.”  God was always, has always, is always, will always be.  Do you see?  

So God not only identifies Himself, but He also reveals that He is the One who had been shaping Israel’s circumstances.  This is what He’s like.  He’s shaping Israel’s circumstances to draw them to Himself.  You say, “How is He doing that?”  Because He tells us.  

He says, 

 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

   









       (Exodus 20:2)

So He’s telling the Israelites that it was He who had been shaping the very circumstances of their lives to bring them to the point where He would reveal Himself to them.  

The whole thing about Egypt, the whole thing about the plagues, the whole thing about their 400 years in Egypt, the whole thing about the Red Sea, about the lack of water, the lack of food, the Amalakites, all of that—God was working and shaping their circumstances to bring them to a point where He would reveal Himself to them.  Isn’t that marvelous?  

You think there’s a corresponding reality in our lives to that same effect?  I believe that with all my heart.  God does the same thing in our lives today.  He says to us, 
“Look, I brought you to this point in your life.  I brought you to this place so that you can know Me.  But more than that…more than the fact that you can know Me, so that I can be all that you need in life.”  What did I just say?  God wants to be all that we need in life.  And for many…for many today, He’s not sufficient…He’s not sufficient—He’s not all that we need. 

That’s the point of this first commandment.  He says, “You didn’t arrive here by accident.  Your presence here is not incidental; it’s intentional.  It’s My intention that you be here.”

Now for us…I can’t get my mind around that.  That just blows my mind because I think, “Wait a minute.  I had every intention of being here.  I got in my car.  I drove here.  I knew I was going to be….  From my perspective, it makes sense that I’m here because I got here, right?  But there’s a much greater reality functioning and that is, God’s purpose and Will to bring these things to pass.  You say, “How does that work?”  I have no idea!  I have absolutely no idea how God works our will with His to bring about His purpose and His end.  

Those of you who are visiting with us for the first time tonight—God wanted you here tonight.  God made sure that you were here tonight…because He wanted to speak to your life tonight—somehow…through the announcements, through the music, through the sermon, through something.  Through maybe some comment somebody made to you tonight.  God wanted to expose you to something.  For most of us, we say, “Well…I don’t…I don’t know.  I don’t know…!  I don’t know…!”  But the reality is that He is the God who arranges and shapes our circumstances, and we’re here by His intention.  We’re at the very place in our life that we’re in by His intention.  That’s even more difficult to comprehend because sometimes we’re just in a horrible place and think, “This is God’s Will for my life?”  Yes.  “What possibly could God mean about this?”  Well, remember, He brought the Israelites to a place where there was no water, didn’t He?  Twice.  He brought them to a place where there was no food.  He allowed the Amalakites to attack them, right?  He allowed them to be down in Egypt for 400 years—the last 200 of that was in slavery.  

So we need to be very careful when we question God.  As Paul says, “Who are you, O man, who answers back to God?”  

20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? 



      (Romans 9:20)

The point is that He’s revealed Himself to us.  He’s saying, “Look, I am good; I’m perfect, and My Will for your life is perfect—and I’m working on that Will.  I want to be all that you need in your life.”  Amazing!

Now, in hindsight, I don’t think there are hardly any of us, in hindsight, that can’t look back and see all that God has done to shape our circumstances.  Isn’t that true?  I mean, you can look back and say….  How many have 20/20?  (  Yeah!  You go back and you go, “Uh!  Of course!  Yeah.  I see.  Oh yeah.  I see how these things fit together.  Now I see what God was up to.”  But if we can see that in hindsight, why can’t we anticipate the fact that He’s still doing the same thing? He’s still doing great things!  He is bringing us to the point…He’s shaping all of our circumstances to bring us into…what?  Conformity to the likeness of …?  His Son. 

He says, “Not only do I seek your fellowship, but I’ll shape your circumstances so that you can know Me and be like Me.”  How many want to be like Him?  Really.  You see…you raised your hand.  God saw your hand.  (  “I want to be like You.”  You’re saying, “I’m all for this.  God, I want to be like You!  I want You to shape my life.  I want You to shape the circumstances of my life.  Lord, Your Will be done.”  Right?

Psalm 53:1 says that, 

The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, and their ways are vile; there is no one who does good. 







         (Psalm 53:1)

We’ve all heard that.  Sometimes I think we mistakenly think the word “fool” means someone who is intellectually deficient.  The word in Hebrew for “fool” is “nabal.”  You can transliterate it: n-a-b-a-l.  A nabal is someone who is morally deficient—not intellectually deficient.  Biblically speaking, a fool is morally deficient.  A fool chooses to live an immoral, empty life.  Now, we’ve all seen that.  We’ve all been there to one degree or another.  You look back on your life and you say, “I was such a fool!”  And we’re not talking about being intellectually deficient, we’re talking about just how we lived our life—the stupidity and the foolishness that we did.  Am I making the point?  Some of you can relate with me.  

You see, the fool doesn’t say, “I have intellectual hang-ups about the possibility of God; therefore, He doesn’t exist.”  That’s not what the fool says.  No, according to Psalm 53:1, the fool is actually saying, “I don’t want any God—no God for me, thank you.”  It’s not an intellectual issue.  It’s just a flat-out moral issue.  

The Bible says the fool is confronted with God’s offer and says, “No thank you.  No God for me.  No thank you.”  No argument.  “No thank you.  I don’t want a God in my life.” That’s a fool.  That’s a fool!

God’s offer is available to everyone.  The Bible teaches that very, very plainly.  He gives a chance; He gives us a choice, doesn’t He?  He gives us a choice about accepting His offer, does He not?  I mean just simply, John 3:16: 

16 "…God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 





      (John 3:16-17)

Jesus says, “Whoever would come to Me….”  Whoever!  All the whosoever’s, all the whoever’s of the New Testament—tremendous!  

I think this is the most profound discovery anybody could ever make: that God exists, that God loves you, and He wants a relationship with you.  That has got to be the most profound discovery anybody could ever make.  Does that make sense?  Think about it.  Here’s the Creator of the universe, He’s the infinite God, the omnipotent God.  He exists.  He reveals Himself to us.  But not only that, He shaping our circumstances for the sole purpose of bringing us in so that we can know Him, and we can embrace a relationship with Him so He would make us like Him.  This is just astounding to me.  

So God has told us who He is.  He’s told us, “This is what I’ve done.”  Now, thirdly, He’s going to tell us, “This is what I want,”  

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
   



       (Exodus 20:3)

When you read that commandment, “You shall have no other gods before me,” obviously it was written originally to a culture that was moving into an environment that was immersed in idolatry—worshiping idols.  I mean…they’d just come out of Egypt, and Egypt had a whole pantheon of gods that they worshiped.  So it’s very logical that God should say to them, “You shall have no other gods before me.  There’s no other gods.”  And you and I might read that and think, “Well, He’s referring simply to the pagan gods of the ancient Near East.”  And you might think, “Well, I’m safe because I don’t worship any of those ancient gods.”  

Idolatry is much more than worshiping those ancient gods.  He’s talking about the issue of idolatry here.  Anything…a god is anything or anyone that orders our lives.  Now just think about that.  Anyone or anything that orders our lives.  So wherever my focus is, whatever or wherever I’m living my life, that’s my god.  For some people their job is their god because their job receives the majority of their time, their attention, their effort.  You say, “Wait a minute.  Wait a minute!  Wait a minute!!  I have to work!”  Yeah, but you see, your job is taking all of your attention.  It’s your whole focus.  In effect, your job is your god!  

For some people their hobby is their god.  I’ve met people that they’ve just become so immersed in their hobby that it’s just taken up their life!  Every waking moment, every extra dollar…their hobby drives them.  

Some people have even made their family their god.  Now God loves families.  He wants our families to love Him.  But it is possible to substitute something as sacred as a family for the Living God.  It’s all about the family; it’s all about the family; it’s all about the family.  And all of a sudden, God’s out of the picture.  

Gods can include lots of things, can’t they?  God’s can include money, power, position, sex, food, no food, diets, an obsession with self, beauty, health, leisure, technology, a computer, TV.  We can go on and on and on can’t we?  Because these things really do take away our focus.  They, in effect, become our god.  We can say, “I believe,” and we can speak spiritually, and we can profess to believe in God, but the question is: Where is my real focus? And the way you can determine where your real god is…is you take the T test.  Do you see your notes?  There’s a little T test.  

Ask yourself these questions.  First of all, what do I think about most?  What do I think about most?  Secondly, what do I talk about most?  Where do I invest my treasure?  Where do I spend my time?  You see, when you can identify what you talk about, what you think about, where you invest your time and treasure, you’ve just identified your god.  What takes up all your thought?  What takes up all your energy?  What takes up all your time?  Some people are absolutely obsessed about their job, about their business, about their spouse.  They’re obsessed about their kids.  They’re obsessed about their hobbies I said.  They’re obsessed about all manner of things.  That in effect has become their god.  And as you look at their lives, there’s no joy there.  There’s no peace.  They say, “But I read my Bible.  I read my Bible!!  And I pray!  And I pray!!  What’s the matter?  I can’t seem to get any joy!  Why doesn’t God bless me?!!”  Because you’re a practical idolater.  You profess to believe but the reality is that your life is an idolatrous life.  Now that may be hard to grasp, and some of us are going to struggle and say, “Naaaaa, not me.  Not me! Not me!!”  Well, take a hard look!  

You see, if it’s not Yahwah, the God of the Bible, then you’re violating the first commandment.  You’re violating the first commandment!!  God says, “I will not tolerate any rival gods. This is My primary demand.  You have no other gods!”  

Since the command, “no other gods” is couched in negative terms, how can we turn that around and couch it from a positive perspective?  Simple.  We ought to seek God earnestly, sincerely, and let God be our only God, all right?  Doesn’t He say, “Seek me with your whole heart?”  “Love me with your whole heart?”  

Jeremiah chapter 29 says, 

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with…. 


 (Jeremiah 29:13a)

…your divided heart. (No) No!  With your whole heart!

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
  (Jeremiah 29:13)

And we wonder why people aren’t experiencing, if I can even use this phrase, experiencing God.  It’s because we’re seeking Him with a divided heart!  “Uh!  God, I really don’t have time.  Umm, I’ve gotta do this and gotta do that…got this appointment….  I’ll catch Ya later, God.”  Is that a fair reality?  Tragically, it is.  

How many people would confess to seeking God half-heartedly—passively—with a kind of “take it or leave it” attitude?  Sometimes I think that God is, rather than the “hub” of my life, He’s relegated to being one of the “spokes” on my wheel of life.  He occupies Saturday night, Friday night, Sunday morning rather than being the “hub” of my life dominating every other aspect of my life.  You say, “How can this be?  How can I get there?”  I have the answer.  Aren’t you glad you came?!  (
You see, you have to wonder, if you’re a person who shows up for church only occasionally, if you’re a person who shows up for church late, if you’re a person who is uninvolved in the life of the church, if you’re a person who’s not contributing to the life of the church, if you pray sporadically, if you just read the Bible kind of hit and miss (and then you can’t remember what you read), then you have to say, “You know, I’m not really seeking God earnestly.  The reality is I’m NOT SEEKING HIM earnestly!!  I’m not seeking Him with ‘my whole heart.’”  You see, if you don’t apply yourself and earnestly seek after God, then you’re surely going to be tempted to think that this relationship “doesn’t work.”  

How many have heard or talked to people who say, “Well, I tried God.  He didn’t work?”  And there are churches full of people sitting in pews this weekend…tomorrow who are thinking that very thing but they don’t have any place else to go.  They’re saying, “You know, why doesn’t this work for me?”  The reality is that they’re violating the very first commandment out of 10!!  Of course it’s not going to work!  “Why can’t I beat these temptations back?”  “Why is it that I’m so full of fear? Why is it that every time I turn, anxiety just creeps all over my life?”  “I read my Bible…!  I pray….”  But how distracted are you?  How distracted are you? You see, you begin to think, “You know, there’s no fruit. There’s no blessings, no joy, no peace; God doesn’t hear my prayers!”  He says it, 

13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
  (Jeremiah 29:13)

Now some of you will say, “Yeah but that’s impossible!”  Well, I suspect we could do a lot better than most of us are doing right now, wouldn’t you?  That a fair assumption?  

You see, in order to experience these blessings, you have to seek God exclusively.  Write that down.  You have to seek God exclusively!  There’s room for only one God in your life, would you agree?  So we have to seek Him exclusively.  

Now ask yourself this question, “Who is number one for me?”  Now number one—the number “one” is a very, very different number from any other number.  Let me give you an example.

A man who has one wife is in a very different category from a man who has two wives, three wives, 5 wives, 10 wives, 20 wives, 50 wives, a 1000 wives like Solomon.  A man with one wife is very different…very different category.  You see, the difference between one and two is a giant leap compared to the step between 2 and 2,000,000—a whole different category!

It’s not just the difference in degree; it’s a difference in type.  It’s a difference in category.  One.  ONE!  A man with only one wife is a monogamist.  A man with 2 or 20 wives is a polygamist.  

Think about this now in relationship to God.  It doesn’t matter if you have 2 gods or 1000 gods.  You see…the issue is having only one God—that’s the fundamental difference.  You could have two gods.  You could have 20 gods.  You could have 100 gods.  What does God say?  He says, “No, just have Me!”  Wholly different category.

I remember reading an interview years ago in Sports Illustrated.  It was an interview with Emmet Smith, the running back, remember, from the Dallas Cowboys.  This was, I think it was, the last year or second to last year he was playing for Dallas.  He was asked to share his priorities for that year, that season.  He said His top priority was to keep Jesus Christ #1 in his life.  His second priority was to win another Super Bowl.  His third priority was to stay healthy.  His fourth priority was to win the Rushing title again.  And the fifth priority was to be named to the Pro Bowl.  

Now when I read that my initial reaction was “Wow! That is great!!  Emmet Smith!  He loves Jesus!!  And He wants Jesus to be # 1!!”  Now doesn’t that sound wonderful?  How many would say, “Wow!  That is great!  Isn’t that exciting?!”  

And then I thought about it a little bit more…and I realized that there was a danger in that attitude.  You say, “What’s the danger?”  You see…God refuses to be #1 on a list of things.  Let me say that again.  He refuses to be #1 on a list of things!  

You say, “Why?!  Why does He refuse to be #1 on a list of things?”  Because even when we place Him 1st on our list, we really end up degrading Him by comparing Him to any of those other things!  He is in a class totally by Himself!  You cannot compare God to anything or any one!  So you can’t put Him on a list.  

You say, “Well, He’s #1 in comparison to all these other things…!”  And yet we do that all the time, don’t we?  See, that’s the essence of idolatry.  Well, we say He’s #1 but really we share Him with all these other things.  He’s not exclusively our God.  

Now, I’m going to give you a week or so to try to get your minds around this one before we move on to Commandment #2. Think about it.  We don’t want to degrade Him, do we?  But we do when we put Him in that comparison, if you will.  

God declines to be #1 on a list of 3 things.  He won’t accept being #1 on a list of even 2 things!  He insists…no, He demands that He be #1 on a list of 1.  It’s that simple.  

Do you remember what Jesus said in Matthew’s Gospel, 6:33?  He said, “Seek first the kingdom of God.”

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 









     (Matthew 6:33)

 And He doesn’t say seek anything else, does He?  He doesn’t say seek anything else.  He says, He starts off that passage in verse 25 of chapter 6, He says, “Don’t be anxious for anything.”

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life…. 


     (Matthew 6:25)

Now it’s our normal, natural human tendency to be anxious about everything.  

I had a wife call me this week just frantic about her husband…frantic!  “He won’t do this!  He doesn’t…!  He’s not the spiritual leader!  He’s not this!  He’s not that!”  I said, “STOP IT!!  STOP IT!”  I said, “Look it.  You’re all upset.  Humanly speaking, I can understand your being upset but spiritually speaking, No!  You’re in the totally wrong place.  You’ve lost sight of God.  God is effectively out of the equation.  You’re so absorbed on your husband, what he is or isn’t doing.  He’s got all your attention.  You have no peace in your life.  There’s no joy.  You’re angry.  You’re frustrated.  You’re hopeless.”  She said, “I want to quit!  I want out!  I want to give up!”  I said, “No, you have to get your focus off your husband and get your focus back on God.  Seek first God!”  “Well, what do I do about my husband?!”  “He’s God’s responsibility.  I mean, certainly you pray for him but He’s God’s responsibility.  You’re not going to make him, by your manipulations and by your tantrums and by your whatever—your machinations…you’re not going to make him into what you think he ought to be.  That’s God’s job.”  Seek 1st God.  Seek God only.

And notice what Jesus said, if we would seek Him only (God knows what we need, right?) He says,   “I’ll take care of everything else because I have your heart.”  Isn’t that what we said a couple of weeks ago?  God wants our heart.  He wants us to seek Him with our whole heart.  And as we begin to seek Him with our whole heart truly…truly—the Bible teaches that God will take care of everything else.  He’ll make all the other circumstances line up.  

This is what He promised Israel.  He said, “If you do what I say, if you seek me with your whole heart, I’m going to bless you out of your socks!!”  Didn’t He?  Didn’t He promise them that?  

See, when God says, “Have no other gods before Me,” He’s saying, “I will not tolerate any other gods in My presence!!  Anywhere around Me!  I don’t want to be One of many.  I want to be THE ONE!  Because I am The One!”  

Many of you know my wife, Julie, and we’ve been happily married for nearly 28 years.  Now just think with me, those of you who know my wife…if I told her, “You are my #1 wife.” ( “You are my #1 wife.  Now there’s #2 and #3 and #4…but you’re #1!!”  Those of you that know her, would she be very happy?!  Nooooo!  No!  She doesn’t want to be #1 on a list of 3 or 4.  She wants to be #1 on a list of one.  

You see…God wants to be #1 on a list of one because He is the only God.  He’s the only God.  He demands that we seek Him exclusively…exclusively.  That’s what the 1st commandment is all about.  

Do I seek Him exclusively?  Who’s #1 for me?  Where am I putting my time?  What am I thinking about?  Where am I putting my treasure?  What do I talk about the most?  You see those answers prove who or what is #1 in my life.  It’s a simple test—a simple examination.  No matter how I may speak, no matter how I may profess, the reality is: where is my life devoted and to whom is it actually devoted?  

You see, at our greatest time of need, false gods will never, ever come through for you.  You could have all the money in the world, but you know what, you got an incurable cancer, and all your money isn’t going to save you.  And I promise you, if you have an incurable cancer and you had all the money in the world, you’d give all that money just to have life.  

You have all the money in the world but you have problems in your family, you’ve got kids going astray, all that money isn’t going to help.  All your life amassing all that money isn’t going to help with those kids.  

We could go on and on with such illustrations.  People devote themselves to all these different things in life and when the crunch hits, when the trial hits, that which they’ve trusted in, their god, will fail them every single time.  

In your time of need, the only one who will ever come through for you is the Lord God Jehovah, Yahwah—the God who has always been, who is and who will always be—the God who is ordering your circumstances to bring you to a place so that He can reveal Himself to you and shape your life.  

Beloved, we can’t move on to the other nine commandments until we settle this primary one, this first one.  

Now here’s a game plan for you if you’ll look on the back of your notes.  

First thing we do is pray.  Pray for yourself, your family, your children, your spouse, our church.  Pray that you will have no other gods before Him.  “God, show me if I have other gods.  Show me those things.”  Most of us know already what they are.  The question is:  Am I willing to give them up?  Pray that we would have no other gods before Him.  And secondly, pray to love Him with all that you are and all that you have...with all that you are and all that you have.  

Secondly, memorize the 1st Commandment.  Memorize it with your family.  Memorize it with your minichurch.  Memorize it with your discipleship groups.  Memorize it with your kids.  Memorize it!

Thirdly, take some time to be alone with God.  Ask yourself, “Who is my God, really?  What really is the center of my life?  What do I really rely on?”  Imagine God asking you what He asked Peter at the end of John’s Gospel.  Do you remember?  

Peter is just about to be “re-instated,” if you will.  Jesus has been raised from the dead—appearing before His disciples, Peter is there.  What’s the question He asks Peter?  Three times?  John 21:15-17,

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."  16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?"  He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."  17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.  
    






    (John 21:15-17)

Three times He says, “Peter, do you love Me?  Do you love Me?  Do you love Me?”  And each time Peter’s response is a little bit frustrated, “Yes, you know I love You.  You know I love You!”

And Jesus responds to Peter’s response and He says, “Do what I’ve asked you.  Do what I’ve asked you!  Do what I’ve equipped you to do.  Be what I’ve equipped you to be,” He says—tantamount to seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  “Come on, Peter!”

Number four, meditate and pray through Psalms.  I’ve just picked out a couple.  Look at Psalm 18 real quickly with me.  Just the first couple of verses of Psalm 18, 

 1 For the director of music. Of David the servant of the LORD. He sang to the LORD the words of this song when the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said:  I love you, O LORD, my strength.   



         (Psalm 18:1)

Is He your strength?  

2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 3 I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 



         (Psalm 18:2)

Is He your rock, your fortress, your deliverer?  Is He the one in whom you take refuge, truly?  Is He your shield and the horn of your salvation—your stronghold?  

You see, you meditate on those verses.  “Can I say this with all my heart?”  

Psalm 63, turn over to Psalm 63 with me,

O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 




       (Psalms 63:1)

Is that our prayer?

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory. 3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.  4 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.  5 My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you. 

6 On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.  7 Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.  8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 









    (Psalms 63:2-8)

Oh my!  What a prayer!  Meditate.  There are just a couple of samples of psalms.  There are many, many psalms you could meditate on.

And last, fifth, talk about loving God with others.  Tell other people you love God.  When was the last time you told somebody not a Christian that you love God?  “I love God.  I love Jesus.  Jesus is my life.  He’s everything to me.”  Express your love for Him to other people.  

These are just simply ways that you can ensure that God is your God.  Amen?

Father, Thank You.  Thank You again, Lord, for Your Word, which is truth.  Lord, as we meditate on these verses, on these passages, on the richness of Your revelation, Lord, it does affect us.  It does change us.  We thank You for that.  Lord, we do confess that we have been distracted.  And we thank You, Lord, for calling our attention back to You.  Lord, You’re not #1 on a list.  You’re #1, period.  Teach us, Lord to seek you with our whole heart—like David did, not like Saul who sought you half-heartedly.  But Lord, that we be people who truly seek You, and we find You and Your grace and Your provision and Your joy and Your peace in our life, Your strength.  Lord, You are all we need.  We confess that tonight.  Help us, Lord to get our minds around it.  Help us to embrace it.  Help us to commit to that reality.  Thank You, Father.  We love You tonight.  
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