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We’re going to go kind of fast this morning.  You’ve got a lot of fill-ins in your notes so you’re probably going to miss a lot….  “Well, then why’d you give us so many fill-ins?”  Well, because I just wanted to.  (  So, you’re going to have to go to minichurch to get all the fill-ins filled in, right?  How many get frustrated with my notes sometimes?  Yeah…yeah…about a dozen of you tell the truth.  

If you look at your notes, the first question concerns your view of God.  


“Introduction—How do you view God?”

Really, it’s important that we do consider and ask ourselves…a lot of times, you know, the busy-ness and hubbub of life we don’t do what God says…“Just be still.  Be still and know that I’m God.”  And even when we read our Bibles, we’re not still when we read the Bible.  We very often just read to get our quota in.  But the challenge is to sit down and think, “You know…how do I view God?  What is my understanding of Him?”  And if you’re quiet and you’ll allow it, you’ll see that you’ll start maybe one place but then something else will occur to you—and then another and another.  And then pretty soon your view and your knowledge of God begins to expand and then things…it’s not that you don’t know them, but they’re just brought back to your remembrance, I believe, by the Holy Spirit.  

In that process, as it goes on in your life (at least it does in my life, this is something that I try to do), you’re just overwhelmed.  You want to worship Him. You want to praise Him.  You want to thank Him.  Your life is strengthened and, if you will, re-oriented.  How many know that we need a re-orientation fairly regularly—like every day?  Almost every moment, right?  We can be so easily distracted, can’t we?  

So the question is, and this is really what this 2nd Commandment is going to deal with, “How do we view God?”  It’s important that we have a broad and clear and accurate and truthful understanding of who He is.  You know, of course, there is only one, true, Living God.  Somebody say, “Amen,” to that one!  (Amen!)  That’s right.  And He is The LORD!  There is no other.  

He is the great Creator and the Sustainer of the universe and everything in it.  

16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

        (Colossians 1:16-17)

Without Him and with His intimate concern for your life, you would not have another breath nor would you have another heartbeat.  He keeps your heart beating.  You may not consider that. You say, “Well, He gave me a heart, and my heart just beats.”  No, no, no, no!  Your heart beats because He gives it the beat.  He gives it the beat, every single beat!  You’re not just a wind-up toy.  You’re not just a machine that He winds up and gives so many beats to, and you go on your way, and when the beats run out, that’s it.  No, no.  He gives you every single beat!  He sustains us!  Boy, I tell you, with that knowledge you just ought to fall down on your face and say, “God, thank You.  Thank You for Your sustaining grace.”  

He is the Sovereign Lord of all creation.  There is nothing outside of the pale of His Lordship.  He is the Lord of all…everything.  He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Quickly flip over to Exodus chapter 34, you recall in verses 6 and 7 when Moses asks God, he says, “God, I want to see Your face.  If we’re such close friends, I want to see your face.”  And God says, in effect, “No man can see me and live but I’ll put you in the cleft of the rock, and I’ll pass by.  I’ll put my hand over to protect you, and as I pass by, you can see my backside. ”

18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. 










          (Exodus 33:18-19a)

20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 











           (Exodus 33:19-23)

And Moses viewed God’s backside.  He viewed His glory as He passed by.  But as God passed by He declared His name.  He declared His character. He declared who He is.  He says, 

5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, (How many are glad about that one?) abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands (and literally that’s thousands of generations), and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."  (We’ll see that later in this verse.)

   (Exodus 34:5-7)

So we have some idea of God.  He is awesome.  He is magnificent.  He’s wonderful.  He’s mysterious.  He’s glorious.  Every adjective that we can possibly attach to Him, He is.  

And as such, it matters, and especially it matters how people, His people, acknowledge Him.  Would you agree?  It matters how we acknowledge Him.  And the way we acknowledge Him is we worship Him…we worship Him!  The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 12:1 that our worship is to be with our life.

12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. (Romans 12:1)

We worship Him with every aspect of our life.  “My work, I want my work…how I do my work to be an act of worship onto You, O God.”  He says in Corinthians and Colossians, the Apostle Paul writes, “Whatever you do…whatever you do, even in your eating and drinking, even in the most mundane things of life, whatever you do, do those things as onto the Lord.”

31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God 










       (1 Corinthians 10:31)

17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 





(Colossians 3:17)

23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.           





        
        (Colossians 3:23-24)

“I want to be a husband as onto the Lord.”  “I want to be a wife as onto the Lord…a parent as onto the Lord.”  “I want to be a student…I’m going to do my school work as onto You, Lord.”  Not just to achieve my own goals.  Not just to get ahead.  “But Lord, I want You glorified in how I….”  and you fill in the blank.  Does that make sense?  

This is worship.  Why?  Because He is worthy…He’s worthy—that we honor Him through how we live our lives and how we conduct ourselves.  Our lives are to be living testimonies indeed to the point of being living sacrifices.  So, worship is essential.

The 2nd Commandment, the 2nd Word of God, if you will, regarding man’s duty to God concerns the worship of God, and more particularly the fact that we do not worship anything other than God.  We don’t worship idols.  Now certainly, everybody worships something, would you agree?  And the great tragedy is that the vast majority of people today in this world worship falsely—and even many in the church, though they may say they worship God (and intermittently they worship God), the predominance of their life is not an act of worship to God.  If the truth be known, most of us just kind of go our way and do our thing day to day.  And oh yes, on Sunday our life is punctuated by a little bit of singing and praise and hearing the Word.  The question is, again, how do I view God?  And my view of God ought to dictate then how I live my life.  Does that make sense to you?  

Some people worship the false gods created by their imaginations.  You’ve heard the expression that “some people are a legend in their own minds.”  And they really worship themselves.  They’re self-absorbed and self-obsessed; and they’re always obsessing about them and them, and what’s happening to them?  What’s…?  Their rights….  It’s all about them.  And it’s in their own minds, their own imaginations.  They are their own god, if you will.  

See, whatever you’re occupied with, whatever your mind is occupied with, whether it’s money, work, security, fear, disease—now there are certainly things to be concerned about, but whatever we focus on and are absorbed with, that becomes, in effect, the god that we’ve created for ourselves rather than Him.  

He says what?  Acknowledge Him in all of our ways.  Trust in Him with all of our heart.  Don’t lean on your own understanding.  

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.   


   (Proverbs 3:5-6)

It’s like I have to make my own way.  I prayed.  Nothing’s happened so I have to do something.  Take matters into my own hand.

Some people worship and serve the false god of science and technology.  Our culture is permeated with that mentality.  All of our schools are training our children—just give us enough time and science and technology will solve all of our own problems.  

Some people worship the false gods of material things…if not an actual statue or idol certainly.  I was talking to a man last night about motorcycles.  He was saying, “You know, God’s convicted me.  My god has been my motorcycle! My whole life is absorbed about my motorcycle.”  I didn’t even have to say anything to him.  He just knew that right away.  You see?  

Some people worship the false gods, as we said earlier, money, sex, pleasure, power, beauty.  Our whole culture is trained to be, you know, part of the “beautiful people.”  That’s a tragedy.

Some people worship the false gods of the government, the state—the power of the state to feed us, to protect us, to clothe us, to provide all of our needs.  Fully half of the population of the United States of America worships the government.  Did you know that?  Trusting in the government to do this for you, that for you, this for you, that for you.  That’s the reality of things.  

Some people worship the false gods of natural law—believing that “Mother Nature” is the controlling power of the universe and of life.  Somehow “Mother Nature” is smarter than God!!  “Mother Nature” has taken the place of God.  “Mother Earth,” evolution and you can go on and on down that route or trail.  But people worship on that.

And these things absolutely become gods to a vast majority of people.  They can become gods if they’re focused on too much for your personal identity, for your personal security, and for your personal meaning.  

What gives my life meaning?  What gives my life meaning?!  Do I get my meaning from my relationship with God—what He tells me?  Or do I get my meaning from this world and the things of this world and what this world says to me?  

Am I drawing my sense of security from my relationship with Him?  Can I really trust Him?  Can I go out there and live by faith or do I draw my security solely from this life?  

Do I get my identity from Him?  Do I see myself truly as being “in Christ?”  So that I can say with Paul, 

It is no longer I who live but it’s Christ in me.  This life I live, I live by faith in the Son of God.

20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 













    (Galatians 2:20)

Where does my identity come from?  Does my identity come from my job?  Does my identity come from what I do, the clothes I wear…you know, what’s my identity come from?  

So we all have to battle this, would you agree?  There’s none of us who are immune.  Now we don’t necessarily start out with the intention of worshiping these things, but again, by the amount of time and energy we devote to them, these things can grow into gods that ultimately do control our lives, and we obsess about them.  And the key to not letting that happen, or not allowing that to happen is by letting God hold the central place in our lives.  And if God does in fact hold the central place in our life, that reality keeps these things from turning into gods.  

So, what should we be worshiping?  What*Should*We*Be*Worshiping?!  Well, the demand of the 2nd Commandment is that we give our lives to the one, true, Living God—very simple…and that we worship Him, and we worship Him alone.

Now, having said that, we have to talk about this idea, this concept of worship.  What is the essence of true worship do you think?  How would you define true worship if you could just boil it down to one simple word?  How about “celebration?”  Would you say that worship, true worship, is a celebration of God?  We celebrate who He is, celebrate what He’s done, what He continues to do.  We celebrate the fact that He’s faithful.  It’s a celebration of God!  When we worship Him, we celebrate Him.  We boast in Him.  We extol Him.  We speak and sing and shout His praises.  You can’t say enough.  We are designed to worship.  We are designed to give Him worship. And we manage to worship every other thing except Him.  So worship is a glorious celebration of God and all that He has done in creation and all that He has done in redemption.  “God, thank You for creating me, and thank You for re-creating me.  Thank You, Lord for this life that you’ve given me and thank You for the life that You’ve given me that’s going to be eternal.”  And we just continue to celebrate Him.

Again, Paul says that we do this with our life—every aspect of our being, everything that we are.  That’s a challenge to us—to keep that in the forefront of our thinking.  “God, You are worthy!  You’ve been merciful to me.  I love You today, and I worship You.”

Now, given all of that, as we look at the 2nd Commandment, indeed, as we look at all these commandments, who is it that is called to obey these commandments?  Who is called to obey?  Look at the first word of the commandment.  What’s it say?

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

   (Exodus 20:4-6)

(You)  “You,” that’s right…me.  No, “you” personally.  See, it’s you.  It’s addressed to every individual.  It’s not a corporate thing.  It’s addressed personally.  You.  You are responsible to obey this commandment.  Now, just stop right there and say, “Wow, do I obey this commandment?  In what area of my life (as we’ll go through a few of these areas)—what area of my life can I acknowledge that I’ve been an idolater?  Do I obey this commandment?”  

We’re held accountable to obey.  If we disobey, we will be judged.  Judgment doesn’t mean Hell necessarily but there is a judgment.  If you’re a believer, if you’re born-again, there is a judgment which all of our works, all of our words even will be judged.  Deuteronomy 26:16, this is spoken specifically to Israel but the principle still holds true of judgment,

16 The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and with all your soul. 

(Deuteronomy 26:16-17)

Now, do you think that that’s applicable for us today?  Does God mean for us to carefully observe His laws, His decrees with all of our heart and with all of our soul?  How many would say, “Yes.”  How many would vote, “No.”  How many aren’t sure?  Ok.  YEAH!!  He means for us to observe them!  Jesus puts it very succinctly doesn’t He in John’s Gospel, He says, “If you love Me, you will…?”  (Obey) Obey me.

15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 



         (John 14:15)

23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.   24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.    






    (John 14:23-24)

Just because we live under grace does not obviate the fact that we are called to live in obedience.  If I love Him, if I trust Him, if I believe in Him, implicit in that is the fact that I do what He says.  If you’re a parent and you want your kids to love you, you want your kids to trust you, you want your kids to do what you say because you know best, right?  So the same principle holds true for us.

In Ezekiel 18:20, the very first part of the verse,

20 The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him. 

     (Ezekiel 18:20)

There again is a picture of judgment.  Now Ezekiel, obviously, is talking to the nation of Judah but, none-the-less, the principle holds true.  There is judgment.  

In Ephesians 5:5-6, again, here is the New Testament translation of the very same principle.  He says, 

5 For of this you can be sure (You can take this one to the bank!): No immoral, impure or greedy person — such a man is an idolater….





   (Ephesians 5:5a)

Now, it’s not just the greed; all of that is inclusive.  So he’s going to equate (and we’ll see this a little bit later in another passage), immorality, impurity, greed—any of those things, those large great categories which include a lot of other things—they are tantamount, he says, to idolatry!  He says such a person is an idolater and that person doesn’t have any inheritance in the kingdom of God and of Christ. 

— has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 











           (Ephesians 5:5b-6)

So again, when a person chooses that path, chooses that lifestyle, lives that kind of lifestyle, they are tantamount to being an idolater even though they don’t bow down to a rock and carved symbol.  Do you see?  Idolatry you have to see is a much broader perspective than most of us understand.  

So, we are all personally responsible for this commandment.  Now, another question is, how long was this commandment to be in force?  Was it given just to Israel alone do you think?  Or was it given to Israel and through Israel to all generations?  What do you think?  Yeah, I think it’s the latter.  I think it’s given to Israel and through Israel to all generations.  Remember, Israel was meant to be the receptacle of the Law of God as well as the vehicle through which the Messiah was to come into the world.  Israel is meant to bring the light of God to the Gentiles, both ways.  

So, this commandment absolutely forbids the making and worshiping of anything other than God Himself, and it will be enforced throughout all eternity.  You say, “Well, we’re not going to have any trouble with idolatry in eternity, are we?”  It doesn’t matter.  The reality is that God means for us to worship Him throughout all eternity. There were angels in heaven who stood at the very throne of God, saw His glory and fell.  Isn’t that true?  I’m not saying that we would fall from grace in heaven once we’re there but the point is—God’s Law is eternal.  It will never pass away, and God’s Law includes the fact that we should worship Him eternally.  No person is to worship anything other than the Lord God Himself.  

Now the 2nd Commandment particularly forbids three things.  Let’s look quickly at those three things.  The first is in verse 4.  It obviously forbids the making of any idol—any image whatsoever. To make an image of anything for worship is simply wrong.  We’re not to make an image of anything in the sky above nor on the earth beneath nor in the waters below.  Let’s just read that 2nd Commandment, verse 4. 

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

   (Exodus 20:4-6)

That’s a mouthful isn’t it?  Not too hard to memorize, right Rommel?  (  

So we’re not to worship, we’re not to make, even make an image of anything in the sky above nor on the earth beneath nor the waters below.  The entire universe is covered there—even the unseen realm.  

No idol, no image of any created thing is ever to be made for the purpose of worship—not heavenly creatures such as angels or demons.  And we’ve just come through a season for several years of angels being marketed and symbols of angels…and you could buy little angel statues…angel this and angel that.  And while they’re cute and so forth, people have made them a source of some measure of idolatry.  I’ve heard and read articles where people actually don’t just bow down to them but they pray to them—they venerate them.  They see angels as somehow intermediaries between them and God.  That fits marvelously our capacity to be religious, doesn’t it? Yes-and our sense of unworthiness where we can’t approach God ourselves but you see there’s an angel, and angels can somehow do that for us.  If you grew up Catholic like myself, you understand some of that dynamic. 

No heavenly bodies such as the sun, the moon and the stars….  There are lots and lots of people wrapped up in horoscopes, and you’ve got to read your horoscope everyday.  “Ahh, it’s just a harmless thing.  I just….”  No, quit reading it.  The New Testament doesn’t call the “schemes of the devil” schemes for nothing.  They’re subtle schemes.  And they start out harmlessly.  “Well, I don’t really believe in the horoscope. Ehhh, I’m just going to glance at it today. I’m just going to look at it.” And then pretty soon you’ve got to look at it.  And then pretty soon it’s got a bigger hold on you.  I know there are people in this room who do that.  You don’t intend to do it but it’s got you sucked in.  It’s the same principle.  You’re worshiping the stars and the heavenly bodies, in effect.  “No I’m not!”  Yes you are!!  Because those things and the words in those things affect you and affect how you think.  

I don’t even read the little things in fortune cookies.  (  I give them to my wife to read!  (  (  We love Chinese food, and we’re always eating Chinese food.  I say, “What’s this say?”  (  You see how tempting it is—just curious.  

We’re not to worship any earthly creatures—any creatures of the sea.  And most of all, this includes images of God.  It’s not just images of creation, whether they’re unseen or seen, it really now comes down to images of God.  You say, “Why can’t we try to have an image of God?  I mean, that’s God.  We can worship God better!”  Let me suggest to you that you think you can worship God better but you don’t.  The reality is that any man-made image of God never can even come close to capturing His greatness and His majesty.  You’re always going to fall short.  You’re worshiping an image—a man-made image, not the true God.  No material image can truly represent Him.  It’s just a fact.  It’s impossible.  Don’t even try!!  Any attempt to do so actually insults His greatness.  It insults His majesty.  Any material image is just a bad picture of God.  

How many love it when somebody takes your picture, and it’s a horrible picture of you?  You just love it and say, “Publish that one!  I want that one in the church directory!” (  Right?  Noo!  You look at the proofs and you go, “Ewww!  Tear that one up!”  Right?  None of us want the bad picture of us for anybody to see us.  Why would we try to make a bad picture of God?!!  

We often use the expression, “A picture is worth a 1000 words,” don’t we?  However, when it comes to the nature of God, He has chosen to use 1000s of words rather than any one picture.  Where do we find those 1000s of words?  Yeah, right here.  (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is indicating the Bible.) This is why it’s so important to read this.  You cannot possibly worship God in spirit and in truth unless you know Him, and that requires you read the whole thing…again and again and again.  You say, “Oh my gosh, that’ll take my whole lifetime!!”  Duhhhhh, Welllll…. ( Get busy!  Right?  What are you waiting for?  I mean so many people seem dead in their faith, stuck in the water spiritually, can’t make any progress.  They wonder what the problem is, and the reality is they’re not getting to know God.  They prayed a prayer, they walked the aisle, they raised their hand, they did something, said “I believe in Jesus,” and we all celebrated, and they even got baptized but they don’t know God!!  And they’re not in the process of getting to know Him better and better and better. 

Those of you who are married know exactly what I’m talking about, right?  Javelin and Kaishauna here, they have a marvelous marriage.  Wave your hand so everybody knows who you are.  Ok.  (  They have a marvelous marriage.  They’ve had us to their house for dinner.  They have lovely kids.  It’s wonderful.  They’re a beautiful couple.  We love them very much.  I just watch them.  They study each other.  They talk to each other.  They spend time with each other.  It’s a priority in their marriage.  And they know each other.  Javelin was telling me just the other day, he says, “I know my wife.  I understand my wife.  I can complete the next sentence she’s going to say.”  Sorry, Javelin.  Gotcha in trouble, buddy.  (  

What’s the point?  We’ve got to spend time with God.  Spend time with Him in His Word.  

Our finite minds cannot grasp or conceive of the infinite, invisible God.  He’s invisible!  That implies a number of things.  You can’t see Him.  And guess what?  He has no color!  Ohhh, isn’t that great?  Yes.  He’s colorless.  That means He appeals to all of us.  Somebody say, “Amen” to that one. (Amen!)  That’s right.  

We cannot reduce the infinite God to the size of our human imagination.  We very often attempt to, unwittingly, put Him in a box—to categorize Him.  “Ohhhh, I think I’ve got Him all figured out.  I know how He works now.”  And just as soon as you say that, doesn’t He upset your categories?  Does just the opposite thing you expect Him to do?  Very often we try to put Him in a box.  Beloved, you cannot put God in a box. Turn to your neighbor and remind them, “You cannot put God in a box!”  

Isaiah 40:25, God asks this question,

25 "To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One.        (Isaiah 40:25)

Well, the correct answer is this:  God, You are so great You cannot be compared to anything.  You cannot be compared to anyone that my mind can ever even imagine or conceive of.  

I love the thought that when we get to heaven He’s still going to continue to blow our minds.  I just know that because we are created beings.  We’re still finite though we’re going to live everlastingly.  We’re not infinite.  He’s infinite.  There’s a huge difference between us and Him.  And even when we get to heaven, and we’re going to be perfect, and we’re going to be glorified, He’s still going to blow our minds with who He is!!  It’s just that we’re not going to be hindered by sin any more and the distractions of this life.  He’s going to have our full attention.  We’re going to be going, “Wow!!”

It’s like every so often I have your full attention… ( and you should see from my vantage point the look on your faces when I have your attention, I’m saying something that actually makes sense, you go, “Wow!  I never thought about that.  That is a good one. I’m going to write that one down!!”  You see…it’s going to be like that for eternity in heaven.  We’re just going to go, “Wow, God!! Oh Wow, God!!”  It’s going to be one whole, eternal, delirious experience!!  You can hardly wait!  You can see why people want to get to heaven.  

Beloved, when we make an image of God, we in effect limit Him.  We just limit Him.  We deny Him.  When you limit God, you deny Him.  You deny who He really is.  You put Him in a box again.  God is limitless, and images are, in effect, confining, are they not?  

We obscure Him, and we obscure His glory when you try to make an image of God, when you try to paint a picture of Him.  You just can’t do it.  His glory now has been diminished; it’s been obscured.  

We localize Him.  And when we localize Him, you lose sight of His transcendence.  He is transcendent to us.  If you don’t know what that means, look it up in a dictionary.  He’s beyond us.  

When you make an image of Him, very often you make an image of Him in your own image.  We are always describing God in our own image.  We make God like us…with all of our attendant weaknesses.  And if you don’t believe me, just take note of how you pray.  Very often when we pray, we tell God to do things like we do them, don’t we?  We have a limited understanding. We say,  “God, do this.  Do this and do this.  And do it this way and that way and do it by thus and such a date.”  Isn’t that true?  So we project on Him our own image:  God made in man’s image, not man made in God’s image.  

When we make an image of God we try to control Him.  Again, evidence our prayer life.  

When we make an image of God, we subtract.  This is so important to get.  We subtract the knowledge of Him from our very soul as soon as you make an image of God.  Now, God has revealed Himself in our conscience, hasn’t He?  God’s revealed Himself through His Word, and He’s revealed Himself through all of creation, has He not?  So we have these three major sources of revelation of God, in His nature and His character.  And He continues to reveal Himself, does He not?  But as soon as we make an image, a picture of Him, we just subtract that knowledge from our very soul.  All of a sudden God becomes static, no longer dynamic, no longer majestic, no longer mind-blowing, if you will, (I love that expression).  

But you say, “What about images such as pictures, crucifixes, statues and the other symbols that we use to stir us to worship and pray, that we use to remind us?”  There is a tendency within the human heart to focus upon that which is seen rather than that which is unseen—a tendency to fix our attention upon the seen object instead of upon God Himself.  Reason and honesty, and especially honesty, demand that we acknowledge that fact.  Would you agree?  So if we use visible objects to arouse us to pray and to worship, there is a danger.  We must know that.  There is a danger that pure and spiritual worship of God will fade.  It will deteriorate.  It will be degraded.  That the physical object will become more valid and receive more of our attention than in fact God.  That is just a tendency of our human heart!  Paul says we live by faith, not by sight.

7 We live by faith, not by sight. 





           (2 Corinthians 5:7)

We live by faith.  I don’t need an object to focus on.  For the first time in 34 years of the history of our church, we have an object, do we not?  What’s the object?  It’s a cross.  For 33+ years we have a tradition of not allowing, quote unquote, “holy hardware” in this room.  Now you can call this room a sanctuary, we call it an auditorium, we call it a multi-purpose room….  There’s a tension…we want to call the building the church but “the church” really is the people.  And we have to always keep that in front of us.  

You go out and you say, “Well, I’m going to church,” and we think what?  We think automatically of the …?  Building.  “I’m going to church.”  That’s a human expression.  We understand what it means but you can’t get away from it.  

We put the cross up there to remind us of Christ’s death.  Notice He’s not still there.  It’s not a crucifix; it’s an empty cross because He’s cut down from there. Right?  But we don’t bow before that thing and we don’t worship it.  We could, and there’s always the tendency to over-spiritualize that symbol and just go...kind of bow before it and be holy and pious….  You know what I’m saying?  You could very easily succumb to that. 

I, myself…you know, I find I just want to go back here and I just want to touch it.  I want…but I have to be careful because I could focus on only that which is seen and that which is unseen begins to diminish, diminish, diminish.  So we live with the tension of those things.  God is spiritual.  He’s unseen and we have a tendency to focus more on that which is seen.

Now having said this, the commandment does not forbid artistic talent (artistic renditions, if you will) of things that represent heaven and so forth.  If that were the case, then God would have to rebuke Himself because He, in His Law, we’ll see in the Word when He designs the Temple, requires that the artisans do magnificent expressions of things that are reflective of heavenly things—just the veil and the embroidery work on the veil that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies and the Cherubim that were hammered out in gold that guard the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant…and on and on and on we could go.  So this commandment does not exclude those things for the purpose of art…but we can quickly slide over and begin to worship those things.  And that was part of the temptation of Israel.  This is why we don’t have any of those things anymore.  

You know, “the search for the ark—the Ark of the Covenant.  We’re going to find the Ark of the Covenant!”  It’s buried in some warehouse someplace.  ( 

You remember the rod, the thing that Moses put the serpent on for the people in Numbers chapter 21?  God specifically told him to destroy that thing because the people wanted to worship it!  

Even God made symbols to testify to the people of spiritual realities but then He had to pull all those symbols back because the people’s human tendency is to worship the symbol and not that which they represent.  So we understand that, right?

There is only one true image of God—only one true image…only one image that is acceptable to God.  What is that image?  Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ!
I’ve given you some verses to point that out:  

In Colossians 1 we’re told that Jesus Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
             (Colossians 1:15)

So if you have any doubt whatsoever that Jesus is who He says He is, here it is.  

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He (meaning Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

        (Colossians 1:13-15)

In Hebrew 1:3 we’re told, 

3 The Son (meaning Jesus) is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being…  









     (Hebrews 1:3a)

You want to know what God is like?  Who do you look at?  Jesus!  In fact Jesus will say in John’s Gospel, 

30 “I and the Father are one."   






         (John 10:30)

“You’ve seen Me, You’ve seen the Father.”  

In Philippians 2:6, Jesus Christ is the very form, the very nature of God.

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped…. 










   (Philippians 2:6)

In other words, He was willing to set aside His glory, so He was still God in the flesh, to live on this earth to go through the things that He was required to go through.  

Jesus Christ, in Colossians 2, is the fullness of the Deity who lives in bodily form.  

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity (or God) lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.        (Colossians 2:9-10)

So we have ample testimony, ample witness that there is only one image of God that’s acceptable and that is Jesus Christ.

Now the second thing that the 2nd Commandment prohibits is the worship of false gods—not just the creation of images but the worship of false gods.  This strikes a deathblow most particularly against one of the most common ideas, one of the most common claims of people—and that is that all religions worship the same God.  I’m here to officially tell you all religions do not worship the same God.  The Buddhists don’t worship the God of the Bible.  The Muslims do not worship the God of the Bible.  The Hindus do not worship the God of the Bible.  Jews do not worship the God of the Bible.  Only born-again people worship the God of the Bible.  

People say we talk about different gods and, “Well, you know, all roads lead to heaven.”  All roads don’t lead to heaven!!  We’re not all God’s people.  People of God are people who are called by God by faith in Christ Jesus.  It’s that simple.  It’s sounds harsh but that’s the reality of it—that’s the reality of it.  No matter what people may call God, no matter what religion they follow, they do not all worship the same Supreme Being.  Remember again the 1st Commandment:  There are no other Gods!  There is only one, true Living God.

So if people create a God, if they worship some other so-called god, if they treat something else as god, they misrepresent the truth.  No matter how large their religion may be, no matter how many billions of people may follow that god, they worship a lie.  It’s that simple.  They worship a lie.  

Now the third thing that the commandment prohibits, we alluded to this a little while ago in the beginning, really is sin, in the broadest sense—impurity, immorality, greed (three major categories which really do include lots of other things) because the Bible equates those things with idolatry.  

If you go back to Romans 1 Paul talks about people who are godless and wicked.  They’re given to all manner of wickedness, and they do so because they are first of all idolaters.

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen. 










(Romans 1:18-25)

Beloved, you do not sin, you do not live a life of sin, you don’t follow immorality, you don’t live an impure life, you’re not a greedy person first.  You do those things because you are, in effect, an idolater first.  Does that make sense?  So that’s why he equates all these things to idolatry.  

We saw the passage in Ephesians 5: 5-6 earlier,

5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person — such a man is an idolater — has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.   6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 











 (Ephesians 5:5-6)

Much the same thing is said in Colossians 3: 1-5,

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

    










(Colossians 3:5-6)

And so, it’s not just, “Well, you know, ok, I’m just immoral.”  No, no, no, no.  You’re immoral because you’re first an idolater.  That’s a very important principle to get a hold of—because you’re first an idolater.  

And if you look with me at 2 Timothy 3, turn over to the New Testament, I want you to read this passage with me—verses 1-5.  I want you to notice what God says about man during the last days of human history.  Now there is some debate as to whether or not we are living in the days that this describes but I think there are some tremendous parallels—you’ll see them.  But notice all the stuff that goes on in that culture.  Paul writes this, 

1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness (in other words, being religious) but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

That’s a description of man in the last days.  Do you see any parallels whatsoever to our culture and our society?  I see them more and more.  

So, God forbids three things.  

He also, in the 2nd Commandant, He gives three reasons for the commandment—important reasons. He prohibits the worship of idols and images because first of all He says, “I’m a jealous God.”

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

   (Exodus 20:4-6)

Idol worship arouses His jealousy.  You say, “But wait a minute, how can God be jealous since He is love and 1 Corinthians 13 says love is not jealous?”  A lot of people have a battle, they struggle with, “Well, how can God be jealous?  That’s wrong!  We’re not supposed to be jealous!  If we’re not supposed to be jealous, then how can God be jealous?”  Does that make sense?  Sure!  

When the Bible says that love is not jealous, it means that we are not to be jealous of someone we love, we are to be jealous for those we love.  I am jealous for my wife.  I am jealous to protect her.  I am jealous that she love me.  I am jealous for you—that you have the very best, that you are exposed to the very best.  I am jealous for your spiritual well being.   I’m not jealous of you; I’m jealous for you.  You see the difference?  

God is not jealous of us.  He is jealous for us.  Very, very important distinction.  That means simply He will not tolerate any competition for our devotion; He will not tolerate any competition for our allegiance.  We belong to Him.  He loves us.  He cares for us.  He does not want us living in error. He does not want us following false gods that can do absolutely nothing to help us and save.  He is jealous for us!  Somebody say, “Amen.”  (Amen!!)
And Scripture, by the way, also equates idolatry to spiritual adultery.  So again, you see this image of why God is jealous.  Every husband or every wife, if one or the other was unfaithful, the other would have an absolute right to be jealous for that person.  They’re committing adultery.  God is jealous for us if we involve ourselves in idolatry.  We are tantamount to committing spiritual adultery.  Does that make sense?  He will not tolerate unfaithfulness!  And He will never allow a rival to replace Him.  

And the second reason that God gives this commandments (that God prohibits the worship of false idols) is because of the influence of idolatry and how it is passed on down to children from their parents. Now you’ll notice He says, and this is a hard passage for many people,  

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

   (Exodus 20:4-6)

Now on the surface of it, that sounds awfully harsh, and it sounds unfair.  It’s the sin of the fathers.  Why do the children to the 3rd and 4th generation have to be punished for the sin of the father?!  Well, let me give you an illustration out of the Old Testament and then we’ll talk about it.  

In the book of 2nd Chronicles 26, write that reference down.  You can read it later and I encourage you to.  There’s a king by the name of Uzziah.  Uzziah was a competent king but he possessed a serious character flaw.  That character flaw was pride.  How many know pride is the mother of all sin?  Right?

And here’s Uzziah, he’s the king.  In his mind he has the right to go every place.  He is sovereign over Judah.  And as he watched the priests go into certain parts of the temple that were off-limits to others, even to the king, he was frustrated.  He thought he ought to be able to go into those off-limit places in the temple also; so one day he did.  One day he ventured in to that restricted area of the temple—only where the priests could go to burn incense before the Lord.  

Azariah, the high priest, followed him in and said, 

"It is not right for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD. That is for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to burn incense. Leave the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful; and you will not be honored by the LORD God." 
        (2 Chronicles 26:18)

The very next verse, v. 19 says,

19 Uzziah, who had a censer in his hand ready to burn incense, became angry. While he was raging at the priests in their presence before the incense altar in the LORD's temple, leprosy broke out on his forehead. 





        (2 Chronicles 26:19)

What a coincidence!  Uzziah immediately left the temple—never went back to the temple to worship.  He went to his palace where he lived the rest of his days with the disease of leprosy (whatever that meant), and he ultimately died with leprosy.  

Now, this is Uzziah.  Uzziah had a son by the name of Jotham.  Jotham, too, was a good king.  But Jotham interestingly, it’s recorded, never ever even went to the temple.  And his reason I think is a familiar one—because the church people mistreated his father, and he was mad about that.

There are multitudes of Jothams who avoid going to church for no other reason than their father never went.  They never go to church because they saw hypocrisy in their parents. They never go to church because it doesn’t make sense to them.  They never saw true worship and devotion in the lives of their fathers or their parents.  

Now Jotham had a son.  So the first generation is Uzziah.  The second generation is Jotham.  The third generation, Jotham’s son, is Ahaz.  How many remember Ahaz?  Ahaz never went to the temple either.  In fact, Ahaz shut the temple down!  He took all the objects of worship from the temple and used them in the worship of pagan fertility gods.  He, himself, became a rank pagan!  

So the first generation quits worshipping correctly.  The second generation doesn’t worship at all.  And by the third generation, wickedness replaces worship.  And what about the fourth generation?  Ahaz had two sons.  Ahaz was himself so immersed in pagan worship that he sacrificed his own two sons on the altar of his pagan god!  

Where did this tragedy start?  It started three generations earlier—three generations earlier with a man who did not worship God in the correct way.  And it affected the next three generations in that family.  

These are the kings of Judah!  

You see, if a man doesn’t worship God, he sins.  But he affects the life of his son or his daughter—his children because now he’s set the example.  Not only does he sin but now his children sin because they don’t worship God.  They’ve not been taught.  They’ve not been trained.  

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 











     (Proverbs 22:6)

Part of that is worship.  It’s not just behaving good.  

And that second generation then, because they don’t worship, aggravated by the next generation, their sin now is that they’re not worshiping.  

So you see how the sin of the father is passed on to the succeeding generations and God punishes the children but He only does so for what?  How many generations?  Four.  Contrast that with the next part of this.

The third reason:  God prohibits the worship of idols because of the influence of loving obedient parents lasts not just for three or four generations, it lasts for thousands of generations. 

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

   (Exodus 20:4-6)

You see the positive influence of parents on their children.  This is why it is so imperative that parents, Christian parents, lead their families, lead the children, and most particularly, the fathers lead their children and be examples and teach them, pray with them.  

Beloved, this shows the awesome influence of parents on their children and, more particularly, fathers—and the absolute necessity of loving and obeying God and God alone in your life.  Because if you don’t, you pass on to the next generation, and the next generation, and the next generation just an attitude that God doesn’t matter!  And hence, God punishes the children for the sin of the father.  Do you follow?  Does that make sense to you?  It’s not that children are innocent.  They’re responsible.  But what starts with the fathers passes on down to the children.  

Now, how do we obey this commandment from a positive perspective?  We’ve talked about: don’t make idols, don’t make idols, don’t worship false gods and so forth.  I want to put a little different spin on it for you.  So I want to give you some help and some insight into how do we keep the 2nd Commandment from a positive perspective?  So I’ve given you some verses and some principles. And again, you’re probably not going to get them all down but you just look up the verses.  They’re all pretty self-explanatory.  

First, we must choose this day whom we shall serve.  Isn’t that true?  I mean, every time we gather today we make a decision.  Today, who am I serving?  False gods of this world or the Lord God Himself?  You recall Joshua’s words to the people of Israel, in Joshua 24, 

14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."  











 (Joshua 24:14-15)

Elijah confronts the people in the same way in 1 Kings 18,

21 Elijah went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." 


    (1 Kings 18:21)

Settle the issue!  Get off the fence, he’s saying to them.  Make up your mind!  The point is, move on with it.

Secondly, we must remember this day the Lord Our Creator, bow down and worship Him and Him alone as our Maker.

In Psalm 95, 

6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 

    (Psalms 95:6-7)

Oh, isn’t that a beautiful picture?!  

In Ecclesiastes 12:1, I love this.

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, (In other words, start early.  Why?) before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them"— 

           







           (Ecclesiastes 12:1)

It’s just a parable of kids.  They grow up.  Life is a piece of cake.  I’m living at home.  I’ve got it all made.  You know, “I can hardly wait to get out there and make my own way….”  Right!  You start paying rent, utilities; you got to buy your own clothes, your own food…. Man, you got more month left at the end of your little budget.  You say, “Why, I had it pretty good back there.”  You see?  Remember Him early…early…in the days of your youth.

Third, we must honor the Lord as our father.  

2 Corinthians 6 Paul writes this,

17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."   18 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."   







    (2 Corinthians 6:17-18)

He’s our Father.  He wants us to know Him, among other things, as our Father.  And there are lots of people today who are growing up without fathers for varieties of reasons.  It’s not a condemning statement.  It’s just a reality.  Kids are growing up—they don’t know their father or they don’t have a father or their father is abusive or dead or something’s happened.  And who do they look to?  God.  But you only know Him as your Father when you read about Him and you study Him and you meditate on Him.  Just like if you were to sit down and your physical father were to talk to you and reveal who he is to you.  You derive a tremendous measure of comfort and strength and encouragement from that.  He’s our Father.

Fourth, we must worship God in Spirit and in truth.  John 4:24, Jesus says,

24 “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  
           (John 4:24)

Can’t do that unless you’re born again.  Can’t do it unless you know the Bible.  You can’t just worship God any ol’ way.  You have to worship Him in Spirit and in truth.

Fifth, we must trust the Lord and keep our minds upon Him.

3 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.  

      (Isaiah 26:3-4)

Sixth, we must meditate and think upon Him.

6 On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.           (Psalm 63:6)

Seventh, we must pray and rejoice in everything with thanksgiving to God. Paul says in Philippians 4, 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 


           (Philippians 4:6-7)

1 Thessalonians 5, 

16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 





(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

You see, you can’t do that.  You won’t do that unless He is the centerpiece of your life.

Ephesians 5:20, same idea,

20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 










   (Ephesians 5:20)

Eighth, we must rejoice in the Lord and be glad. 

Psalm 32, 

1 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart! 











       (Psalm 32:11)

See, you can’t sing unless you are upright in heart.  You just won’t sing.  “I don’t wanna sing today!”  Wow, where’s your heart?  Right?

Ninth, we must delight ourselves in the Lord.  This is a great verse.  How many know Psalm 37:4?

4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.          (Psalm 37:4)

Tenth, we must assemble ourselves together to worship the Lord.

Acts 2:46-47,

46 Every day (speaking of the early church) they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God….









    (Acts 2:46-47a)

God was always the center of their life.  They met together.  They fellowshipped together.

Hebrews 10:25,

25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

   (Hebrews 10:25)

Boy, we need encouragement, don’t we, to stay the course?

Eleventh, we must guard our steps when we go to the house of God.  Guard ourselves and make sure we listen.

Ecclesiastes 5:1,

1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 



 (Ecclesiastes 5:1)

John 8:32,

32 “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

           (John 8:32)

John 17:17, Jesus says, God’s Word is truth.  

17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 



         (John 17:17)

And lastly, we must continue to study and preach God’s Word.  We must continue to pray, observe the Lord’s Table, and fellowship together.

Acts 2:42: again, speaking of the early church,

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.   







           (Acts 2:42)

2 Timothy 4:2,

2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. 




    (2 Timothy 4:2)

That is how we keep the 2nd Commandment from a positive perspective.  That’s what will keep you from idolatry.  That’s what will keep you from worshiping false gods.

Now, you have a little game plan for the week on the back page of your notes.  Let’s just run over that real quickly.  

How many knew that the game plan would include memorizing the 2nd Commandment?  (  Right?  That’s right at the top of the list. Ok?  So memorize it with your family, memorize it with your minichurch, memorize it in your discipleship group.  

2nd, reflect as to whether you have material images that you’re worshiping, that you’re serving—that you do have idols in your life.  Look…look around saying, “Maybe I am worshiping things I’m not even aware of!”  And maybe, ask yourself, “To what extent am I a mental idolater?  I have mental images.  I have mental things.  My imagination conjures up things that I’m obsessed with.”  

3rdly, ask yourself how you have limited your knowledge of God.  Have you confined your thoughts about Him simply to the things you like to think about Him?  So in other words, is your God in a little box?

4thly, agree to think about what the Scriptures say about God (this is going to be important whether you like it or not)—what the whole Scripture says.  This requires that you begin to read the whole Bible, the whole Scripture so you get the full-orbed picture of who He is and giving special focus, certainly, to Jesus.  

It’s wonderful to say, “You know, I love Jesus because Jesus is all love.”  Yeah, but Jesus talks about hell more than anybody else!  He talks more about the wrath of God than the Old Testament.  You want to get the whole picture here.  Ok?  

Second to the last, pray for an idol-free life.  That’s a good one isn’t it?  “God, keep me free from idols.  Open my eyes and my mind to understanding these things.”  And ask for blessing to the 1000th generation for you, your family, and our church.

And lastly, discipline yourself to obey the 2nd Commandment focusing on those positive aspects that we spoke of earlier.  Amen?

“Phew!!  Man!  I didn’t think you could say quite so much about the 2nd Commandment!”  (  I could have gone on more.  How many know that?  (  

Let’s pray,

Father, thank You for Your Word.  Again, thank You for instructing us.  Thank You, Lord, for Your Spirit that brings this Word to life.  Thank You, Lord for Your abundant grace, mercy.  Thank You that You are just and faithful.  Thank You, Lord that there is a very real issue of judgment that we must contend with.  You do call us to obedience.  Lord, this morning as we take time just to be quiet and think, reaffirming our commitment to You as Joshua called the people in the day, “choose this day whom we will serve.” Lord, we choose You.  Thank You for Your love.  Thank You for Your mercy again.  And thank You, Lord for the reality of who You are.  Expand our minds—expand our vision and understanding of that.  Thank You, Father.  
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