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…a little rugged for the guys, you know, in the men’s locker room.  In the women’s locker room it never gets that way, just the men’s.  (  And this one fellow was … “Jesus Christ this, Jesus Christ that….  G…d… this G…d…that” and he was just….  It was really getting egregious and really, really offensive.  You know, the Bible says that we’re not to judge the non-believer—we’re to judge one another.  So I was doing my very best not to judge him but it just got to the place where my ears were just burning and I said to him, “You know, can I share something with you?”  He said, “What’s that?”  I said, “You need to come over here.  I don’t want anybody else to hear this.”  So I whispered to him, I said, “Did you know…did you know that God said He will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses His name?  I thought you just might want to know that.”  

And, you know, from that day on, he never ever used the Lord’s name in a vain manner, and he thanked me for that.  

And then there was another fellow who was doing it just really bad. So I thought I would do the same thing, and he would receive it in the same manner.  We almost came to blows!  It was really, really rugged.  I just said to him, “Let me just put it to you this way.  What’s your mother’s name?”  He didn’t like that one.  I said, “You wouldn’t want me to use your mother’s name, would you, in the manner which you’re using my Lord’s name?”  That’s when he almost… I thought he would take a swing but God covered me in His grace with His pinions.  (  

Anyway, let’s look at this commandment.  You know, God’s Commandments are no laughing matter, are they?  I don’t know if you…every so often, you know, you pick up a magazine or a journal, or you get an email or people send you funny, quirky little stories and things—somebody sent me a listing of a bunch of laws that had been passed in various parts of our country.  I thought I’d read them to you.  

In Pine Island, MN—anybody from Pine Island, MN?  There is a law that says a man must remove his had when he meets a cow. (
In Pocatello, ID it is against the law to walk around looking “peeved and dejected.”  (
In Berea, OH there is a law that states that every animal on the streets after dark must wear a taillight. (
Now this next one, I don’t know how they got this next one.  There is a Michigan law that says, apparently, that crocodiles may not be tied to fire hydrants.  (  Crocodiles in Michigan?!!  

In Detroit it is against the law to fall asleep in a bathtub. (
In Natchez, MS elephants are not permitted to drink beer.  (  

In Owensboro, KY, if a woman wants to buy a hat, her husband must try it on first. (  I thought…I don’t know!!( (
There’s another one in Kentucky that says that a wife must have her husband’s permission to move the furniture in the house.  (  (
Obviously those are foolish.  They seem foolish to us.  Who knows how long they’ve been on the books in these various places and whatever was the initial stimulus to passing such laws, but to us they seem absolutely foolish and certainly antiquated.  But when God gave His 10 Commandments, His 10 requirements, His 10 laws, though we laugh at these, His 10 Commandments are no laughing matter.  Would you agree?  No laughing matter whatsoever.  

You know, I suggested to you when we started this little study on the 10 Commandments that God’s commandments are binding.  He means for us to obey Him.  Would you agree?  The question is, somebody asked me this, they said, “What happens if we break a Commandant?”  Well, we’re guilty of breaking a Commandment.  I don’t know if you know this, but all 10 Commandments, they were capital crimes if you broke them—death penalty.  So these are very serious.  But aren’t you glad that somebody else suffered the death penalty for us for breaking them?  

Now that doesn’t mean that we can with impunity break these commandments or disregard them.  God fully means for us to obey these Commandments because if we do not, there are consequences that we experience in life, aren’t there?  But there is no condemnation to us for Christ has taken the judgment for us for our sins.  Amen? (Amen)  Aren’t you glad for that?  

Plus, if you’re a Christian, you want to obey God.  You want to glorify Him.  You want to live a life that is fruitful and that is pleasing and is glorifying to Him.  Isn’t that true?  So, these Commandments really, as he says, these Commandments are meant to bring life.  Paul will say that in Romans chapter 8, Commandments are meant to bring life.  But when we violate them, they bring death.  They bring difficulty into our life.  

God said in the book of Deuteronomy, you recall, through Moses to the Israelites just before they went in to possess the Promised Land, He says, “If you obey these Commandments that I give you today, I’ll bless you.  If you disobey them, I’ll curse you.”  

26 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse —  27 the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.   




 (Deuteronomy 11:26-28)

Jesus has taken the curse for us.  We obey them because we want to be blessed, and we want to glorify God.  Does that make sense?  

So with that, let’s look at this 3rd Commandment.  Now, the first two commandments dealt primarily with what?  Anybody remember?  Idolatry. That’s right.  Idolatry.  Now the 3rd Commandment is going to deal with and forbids, simply, the misuse of God’s name.  

I would suspect that all of us, in one way or another, have misused His name, and certainly we have heard and experienced the misuse of His name more times than we care to admit, would you agree about that?  Certainly.  Now, you may say, “Well, I’ve never taken the Lord’s name in vain.  I’ve never used the name of Jesus or the name of God in an expletive kind of a manner.”  And you may certainly be proud for that and I congratulate you for that—but it’s not just that.  Misusing the Lord’s name is much more extensive than just misusing the name of Jesus or God or The Lord in a casual manner.  I want us to look beneath and just kind of unpack this commandment to see how easy it is and how absolutely we can violate this commandment many times without even realizing it.  

In the Bible, if you look in Exodus chapter 34…turn back to Exodus chapter 34 with me.  God’s character is always associated with His name.  So when we use the name of the Lord, we’re speaking about Him—His character, His nature—and He is absolutely perfect in every way.  Hence, because He is who He is, then we should reverence Him by reverencing His name.  Does that make sense?  

So in Exodus chapter 34, you recall Moses wanted to see God and God said, “No man can see me and live but,” He says, “I’ll put you up here in the rock, and I’ll pass by, and you can see my backside.”  And the glory of God passes by.

18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. 










          (Exodus 33:18-19a)

20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 











           (Exodus 33:20-23)

But as God comes down and stands there, He proclaims His name.  And He expands on His name by, in effect, saying, “This is who I am.  This is my character reflected by My name.”  You and I understand that.  We want to be known as having a good name. Would you agree with me?  A good name is better than silver or gold says Proverbs.

A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 










     (Proverbs 22:1)

So we want to have a good name…a good name when people think about us or talk about us.  We want them to reflect on a good character—certainly as Christians.  So in this passage, verse 5 says, 

5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him (meaning Moses) and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands (that’s literally thousands of generations), and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."  






   




   (Exodus 34:5-7)

So in other words, God is righteous, holy, gracious, merciful, just, faithful—there is no flaw in His nature.  So when He declares His name, He’s declaring, “This is who I am.”  When you hear the name Lord, this is how you ought to think about God.  He is anything but trivial, casual…He’s absolutely awesome in every possible way.  

Now in our culture, when we think about names…names really don’t, in our society, in our culture—names don’t necessarily reflect or demonstrate character.  We name people just simply to identify them.  Isn’t that true?  We do.  Think about it.  It’s a rare family, the rare parents who, when their child is born, attributes to them a name that would demonstrate the character and then they train up that child to fulfill that character.  But most of the time we just name our children and the names basically are just identifying statements.  

Our government identifies us, isn’t that true?  By our numbers, right?  The Federal government identifies you by your federal taxpayer number, state government by your driver’s license number.  We might as well be a number in that sense because a number actually does a better job of identifying us.  Somebody may share your name but they certainly don’t share your Social Security number.  Numbers really do identify us.  But we just use names as convenient labels.  We just label each other.  

I read an article, The Gerber Baby Food Co.—they did a study on children and on names of children.  They wanted to know what the most popular names of baby girls and baby boys were.  So back in the ‘50’s they did this study.  These were the most popular names in the ‘50’s for girls:  Mary, Elizabeth, Barbara, Dorothy, and Helen.  In the ‘90’s, they did the same study, and they came up with a completely different set of names:  Jennifer, Amanda, Ashley, Melissa, Nicole, Lauren, and Megan.  

Listen to the names for boys from the ‘50’s to the ‘90’s.  In the ‘50’s, the boys were: John, William, Charles, James, and George.  In the ‘90’s Matthew, Jonathon, Bryon, Jason, Christopher, Andrew, and Ryan.  

You say, “What’s the point of that?”  The point is, it doesn’t matter much. (  It doesn’t matter much! Right? Think about it.  When most parents name their child, they’re just searching for a name that either sounds good or is a family name.  

I was named after my father and his father.  I named my son after me.  I know the meaning of Michael.  My first name is Michael; my middle name is Zachary.  And I know the meanings of those names so I gave those names to him because I wanted him to bear the same name and the same meaning of those names—and I’ve raised him to fulfill the images of those names.  

In the Bible, names carry the message.  The very name of Jesus carried a message, didn’t it?—Savior: He will save His people; Immanuel: God with us.  And you go down through the Bible, you study the names in the Bible, and you see that those names had meanings.  They reflected on the lives and the persons and the characters of those people—they were really messages.  Esau and Jacob are classic examples.  When Esau was born, he came out and he was all red and hairy, wasn’t he?  So what did they name him?  “Hairy,” didn’t they?  That’s what Esau means.  It means hairy.  Now when Jacob was born, Jacob came out right behind Esau, and Jacob was grasping what?  His heel.  So his parents named him “Grasper.”  And his whole life he was known as The Grasper, The Grabber, the one kind of like a cheater, if you will.  We know he “grasped” after his brother’s birthright.  When Jacob, on the way back from spending all those years with Uncle Laban, going back home…remember he wrestled with God?  And he “grasped” onto God, didn’t he?  Wouldn’t let go.  He said, “I’m not going to let go until You bless me.”  And then finally God says, “I’m going to change your character, your character has been changed so I’m going to give you a new name.  Your name shall no longer be Jacob (Grasper), it shall be Israel,” which means what?  Prince of God.

So we see clearly in the Bible that names meant something.  For us in our culture, we don’t necessarily have that same kind of perspective.  When the Jewish scribes back in Old Testament times, when they would copy the Old Testament Scriptures…this copying that was done by hand, you can imagine the whole Old Testament, the Law and all the Prophets, the scribes copied these things by hand.  It was a very meticulous process.  They counted the letters both ways.  They made sure all the lines were the same.  It’s just incredible.  When they came to the name of the Lord, when they came to that four consonant name (YHWH: we pronounce Yahwah), every time they came to that name, they would pause in their copying.  They would fast and pray for 24 hours.  They would remove their clothes, take a ritual bath, put on brand new clothes, take a brand new quill which had never ever been used, write the 4 consonants, destroy that quill so it would never ever write another word, take off the new garments, put on the old clothes, and then continue copying.  They did that 6000 times in copying the Old Testament because that’s how many times the 4 consonant name of God is listed!!  

Now why would they do that?!!  They did it because they esteemed the name of God so highly that they wanted to be absolutely clean.  They wanted to be clean inside and outside.  They fasted, and they prayed!  They used a brand new quill!  And after they did that, they broke that quill!  They got rid of it so it would never write another word again!!  

Imagine how many people would be tempted to cut corners on that?  “Well…you know….”  Lord, Lord  “I just spent 24 hours….”  It’s just…Lord, Lord—one right after the other.  “Do I need to take another bath?!  Put on another set of clean clothes?!”  How many people would cut corners?  “Well, I already did it once.  No big deal….”  No, they did it every single time!  They’re absolutely meticulous about addressing, just writing….  They wouldn’t even pronounce the name—the name of the Lord was so sacred to them.  6000 times…!

God is holy.  His character is holy.  His name is holy.  They held Him in awe—in reverence.  That’s why God warns us against misusing His name, because it reflects who He is.  When you misuse His name, when you don’t treat His name as holy, it’s just tantamount to saying you don’t think He’ holy.  He’s no big deal, “Oh, that’s just God.”  And I think all of us would agree that ought not to be! 

You see, when you use the name, when you speak the name of God, when you speak the name of the Lord, you bring His character into focus.  You bring His person into focus.  If we do not afford His name the honor that His character demands, then we are, in effect, misusing His name, using His name in a vain manner, an empty manner, a meaningless manner.

Now, the primary application of the 3rd Commandment was in the swearing of oaths and promises.  When an Old Testament believer swore by God that such and such was true or made a promise by God’s name to do such and such a thing, it was to be done with utter sincerity—no doubt about it.  Such an oath, such a promise was never, ever, ever to be broken.  This is how important it was.  Breaking one’s promise was, in reality, a flagrant misuse of God’s name.  Just breaking a promise for an Old Testament believer was a flagrant misuse of God’s name!!  

In the Old Testament, making promises, making oaths in God’s name was really encouraged.  Listen to what we’re told in Deuteronomy 10:20.  God says, 

20 Fear the LORD your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. 









       (Deuteronomy 10:20)

Because if they honored His name, they honored Him—they would keep that oath.  It was that important.  

When I would preside at a wedding, and we pronounce a blessing over the couple, “In the name of the Lord.”  And they make certain promises, make certain oaths, “In the name of the Lord”—to live their married life and to honor one another and to honor God with this union.  God fully expects them to keep that oath!  

God instructed His people though the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah 12:16.  He’s instructing His people but He’s telling about the foreigners that they too could swear in God’s name and that would bring vitality to their lives.  

16 And if they learn well the ways of my people and swear by my name, saying, 'As surely as the LORD lives' — even as they once taught my people to swear by Baal — then they will be established among my people. 






  (Jeremiah 12:16)

In other words, it was a good thing to look to the Lord…it was a good thing to make a promise and invoke the Lord as a seal of that promise.  

So, in the Old Testament, oaths were assumed to be part of, very simply, a committed life.  But once made, those oaths were not to be broken under any circumstances.  Leviticus 19:12,

12 "'Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD. 










  (Leviticus 19:12)

It’s kind of like an exclamation point.  

In Numbers 30:2,

2 When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said. 


    (Numbers 30:2)

You see, when we take an oath, we make a promise, even today, we do so, really, though you may not use, may not invoke the Lord, “Ohhh, I make this oath, I make this promise in the name of the Lord,” but the very fact that you bear His name as a Christian, you are doing that!  So when you break a promise, when you break an oath, you have just what?  You’ve just misused His name.  You just profaned His name.  Oaths and promises are so significant.  We are to do what we say.  Deuteronomy 23:21, 

21 If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to pay it, for the LORD your God will certainly demand it of you and you will be guilty of sin. (—if you’re slow to pay it.)
       









       (Deuteronomy 23:21)

Be on time.

So God’s teaching regarding keeping oaths was crystal-clear.  

But by the time of the New Testament, the teaching regarding these vows and oaths had come to an amazingly abusive situation.  For example, some rabbis began to teach that an oath was not binding if it omitted God’s name or didn’t imply it.  So, you can see the legalism begin to creep in.  “Welllll, if God’s name isn’t actually used…or implied….”  Kind of like you’ve got your fingers crossed behind your back.

Remember as kids?  “I promise.  I promise,”  and then when they’re gone, “But I had my fingers crossed.”  (  Amazing!

If you swore by your own life, if you swore by somebody else’s life, if you swore by the life of the king or by your health or by some object or by some city (like Jerusalem), but avoided mentioning or even alluding to the name of God, you were not bound.  

The Mishnah, which is a collection of Jewish traditions and teachings, devotes one whole section to an elaborate description of when oaths are binding and when they are not binding.  In effect, the swearing of oaths had degenerated simply to a system that indicated when you could lie and when you could not lie.  

Evasive swearing, evasive oath-taking (promising, if you will) became a fine art.  You see, the height of accomplishment was—when you were lying, to convince the other person you were really telling the truth by invoking some other person, some other object.  So, “I swear on the head of my grandmother,”  some such thing.  You know what that is?  But the height of accomplishment was to affect a lie yet convince the other person that because you were swearing this oath on the head of somebody or by somebody’s life or such and such that you were actually telling the truth!  You could fake them out.  And this was something that was thought to be quite elegant, quite excellent if you could pull it off.  

One rabbi taught that if you literally–notice the subtlety here—if you swore by Jerusalem, you were not bound.  But if you swore toward Jerusalem, you were bound.  Subtle, huh?!

The use of oaths had become, again, just an absolute debased system.  Jesus recognized this and He addresses this issue particularly because there is an egregious thing going on amongst His people.  Look at Matthew chapter 5.  He addresses this very, very clearly.  He says,

33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.'  (So that’s a basic summary of the Old Testament teaching to Israel of the Law—the 3rd Commandment.) 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 



           (Matthew 5:33-37)

So here’s Jesus, addressing this egregious evil in amongst the Israelite people, amongst the Jewish people, and He rules out making any vows that use references to people or objects as backup.  And the reason He ruled it out was because God stands behind everything.  The earth and all it contains belongs to God, isn’t that true?

12 …for the world is mine, and all that is in it. 




   (Psalms 50:12b)

So He’s making the people understand there’s no loopholes here.  God stands behind everything.  The entire creation is His.  And people couldn’t call up a part of that creation without ultimately referring to Him!  The point is this:  those vows and oaths and promises made before God, quite simply, are never to be broken.  That’s why He reduces it to “Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no,’ ‘no.’” That’s all there is to it.  Don’t think there are any loopholes.  Don’t think that you can be evasive.  Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes,’ and your ‘no,’ ‘no’ –anything else is from…He says what?  The devil.  

Just look into your own life.  What kind of promises do we make that we break?  Do we make promises that we have no intention of keeping?  Is our word our bond?  Can people take our word to the bank?  “You’re a Christian.  I trust you.  You’re a Christian.”  Tragically that’s not something a lot of people take stock in today.  I’ve heard more than once, you know, “I’ll never hire another Christian.”  Why?  Because it’s scandalous, the attitudes and the short cuts and the craziness that goes on.  It’s tragic.  

Willful breach—a willful breach of a promise or an oath is a gross misuse of God’s name and as such is a grievous breaking of the 3rd Commandment.  

Beloved, any promise you or I make, whether we call God as a witness or not, is made in the presence of God and must be kept!  It’s that simple—because as Christians, God’s name is automatically included whether we verbalize it or not.  Would you agree with that?  Automatically!

There’s another common way in which God’s name and character are insulted and that is by simply vulgar or profane speech and language.  The word profanity comes from two Latin words:  pro fanitas.  Those two words just simply mean “out of the temple,” or “outside from that which is good and decent.”  So the idea is that in the temple it’s to be sacred.  If you take it outside the temple, it’s no longer sacred, no longer good, no longer decent.  That’s how the derivation of profanity came.  So, when a person uses profanity, they are simply “outside” that which is decent and good.  It’s something that is an affront to God.  It’s an affront to God!  God does not want us to speak with vulgar language.  He does not want us to use profane language. You don’t even have to use His name in a vain way.  Just the fact that someone would use vulgar language and profane language is, in effect, profaning His name because He is the Maker of all things, isn’t He?

Jesus says in Matthew chapter 12, notice in verse 34, 

For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 



 (Matthew 12:34b)

That’s a very telling statement, isn’t it?  Have you ever said, “Well, I…I didn’t mean that!”  Yes you did!  You said it!  “But I didn’t mean….”  Yes you did mean it!  Out of the overflow of the heart, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks!  Words come from inside.  Jesus says it’s not what goes in a man’s mouth that defiles him, it’s what comes out of his mouth 

11 “What goes into a man's mouth does not make him 'unclean,' but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 'unclean.'"  




   (Matthew 15:11)

and out of the abundance of the heart.  It’s already in there.  So He says,

For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him…. 





     (Matthew 12:34b-35a)

Oh, isn’t that beautiful!  The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him!  So if good is not coming out, what’s coming out?  Bad!  What does that say about what’s inside me?  Bad—not good, because if good was in there, what’s going to come out?  (Good.)  Very good!  (  

…and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.       
   (Matthew 12:35)

It’s a principle!  It a reality!  This is the truth!

36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.







   (Matthew 12:36)

Every careless word.  I’m not even going to ask for a show of hands.  Anybody here who may have used careless words?  Yeah.  “Just put a guard on my mouth, Lord.  Put a guard on my mouth!  I do not want to stand before You and have to give an account.”  Now does that mean that I’m going to go to hell?  No!  It just means that I’m going to have to give an account.  

I don’t know about you but I want as many rewards as I can when I get to heaven, do you?  I want to accrue as much reward as I can because what are we going to do with our rewards?  We’re going to lay them at His feet as an expression of worship.  It’s going to be the final testimony.  “Lord, this is how much I loved You when I had that life on earth.  Look at all that I amassed, and I’m going to lay it at Your feet as an act of worship.  Look at what You are worthy of—how I lived my life, every word, Lord!”  

Kind of puts a new spin on it, doesn’t it?  Some of us are going to go to heaven are going to have a meager pile to lay before Him.  I want the biggest pile I can get—biggest pile!

He says,

 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." 







       



   (Matthew 12:37)

Hmmm!  Powerful, powerful statement.  

Listen to what He says in James chapter 3 about words.  How many know that the tongue can be really destructive?  Eweeee!!  Verse 9,

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. 







           (James 3:9)

Oh my, there’s an indictment, isn’t it?  Curse men who’ve been made in God’s likeness.  Do you think that’s anything akin to misusing God’s name?  Absolutely.  Cursing people who are made in His likeness!  He says,

10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.(James 3:10)

Who would say, “Amen!” to that?  (Amen!) 

Millions of people…millions of people, may I suggest to you, are guilty on a daily basis of impugning God’s holy character by misusing His name in any number of different ways—just as an expression of frustration.  We’ve heard this, “Oh God!!”  “Jeeeesus!”  “Oh Lord!”  We don’t even think.  But it’s an expression of what?  Frustration.  Why don’t we change that and say, “Oh Buddha!” ( “Oh Mohammad!”  (   Why is it, “Oh God!”  “Oh Lord!”   “Jesus Christ!”   Why isn’t it,   “Ahh Buddha!”  “Ge-oshhhh!”  Did I do that right?  (  How many of us go, “Ge-oshhhhhh!” (  What is that?  That’s kind of another way of saying, “God!”  without saying “God!”  

Some wonder if they can use another word, another curse word as long as they don’t use the name of God or the name of Jesus.  Beloved, a person who loves God doesn’t use profanity, period!  Period!  

As my son was growing up, we made it a practice to work with him on proper speech, how people talk—more particularly, how Christians speak.  We have a saying in our house, and we still use it, we don’t use slang in our house.  We don’t use slang language.  Now every so often, one or the other of us do, but we have a general rule.  And we certainly don’t use the Lord’s name in a vain manner.  We don’t curse.  We don’t use profane language.  So I’ve raised him that way, and I told him early on, I said, “Honey, Christians don’t talk that way.  Christians don’t use that kind of language.”  And of course, being his father, he believed me.  Then he went out to play with some of his Christian friends.  He came back in and he said, “Dad, they do, too, use that language.”  So I had to amend my comment to him.  I said, “Committed Christians do not use that kind of language.”  Committed Christians do not use that language!   Why?  Because they love God too much and they esteem Him too highly to profane His name—to use His name casually.  Committed Christians…like us.  Right?  Amen? (Amen)  That wasn’t a very hearty, “Amen.”  (  

Someone once said, “Profanity is the attempt of a feeble mind to express itself forcefully.” (  Don’t you love that?!  Another person said this, “Profanity is the linguistic crutch of the inarticulate.”  So when you use vulgar, profane language, you are just revealing the fact that you are inarticulate and feeble minded. (  You don’t know how to talk!  You’ve got to resort to using this kind of language to emphasize a point.  You don’t have to do that.  

Not only does vulgar speech violate this commandment, but “vain” speech breaks it as well.  Vain meaning “empty or meaningless.”  Did you know that when you utter a prayer and you don’t really mean it, you’re not serious, that’s a vain, meaningless, empty prayer?  How many times do we just pray rote prayers?  A lot of times…I think we just kind of pray—not even thinking.  And in effect, we do, we  use the Lord’s name, we do so in a vain manner.  It can be as simple as praying , “God is great; God is good.  Let us thank Him for our food.”  If you’re not really, sincerely acknowledging His greatness, if you’re not really, sincerely acknowledging His goodness, and you’re not really, sincerely thankful, you’re misusing His name.  

When I was in High School I played football, and I remember distinctly before every game in the locker room (here were all these guys with pads and cleats on), and we’re getting ready to run out on the field—we’d all huddle together and we’d all recite together the “Our Father.”  We wouldn’t recite it as we normally would in a normal voice.  No, we would use deep, husky, “manly” voices.  We would chant the phrases in a crescendo of intensity until we got to the last phrase, and when we said, “Amen,” it was as if we were saying, “Now let’s go out and kill those guys!”  (  We were just saying that prayer as a rote exercise.  It was just a ritual before the game.  There was no meaning to it.  We weren’t thinking about what we were saying—not at all.  Weren’t even sincere.  Pre-game ritual.  We were violating the 3rd Commandment because we simply didn’t mean a word of that prayer.  

I remember growing up and…I don’t mean to offend if you’re from a Catholic background, this is not meant to offend anybody—but I grew up Roman Catholic.  I remember going to confession on every Saturday because every week I was bad so every Saturday my mom made me go to confession.  (  If you’re from a Catholic background, you remember, you know what I’m talking about. I remember going into the confessional and saying, “It’s been a week since my confession” and I had to confess my sins.  There was this hush on the other side of the screen.  Invariably I’d have to pray a whole bunch of  “Our Father’s” and “Hail Mary’s” and a couple of rosaries and…it was just a horrible thing.  When you’re in the Catholic church, and you’ve gone to confession, and you come out of the confessional, you have to come down to the front and kneel at the altar rail to say your penance, you knew that all the people were watching you who were standing in line waiting to get in to do their confession.  So, you didn’t want to give the impression that you were really bad, so you said the “Our Father,” “Hail Mary,” the “Glory be…”,the rosaries really, really, really, really fast.  I learned to say the “Our Father” in about 3 seconds!  “Our Father… (fast mumble, mumble, mumble)…. Amen!” (  “Hail Mail… (fast mumble, mumble, mumble)…. (  Profaning His name!!  I just came out of confession!!  I just said, “God, I’m sorry for my sins.”  And what do I do?  I go, and I sin some more!!  I didn’t realize what I was doing.

How about empty praise?  How about empty praise?  You know it’s possible to be sinning even while you’re singing?  We sometimes sing mindlessly, don’t we?  Everybody else is singing; everybody else is clapping.  I look at the words; I’m singing the words—ok.—and I’m not really singing them sincerely.  I’m not thinking through the logic of the words.  I’m just singing them by rote.  “Well, it’s hard to muster up the intensity!”  Really?  You have to “muster it up?”  Think about it.

Another way of violating the 3rd Commandment is by making an empty profession.  Jesus said in Luke,

46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 

     (Luke 6:46-47)

We can utter the words, “Jesus is My Lord,” but if our lifestyle says otherwise, then we’re what?  Misusing His name.  “I believe in Jesus!”  What did Jesus say?  “I never knew you!  Away from Me, not you doer of good, you doer of evil.”

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!'     









           (Matthew 7:21-23)

We misuse His name if our lifestyle doesn’t match our testimony—we break the 3rd Commandment again.  

Have you noticed that there are lots and lots of people wearing crosses?  The rock stars.  I like the rock stars’ big heavy crosses.  (  They wear them around their necks.  They wear them in their ears and their noses.  God knows where else they may wear them.  But this jewelry has absolutely nothing to do with their belief in Jesus Christ.  Think about this.  Those emblems have absolutely no relation to a personal faith in Jesus!  Any time we do something like that it is an empty profession of faith and again, a violation of the 3rd Commandment.  

Anytime we claim to be Christians but our lives do not live up to what we say we do, our lives become a violation of that commandment.

C. S. Lewis once said, “The greatest cause of atheism in the world today is Christians who profess Jesus with their lips but deny Him with their lifestyles.”  These hypocritical actions are what an unbelieving world finds simply amazing.  They say to us, “You are a fake.  You are misusing the name of God.”   The world says that, in effect, to us!  

So God says, 

7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 






       (Exodus 20:7)

Now the commandment is couched in those negative terms:  “You shall not….”  How would we rephrase it in a positive sense?  In a positive sense, the command would speak this way—that we should live a life in a manner that honors God, right?  God would say, in effect, “Use My name, honor My name, respect My name, exalt My name.  Help yourself to happiness by using My name reverently, correctly and with respect.  I want you to use My name!  I want you to call upon My name!  I want you to exalt My name!  I want you to know Me by My name!  I want you to call Me by My name!—but do it in a manner that exalts Me.”  

Any time we use God’s name, again, we call His character into focus, and He wants His character to be honored and complimented.  Would you agree?  Who is it, do you think, best revealed God’s name and His character?  Who?  Jesus.  Jesus!

Listen to what He says in Matthew’s Gospel 6:9, the first phrase of the “Our Father.”  He told His disciples to pray this way.  He says, 

9 "This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven….” 

     (Matthew 6:9a)

Notice the next four words.  What are they?

“…‘hallowed be your name….’” 


     



     (Matthew 6:9b)

So the very first thing…He acknowledges God as Father.  He says, “Our Father, hallowed by Your name!”  Before we go anyplace else, hallowed by Your name!  In other words, “Heavenly Father, let Your name be lifted up as holy by Your children.  Let everything in the universe declare You as holy.  Hallowed by Your name!!”  This is a powerful admonition to make every effort to reverence His name—and as you reverence His name, you reverence Him!  

This calls first for each one of us, individually, to purpose to personally reverence His name—personally reverence His name!  How do you do that?  Well, you’ve got to reflect on who He is.  Reflect on the majesty of His name—what His name means, what His name reflects:  His omnipotence, His omniscience, His utter holiness, His limitlessness and His astounding willingness to condescend to become one of us, to save us, to fulfill His Word, His promise.  He’s faithful to His promise.  His name must reverently be on our lips in our own personal prayer, our personal praise, our personal testimony.

Our personal reverence is meant to produce a domestic reverence for His name so that our families, our spouses and our children, never hear His name abused in any way within the home—not even in jest.  As every father and every mother, individually and together, purpose in their own heart to personally reverence God by reverencing His name, the heritage the children will receive is incalculable.  The children see the parents reverencing God—they reverence His name, and the children want also to reverence the name of God and hence reverence God.  Within the home, God’s name must be recalled in unaffected reverence so that all naturally give Him the deepest respect.  

When we reverence God privately and domestically, public reverence  will follow, and it will follow just naturally.  So regardless of what happens in the day to day world, regardless of whether something embarrassing happens, painful, a surprise, humiliation, horror, anger, whatever may happen, God’s name will never be abused or misused because, you see, there is a desire, there is a purpose personally and domestically to honor His name.  So when I’m out in the world, I don’t misuse His name.  I don’t slip.  

And lastly, there’s a corporate reverencing of God’s name.  The corporate character of God’s people reflects this: the way God’s people speak His name; the way God’s people lift up His name in praise, in prayer, in testimony, and preaching.  That will have a massive influence on all who observe.  When the non-believer comes into the midst of a worshiping congregation and they catch the reverence with which those people reverence God and hold His name and exalt Him, that has an impact on those lives.  Those people may not leave converted but they go away going, “Those people are serious about their faith.  They are serious about God!”  It marks them.  It marks them!

How we conduct ourselves, how God’s name falls from our lips, even how we sing of Him will have eternal consequences in building up a people who shrink from the slightest misuse of God’s name.  

Now, recognizing that we live in a culture that regularly misuses God’s name—I think that’s a fair assumption, wouldn’t you?—we must check our lives, would you agree?  We must check our lives to see if we are participants in any or even all of these common abuses.  Now, I’ve listed these categories on the back page of your notes.  So, I’m going to ask you this week to reflect and evaluate your own life in these general areas: oaths, promises, profanity, irreverence, hypocrisy, insincerity, empty praise, empty prayers and so forth.  Evaluate yourself, and if necessary, repent.  Purpose in your heart to no longer do that.  

Second, covenant to reverence God’s name verbally.  Notice what I said, covenant to reverence His name verbally.  Realize that verbalizing one’s love for God elevates and substantiates it.  So, in other words, tell God out loud you love Him.  

My wife and I have a regular practice of telling each other, out loud, every day, “I love you.”  “I love you.”  We do that with our son, “I love you.”  We verbalize, “I love you.”  “I love you.”  And that elevates our relationship.  That elevates the way we think and treat one another.  

And so the same thing is true.  You tell God, “I love You.  Lord, I love You.”  Say it out loud.  Let’s practice.  Shall we practice?  Say, “Lord, I love You.”  (Lord, I love You!  I love You!)  Say it! Now, come on!  Some of you aren’t even saying it!  My gosh!  

Just tell God out loud how much you love Him.  Do it often.  Do it every day, throughout the day.  “God, I love You!  I love You!”

Third, if you’re a parent, see to it that you reverence God’s name with your children.  Teach your children by your example as well as by your verbal teaching.  Teach them.

Next, ask God to take away any idolatrous images of Him so that in seeing Him as He reveals Himself, you will not be inclined to ever misuse His name.  In other words, you’ve got to see Him as He reveals Himself in the Scriptures. Just go back to that passage in Exodus 34. Memorize that verse.  Memorize those couple of verses so you begin to see God as He really reveals Himself so you can reverence His name.

5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."  

   




   (Exodus 34:5-7)

And then lastly, flesh out this prayer as appropriate to you in your life.  


Hallowed be your name personally in my interior life.


Hallowed be your name domestically in my private, home life.


Hallowed be your name publicly in my life in the world.


Hallowed be your name corporately in my worship within the Body of Christ.


Hallowed be your name!

Amen? (Amen!)
Father, thank You.  We do hallow Your name tonight.  We do worship You.  Lord, help us to be mindful of the casualness with which sometimes we can use Your name.  The many ways that Your name is misused really reflects a casual attitude about You…. Lord, even when we just say, “Hallelujah!” mindlessly, we’re not really thinking to praise You.  Lord, open our eyes, our minds, our hearts to the ways in which we violate this 3rd Commandment.  Thank You that You don’t condemn us!  But Lord, You want to bless our life.  And as we hallow Your name, we hallow You, we acknowledge You in all of our ways, Lord, You will bless us.  We thank You for that.  We love You tonight.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen?  (Amen!)
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