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Well, it’s with great anticipation on the part of many parents that we approach this revered command.  We are all children, are we not?  So this commandment really does address all of us and we’ll be talking about that.  

Today, I think most of you are aware that the family, as a social institution, is under attack—the sacredness is under attack.  Many of our educators, many of our social scientists, many of our lawmaker even are making great efforts to redefine family…redefine it into any group of people living together in any kind of relationship.  Family loses its traditional distinctiveness, in other words.  There’s a tremendous push in our culture for that…to secularize our culture in every way.  While that is happening, much is said about “family values.”  That phrase is bandied about much but very few people can actually define it.  What are family values?  And in the broadening definition of family, those values continue to become more and more diluted.

I would suggest that the first and best place to look for family values is in the Bible.  If you want to know what family values are, if you want to know where they stem from, they stem from the very God that created family, and He’s given us direction, purpose, meaning, order, structure and the substance of what we call values.  The 10 Commandments, indeed, as we’ve been studying them, provide the very basis for our value system.  We have lived for hundreds of years under the Judeo-Christian ethic.  That has served us, by and large, well as a country, well as a society; however, that ethic is being, again, diluted, diluted, diluted.  We’re seeing the effects of that at all quarters.  

As we’ve been studying the 10 Commandments, we’ve arrived at the 5th Commandment.  And the 5th Commandment is indeed the pivotal commandment in all of them.  It is a major turning point.  The first four commandments address our relationship with God—address our vertical relationship.  God has designed this marvelous thing called “relationship.”  We all experience relationship in a number of dynamics.  The first is vertical.  It’s imperative that man be rightly related to God.  If he is not rightly related to God, no other relationship is going to “work out.”  So this first relationship is the vertical one.  The first four commandments deal with that.  The last six commandments deal with our horizontal relationships.  That’s relationships with other people.  

The arrangement of the commandments, in that order, (first with God and secondly with other human beings) is not an accident.  It is not incidental.  It is intentional.  God designed things this way.  As I said earlier, if you are not rightly related to God, you cannot possibly be rightly related to yourself.  If you are not rightly related to yourself, you can’t be rightly related to your neighbor.  We understand that dynamic.  

How many have had a bad hair day—and made everybody else’s life miserable for it?  (  We make a joke about it but that’s the reality of things.  You know, things don’t go well, you look in the mirror and say, “I hate myself today!”  I suspect that most all of us have said that or expressed that sentiment in some shape or form, even most recently.  We’re not happy with ourselves.  And if you track back, we’re not happy with ourselves because we’re not happy with where we are with God.  We’re not rightly related to Him.  We’re not in a good relationship with Him and so we’re miserable.  And when we’re miserable, we make every one else around us miserable.  

So, the structure of these 10 Commandments is just critical to look at.  The message is clear.  Again, we must be, first of all, rightly related to God—reflected in those first four commandments—and then, in the last six, related to our neighbors.  

C. S. Lewis put it, I think, rather marvelously when he said,

“When I have learned to love God better than my earthly dearest, I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do now.  In so far as I learn to love my earthly dearest at the expense of God and instead of God, I shall be moving towards the state in which I shall not love my earthly dearest at all.  When first things are put first, second things are not suppressed but increased.”  

It all starts, very simply, with loving God and being rightly related to Him.  

Now, C. S. Lewis, when he said that, he’s not simply referring to anything other than the logic, if you will, imbedded into the structure of those 10 Commandments.  Again, the first four, when they’re obeyed, key, when they’re obeyed, they grace us with a deep love for God.  Sometimes people say, “Well, you know, I don’t feel God’s love.  I don’t feel like, you know, God hears me.  I don’t feel like God talks to me.  I don’t feel anything.”  You’re not going to feel anything until you start walking in obedience to the first four commandments.  That’s the simple fact of it.  

How many were at our 4Couples Only Wednesday night?  That was a tremendous time, wasn’t it—with Stan and Marcy?  I thought it so wonderful that they simplified all the mystery, if you will, of love and marriage and all that stuff.  And they boiled it down to this, very simply:  Do what God says.  DO WHAT GOD SAYS!  They simply, by faith, obeyed the Word, and God gave the love.  We get it backwards, don’t we?  We want to feel the love.  And then when we feel good about this, then we’ll do what we ought to do.  No, no, no.  They put it in Biblical order.  Obedience leads to the fruit.  Obedience leads to the fruit!  

And the same principle holds true: we obey God’s Word, and He fills our life with His love.  It’s just that simple.  Sometimes we’re waiting for the feeling of the Holy Ghost heebie-jeebies and they don’t come, and we wonder why.  What’s the matter with us?  And we don’t think obedience is necessarily an important thing when in fact it’s on top of the list!   

God will grace us with a deep love for Himself so not only can we love Him with our whole heart, mind, soul and strength, we can actually then love, guess who?  Our neighbors—those around us.  The two great commandments:  Love the Lord Your God with your whole heart, mind, soul, and strength.  

…"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

         (Luke 10:27)

How do I love Him?  How do I demonstrate that I really love Him?  Jesus said what?  “If you obey Me, then that’s how you know you love Me.  If you don’t obey Me, then you don’t really love Me.”  

15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 



         (John 14:16)

So it always starts with obedience.  That’s why these commandments are so important—to obey them.  Do what God says.  Do things the way God has designed them and life begins to work!  Duhhhh!  (  Isn’t that marvelous?!

Now we come to the 5th Commandment which commands that we, in effect, love our nearest and dearest, if I can use the words of C. S. Lewis.  

Exodus 10:12,

12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 







     (Exodus 20:12)

This is a marvelous truth God is giving to His people.  He is giving them a land that they didn’t cultivate.  He’s giving them houses they didn’t build.  He’s giving them vineyards that they didn’t plant.  He’s given them a land that’s like flowing with milk and honey.  And He’s says, “Here…this is imperative.  If you’re to live long, if you’re to possess this land, and you’re to be continually fruitful generation after generation after generation, and you’re to leave a peace in this land, you must do this one thing!  Honor your mother and father!”  Why?  Because that keeps the family in tact.  Not only does it keep the family in tact, that guarantees that the next generation of the family will be healthy, and the next generation will be healthy, and they will live long in the land.  See, it’s not some magical thing.  This is a principle of life, and so we want to explore that principle this evening.  

This is God’s unchanging formula.  There’s no newer formula.  It’s not, you know, “Well, we need an updated version.”  No, no, no.  It’s an unchanging formula.  God’s Word is eternal.  It was good 4,000 years ago; it’s good today, would you agree?  It’s His unchanging formula for blessing in the family.  It contains indispensable wisdom to children and to adults.  It’s God’s message for young and old alike.  

The Hebrew word for “honor” is “kabed,” and it means “to give weight or dignity towards.”  So when we are to honor our parents, we accord to them a certain measure of dignity…a weightiness, if you will.  

Whether you are a child living at home or you are an adult with one or more living parent, the command is still in force for you.  We never grow out of the moral obligation that God has given us.

Now let’s start with children.  Children pass through different phases of how to express honor to parents.  1st phase, for instance, when one is a child, the focus should be on obedience.  In Ephesians 6:1 Paul says this, 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 


     (Ephesians 6:1)

So, in the 5th Commandment when God gives this broad commandment, “Honor your parents—honor your father and your mother in the Lord,” Paul narrows the scope for children to obedience.  So, how does a child first begin to honor his or her parents?  Obedience.  It’s the same thing we do with God.  God calls us to obedience.  We honor Him first by obeying Him.  

Now parents may not always be right—but it is right for a child to obey the parent.  Notice what Paul says, 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 


     (Ephesians 6:1)

This is right!  Now under the Mosaic Law, if a child should disrespect, dishonor or disobey a parent, it was serious business.  Disobedience is a serious crime!  In the book of Deuteronomy, in chapter 21, you’ll listen to the effect of disobedience on a child’s life.

18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son (or daughter) who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard." (And the Elders will say, “Take him for counseling.” (  No, what does it say?  It says,) 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 


 (Deuteronomy 21:18-21)

Disobedience is a serious crime in the economy of God!!  It’s not just some inconvenient thing.  It’s not some casual thing.  In the Old Testament, in that economy, it was punishable by stoning!!  A child!!!  Now to you and I that’s just unbelievably harsh!

I remember years ago, we had a Single Parent’s Ministry and we had….  You know, the single parents—it’s a fascinating dynamic.  It starts with single moms, and some single dads join.  They kind of get together, and they have potlucks and fellowships and the kids all get together…and pretty soon the single parents start meeting…and pretty soon you don’t have a Single Parent’s Ministry any more.  (  You get the point?  

We had one couple, just an incredible couple, and she had 5 boys all under 12…and these boys were very energetic.  (  And Don, the man, had a couple of grown kids and so he was a little bit older.  They had met, and they got together, and we married them.  It was just a wonderful thing happened.  So they called me and they said, “We need to talk to you about some things.”  I said, “Ok,” so we sat down and talked.  They began to talk about the boys.  They said, “We’re having discipline problems with these boys, and we know you always taught us to look into the Bible for the solution.  The Bible always has an answer for what to do.  We looked in the Bible, and we were reading in the Bible, Deuteronomy chapter 21 and we thought, “Surely before we do this we need to talk to the Pastor!”  (  (  “It’s a good thing you called! (  It’s a good thing you called!!”

Yeah, a child was to be brought outside the city gates, and they were stoned!!!  Serious business!  Purge the evil from your midst!  We all know the adage—the little saying that one rotten apple can spoil the whole bucketful, right?  So this was the principle.  Israel was to exhibit purity and holiness before God.  And in every situation where that was not the case, they were to remove that person from their midst.  I wonder how many of us would be around today if we were living under that law?  Think about it.  I thank God that we’re not under the law but we’re under grace.  Aren’t you grateful for that?  

But now what if parents are wrong?  What if parents are wrong?  Obviously when the Scripture says we are to obey them “in the Lord,” it means that His commands, God’s commands always come first.  If a parent tells a child to do that which is contrary to God’s Word, then the child is not obligated to obey that.  But always, when a parent gives a direction, and that’s godly direction, the child is to obey it.  

Children are to obey parents because God said so.  “Why do I have to do that?”  Because God said so.  Many adults have a problem.  “Why do I have to …?”  Because God said so.  He’s not a cosmic killjoy.  He is someone who has designed us and designed relationships so that they function and that we actually get blessed through these environments.  And if we go outside of His function, outside of His design, then we’re not going to get blessed.  

God is preparing children for life, isn’t He?  He means for us as parents to prepare them for life.  All of us know the reality that we spend our entire lives dealing with higher authorities whether they’re employers, whether they’re teachers, whether they’re coaches, whether they’re legal people and so forth…we all have to deal with higher authorities—and it’s important that we submit to those authorities appropriately.  If we develop a habit of disrespect, if we develop a habit of rebellion, if we develop a habit of disobedience as children, there will be severe consequences down the road.  If a child doesn’t learn to submit to his or her parents, if the child doesn’t learn to obey his or her parents, he or she won’t find it easy to submit to those next authorities, teachers, bosses, employers, and legal authorities.  They just won’t.  It starts in the home.  It starts in the home—obedience in the home.  

If you were to visit our prisons (and Jon Mounts is in charge of our prison outreach), he would assure you that if you were to speak to prison inmates, I suspect that you would never ever hear one of those prison inmates say, “This was my goal in life…to end up here in prison.”  Is that true John?  Yes!  Not one of them would have wanted that.  But somewhere along the line they got off track.  Somewhere along the line they started rebelling against authority.  Many of them never learned the basics—to obey their parents.  

There is so much at stake for a child and his or her life in learning to obey their parents.  When we rebel against our parent’s authority, again, we just set ourselves up to rebel to the next level of authority…and the next level and the next level.  The older we get, the more severe the consequences of our disobedience.  The Bible teaches that those who don’t learn to obey seldom live a long life, and they seldom live a happy life.  That’s just the bottom line.  That’s just the way things work.  

The 5th Commandment is the first one with a promise.  And the promise is very simple…Ephesians 6:2 explains the promise,

2 "Honor your father and mother"-which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."   

 (Ephesians 6:2-3)

We used that verse in our house for years, didn’t we Mike?  Yes we did.  I would always ask him this question, “Do you want things to go well with you?”  “Yes, Dad.”  “Do you want to live long on this earth?”  “Yes, Dad!”  “Then what do you need to do?”  “I need to obey.”  “That’s right.”  

Notice that God says, “You will enjoy…you will enjoy long life if you follow this command.”  It’s not just that you’re going to live a long life.  There are a lot of miserable people on this earth living long lives.  Would you agree?  They don’t enjoy it.  The best way to ensure that you enjoy a long and happy life is to start out by what?  Obeying your parents!  

This is imperative for parents to know about their kids.   And there’re a lot of parents today who are absolutely clueless about how to train up their children—absolutely clueless about how to train up their children!  Permissive, unbelievably permissive.  

I talked to some parents not too long ago.  It just astounded me.  They said, “You know, we’re not going to impose any values on our son.”  I said, “You are consigning him to become an absolute crazy maniac in his life.  You must train him.  You must teach him.  You must inculcate values into his life as early as you can and as consistently as you can.”  But they couldn’t see it.  And that poor boy, unless they change, that poor boy is going to be an absolute crazy person later on in life.  It’s just tragic.

So what’s the secret to enjoying a long and happy life?  What’s the secret?  (Obey your parents!  Honor your mother and father!)  Good!

Now, the second phase, there’s a second phase, as children grow into adolescence, the focus now begins to shift from emphasizing obedience so much as to the need to show respect for the parent.  

During the time of growing and learning and changing, many teenagers think they know everything and that they can do everything.  They just believe that.  I mean they have no other basis to not believe that.  That’s just part of their growing and so forth.  Teens will often even look at their parents or other authority figures in their life (teachers and so forth), and say, “How could I have ever thought that that person was brilliant.”  And they just shake their head.  “They’re just so plain, so mundane.”  

But growing up, you know, your parents are kind of like your heroes, and your Children’s Church teachers have marked your life and that’s all wonderful, but soon you get to a certain age and you go, “Huh?!”  You see, at that time of life—adolescence—it’s very human and very natural for teenagers, if not properly trained…it’s very human and very natural for teenagers, if not properly trained, to show disrespect for authority figures.  That’s why you train up a child in the way that they should go.  And there are lots of kids who aren’t trained, and they show incredible disrespect for authority figures.  

Parents of teenagers, I believe, should have this warning attached to their foreheads…a label, “WARNING:  The Word of God has determined that disobedience and disrespect to your parents can be harmful to your health and well-being!”  (
It can be tough to raise teenagers.  Mark Twain, the humorist/the satirist, once said, “When your son turns 13, put him in a barrel and feed him through the knothole.  (  When he turns 16, plug up the knothole!” (  Boy, there’s a fatalist, huh?!

Now, while it may be difficult to raise teenagers, we have to remember that it’s difficult being a teenager.  Some of us parents have forgotten that.  Teens will often become sullen because they’re certain that their parents don’t have a clue about what it means to be a teenager.  “Come on, Dad!  Come on, Mom!  Don’t you understand what I have to deal with?!”  “No, I’m totally clueless, Son.  (  I have no idea what you’re dealing with.”  You see, kids often forget the obvious fact that every parent was indeed, at one time, a teenager.  And at one time they were subject to the same feelings, thoughts, pressures and so forth, as our current teens.  

We say, “Ohhh, times have changed.”  Well, maybe the times have changed but the same pressures are there.  They just wear different clothes.  The same temptations are there.  They just wear different clothes.  The same problems are there.  The same questions and doubts are there.  They may just wear some different clothes.  But the bottom line underneath all that is that nothing has really changed in that sense.  Teens of every generation have shared the same thoughts, the same feelings, the same kinds of problems.  If teens can just realize this and keep…this is the secret—if teens can just keep respecting their parents until they survive adolescence, God will bless the rest of their life.  Just survive this, and God’s going to bless the rest of your life.  Just hold on.  It’s going to be ok!  Sadly though, too many teenagers lose respect for their parents, and it leads to all kinds of ruin and all kinds of destruction in their lives.  Tragic!

Now, I know there are a number of teens here tonight so I have some encouraging stuff for you here.  And even if you have teens that aren’t here tonight, and you get a tape or a CD and you want to take it home and have your teen listen to this, I have three sure-fire parent-reforming strategies.  These are sure-fire parent-reforming strategies for teens.  How many teens are anxious to hear these?  Nobody.  I have one.  (  I have one taker!  Ok.  Well, then, I’ll just pass them up.  (Nooo.  Noooo.  ( )  How many want to hear them?  Ahhhhh, a few more hands.  Ok.  (  All right, here’s the first one.  These are sure-fire, sure-fire parent-reforming strategies…for teens.

1) Try courtesy and good manners.  Try courtesy and good manners!  Add these eight simple words to your vocabulary (just eight words!): Yes, Mom.  Yes, Dad.  Thank you.  I’m sorry.  Eight words!  Amazing what those words will accomplish.  Absolutely amazing!  You will find that when you use these words your parents may be shocked at first, but they, too, will start treating you with respect as well.  Before long you’ll find that your parents are actually getting smarter and easier to get along with.  Simple.  Just use those eight words, and it will change your parents incredibly. 

Here’s the second strategy…sure-fire.  Works every single time.

2) Try expressing appreciation to your parents.  Just try it.  If you fast forward your life, if you’re a teenager…if you fast forward your life about 20 years to when you might have kids, imagine if you could, how good you might feel when your kids tell you how much they love you and appreciate you since you will no doubt want your kids to love you and appreciate you; remember that what you sow in life, you are going to reap.  It’s, again, another law: the law of sowing and reaping.  The only way to reap a crop of appreciation from your future children is to plant plenty of seeds of appreciation in your parents today.  Try appreciation.

A teenager went to see a school counselor because he was stressed out.  The counselor said, “Tell me about your family.”  It’s always the first question they ask, “Tell me about your family.”  The teenager said, “Well, my Dad loves me, buys me things, takes me to ballgames…we do lots of things together.  He supports me in everything I try.  My Mom cooks for me, cleans my clothes.  She tells me she loves me, hugs me all the time, tells me she’s proud of me….”  The counselor, puzzled, said, “Sounds like you have a great family life.  Why are you so stressed out?”  “I’m afraid they’re going to escape!!”  (  

Most teenagers do have a good life at home.  They do.  So try telling your parents, “Thank you” and “I appreciate you.”  You’ll be pleasantly surprised by their reaction.  

Third sure-fire strategy for changing your parents:

3) Try helpfulness.  Try helpfulness!  Now these aren’t real complicated, are they?  Question for teenagers:  what does your bedroom look like, right now?  If I were to go to your house…if the Pastor was going to come visit your house, open your bedroom door, what would your bedroom look like right now?  City dump?  (Please come over!) (  

One teenager looking at his parents’ wedding pictures asked his Dad, “Is this when Mom came to work for us?”  (  (  

Teenagers, let me give you a hint.  Your parents don’t exist to pick up after you.  As a part of the family, you need to help keep things neat and clean.  Here’s a practical assignment.  First, clean up your own room without being asked.  And then go to your Mom and ask if there’s anything else you can do to help her out around the house today.  Now, when you ask that, you might need to be prepared to administer CPR.  (  

These three suggestions, these three strategies will make your teenage years a lot more bearable.  And I promise you, you will be making an investment in respect that will pay big, big dividends in the future.  Take good care of your parents, teenagers.  They’re the only ones you’ll ever have.  

Now, even when we become adults, we are still bound by the 5th Commandment.  We are no longer obligated to obey our parents, but we are obligated to honor our parents.  This means that when you and your parents grow older, you are to treasure them, honor them.  As parents grow older, they often become dependant on their grown children.  If that’s the case for you, don’t see them as a burden; rather, see them as a blessing.  They cared for us when we were totally dependent upon them, didn’t they?  

Now, there are several ways that grown children may honor their parents.  

1) By communicating respect…simply communicating respect.  In the Old Testament economy, respect for one’s parents was considered so important that it was linked with the Sabbath, and thus was seen as essential for living.  Leviticus 19:3,

3 "'Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God. 








    (Leviticus 19:3)

So God links those two together.  And we know how essential both of them are.  They are really essential for living.  

The second way you can communicate honor to your parents, your adult parents, is… 

2) With provision.  If necessary, you provide for your parents’ material needs.  In Matthew, chapter 15, Jesus noted that the religious leaders of His day had exempted themselves from providing for their aged parents.  Whatever they had, they said, fell under the tradition of corban.  Corban was such that “Well, this is dedicated to God.  So, whatever could be useful to help you really is dedicated to God; therefore, I can’t help you,” and Jesus just slammed them for that in Matthew chapter 15.  

3 Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'   5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to 'honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"  


 









 (Matthew 15:3-9)

Any Christian who neglects his or her needy parent is guilty of breaking the 5th Commandment.

Paul writes in 1 Timothy chapter 5:8, he says, 

8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 



    (1 Timothy 5:8)

Now I can’t imagine anything worse than an unbeliever.  If you think back to the days when you were an unbeliever…would you rather be an unbeliever again or would you rather be a believer?  (Believer)  Yeah, being an unbeliever is a horrible state when you realize what it’s all about.  But to be worse than an unbeliever, that’s an indictment.  If you claim to be a Christian and you don’t look out for your family (family members—and more particularly your parents), you are worse than an unbeliever!

There’s a third way.  And this is…

3) Through consideration.  That’s just simply remembering your parents.  Take time to be with them, if that’s possible.  Include them.  Do them acts of kindness.  Call your mother.  Anybody ever hear that one?  Sometimes I forget, and my wife is just so marvelous to say,  “Call your mother.”  “Ohhh, thank you for reminding me.  Thank you for reminding me!” because sometimes I don’t honor my Mom that way—just to call her.  And I know she loves to hear from me.  

Here our modern culture’s sin is, I think, of scandalous proportions.  There are convalescent hospitals all over our land where there are elderly men and women who have prosperous surviving children, and those parents endure many, many lonely months, even years without a visit.  That’s a grievous, grievous violation of the 5th Commandment.    

4) Instruction is another way that we can show respect for our parents.  When we instruct our children, demonstrate to our children, as we honor our parents, they then will honor their grandparents.  Grandparents ought to be honored.  

And lastly,

5) Character—one brings honor to one’s parents by one’s character.  In Proverbs, chapter 23, notice:

24 The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.  25 May your father and mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice!             (Proverbs 23:24-25)

Upright children become a precious crown to an old gray head.  

Now, throughout history, all of the wicked civilizations that we have on record, they have one thing in common—they have all…all neglected the elderly.  Without exception!  They’ve all neglected the elderly.  

In the Roman Empire, as late as the year 60 A.D., they were still taking old people and drowning them in the Tiber River.  Eskimos, just in the last century, most recently, were still taking their elderly and putting them on ice flows, and letting the ice flows drift out to sea, and they would die out there of exposure.  There are many, many creative ways that these cultures have come up with disposing of elderly people.  

Some are advocating that today in our culture.  There’s a strong movement for that today in our culture amongst the educational elite.  It’s tragic.  It’s a scary thing.  When people reach the end stage, they’re worthless to society—that’s the theme.  To some, old people are seen as just an inconvenience or a drain on our resources.  To you and I, that ought to be absolutely abhorrent, absolutely abhorrent!  

One of the scariest things about our culture is that we have simply come to devalue life.  We’ve just come to devalue life…for the sake of convenience!  For the sake of convenience, we have killed over 40 million babies since the legalization of abortion in 1973.  Now, as I say that, this is always a difficult subject and a difficult issue…I don’t say that to heap any guilt on anybody in this room tonight who has had an abortion or participated in abortion.  I’m just stating a fact.  If truth be known, the vast, vast, vast, vast, vast majority of those procedures were done as a matter of convenience—because that baby was an inconvenience.  That’s the truth of the matter.  And if you’ve been through that experience, I’m here to tell you the good news.  There is grace and forgiveness even for that.  The untold truth is that many, many, many women suffer quietly as a result of having that abortion and many multiple abortions.  

There is this young girl that we have been trying to encourage and help has suffered three abortions—a High School girl—and now she’s infertile; she’ll never have children again.  Can you imagine the guilt and the anxiety that that young girl is going to face as she grows up and matures?  I mean this is a tragedy, an absolute tragedy!  

But this is what our culture is all about.  You see, the next logical step in this “disposable-life” mindset is to encourage euthanasia for the elderly.  And then the next step after that is mandatory elimination of those who no longer contribute to our society.  We just had an example of that down in Florida last month.  Not withstanding what anybody believes about that, the bottom line is here is a life that has value.  It’s wrong to just dispose of that life.  It’s just simply wrong.  The secular humanists, however, are telling us, and have told us, and continue to tell us and continue to educate our kids “that only the strong survive.”  

Any society that doesn’t take care and shelter and help the weak, is a society that is on its way to destruction.  That’s just a given fact.  

Medical science and technology are allowing people to live longer and longer these days; we know that.  Many in our 60’s and 70’s are still dealing with living parents.  Regardless of the age or the health of those parents, God’s Word says that we must always honor them and respect them.  

You say, “What if my parents didn’t treat me in ways that are honorable? How do you expect me to honor them if they…?”  Maybe you’ve been the victim of some kind of abuse—maybe verbal abuse, physical abuse, and tragically, even maybe sexual abuse on the part of your parents.  Maybe you’re angry with your parents because they divorced or they abandoned you.  They failed to love you.  Maybe they were too strict or never hugged you or never said that they loved you.  Maybe they died in an untimely manner.  

Even though you’re an adult, the result of those things may be that you find yourself harboring resentment and bitterness toward them and the very thought of trying to honor them is just…you don’t have a category for it.  How can you honor them then?  How can you do that? The Commandment says honor them, doesn’t it?  No qualifications.  Honor your mother and your father.  

So with that kind of background, how do you honor somebody who didn’t treat you in an honorable manner?  Does the Bible give us a solution for that?  What’s the solution?  Forgive them.  Forgive them!  Forgive them!!  

“Uhhhhhhh!!!!  It’s easy for you to say!!”  

Forgive them.  That’s what God says. 

Paul writes in Colossians, chapter 3, 

13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.





 




            (Colossians 3:13a)

Without qualification, 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you.         




           (Colossians 3:13b)

How many are glad that the Lord forgave you ALL of your sins?  Doesn’t hold any of them against you.  You say, “Yeah, but I’m not God!”  No, but you have God living in you.  You have God living in you to enable you to do everything He calls you to do.  This is not a matter of just a human trying to do the impossible.  This is a matter of a human filled with the power of God, the Spirit of God, doing the impossible.  

Forgiveness is the only way to be released from your past.  Forgiveness is the only way to heal your past.  If you don’t forgive, you’re going to live in that state of bitterness and resentment.  You will not live, if you even live a long life…you will not live a happy life.  You’ll not have a heritage to pass on to your children—except a heritage of bitterness and resentment.  Forgiveness is imperative.  

And forgiveness, by the way…there’s a secret to forgiving.  Forgiving is a process but you have to make the decision to forgive.  “I forgive.  I forgive you.”  What if your parents are dead?  “I forgive them.  I forgive them!”  Now, you’re so used to living with the same old feelings and emotions and reactions and things trigger them and you just tighten up and tighten your jaw against them, at those points you say, “No, I forgave them.  I forgave them.  I forgave them.”   And you bring all those thoughts captive to Christ.  “I forgave them.”  

And you begin to see that those strongholds of bitterness and resentment will become less strong in your life.  They will become extinct.  They will dissolve away!  You will be free!!

And lastly, hidden below the surface of the 5th Commandment is a principle for parents, and that is very simply this:  be honorable.  Be honorable parents.  Strive to be the kind of parents that your children could indeed honor.  

The very best thing that parents can give their children is who they are as an example of what’s true, right, noble, good, lovely…that’s the best thing you could ever give your kids.  You be an example of what’s true and noble and right and honest.  Be an example.  Our children are going to grow up, and they’re going to treat their children the way we treat them.  That’s the heritage we pass on to them.  That’s why honorable parents set a good example.  

1 Corinthians 11:1, Paul writes this, 

1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.    

         (1 Corinthians 11:1)

Follow my example.  If I’m not exemplifying Christ, don’t follow me, he says.  As I follow the example of Christ, follow my example.  Parents, we must realize that children are going to follow our example before they follow our teaching!  That’s the simple fact.  You can tell them all day long but they’re going to look at your life, and they’re going to follow your life.  They’re going to do what you do; they’re not going to do what you say.  They’re going to do what you do.              

So we see that the 5th Commandment is intended to bring life.  God intends His Law to bring life we’re told in Romans chapter 7—life to children, life to families, life to the church, and indeed, life to society.  We’re to be salt and life…we’re to make a difference.  And today, as the family is under such attack from the academic community, from the political community, from pop culture, there can scarcely be a more relevant life and death call than this Commandment.  It will not go well with us if we neglect this Word of God,

12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” 







     (Exodus 20:12)

Amen.  (Amen.)

Father, we do thank You.  We thank You for Your grace and Your mercy.  We thank You for Your Word.  We thank You for our parents.  Lord, open our eyes to the ways in which we can honor them as You’ve commanded us to…indeed that our life would go well with us and we would live long in the land.  Father, we pray Your Will be done.  Strengthen us so that we can live out the realities of Your Word.  We pray and ask in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.  
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