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God is pro-life.  He designed it.  He gives it.  He sustains it, and He means for us to honor the whole concept of life; hence, the 6th Commandment,

13 "You shall not murder. 






(Exodus 20:13)

In our continuing study of these Commandments, this is where we are.  Open your Bibles to Exodus 20:13.  This is a difficult one to memorize.  It’s four words.  (  

I’d read this book a number of years ago, and I pulled a quote out of it.  It’s entitled Modern Times: from the Twenties to the Nineties.  I love history.  I love reading history and background because philosophies affect us.  They grow out of history, and history grows out of philosophy.  There’s this interchange of things.  It helps you understand how much more reasonable is your faith when you juxtapose it to different philosophies and you see how these philosophies affect culture.  

Anyway, this book is called Modern Times: from the Twenties to the Nineties.  Paul Johnson was the author.  He made this statement.  He says,

“The facts are in—the evidence is conclusive: the modern state….” 

Meaning governments today.

“…the modern state has proven itself the greatest killer of all time.  By 1990, state violence (through war, collectivist pogroms, revolutions, and ‘ethnic cleansings’) has been responsible for the unnatural deaths of more than 125 million people during this century….”

Meaning the 20th century.  He said,

“…—which is more than the state has succeeded in destroying in all of human history up to the year 1900.”

So, in effect, the whole 20th century was the bloodiest century in the history of mankind.  Astounding.  He goes on to say,

“Not surprisingly, violence has had its academic godfathers.”

In other words, intellectual people who promote philosophies that give a reason, give a rationale, enable people to go ahead and justify these kinds of things.  He identified a number of them, and I just want to draw out two examples.  One would be the philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre and the other, the American writer Norman Mailer.  No doubt you’ve heard those names somewhere along the line if you had college English and/or Philosophy courses.  You’ve no doubt studied these people.  

Sartre invented the verbal technique of identifying the existing order of things (structure, government, society)…the existing order of things as “”institutional violence,” thereby justifying murder to overthrow it.  Important thought…important understanding because that whole thought, that whole philosophy sets the base for terrific violence, as I’ll point out in a moment.  

He was the direct intellectual father of most of the terrorist movements that began during and after the 1960’s, especially those with a French language connection in Africa and Southeast Asia—most notably in Cambodia.  No doubt most all of you have heard of and remember the “Killing Fields” of Cambodia.  That was a movie dedicated to that.  

The “killing fields” of Cambodia, which orchestrated the deaths of up to 1/3 of the population of that country, were organized—now, you have to understand the magnitude—they were organized by eight French-speaking, middle-class Cambodian intellectuals who had all studied in France in the 1950’s where they had been schooled in Sartre’s doctrine of “necessary violence”—because they went to school there in Paris, they studied the philosophy of Sartre, they went back to Cambodia and fomented (Editor’s note: means “to promote the growth of or incite) the destruction of millions upon millions of Cambodian citizens.  It’s what we believe.

The American writer, Norman Mailer, just before the ‘60’s, published a thesis entitled, The White Negro, which became his most influential piece of writing.  It was a brilliantly written attempt to legitimize personal, individual violence.  He referenced in that thesis a real murder in which two young men beat to death a candy shop owner, and then he argued that their actions were actually a beneficial act of violence.  

Now, to you and I, that’s absolutely ludicrous.  These are the kinds of things that not only were taught in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, they’re being taught, and more extreme things are being taught, today in our schools.  People are eschewing all manner of that which is reasonable and rational and based on a Christian ethic.  

He said, “One murders not only a weak, 50 year old man, but an institution as well.”  That candy shop owner represented an institution.  It represented the “establishment.”  The establishment needs to be destroyed and murdered.  “One violates private property, one enters into a new relationship with the police (rebellion) and introduces a dangerous element into one’s life.”  

The logic of Mailer’s thesis was summarized by Mr. Johnson in his book, “Since rage, when turned inward was a danger to creativity, was not violence, when used, externalized and vented, itself creative?”  In other words, we’re going to create a whole new order of things by the overthrow of that which we know is stable and good.

Mailer’s reasoning, morally gruesome and depraved as it is, was just what the counterculture was looking for because it gave intellectual respectability to acts that had previously been considered beyond the range of civilized behavior.  

These are only two examples of the kinds of things that are being promulgated in our educational system today.  The 20th, and now the 21st century, have become very good centuries for murder.  That’s the simple, bottom-line reality.  

The future for murder in America is excellent.  All the leading indicators are up.  I’m not being pessimistic; I’m just telling you, “This is the truth.”  Homicide is at an all-new high in our country.  Suicide is up too, especially among teenagers.  Today, suicide rates among teenagers have tripled since 1960!  Tripled!! More children are dying at the hands of abusive parents today than ever.  And as you know, feticide is a booming business since 1973.  We have become a murderous, murderous culture. 

We’re appalled.  You and I sit, we read these, we have visibility of these kinds of statistics, these trends…and we’re appalled!  Nearly everyone would decry violence.  No previous age has equaled our horror of killing but then again, no previous age has ever killed so much as our age.  

As a people, we have become richer.  We’ve become better informed, more educated, but that doesn’t insulate us from the specter of homicide and murder and suicide at every level.  

Where are we to turn?  Where does our culture turn?  We look.  We ask questions.  All of our social scientists, our authorities, our governments trying every possible way.  “We need more policemen.”  “We need to throw more money at the problems.”  May I suggest to you that that is not the answer.  

As Christians, we know that the solution is found in this book, the Word of God.  It’s very simple.  Our culture is moving further and further and further away from a Judeo-Christian ethic—just an ethic!  You don’t have to be a believer but you live in a culture, you live in a society where there was some sense of order and structure that people recognized, agreed with.  They may not have agreed with the underlying philosophy, but it brought about a significant measure of order in our society.  True?  You see it breaking down at every level.  

We look to God’s Word and the healing light of the 6th Commandment.  God meant for the 6th Commandment to bring life.  It’s not just merely a prohibition.  It’s not a negative statement.  It is meant to bring life!!  He says, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER!”  That’s a positive statement!  How many know that?  Because it’s what?  Because it’s PRO-LIFE!!  It’s meant to bring and sustain and encourage life.  

The 6th Commandment in Hebrew consists of only two words.  If you could read the Hebrew text, it only consists of two words, and it gives a very, very blunt imperative—and that imperative is “NO KILLING!”  Those are the two words, “No Killing!”  But we need to understand what the writer means.  The idea is that there is a prohibition there against the violent elimination of a personal enemy.  The Hebrew word for “kill” is rotsock, and it literally means “to murder.”  

Now some people believe that this commandment, because it says “no killing,” this commandment forbids killing of any kind.  They believe that it’s wrong to kill a bug.  They believe that it’s wrong to kill a fish.  They believe it’s wrong to kill a deer or an enemy soldier.  May I suggest to you that hunting and fishing are excluded from this law.  May I suggest to you that taking an antibiotic to kill bacteria is excluded from this law.  

God said in Genesis 9:3,

3 Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.        


      (Genesis 9:3a)

Remember when He told that to Noah?  You see, the environment had changed.  Man could live on vegetables, basically, but now the whole environment had changed post-flood.  Now there needed to be, apparently, a new source of nutrition and more particularly, protein—hence, God said, “All right, I’m going to give you everything to eat now, not just the green plants—everything.”

Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.    
                  (Genesis 9:3b)

Obviously God was allowing the killing of animals for food.  Now while the Bible does not prohibit the killing of animals for food, I think all of us would agree that it’s wrong to indiscriminately kill animals just for the thrill of the hunt.  

But that leads us to another category.  What about capital punishment?  There’s a lot of debate about capital punishment even amongst Christians.  

The Old Testament law, God’s law, lists 18 crimes that are liable to the death penalty.  Amongst those crimes are murder, child sacrifice, incest, adultery, and witchcraft.  You see, under the Old Testament economy of things, capital punishment was an accepted means, indeed God-given means, of law enforcement.  

We saw last week, with respect to disobedient, rebellious children, they were to be, if they were unrepentant, if they didn’t turnaround—they were to be taken outside the city gates and what?  Stoned.  Disobedience to parents was a capital offense!!  The whole point being that God wanted His nation to be as pure as they possible could be.  You remove the “rotten apple,” if you will, because He didn’t want it to infect the rest of the nation.  

Capital punishment was commended by God long before Moses—long before God gave the law to Moses in the 6th Commandment.  Remember He said to Adam in Genesis 2:17, “the day you eat of the fruit from the tree I told you not to eat from is the day you…” what?  Die!  

17 “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."    







      (Genesis 2:17)

God pronounced death for rebellion.  Later on to Noah, after the flood, He says to Noah in Genesis 9:6,

"Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 








        (Genesis 9:6)

Now later on, as we shall see in the Mosaic Law, the legislation confirmed and refined the application of that penalty by distinguishing between accidental and pre-meditated killings and by providing cities of refuge for those who accidentally killed a neighbor. You can read about those in the book of Deuteronomy chapter 19.

When you get to the New Testament…it’s interesting that we have no record whatsoever in the New Testament that Jesus set aside the death penalty, none whatsoever—though he did intervene on behalf of a woman who deserved to be stoned, didn’t He?  

Now, in light of this, we have to conclude that capital punishment ought to be viewed as an option of human government.  The 6th Commandment does not forbid it.

In addition to capital punishment, human government has been vested by God with the right and the responsibility to use appropriate force, which may at times involve killing to uphold its laws.  Turn to Romans chapter 13 with me.  Paul talks here, in Romans 13:1-5, that God has given government/authorities the right to use the “sword.”  Just read with me verse 1,

1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities (Why?), for there is no authority except that which God has established.  





    (Romans 13:1a)

Now, you and I may disagree with the governing authorities, and we may disagree violently.  We may say, “How in the world would God ever put that person in that position?”  Well remember, in the first century the early church was living under the reign of Caesars who were violently antagonistic to the church.  Paul says it here, “Submit.”   Peter, remember we studied 1Peter, about submitting to a terrible ruler, Nero?  “Submit.”  

Now, how could you possible do that?  “Well, I don’t agree with that!  I’m going to throw off the yolk.  I’m gonna….  They’re not godly leaders.  I’m not going to obey them, and I’m not going to submit!”  You’re wrong.  You’re out of order.  It’s plain.  Because when you submit, you’re trusting God; you’re submitting to God because God put that leader there.  Our job is to what?  Pray for them, huh?!  Pray for them!!  It’s easy to criticize, isn’t it?  Very few pray.  “God, we pray for our leaders—even the most ungodly of them.  We pray for them.  We ask You to turn their hearts.”  Proverbs talks about the heart of the king is like channels of water in the hands of the Lord, He turns it whichever way He wishes. 

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 









     (Proverbs 21:1)

“God, turn the heart of our leaders!” 

So he says, 

…there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God. 




            

    (Romans 13:1b)



God put them there.  God is smarter than we are, isn’t He?  And I know we have a tendency to always question God’s judgment.  We always say, “Why?!!  Why’d You do this?!!  I don’t understand this—therefore, I’m going to opt out!”  You can’t do that.  Verse 2,

2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant (Notice this, verse 4…For he is God’s servant) to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 
            

(Romans 13:1b-5)

The point is that the “sword” refers to the government’s power over life and death.  The “sword” in Biblical times was never used to spank anybody.  It was used to execute; hence, the reality of capital punishment—exempt from the 6th Commandment.

There’s another exemption I think—self-defense.  If someone broke into your house, threatened you, threatened your family, would you violate the 6th Commandment if you were defending yourself or defending your family?  You should kill that person.  Would you be violating the 6th Commandment?  Exodus 22:2 seems to say that the taking of human life is sometimes justifiable for self-defense.

2 "If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed; 








       (Exodus 22:2)

There’s a principle there to apply.  

There’s another exception—what about war?  Had a conversation with somebody last night after the service about war.  There’s no doubt that war is terrible—no doubt whatsoever that war is degenerating.  Killing as part of a national war is not prohibited by the 6th Commandment.  In fact, Jesus acknowledges that there will be wars, and there will be rumors of wars.

6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.    




     (Matthew 24:6)

This is just an unfortunate reality of man’s sinfulness. War…and yet war is sometimes valid for Christians though there are few “just” wars, some are justifiable.  I think we’re living in a time right now where there’s a lot of debate about whether or not what’s going on in Iraq is justifiable or if it’s just.  There’s a great book if you want to do a study on this, let me give you this book.  It’s called, War: Four Christian Views; the editor is Clause.  He gathers up these different views and different perspectives, puts them in the same book.  A great read.

And he says in that book that the “just war” is, in a word, defensive…defensive!  It includes at least seven distinctions:


1) there should be a just cause


2)  a just intention


3) it should be a last resort


4) there should be a formal declaration


5) limited objectives


6)  proportionate means


7) noncombatant immunity

Which gives us a framework—civilized people function best within a framework, would you agree?  So it gives us a framework.  As tragic as it may be, there are times when a nation and a people must gather together in war.  And inevitably, invariably, lives are lost in war.  There’s no way around it.  You say, “Well, could I be a conscientious objector?”  If your conscience dictates to you, yes.  But on the other hand, if as a Christian you believe that there is just cause, neither of you can condemn the other person.  You both have a rationale.  One for objecting; one for engaging.  Does that make sense to you?  I think we need to allow that kind of latitude.  But the bottom-line is that war does not violate and the killing in war does not violate the 6th Commandment.

Now, if we just stop there, having noted merely the instances in which the 6th Commandment allows the taking of life, we’d miss the thrust of the 6th Commandment.  And again, as I told you initially, the thrust of the 6th Commandment is simply the preciousness of human life!  Important!  God is pro-life!  

The original Genesis call for capital punishment alludes to this—that man is made in the image of God.  Again, if you look back at Genesis 9:6, 

"Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 








        (Genesis 9:6)

Man is uniquely special in all God’s creation.  And to kill a man, to murder a man is heinous in God’s eyes.  

Now, you can explore all of God’s creation….  Anybody here like to do diving…you know, you dive under the ocean and see the reefs and the fish and all that sort of thing?  Two of you?  Oh, more.  Ok.  (  I mean, we can explore God’s marvelous creation.  You can dive under the ocean.  You can just look at all the wonders under the sea.  You can go hiking out in the desert.  There are people who love to hike in the desert.  Now I don’t understand that… ( but I marvel at God’s variety in creation—that He would create people who just love to do that!   And they just are fascinated by all the stuff that they see in the desert.  And then you have the mountains—you can go into the mountains, and you see the wonders of the mountains and the views and the vistas and the majesty of the forests and all that sort of thing.  And you can study the heavens and all the wonders of the heavens.  

But in all those wonders, you do not see His chief work!    As jaw dropping as is His creation, there’s one aspect to His creation that you do not see.  What is that?  What is the crowning jewel on God’s creation?  Man.  Man!  Just consider a newborn baby…consider a newborn baby—eyes wide open, mouth wide open, arms stretched out for life…the very apex of God’s creation!  This baby also is an amazing physical wonder, isn’t it?  

When my son was born, I held him in my arms.  I just will never forget this.  Every parent does this.  You go, “Whoooooooooa!!!!  This is cool!!”  And I still hold him in my arms.  (  And I say, “This is cool!”  

The brain…the brain of that baby—an amazing organ.  You can liken it to a computer.  We live in this computerized-age, and we have these incredible microchips and computers and stuff that seem to be able to do lots of things.  But the brain—amazing!  It records virtually everything that it experiences.  

Our eyes…the eyes of that child, the eyes of that baby—incredible!!  The eyes pass on incredible amounts of data—first through the cornea, then through the focusing lens where the image strikes to the retina, stimulating 125 million nerve-endings simultaneously, and then funneling down the optic nerve which contains one million separate, insulated fibers.  They’re all insulated from each other! A million of them!  And when the information reaches the brain through that marvelous, complex system, another equally complex process goes on in the brain.  And it all takes place in a millisecond!!  Just mind-blowing!

Psalm 139:14, the psalmist praises God and acknowledges that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 








     (Psalm 139:14)

When I was in college and studied physiology and anatomy and biochemistry, I was just mind-blown by all of the complex systems built in to these bodies.  The order just had you in absolute awe!

But you see, far beyond the wonder of our physical make-up, far beyond the wonder of the physical make-up of that baby is the reality that that baby and you and I are made in the image of God!!  No other aspect of all of God’s creation is made in the image of God—not the animals, not even the angels.  Man has been endowed with that great quality!

Genesis 1:27, 

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness (Wow!!), and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

 (Genesis 1:26-27)

That baby not only has an amazing body, that baby has an eternal soul!  That newborn child has, despite its sin nature, a delicate moral sensibility and mind-boggling possibilities of achievement.  Every parent holds that child, and they say, “Whoa.  My gosh!  Where is this child going to go?  What are we going to do?  We need to do everything we can to give this child every opportunity to flesh out all the possibilities that God has built in to this child’s life.”  

Man is without a doubt the apex of God’s creation.  No angel can rival man because no angel is made in the image of God.  

Thus, murder is, in the most intense sense of the word, a sacrilege.  It’s a sacrilege!  It is not only a crime against mankind, it is a crime against God in whose image men and women are made.  

John Calvin gave the positive implications of the 6th Commandment for human relationships (the great reformer)—he said, “This Commandment rests upon a two-fold basis.  Man is both the image of God and our flesh.  Now if we do not wish to violate the image of God, we ought to hold our neighbors sacred.  And if we do not wish to renounce all humanity, we ought to cherish him as our flesh.”  Two reasons…two reasons to not murder.  Two reasons to cherish, hold dear, others.  

That’s the ethic!  There’s the ethic, if you will.  This is exactly what Jesus said when He taught that the 2nd tablet of the Laws we’re beginning to study now (beginning with the 5th Commandment, the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th) –when Jesus taught that we must love our neighbor as ourselves.  

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 


   (Matthew 22:39)

That’s a summary of the whole second tablet of the Law.  The first one was, Love God with your whole heart.

37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'   38 This is the first and greatest commandment.    
         (Matthew 22:37-39)

The second one was, Love your neighbor as yourself.

You and I are under divine obligation to cherish our neighbor’s life as much as we cherish our own flesh.  Hence the sacredness of life is at the very root of the Christian ethic.  That’s why homicide is prohibited.  Intentional murder is what the Hebrew word “rotsock” forbids—intentional murder.  This refers to one individual taking the life of another because of personal hostility, indifference, jealousy, selfishness or other motivation.  

We see the first instance of murder occurring in the Bible when?  Chapter 4 of the book of Genesis!  Right after creation, right after the fall of man—the first two descendants of Adam and Eve: Cain and Abel.  Cain murders his brother Abel.  The moment he took Abel’s life, he knew he had done something wrong.  You say, “How do you know that?”  Simply, because when God confronted him, he didn’t want to answer.  He knew he was wrong.  When we do something wrong.  We don’t want to be accountable.  We hide.  We divert.  He knew he was wrong.  

Later on in Exodus we saw Moses murder an Egyptian.  When no doubt a lesser punishment would have been appropriate for that Egyptian.  He didn’t have to murder him.  And there were terrific consequences to Moses’ life as a result.  

King David arranged for the death of Uriah the Hittite.  The motivation was, he was driven by what?  Lust.  He was just as guilty though he did not drive the spear into Uriah’s heart.  He was just as guilty as if he had done it himself.  He ordered, he arranged it.  

Murder…America leads the civilized world in violence and murder.  Someone is murdered in America every 8 minutes!  And that was just the most recent statistic I could dig up.  I suggest to you that it is probably even more often than that.   

Jesus says that the motivation for murder comes from a sinful heart. Not from my Twinkies, not because I didn’t have enough sleep.  The motivation for murder comes from a sinful heart.  Mark 7:21, for from within, out of men’s hearts, come all manner of evil things, and amongst those He includes murder.  

21 For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.   (Mark 7:21-22)

Homicide is prohibited.  Suicide is prohibited.  It is self-homicide.  Not only that, it’s violence against the image of God and violence emotionally to survivors of that event.  There are people who in fact present suicide as an option.  And when they present suicide as an option, they’re guilty, I think, of great sin because some depressed people will seize upon that suggestion and they will act it out.  

There are people, I’m sure, here tonight, in a group this size, who have at some point considered that as a live option.  In fact, you may be tonight considering that.  It may be that in your life right now there’s an event closed in on you, you’re feeling hopeless, you don’t see any way out except, in your mind logically, to end it all.  I beg of you, if you are suffering that temptation, if you’re thinking about it, don’t do it.  Tonight, there are people here who will help you, people here who will gather with you, people here who will offer you hope.  Do NOT succumb to that temptation, please.

People often wonder whether a person who commits suicide goes to heaven.   It’s always a question.  It all depends.  Depends of what?  Were they truly saved?  Which leads to another logical question.  What’s that?  Do Christians commit suicide?  Some do—on rare occasions.  As tragic as that is, people who have been born again into a living hope, people who believe that God will work all things together for their good, people who are presumably well taught, on rare occasions, will do it.  Do they go to heaven?  Do they go to heaven, do you think—Christians who kill themselves?  Yes.  Yes!  You see, there’s only one unforgivable sin, and it’s not the sin of suicide.  

The only unforgivable sin Jesus identifies is what?  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  What’s that all about?  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is essentially final and complete unbelief.  In Mark’s Gospel 3:28-29, Jesus says,

28 I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin."  












     (Mark 3:28-29)

To blaspheme essentially means “to speak against.”  This sin is committed when a person speaks against the Holy Spirit and against the work of the Holy Spirit—denying the Holy Spirit in His work of conviction and regeneration.  So, if you resist the Holy Spirit, you deny the Holy Spirit, can you ever be saved?  No, you can’t because the Holy Spirit is the very agent of salvation.  He is the one that causes us to be born again.  That’s why Jesus says, if you’re born again, you’re born of the Spirit. You see?

3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  5 … "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 












      (John 3:3, 5-6)

It’s a final, ultimate, “NO!”  It’s a hardening of your heart to the Holy Spirit.  

Now in contrast, many of us come from a Catholic background, and we’re aware that the Catholic Church teaches that suicide is a mortal sin for which there is no forgiveness.  Therefore, if you kill yourself, you go where?  You go to Hell.  You don’t go to purgatory.  You go to Hell.  It’s a mortal sin.  A venial sin, you go to purgatory.  Ok?  I remember.  (  I used to pray for purgatory!  

However, I respectfully disagree with their position.  The Bible clearly teaches that when a person is born again, when a person becomes a Christian, Jesus forgives every sin that person has ever committed and forgives every sin that person ever will commit.  That’s the essence of the Good News.  A Christian is under the cleansing blood of the Lord Jesus Christ—that blood that was shed on the cross, that blood that was poured out, a life given.  Life is in the blood.    He gave His life so that you and I might have life!  When He did that, He removed the penalty of sin because He Himself took that penalty for us.  

So, a Christian, even who commits suicide, will go to heaven if they’re truly born again.  

However, I must add that any Christian who does that gives up untold opportunities to live for Christ, untold opportunities to be His witness and to glorify Him.  What a tragedy that is!  Not to mention he loses the potential of spiritual growth and heavenly rewards.

In America, suicide constitutes the second most common way that teenagers die.  Every 21 minutes in America a teenager commits suicide…every 21 minutes!!  Sometimes teenagers think that the best way to end their pain is to “end it all.”  All of us have heard teenagers, and when we were teenagers, no doubt we said something akin to this, “You just don’t understand my pain, my frustration!”  A lot of teenagers don’t even voice these things, and they come to a conclusion the only way to end their pain is to end it all!    The terrible fallacy of this idea is that suicide doesn’t end it all!  The only thing that a suicide ends is the beating of a heart.  There is always something after death.  Suicide does not end it for the victim neither does it end it for the family members and the friends who are left to grieve in an especially painful way.  

Some of you here have experienced people who have killed themselves.  In the aftermath of that, the questions, the grief, the pain, the loss—it’s difficult.  You’re inconsolable.  

A person who would do that would be violating God’s wonderful plan for their life.  God has a terrific plan for your life!!  Yeah, life does get tough, and it gets tough for all of us.  But God does love you.  He loves you, and He has promised that He’ll provide for you in every way.  He’s promised that He will work all things for your good just if you would trust Him.  He’s even promised a way to go in the face of the temptation—whatever temptation.  All of us know 1 Corinthians 10:13,

3 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.(And the idea of “seized you” is it’s got a hold of you—except what is common.) And God is faithful (in the face of that); he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear (Sometimes I can’t bear it!). But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.    (1 Corinthians 10:13)

You have hope!!  That’s where the church needs to come to the rescue.  This is why fellowship is so critical.  This is why we’re called a “body,” that we all work together.  We all work in concert.  We fit together because there are people who are at extreme situations in their life, and they need encouragement.  They need to be loved.  They need some measure of hope.  

Homicide, suicide, infanticide….Infanticide is murder…the killing of infants.  This would include the newborn infant as well as the pre-born infant.  Now as I talk about this, again, I know that there are people in this room, women/men—some who have participated in abortion actively.  I don’t make these remarks to be condemning.  I don’t mean for you to feel condemned but this is what we’re dealing with.  We have to address it.  

I sincerely believe that abortion is America’s worst violation of the 6th Commandment.  How has our culture become so paganized?  We are the richest, most well informed…the land of the free and the home of the brave.  How have we come and sunk to this point where we’ve become so paganized that we sanction the sacrifice of infants while they are still in the womb of their mothers?!  I know this is difficult to hear because it is a difficult subject but it needs to be addressed.  

Ancient cultures sacrificed their children to their pagan gods.  You read about it in Ancient Near Eastern history textbooks and as we study Ancient Near Eastern history.  In other words, there were a number of ways in which they did that. One particular one was the god, Baal.  It was fashioned in the form of a metal oven with a large opening on the front and an ugly face.  The opening was stoked up to a white hot fire, and there were long arms extended upon which people would bring their children and lay them live on those arms.  They would roll those children down into the coals, and those children would be sacrificed to Baal.  Pagan!!  You and I…we recoil at the very thought of that pagan worship!  

And yet, we sacrifice children to the god of convenience.  We’re not going to wait for the babies to be born.  We go inside to the mother’s womb, and we kill them in the womb.  

Remember, I said that every 8 minutes there’s a murder?  Every 21 minutes there’s a teenage suicide?  But every 21 SECONDS a baby is killed.  The debate continues to rage about when “life” begins but no one can deny that abortion ends life.  It stops a beating heart.

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court issued this landmark decision:  “The states may not prohibit abortions at any time if the life or health of the mother is at stake.”  And since that ruling, lower courts have interpreted the phrase “health of the mother” to mean not only physical health but also emotional, mental or even economic health.  

This means that if a pregnant woman claims that her unborn child will cause her stress, cause her economic hardship, she is legally entitled to an abortion.  President Bush signed a law in the year 2003 prohibiting late-term abortions.  That law is currently being challenged in the court system.  It will end up in the Supreme Court. 

The facts on late-term abortions are staggering.  Before the moratorium on those late-term abortions, just in the state of New York alone, in the year 1996, there were 4000 late-term, third trimester abortions!  If there had been an earthquake, if there had been a hurricane, if there had been a tornado, if there had been some other natural disaster in which 4000 people died, do you think that that might make the national media for months?!  And yet abortion is the “silent disaster” that is so easy to ignore.  You don’t hear about it.  

We are horrified by the millions of Jews who were put to death in the Holocaust of World War II.  And yet in the past three decades in our own country, in America, we have conducted our own silent Holocaust by murdering millions of innocent lives! 

Some claim that abortion should be allowed in the case of rape and incest.  As tragic as those events are, I am convinced we must carefully consider the consequences of that position.  For example, consider the story of Gospel singer, Ethel Waters.  Conceived as the result of rape, we can all thank God that her life was not aborted.  She has been an inspiration to millions as she sang, “His Eye is on the Sparrow.”  She’s been an inspiration to millions as she would sing, “God Don’t Make No Junk.”  

Incest—unspeakably wicked!  But did you know that Jesus had in His genealogy a woman—Ruth the Moabitess?  Ruth was born of a family in which incest occurred.  If you go back to Genesis 19:37, you recall Lot had an incestuous relationship with his older daughter and his younger daughter. Both of them gave birth to sons.  The older daughter named her son, Moab.

36 So both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. 37 The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. 38 The younger daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today. 










           (Genesis 19:36-38)

Interesting.  If Ruth wasn’t in the line, if there wasn’t a Moab, we wouldn’t have a Jesus.  Amazing how God redeems even the worst of our situations.  There’s always, always hope.  

As terrible as rape and incest are, as despicable and as vile as they are, I contend that we must allow God to determine the outcome of those tragedies.  He is sovereign.  He is the one who knows the person even in the womb!  Do you recall He said to Jeremiah in 1:5, 

5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 




      (Jeremiah 1:5)

If a child is conceived as a result of those two tragic events, God knew that child before they were even formed in the womb.  He called them forth.  He has a purpose for them.  As difficult as this is for us to engage, to hear, to conceive of, we must bow to the sovereignty of God. 

Our culture is killing us…simply.  What to do?  Well, certainly we ought to mourn this misery.  But not only that, we must pray.  We must pray…pray for revival—more particularly, pray for revival of the heart.  

While homicide, suicide, and infanticide are examples of what may be called intentional murder, the 6th Commandment may also be violated by something that we can call invisible murder.  In this case, there’s no weapon involved.  There’s no funeral.  There’s no body.  Instead, it consists of the kind of attitude directed toward a person that wishes that that person were dead.  We already saw Mark 7:21 when Jesus says that it’s out of the heart comes murder.  It starts with attitudes…murderous attitudes.  

21 For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.   (Mark 7:21-22)

In 1 John 3:15, John writes

15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer,

        


      (1 John 3:15a)

You just hate him.  You’re a murderer!  

…and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 


      (1 John 3:15b)

You cannot profess to be a Christian…I mean, you can profess it but you can’t claim it if you hate somebody!  You don’t have the love of God in you.  You do not love God!

Matthew chapter 5, turn to Matthew chapter 5 with me, verse 21.  Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, ‘

21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' (Very clear.  It’s a capital offense.)  22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.                   (Matthew 5:21-22a)

You’re just angry.  That’s why Paul will say over in Ephesians, “Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.”  

26 "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 





         (Ephesians 4:26-27)

Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell. 



   (Matthew 5:22b)

Jesus is pointing out that while we may not actually be guilty of a physical murder, it’s possible to have committed the murder by “anger-cide.”  To call someone the Aramaic word, “Raca,” was literally to call that person an “empty-head.”  It was a term of absolute contempt.  You reduced that person, in effect, to a nothing.  Raca meant “You’re nothing!  You don’t count!  You’re a zero!!  You don’t even exist.”   You’re destroying that person.  

The term “fool” comes from the Greek word moros, from which we derive the term “moron.”  Its real meaning has nothing to do with IQ but rather with one’s moral condition.  It was applied to those who denied God’s existence and as a result they fell further into evil.  Psalm 14:1 bears this idea,

The fool says in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good. 







        (Psalm 14:1)

But both terms, Raca and fool, were terms of angry contempt that Jesus condemned.  Jesus is saying that we mustn’t think we are safe just because we haven’t shed blood.  We are guilty enough to receive punishment if we harbor anger and contempt in our heart—just as guilty as if you’d actually killed that person.  

And I don’t think the impact of this has affected us as it ought to.  We have just…Christians being angry and contemptible and holding one another in contempt and…across the board, we think it’s no big deal.  When in reality, all it says is you cannot call yourself a Christian if you hold these attitudes.  I don’t care what you profess.  You cannot because that’s what the word of God says!  The love of God is not in you!  

He says, “You may think that you’re removed from murder morally, but you’re wrong.”  Have you ever been so mad at somebody…so mad that if you had had a club, or a knife, or a gun or something in your hand you’d have used it on that person?  Just even your own fist?  So mad, held them in such contempt…that’s what we’re talking about.  You see, our hearts have known murder.  There is probably not one of us that’s exempt.  Our hearts have known murder!  We cannot escape the truth that we are all murderers.  We have all murdered others in our minds, we’ve murdered them in our hearts, we’ve treasured thoughts about others that are as foul as a literal murder.  

While this may be difficult to receive, it’s meant to drive us to grace.  It’s meant to drive us to grace!  This is why the Commandment was meant to bring life. There is not a single one of us that measures up perfectly, isn’t that true?  We’re all lawbreakers.  We’re all secret murderers.  But by God’s grace we can be forgiven (somebody say, “Hallelujah!”) by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  This is the wonder of being a Christian.  I have the power of the living God resident in my life!  And by that power I can now begin to live out the 6th Commandment in all of its depth—guarding my heart, for it’s the wellspring of life.  

Beloved, you and I need to be Christians who truly love God and truly love our neighbors—truly love God, truly love our neighbors.  People need to know that we do care about them.  People need to know that we cherish them.  People need to know that we are truly committed to their best interests.  Paul talks about this in Romans chapter 12.  Just look there quickly with me at the end of the chapter.  Verse 17 he says,

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary (here’s our part): 

"If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head." (In other words, kill him with kindness.) 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 



          (Romans 12:17-21)

These are things that characterize, in greater and greater and greater degree, a genuine Christian as that Christian continues to grow in the grace and the knowledge of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s just that simple.  Be willing to forgive others quickly.  Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.  Don’t let your heart be full of bitterness and resentment.  Paul writes, remember, in Colossians 3:13, he says that we should, 

13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 






 (Colossians 3:13)

How many have been forgiven by God?  How many have been forgiven for every sin you have ever and will ever commit?  We’re to forgive others just like He’s forgiven us.  

Obeying the 6th Commandment means more than just refraining from murder.  Beloved, to honor God we must make sure that our hearts stay clean.  We must make sure that they stay pure from the evil thoughts, attitudes, things that lead to murder.  Anger-cide…anger-cide!

It’s not enough that we’re not guilty of physically killing somebody, it’s in our heart.  When you’re born again, full of the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, you will not do those things.  

You shall not murder!  God is PRO-LIFE!!  Amen!

Lord, thank You.  Thank You again for Your Word to us.  Thank You for Your truth.  Thank You that You are pro-life.  Lord, so much of our fallen human nature is anti-life, de-cries what we say, flies in the face of it, but Lord, You are writing us, transforming us, making us like You again.  Help us, O God, to be people who honor You in every aspect of our life and more particularly in respect to this Commandment, cause us to be people who are pro-life!  As we come to Your table, remembering You and Your sacrifice for us that we indeed might have life, Lord, bring to our minds, to our understanding anything, any wrong attitude, any unforgiveness that may be in our hearts.  Grant us the grace to repent, the willingness, Lord, that we can be free, that You would be glorified.  Thank You, Father.  We love You tonight, and we thank You for Jesus and the great gift of salvation that He has purchased for us.  We do pray in His Name, Amen.
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