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Exodus chapter 20 and we’re looking at verse 15, the 8th Commandment. The Hebrew language just simply says, “No stealing.”  It’s just a simple, flat statement, “No stealing!”  “Don’t steal!”  So that’s the title of the message this weekend, “Don’t Steal.”  

If you can imagine this scenario in your mind for a moment, it’s in the Children’s Sunday School class, the Children’s Church class—preschoolers.  It’s story time, and the “story lady” puts on her hand puppet, and the hand puppet is named “Lady.”  All the kids are familiar with Lady.  She proceeds to tell the children the story of Lady’s visit to the family doctor for a check-up.  While in the doctor’s office, Lady spied a big red pencil just like the one she always wanted.  As the story lady continued to dramatize the situation and spoke of Lady’s fixation on that wondrous red pencil, the entire group of preschoolers assumed an unnatural quiet, especially as she described Lady’s inching closer and closer to the red pencil while the doctor’s back was turned—and then reaching out and touching it, and finally grasping the pencil which she then quickly hid under her dress.  But the doctor had seen the theft, and in a deep voice said, “You must not take what does not belong to you.”  

Every child in that class sat motionless.  Their sweet little hearts were with Lady in her every larcenous move because in their own brief time on earth, they, too, had experienced the same little larcenies.  

Beloved, covetousness and thievery are endemic to the human race.  They are simply endemic to the human race.  Thievery is not only natural to the human condition, it rages through our culture.  

Most of us have been robbed at some time in our life—maybe had our house broken in to or car broken in to or car stolen or had some property stolen from us.  In addition, it’s also true that most of us have stolen at one time in our lives.  It’s not a thing to be proud of obviously.  It’s difficult to admit to.  It may have been just simply a piece of gum as a child.  It may have been a towel from a hotel—or maybe just simply a grape from the produce section of the supermarket as we walk by.  Most have stolen something in the past and have thought very simply, “Nobody will ever know.  I can get away with it.  No big deal.”  Wrong!!  Somebody always knows.  Who is the “somebody?”  God.  God always knows.  He always knows.  

Just like we said last week, if you recall last week, we talked on the 7th Commandment and it says, “You shall not have adultery.”  I used the illustration of God always seeing everything, and all the angels seeing everything, and, you know, you’re getting ready to have adultery with somebody or commit some sexual sin and God and all the angels are right there, right?!  A lady came in Friday night and told me that was the best example.  It helped her…it helped her repent.  She can’t hardly even think now of ever doing anything without God not watching.  He even sees our thieveries…our secret thieveries.  He knows.  

Whether we are a victim of stealing or we are the guilty party, we must learn some truths.  We’ve got to learn…what does the Bible have to say about this?  And we must confront this issue in our own lives—specifically and generally.  What does God’s Word have to say about this?  

First, I think it’s important to understand that people are not thieves because they steal.  They steal because they’re thieves.  You think that’s a harsh statement but the reality is in every human heart there is the potential for criminal depravity—we all possess the tendency to sin.  Again, I call your attention to Mark’s Gospel, 7:21.  Jesus points out very clearly, He says, 

21 For from within, out of men's hearts, come (all manner of depravity and one of those is…) evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery…. 


          (Mark 7:21)

So it starts in us.  It’s not that the devil comes and tempts you to do it.  No, it starts in us!  It’s our sin nature.  You see the heart of the human problem is, very simply, the problem of the human heart.  That’s our problem.  

You remember the riots in the early ‘90’s when LA was burning?  What kind of scenes did we see on TV?  I mean riotous looting…wild looting.  Destruction…wanton destruction of property.  People, literally joyously, carrying all manner of stolen property through broken windows of stores and such.  I mean it was a ghastly sight.  

I was in Hawaii visiting Ralph, and I had a wedding to do in Hawaii when the riots were going on here.  Even in Hawaii the televisions were blaring all these sights.  It was just unimaginable.  

Jesus said that every one of us has within our heart the potential for the same kind of behavior given the opportunity.  That kind of conduct is symptomatic of the human depravity that we all share.  None of us are above the potential of that!  This is the reality of it.  

God says, in Jeremiah 17:9, speaking of the heart, He says, 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.   

               (Jeremiah 17:9a)

There is nothing more deceitful than the human heart!  We use the expression, we say, “But you don’t know my heart.”  Ha!  I don’t want to know your heart!!  I can’t know your heart and neither can you!  Be careful when you use that expression as if to say, “Well, I’m doing something from pure motives.  You just don’t understand me.”  No, no, no, no, no!  The heart is deceitful above all things!!  That’s the truth!!  That’s God’s perspective on things.  You and I can’t ignore that and say, “Well, yeah, but not my heart!  You don’t know my heart.”  Your heart’s deceitful just like my heart!!  

No one can understand it.  

Who can understand it? 







(Jeremiah 17:9b)

There’s only one person who understands the heart.  Who’s that?  God!!  God is the only one that can ferret out and understand and discern motivations.  You ask a child why they did something wrong and they go, “I dunno,” and they fumble for an excuse.  They fumble for rationale.  We’re teaching them to lie.  We’re teaching them to rationalize when we ought to be teaching them, “Your heart is deceitful, and there is no excuse.”  It’s deceitful above all things!  Let none of us be fooled.  We have to face the stark reality that the heart is deceitful above all things.  It is beyond cure.  It’s beyond cure!  That’s why you have to be given a new heart…a new heart.  That’s what it means to be born again.  You’re given a new heart.  

Now, there are a number of reasons why people steal.  Let me suggest to you a couple.

1) People steal simply because they’re selfish and greedy.  They’re just simply selfish and greedy!  They just want more and more of whatever they can get…be it property, money, whatever.  They just want more!  They feel they have a right to it.  The sinful human heart says, in effect, “I’m going to take what I do not have.  It’s not right for somebody else to have so much so I am going to correct the imbalance!”  There’s a rationalization for you.  

Ephesians 4:28, Paul writes, 

28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, (What’s the alternative?  Work!  Work!!) but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 
   







   (Ephesians 4:28)

We don’t even work just to meet our needs.  We work so that we have a margin so that we can share with other people who have a need.  It’s a complete opposite of stealing.  It’s a complete opposite of self-centeredness and selfishness.  If I can put it this way:  

The antidote for theft is hard work!  Hard work!  

Now, as I’ve thought about this, there were only two legitimate ways that I know of that you can obtain goods or money—only two legitimate ways.  I don’t know of any other ways.  If you come up with another one, you let me know.  First one is work for it.  Second one is you can receive it as a gift.  So you either work or someone gifts you goods or money.  Those are the only two legitimate ways you can acquire those.  Any other way of obtaining possessions is outside the Will of God.  

When you think of robbery, most often we picture a hold-up at a bank or a store or a 7-11.  But stealing minor items from work or from your job, stealing minor items from a friend’s house violates the 8th Commandment.  You see, it’s not the amount stolen that makes a thief, it’s the act itself—it’s the act itself!  

Stealing violates a fundamental human right that God has granted to each human.  Stealing violates the right to have private property.  Inherent, implicit in the command, “Do not steal,” is the implication to the right to private property.  If I own something and you are bigger and stronger than I am, you’ve got to respect my rights and not steal it from me.  Basic human dignity is tied up in the right to private property.  

Charles Darwin, the father of the theory of evolution (many of you know that name), promoted the concept of the “survival of the fittest” where only the strong survive, and that philosophy is promulgated in all of our schools.  This is why they want to get your kids in preschool now.  Have you noticed on TV the commercials—preschool, preschool, preschool—because they want to get them earlier and earlier and earlier and earlier to train them into this godless mindset.  And they make it sound like it’s wonderful.  You know, “We’re going to train your kids for you.”  No, no, no, no!  You’re going to train your kids.  But they want to train them in this godless Darwinian model.  

In a culture where anarchy rules, the strongest are the ones who get all the goods.  Isn’t that true?  This is exactly where we’re headed.  You see this practiced in its earliest stage in the kindergarten playground where the strongest kids, the bullies, push around the youngest ones to get what they want.  It starts early.  It carries over into the elementary school level and then into the High School halls where again the bullies have learned to push their weight around.  This greedy principle graduates past the schools into the business world and rears its ugly head in what is often called “hostile takeovers.”  

You see, part of being civilized, part of living together is the understanding that, “I respect you and your property, and you respect me and my property.”  It’s a fundamental, elemental principle, truth, and right that God has granted to us.  

In the Old Testament, stealing was penalized very, very severely.  It was penalized, among other things, through stiff restitution.  

In Exodus 22, we’re told that if you stole a sheep or an ox and you disposed of it in one way or another…in other words, it couldn’t be recovered, then restitution was that you had to give back 4 sheep or 5 oxen for the one that you stole.

1 "If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep. 

2 "If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed; 3 but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of bloodshed.

"A thief must certainly make restitution, but if he has nothing, he must be sold to pay for his theft. 

4 "If the stolen animal is found alive in his possession — whether ox or donkey or sheep — he must pay back double. 







   (Exodus 22:1-4)

If you defrauded somebody, you had to pay full-price restitution, full value of what was taken plus 1/5 on top—20%.

5 The LORD said to Moses, 6 "Say to the Israelites: 'When a man or woman wrongs another in any way and so is unfaithful to the LORD, that person is guilty 7 and must confess the sin he has committed. He must make full restitution for his wrong, add one fifth to it and give it all to the person he has wronged. 







   (Numbers 5:5-7)

Interesting that that principle was applied to the tithe.  God told His people that, “If you are even late on the tithe, you best come and add 20% surcharge on top of it.”  

31 If a man redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. 
  (Leviticus 27:31)

Fraud!  It applied even to God in the Old Testament.  

If someone stole another human being, kidnapped another human being, restitution was to be made with the kidnapper’s life!

16 "Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death.








     (Exodus 21:16)

7 If a man is caught kidnapping one of his brother Israelites and treats him as a slave or sells him, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil from among you.          (Deuteronomy 24:7)

You see, the emphasis was on restitution, and it was a stiff penalty in every case.  

The purpose behind the 8th Commandment then was that a well-regulated society respected and protected one another’s property.  How many would like their property protected and respected?  How many would like your life protected and respected?  How many would like to know that you can go and park your car in downtown L.A. and not have to worry about it?  Huh?  Sure!

We’ve all heard this…people will say, “Well, I know that stealing is wrong but if my children were starving, I would steal food to feed them.”  We’ve heard that haven’t we?  Now, on the surface, that sounds certainly justifiable—and maybe even somewhat noble.  But think about it.  Does God set forth situational ethics?  Is He saying, “It is wrong to steal most of the time but there are times when you can steal.  It’s ok.”  Has God set down a standard that He allows to be broken at times?  What do you think?  (No!)  No!!  Absolutely not!!  Note this please:  IT IS NEVER RIGHT TO DO WRONG!!  It’s just simply never right to do wrong—even if you can justify it in your own mind!!  That’s why Proverbs says, “Don’t lean on your own understanding.”  

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; (Proverbs 3:5)

Well there’s a good reason.  I mean, we saw it in the Garden, didn’t we?  When the women looked at the fruit she saw that it was good for food, pleasing to the eye, desirable to possess, gaining wisdom, she took some and she what?  She ate it.  

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 






        (Genesis 3:6)

Can’t justify it.  

Psalm 37:25, this is a great, great passage.  The Psalmist says,

5 I was young and now I am old (“I’ve lived a good long life, and I’ve seen lots in life,” he’s saying), yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.











     (Psalm 37:25)

That’s a profound statement.  Beloved, if we trust God and we follow Him…if we truly trust Him and follow Him, He will make sure we will never have to beg for bread.  Our children won’t have to beg bread, and we won’t have to steal bread to eat!  He’ll make sure.  He will provide.  He said, “I will meet all of your needs!  You trust Me!”  

19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 











 (Philippians 4:19)

Remember, He wrote that to the Philippians who were part of the Macedonian churches that Paul refers to in 2 Corinthians who had given sacrificially to support the saints in Jerusalem.  These were impoverished people and yet Paul says that out of the overwhelming poverty that they experienced, they gave joyously.  

8:1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.   





        (2 Corinthians 8:1-4)

And God supplied; Paul assured them—Paul says, “My God will meet all your needs.  Don’t worry about it.”  Isn’t that comforting?  

You see, when we’re tempted to steal, to any degree, in order to meet some of our basic needs, if we rationalize it, we must trust God to provide, instead of taking the matter into our own hands.  “I’m not going to go there.  I’m not going to take that.  I have a need but I’m going to trust God to meet the need.  I am NOT going to steal to do it!!”  

Now I think that we all know that the evidence of greedy theft is all around us.  It’s all around us.  That’s why we have locks on our doors and burglar alarms.  You can get a discount from your insurance company if you have double locks and burglar alarms and all those things.  Every lock and every key is a testimony to the sinful, depraved human heart.  If no one stole, there’d be no need for locks.  

What lies, really, at the heart of stealing?  The answer, I think, is best seen if we reflect on the impulse that faith in Jesus Christ brings.  Faith in Jesus Christ causes us to think and to act in different ways.  If I’m truly a Christian, I’m going to have a greater impulse than ever before to do one thing.  What do you think that one thing is?  To give…to give!  You say, “Well, I thought the mark was love.”  Yes.  God so loved the world that He what?  He gave.  So you can be loving but how do we know you love unless you…?  (Give.)  We love one another.  How do we know that?  Well, because we say so?  No, we love one another because we give.  We give of our lives.  We give of our time.  We give of our energy.  We give of our resources.  

C.S. Lewis wrote, “God loves us not because we are lovable but because He is love—not because He needs to receive from us but because He delights to give.”  God delights to give!  Paul states this very truth in 2 Corinthians 8:9, he says, 

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
           (2 Corinthians 8:9)

Jesus was the Giver without equal—simply the giver without equal!  “Yeah, but I’ve given and I’ve given and I’ve given and…. I’ve cast my bread upon the waters, and all I get back is soggy bread!” (  

That statement made by Paul regarding Christ is contained in the chapter in 2 Corinthians about the giving of the early church that I just alluded to earlier.  The connection, very simply, is this:  God gives/His children give.  We want our children to mimic the good things that we demonstrate in our lives, don’t we?  We want them to learn the good qualities.  We want to demonstrate to them, “This is how you live.  Don’t just listen to my words.  Watch my life.”  But my life better back up my words.  

Christianity sees the needs of others…and gives.  Christianity foregoes even personal comfort in order to help others.  That’s a struggle for many but that’s the reality.  You see, giving has become a family trait—like Father, like son.  We pass this on to the succeeding generation.  We don’t want God to visit to the children the sins of the fathers.  We want Him to visit the blessings, the good things.  So therefore it is imperative upon us, this generation, that we be people who exercise our new genetic code that we’ve been given by God—evidenced by our giving.  

In marked contrast, stealing contradicts…it just simply contradicts the generous, giving essence of Christianity.  Stealing enthrones “self” at the center of one’s universe.  Again, it comes back down to the same deal—is it all about me or all about God?  Is it all about what I want?  I gotta have it?  I’m self-absorbed?  One’s “needs” become the driving force behind life.  The thief says, “I’m first, and nothing will stand in the way of my pleasure/my self-gratification.”  

So then the essence of true Christian living is giving.  If you can boil it all down to that—it’s giving.  It’s selfless giving.  It’s not even giving to be recognized.  It’s not even giving to get a reward.  It’s not even giving to get, though we’re promised we will.  

You don’t have to focus on the getting part because God says, “Don’t worry about it.  I’ll take care of you.  You just give.  That’s your part.  You just give.  Trust Me.  I want to free you from all these other considerations.”  

The essence of thievery very simply is getting.  Giving or getting.  That’s what it all boils down to.  Am I a giver, or am I a getter?  Am I becoming more like Jesus or am I just simply a selfish thief—self-absorbed?  

2) Now, there are other people who steal—not necessarily because they’re greedy, but they steal because stealing gives them a thrill.  It’s a challenge to get away with it.  They thrive on the excitement and the adrenalin it produces.  

Most of us are aware of the adrenalin rush that comes with various experiences in life.  Some people really, really get off on that adrenalin rush, and they have to have it again and again and again.  That just leads to greater and greater and greater risk because your body adjusts to the amount of adrenalin that’s being poured out of your adrenal glands.  As it does so, now you’ve got to have a greater risk to get a greater jolt of adrenalin.  In effect, it’s just not enough.  We’ve all heard that dynamic.  Most of us have experienced it to some degree in our own lives.  

Proverbs 9:17 says this,

7 "Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!"  


     (Proverbs 9:17)

Mmmmm, that’s telling isn’t it?!  That’s telling….  Now, that’s not a Biblical principle to follow.  (  It’s simply an observation of the fallen human nature.  

I remember when I was a kid, we had a rule—my Mom had a rule in our house that…there were five kids in my family, and we weren’t allowed in the living room ‘cause we’d mess it up, and the living room was for company and guests and you know, she didn’t want to have to go clean it all the time.  It was easier to keep us out.  Ha!!  (  My Mom and Dad always had people visiting us and such so she always had a candy dish, full candy dish on the coffee table in the living room.  We knew about it.  (  So we could hardly wait until she was gone or doing something else and invariably we’d sneak in and pilfer the candy dish.  

One time there was no one home.  I got home from school, and I was the only one home.  As usual, we always checked in the living room.  And there it was, the candy dish—piled with candy!  Oh man!!  “Food eaten in secret is delicious!”  So I went into the living room, sat down at the couch, and the candy in the dish, I didn’t see it…she’d never had this kind of candy before.  It was new candy.  It was like little chocolate squares with coconut spreckles pressed into it.  It looked really intriguing.  So I sat down and I began to pop them in my mouth.  I thought, “Hmm, this is weird.  It doesn’t taste like candy.  This is not very good candy!  (”  ( (  So I went in the bathroom and rinsed out my mouth.  It was horrible candy!  Yuck!!  

So she gets home a little bit later, and she had just set me up!!  (  She came in my room and she says, “Were you in the living room?”  

“No!”  

“Did you take candy out of the candy dish?”  

“No!”  

“Are you lying to me?”

“Well…where’d you get that candy?  That’s horrible candy!!  Don’t be serving that to anybody!”

She says, “That wasn’t candy.”

I said, “It wasn’t?  What was it?”

“Doggy treats!”  (  (  

They were horrible!  I was just poppin’ them away, just chewing….  “Uhhh, this is weird.  Let me try another one.”  (   That food eaten in secret wasn’t delicious!!  (  (  

You see, there’s just something exciting about enjoying that which has been obtained without lawfully paying for it.  

The American Retail Association says that just because of shoplifting, the rest of us pay 25% higher prices…25%!  We end up paying for the merchandise that the shoplifters steal!  Many of these thieves are not stealing because they need the item or want the item; no, they steal just simply for the thrill of it.  

Remember last year, or maybe it was the year before that the actress, Winona Rider, was arrested in Beverly Hills for shoplifting?  That is beyond me.  Here is a Hollywood star arrested in Beverly Hills for shoplifting.  I don’t get it.  She was caught stealing an $89 sweater.  And when she was caught, she had $1400 in her purse!  She told the police, “Life is boring.  I did it just for the thrill.”  

So people steal not because they need it but just for the thrill of it.

Now, stealing can be very subtle…very subtle.  Relatively few of us become felons as a result of it.  The sin of stealing is indulged in by millions who would be absolutely insulted if they were ever to be called, “Thief.”  

Martin Luther put it this way, he said, “If all thieves, who never-the-less do not wish to be considered such, were to be hanged to the gallows, the world would soon be desolate, and would be without both executioners and gallows.”  

Thievery’s subtleties work themselves into everyday conduct so that they are scarcely even noticeable any more.  Life becomes, “larceny as usual.”  

I mean, who of us haven’t looked at something and seen an opportunity and said, “Yeah, I could take that.  I could steal that.  No one would know.  It’s so easy.”  You drive by a store, you see all the stuff out on the sidewalk, and you figure someone could just come up and take that and whoosh…never catch them.  

It presents itself everyday, and it’s so subtle it just works its way into our life. Let me just share some of the ways.  And this is certainly not an exhaustive list, but it represents, and there may be some familiarity but you might even think of other ways that thievery is evident.  These are just some of the ways I thought of.  

Tax Theft:  omissions of hidden income, omissions through “fudging,” falsification.  “Ahhh Government!  They just waste it!  Sooooo, I’m not going to report it all.  I’m not going to give my hard-earned money to the government any more.”  I don’t know about you but I could easily rationalize that.  I’ve sat there doing my taxes thinking, “Oh man!! Got to write this down. This just tightens my jaw!” ( 

Debt Theft:  Simply those people who refuse to pay their debts.  They effectively rob other people—there being any number of small business men and women who go out of business because of people who don’t pay their debts!  

Here’s a good one,

Borrowing Theft:  Chronic borrowers.  All of us know borrowers.  Some of us are them.  And we borrow with absolutely no intention, really, of repaying or returning it…return the eggs, return the saw, return the book, return the money.  “Can I borrow $10 bucks?”  You ever heard that?  I never loan $10 bucks.  I never loan…I just give it.  I’m never going to see it again.  I know that.  I’m not even going to try to fool myself to believe that that person is going to be paying me back.  My wife is always asking me to loan her money.  ( (  “Honey, do you have $3 for a garage sale this week?  I’ll pay you back.  I promise.”  

Welfare Theft:  This has become an institution.  There are more people than we care to think about who would rather let the government support them than do it themselves.  

Computer Theft:  All kinds of things are stolen via the computer—behind closed doors that little screen…identities….  I mean, that’s a huge thing today.  I just go, “Oh Lord, protect me!”  I don’t even use a computer, and I know they can still get to me.  

Here’s one, 

Insurance Theft:  Insurance companies have a lot of money.  They won’t know.  I’ll just make a deal with the guy over here, the person who’s doing the work for me.  We’ll just do a little thing under the table here and…falsify these insurance claims.  

Employee Theft:  is another one.  And there are a number of sub-sets to this.  


First one would be time theft: coming in late, leaving early.  While there, taking extended breaks.  
Loafing whenever possible.  That’s simply “time theft” if you’re an employee.


Christian employees…I tell people, I say, “If you’re an employee, you get there early, you leave 
late, you work hard, you don’t cheat on your timecard!  You’re a Christian.  You be a testimony 
to your employer by how you conduct yourself.


There’s work theft: just simply doing shoddy, sub-standard work—just do what it takes to get by, do the minimum.  No!  You’re a Christian.  Work hard!  You be the best worker that employer has!


Phone theft: using the company’s phone for personal calls.


Expense account theft: (another one under the employee theft) Taking friends to lunch and reporting it as business or using company funds to make personal purchases.


Supply theft:  Simply taking stamps, envelopes, pens, pencils, paperclips, using the company 
copying machine for personal use and it goes on and on and on.  

We just justify it all.  We just do it.  After all, everybody does it.  We’re NOT everybody!  

And then there’s 

Management Theft:  This is the flip side of the ledger.  Employee theft—now look at management theft.    How do managers still? 


Inadequate pay for their employees 


Unsafe working conditions 


Deception of consumers (the use of bait and switch tactics) 


Marketing inferior products 


Unfair profit taking (“charge what the traffic will bear”) 


Building obsolescence into products 

Everybody does it.  Standard for the industries.

Beloved, I believe it’s going to be a fearful thing, a fearful thing when some of our business leaders stand before God to give an account.  Much will be required of them.  Note please Proverbs 11:1,

The LORD abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are his delight. (Proverbs 11:1)

If you’re a business owner, an employer—don’t cheat.  Don’t cut corners.  Be a Christian!

Then there’s simply Cheating in general—taking unfair advantage whether it’s in business or even in the classroom.  Stealing…very simply it just steals from other people involved.  Academic cheating steals the time spent in study by one’s fellow students.  You diminish their effort by your stealing, by your cheating.

Reputations can be stolen, can’t they?  Man, this is murderous.  Reputations.  All somebody has to do is talk about you in a negative way to somebody who doesn’t know you, and right away they are biased against you.  Reputations can be stolen through jealousy, gossip, tale-bearing….  It’s terrible.

Stealing.  All of these have just been examples of stealing.  It’s not an exhaustive list as I said earlier.  They are all violations of the 8th Commandment.  Now, you may be sitting here thinking that you’re innocent of breaking the 8th Commandment.  Well, let me call your attention to Psalm 139.  Take a few moments right now if you’re feeling like you’re getting off scott-free—you’re innocent.  Take a few minutes, ask God to show you.  Pray this simply prayer,

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  24 See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.
            (Psalm 139:23-24)

Lord, show me.  I’m feeling pretty proud of myself thinking I’m doing pretty good.  I don’t do any of those things.  I….  Show me, Lord.  It doesn’t take but a few seconds, and He’ll show you.  That’s a prayer He really quickly answers.

Any kind of theft, any kind, must be confessed to God as sin, must be repented of, and where possible, restitution be made.  It’s that simple.  

One of the most serious forms of stealing, if not the most serious form, is found in Malachi chapter 3, the last book of the Old Testament—verses 8-10.  God asks a rhetorical question of His people, Israel.  

8 "Will a man rob God? 


  




(Malachi 3:8a)

Oh NO!!  No one’s going to rob You, God!!  You’re God!  Who would ever think of robbing You?!  “Will a man rob God?”  He says, 

Yet you rob me. But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse — the whole nation of you — because you are robbing me. 

  (Malachi 3:8b-9)

Now, He’s speaking to the nation of Judah—to Israel at that point.  They had degenerated to such a level that they had, in effect, robbed Him.   The tithe was a tax on the nation to support the whole ceremonial life of the nation of Israel: the temple, the priesthood, the sacrifices, and so forth.  It was absolutely essential for the total functioning for food to be in God’s house.  That’s why He says it.  He says, verse 10, 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
     
  (Malachi 3:8-10)

Tithing just simply means tenth-ing.  Tithe means tenth in the Hebrew, if you didn’t know that.  It means giving a tenth of your income to the Lord.  

Now when I first became a Christian, I was involved with some people, the Seevers were here, they were significantly involved in my early formation as a Christian.  We were in a Bible study, and I was asking about this thing.  I said, “I see people give, and I hear this word “tithe.”  What is that?”  So they explained it to me.  “Well, tithing means you give a tenth of your income.”  I said, “A tenth?!  Whoa!”  And then the next logical question is, “The gross or the net?”  (  And they said, “Well, it’s on the gross.  It’s on the top.  It’s the firstfruits.  It’s the very first part you give to God.”  So my next question was, I said,  “Does everybody do this?”  And I’ll never forget, Joe Seevers said, “Everybody does it.”  I said, “Everybody does it?!”  “Everybody does it.”  I said, “Oh, ok.  If everybody does it, I’ll do it too.”  So I’ll never forget that next week, Sunday morning, I wrote out a check—10 %.  I went, “Whoooa!”  Now, I didn’t make all that much money but still it was a big number to write.  We passed the trays, and I remember the tray coming down the aisle, the row there and it stopped in front of me, dropped my envelope and it went.  That was quick!  And what was even more surprising was next Sunday, how quick it came!  (  But it began to be an absolute joy to me because I realized I needed to do this.  I needed to learn to give away some more of my selfishness, some more of my independence.  

Now, I don’t teach “tithing.”  Many of you are aware of that.  I teach “sacrificial giving.”  I don’t believe tithing is necessarily a law in the New Testament but there’s a principle that we can extract from the Old Testament and apply to our own lives—and that’s the principle simply of giving.  And more particularly sacrificial giving because the New Testament does require more of us than the Old Testament.  

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 12:1, that we ought to offer our bodies as a what?  Living…? (sacrifice)

12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 
      (Romans 12:1)

That means everything that I am, how I express myself; my life needs to be a sacrifice.  Now, I don’t know about you but my flesh recoils from that.  I want to do it when it’s easy and comfortable and doesn’t demand very much of me, whatever it is—and more particularly with the dollars.  

So, we are to give sacrificially.  And what is a sacrifice for one person is not necessarily a sacrifice for another person.  So you always have to say, “Lord, what is the sacrifice for me?  What is the sacrifice?”  Am I robbing God?  And the bottom line is, am I robbing Him of an opportunity to work mightily in my life or am I just playing it safe—I won’t have to live by faith.  Am I making sense?  To some.  I can hear my wife saying a loud, “Uh huh!” (  

You see, giving is not…it is NOT, I repeat, the highest attainment of the Christian life.  It is an elementary thing in the course of Christian growth.  It’s like learning your multiplication tables.  You learn those skills so that you can move on and perform other higher-level educational skills and tasks.  And giving, tithing, tenth-ing, whatever, however you want to describe it is the same thing.  It is a basic area of obedience that allows you to experience then the bigger and better things with the Lord.  It is a spiritual prerequisite for other areas of blessing.  

Some people think, “Well, if I just start tithing then I will really have arrived in my Christian life.”  They put it out here at the tail end of things.  “Well, I’m going to grow and….  Some day I’ll get to the point where I can really start doing this.”  No, no, no, no, no, no.  Tithing is NOT the finish line!  It’s the starting point!  It’s simply the starting point.  God says it is an absolute basic in the believer’s life—be it the Old Testament or the New Testament.  It is absolutely basic.  

I have a little check list.  I’ve given it to you in your notes.  I think it’s helpful.  When you see that there seems to be something wrong in your Christian life and you’re looking for a reason and so forth, here’s a checklist of seven questions you can ask yourself to find out where the point might be.

First question always to ask—the first question you always ask,

1) Is there unconfessed sin in my life?  You say, “Well, I thought God forgave me all my sins.”  No, He’s already punished all your sins but none-the-less you still must confess it when you do it because it can be a hindrance to His continuing flow of grace to you.  

So, is there unconfessed sin in my life?  Well, if you’ve resolved that one and there’s no unconfessed sin, the next question you ask yourself is,

2) Am I being tested?  Now we know the Bible says in a number of places that God tests us.  He puts us through trials and difficulties.  Jesus uses the words in John’s Gospel talking about pruning, doesn’t He? If you’ve been fruitful, He’s going to prune you back so that you can be what?  More fruitful.

15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 







        (John 15:1-2)

So the question is, am I being tested?  Maybe it’s not that I’m off base on something.  Maybe God’s just pruning me back.  Maybe these trials are there so I can be even more fruitful in my testimony.  

Third question,

3) How is my prayer life?  Am I praying daily?  Am I communing with God?  Am I talking with God?  Have I forgotten Him?

Fourth,

4) Am I reading?  Am I in the Word?  Am I meditating on Scripture?  Am I filling my mind with the truth of God so that I have something, some substance in my soul to feed on?

Fifth question,

5) Am I sharing my faith with those who don’t know Christ?  There’s nothing more important, more significant, more exciting than sharing your faith.  You can sit in church all day long, you can read your Bible, you can pray but if you’re not getting out of yourself and sharing your faith and looking for opportunities that would…God opens doors so that you can minister in somebody else’s life and help them know about the hope there is in Jesus Christ—that’s a huge block in your life.  

Sixth question,

6) Am I faithful in worshipping God with other believers?  Church attendance is absolutely critical!  I need to be with you.  Those of you who have dropped out of church—you understand when you come back, you go, “I needed this!  Oh, I needed this!!”  

I talked with two families this morning that I hadn’t seen in a while and welcomed them back.  They both expressed the same thing, “You know, I missed this. I needed to be back.”

Seventh question,

7) Am I robbing God?  Am I robbing God?!

Beloved, God wants to bless us but He won’t do that if there are areas of willful disobedience in our lives.  As much as He calls us to discipline those in our midst who are willfully unrepentant to disobedience, He calls for church discipline; He will discipline us if we are willfully disobedient.  And when we are faithful in just these basic areas, just faithful in these basic areas, He will bless us tremendously.  

Now you say, “Well, you know, I’ve been faithful in tithing, and I don’t see a whole lot of money coming back into my life.”  Yeah, but the blessing may not come back in kind!  He may just keep your engine from blowing up.  He may keep you from accidents.  He may keep you safe.  He may protect your kids.  He may keep you from insurance increases.  He is very inventive on how to do this!!  But He’s promised that He’ll bless.  

In the area of giving, God says—this is marvelous—He says, 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

      (Malachi 3:10)

Beloved, we all know that Scripture makes it abundantly clear that God often tests us.  But this is the ONLY time in the entire Bible when God affords us the opportunity and privilege to test Him!  He says, “Come on.  You want some of Me?  Come on. Test Me.  Test Me!”

Beloved, you’ll never know the joy of this promise until you stop robbing God, and you begin to trust Him and abandon yourself to Him in faith.  

Just think, how would you feel about someone who broke into the church office and stole the offering?  How would you feel about someone who just would steal anything from the church?  You might think anyone who would do that has sunk pretty low into the swamp of moral depravity, wouldn’t you?  What kind of wretch would steal from the church?!  However, Malachi chapter 3 says that if you are not giving back to God, you are in the same category as those who steal from the church.  In both cases, we rob God!

Please understand, God doesn’t need the money.  How many are sure of that?  The earth and all it contains belongs to Him.  He’s got it all.  It’s all His.

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;         (Psalm 24:1)

He’s given us each a measure to steward, hasn’t He?  But you and I desperately need God’s blessing on our lives.  We need His hand.  We need His grace.  We need His blessing, His provision.  If you’ve been robbing God, confess it to Him as sin, repent and start giving.  It’s that simple.  

Now maybe, at this point, you realize that you have broken the 8th Commandment.  The question is, is there any hope for a thief?  Absolutely!  Turn to Luke chapter 19.  I love this passage. Luke chapter 19, Zacchaeus, the tax collector,

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 



                   (Luke 19:1-2)

Now, he was Jewish.  He was a renegade.  He worked for the Romans.  The Romans despised him, and the Jews despised him.  He’s caught in the middle because he’s collecting taxes for the hated Romans—but he’s wealthy.  He was allowed to charge as much as he could charge, skim off the top, pay the Romans the minimal amount and keep the rest.  That’s why he’s wealthy. 

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." (Wow!!) 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'"  (Oh no!!) 

(Now look at Zacchaeus’ response.)  8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."   



       (Luke 19:1-8)

And Jesus said, “No, no, no, Zacchaeus, all we require is a tenth.”  (  And those standing around commented quietly to each other, “Ohhhh, he’s going to be in a lot of trouble giving away so much!” (
Jesus simply says,  "Today salvation has come to this house.”
9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 









           (Luke 19:9)

You see, when you decide to obey God, when you decide to take a step of faith, salvation/life/blessing comes into the house of your life.  

Beloved, if you’ve cheated, if you’ve deceived, if you have stolen anything, 

First,

1) Admit it and confess it.  Don’t deny it any more.  Admit it and confess it.  1 John 1:9,

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 








          (1 John 1:9)

Secondly,

2) Make restitution (if possible).  

Thirdly,

3) Change your behavior.  Simply repent—just like Zaccheaeus, our example.  He made restitution and he repented.

It’s all about Lordship.  It all boils down to this:  Lordship.  When you steal you are saying, “These things are more important to me than God.”  Jesus said, “You cannot serve both God and money.”  

24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. (Matthew 6:24)

You’re going to have to choose.  Is Jesus your Lord or is money/possessions your Lord?  If you go through life grabbing for more and more “stuff,” you will come to a sad and bitter end, I promise you.  

Now we can relate finally to the 8th Commandment positively.  Respect the property rights of others.  Just simply respect the property rights of others.  Realize that if you don’t work for something or receive it as a gift, you’ve obtained it through dishonest means.  

Exercising respect for others/good hard work—are the best ways to obey the 8th Commandment.  

“You shall not steal.”  Amen? (Amen)
Father, thank You again.  Thank You for Your Word.  Thank You for Your instruction, Lord.  Father, You said that we should not just be hearers but doers of Your Word, and I pray that we would all take home a message in our own hearts that when we are presented with opportunities that we resist those temptations of the flesh—do not give the devil a foothold in our life but we would glorify You.  Help us, O God, to see those areas that are wrong and confess them, repent of them, and where possible, make restitution.  Cause us, O Lord, to be a people who truly bring You glory—not only publicly but privately when no one else can see but You.  Father, we love You this morning.  We commit our way to You.  We pray in Jesus’ Name.  Amen?  Amen!
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