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We have just enough time for the 10th Commandment.  We have reached the 10th Commandment:  

“You shall not covet….”  







   (Exodus 20:17a)

Covet…coveting basically is to desire that which you have no right to, to lust after that which you have no right to, to yearn after that which you have no right to.  Verse 17 of Exodus chapter 20 gives us a number of things in the context of that culture.  

17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 











     (Exodus 20:17)

You shall not covet!  Covetousness, when you think about it, is a sin that really is not given that much attention.  People are not really that much aware of it.  There are a few sermons taught on covetousness.  Few lessons are ever taught on covetousness.  I don’t know that I’ve ever read a book on the subject.  Lots of books written today on lots of subjects but I don’t know that I’ve found one or read one on the subject of covetousness.  When you think about it, this should be just an absolute surprise to all of us, you see, because covetousness is one of the most prevailing evils of man.  

Simply stated: covetousness is a predominant desire, a predominant thought that craves, that lusts, that yearns, that just eats away at the human heart.  Covetousness craves the things of this world.  It craves the things a person does not have.  Covetousness craves the things of others.  It can and often does enslave the human soul.  It will destroy a person, and it will destroy other people.  It is absolutely an insidious evil that is with us, that is with us, that is with us!  

Covetousness is what causes (literally) and what leads to so many of the other sins—in fact, all of the other sins:  

►A person covets another person, another man or another woman, and then commits sexual sin—adultery, immorality.  

►A person covets money or property and very easily can find themselves stealing and/or even killing.  

►A person covets recognition or acceptance—or seeks to escape suspicion, and they end up lying.

►A person feels unattractive or unhealthy, inadequate or poor and covets what someone else has to the point of wishing maybe even that bad would happen to that person.  

Covetousness, you can see, is terribly destructive.  It is a desire; it is a thought that will gnaw away at the mind, at the heart, at the very soul until it consumes a person.  A covetous thought, a covetous desire left unchecked can be so consuming that it will almost force the person to act.  

I don’t think there’s a single one of us in this room that hasn’t experienced the impetus of that kind of thing that’s taken root in our heart—some covetous thought, some desire, some lust, some yearning that’s found a home in our heart, and it just compels you, almost, to act.  

I suspect that there’s not much that can stop you from acting except the very power of God—that God would intervene, that God would act—enable us to withstand the temptation.  Only God can keep us from reaching out, only God can keep us from taking what is not ours.  Once that thought, that desire has taken root and it begins to grow in you, you do not have the power and the strength to withstand it.  It takes the power of God to do that.  

Covetousness is a sin of the human heart that causes so, so many problems.  We dare not overlook it; and yet, it is diminished almost at every level.  We tend to focus on the big things.  We tend to focus on the visible things.  

This 10th Commandment not to covet concerns, among other things, man’s security.  God means for man to feel secure and safe.  It forbids coveting anything that belongs to our neighbor—his house, his wife, his servants, his workers, animals, anything else.  The idea is that people are meant to live in security; they’re meant to live in peace.  They shouldn’t have to worry about someone coming and coveting and stealing, robbing and taking what he has.  God wants us, very simply, to feel secure and protected.  

Covetousness is an inward sin.  It’s a sin of the heart and the mind.  It differs from the other nine commandments in the fact that it is the only internal commandment.  Covetousness is not an outward sin.  It is the only inward sin.  It is the only inward desire and thought that leads to the outward sins.  

Beloved, you and I don’t break the other commandments but that we haven’t broken the 10th one first.  You don’t lie, you don’t steal, you don’t murder, you don’t commit adultery, you don’t dishonor your parents…. We go down the whole list—don’t commit adultery.  I’m told it’s first done where?  In our heart!  Remember, Jesus said, “It’s not what goes in a man that corrupts him, it’s what comes out of him.”  

11 Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man."  








   (Matthew 15:11 NKJV)

Man’s heart.  Jeremiah says, the heart is desperately sick.  

9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?











    (Jeremiah 17:9)

So we have to look inside, not just on the externals.  The 10th Commandment deals with the human heart, with inward motives, inward feelings, inward thoughts, inward desires, inward attitudes.  Instead of forbidding an action, the 10th Commandment forbids a state of mind.  It goes right to where no other human being can see.  

You can be living an orgy of covetousness and no one could ever know it.  Isn’t that true?  We can look really good on the outside.  You can look like just a normal person (whatever a normal person looks like)—look around, we all look normal, don’t we?  (  You may not have a single telltale extravagance in your life, nothing appears to be out of order whatsoever, you may even be a leader in the church, and 

yet be seething, seething with an angry covetousness.  No one would come even close to dreaming that you are covetous.  They would have no clue just to look at you.  You see, it is an easily camouflaged interior sin.  

It, again, precedes any other sin.  We never break just one commandment.  We always break a minimum of two—if not more!  The 10th one always first.  But hardly do we ever acknowledge that, hardly do we ever admit to that, hardly do we ever confess that.  We say, “Lord, I lied….”  “I stole….”  But Lord, I did it here first.”  (Editor’s note:  Pastor is pointing to his head.)  “I coveted.  I desired.  I lusted.”  

Coveting is the first thing that happens before a person commits an outward sin.  Before a person ever, ever commits a sinful act, he or she thinks about it, desires it, yearns for it.  

Covetousness is ultimately being so consumed with getting something that we really end up by being enslaved by it.  Our heart becomes focused upon a possession; our heart becomes focused on a person, a thing, something other than God.  That’s the reason that Scripture declares that covetousness is idolatry.

Ephesians 5:5, Paul writes,

5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person — such a man is an idolater — has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  


     (Ephesians 5:5)

Beloved, most of us are guilty of looking at others, comparing ourselves to them, and seeing ourselves coming out, somehow, less than or maybe on the short-end of the deal.  There isn’t a single one of us who doesn’t compare ourselves with other people.  There isn’t a single one of us that doesn’t go, “You know, I wish I had what they had.”  We all struggle with that to some degree.  We torture ourselves sometimes—drive ourselves to depression by self-pity thinking in fact that we deserve more than we have.  

When we find ourselves jealous of what life is for someone else, dreaming of how happy we would be if we were in someone else’s situation, that’s a dead give-away, a dead give-away that we are falling into the subtle, seductive hands of covetousness.  

It’s so easy to do that.  We’re so visual.  We’re tempted by so much.  I think sometimes it would be so much simpler to live some place where there was nothing rather than to live in this land where we’re surrounded by so much…so much is presented to us. 

How often do we convince ourselves that other people always get the breaks and not us?  How often do we think that we were deprived of some opportunity?  We look to our peers, we look to our friends and we see where they are in life—and easily we can become plagued with the notion that they had a better opportunity than we did.  You probably never associated that very thing with coveting but that’s exactly what it is, and it is destructive.

We convince ourselves that we have a sort of “cosmic” right to an equal share to the good things in life.  And, I think here, we can objectively say that’s a fallacious idea.  It plays folly in our lives.  There is no equality to being in the right place at the right time.  Some of us have had the good fortune of being in the right place at the right time.  We know people who have been in the right place at the right time, and they’ve just been incredibly, incredibly blessed.  And sometimes we can stand off and look at that and say, “Why?  Why couldn’t that be me?”  

There is no “cosmic right” that is ours to have an equal share of what everybody else has.  God has given each one of us a place in this life.  If you’re prone to leaning in the direction of thinking that you should have everything that everybody else has, consider how you would feel if you were averaged out with the world’s 2 billion starving people.  Seems like we always want to be averaged up and not down.  “I wish I had what they had.”  We never say, “I wish I didn’t have.”—“I wish I had what they have.”  It doesn’t work the other way, does it?  

Covetousness is an insidious sin.  It is, indeed, powerfully condemned in the Scriptures.  The prophet Micah saw it as the source of iniquity and oppression.  Micah 2,

Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! At morning's light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it. 2 They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance.   (Micah 2:1-2)

It’s something that is endemic to mankind.  Proverbs 21:26 views covetousness as the dividing line between the righteous and the evil. 

26 All day long he (the evil) craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing.











   (Proverbs 21:26)

Jesus, in Luke 12, warns a covetous young man who requested Him to make his brother divide the family inheritance saying, 

15 …"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  






         (Luke 12:15)

And it seems like we know that but we want more and more and more of our possessions.  

And then in the next section of Luke 12 Jesus goes on to teach the parable of the rich fool who planned out his full-barned early retirement—And he did retire early, didn’t he?  But not as he had planned.  No, his life was required that very night but his plan was complete.

16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  








   (Luke 12:16-21)

The Apostle Paul repeatedly assaulted covetousness.  He told the Ephesian church, in Ephesians 5,

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 


     (Ephesians 5:3)

We’re better than that.  That’s what he’s saying.  We’re better than these base kinds of passions, lusts and attitudes.  

In Acts 20:33—to the Ephesian elders, before he would leave them he said,

33 I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing. 


         (Acts 20:33)

He exhorted the Colossians in 3:5,

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 




   (Colossians 3:5)

John, in his marvelous epistle wrote to his beloved congregation in chapter 2, he says, 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  










               (1 John 2:15-17)

We can be passionate for a lot of stuff and very often we are, seeking after the wrong kinds of things.  Sometimes we lose sight of the fact that this is all going to pass away one day.  There’s only the real substantive things of the spirit that are going to last.  As you look into your life, you assess the spiritual significance of covetousness.  You inevitably are taken into the deepest interior parts of your heart.  

I was sharing with somebody not too long ago.  They were asking me about their Christian life, and they said, “Does the Christian life get easier?”  I said, “In some sense yes, but in another sense no.”  I said, “The more you mature as a Christian, the more you see the emptiness and the wickedness inside.”  

Again, in the beginning we tend to look on the outside.  We tend to look on our externals.  We tend to throw off the “big” sins—and not necessarily look into the recesses of our heart and see the kinds of things that are there.  But the more you mature, and I think this is a way you can know that you’re maturing as a Christian, you begin to see your pride as you’ve never seen it before.  Oh we’d all say, “Well, yeah, I have some pride.”  No, no, no.  When you look down inside you say, “Ewwww!  Man!  I am really prideful!”  You look inside, and you see the appetites and the desires…see, because that’s where you have to look now because you’ve thrown off the external things.  Now God calls your attention to look down deep inside.  You see, that’s where the battle is won or lost.  It’s in the heart.  It’s in the heart!  

So again, as you mature, a sign that you’re maturing as a Christian is you begin to look at yourself more realistically than ever before.  “There is no good thing in me,” says Paul, “that is, in my sinful nature.”  

18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. 

      (Romans 7:18)

He saw covetousness; we’ll see in a moment in Romans 7, he saw coveting of all kinds in himself once he began to look.  Scripture calls us to do all we can to root out covetousness.  You have to stamp it out!  You have to stamp out the very first thought or urge to covet or to lust.  You stamp it out!!  Much like there are sparks of a fire and if they’re left to themselves they will cause a…you stamp them out!!!  Or if you don’t like spiders….  That’s the same thing, these thoughts, these desires, these lusts, they can if you allow them to take root, they will consume your life.  And no one will necessarily know except you and God. But if you allow them to continue, they will eat you alive!

Remember Genesis 6:5, speaks about

5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his (man’s) heart was only evil all the time. 
        (Genesis 6:5)

In fact, it was at that point where God says He was sorry He made man.  

6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth — men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air — for I am grieved that I have made them."   





     (Genesis 6:6-7)

This is where we can get to if we don’t guard our heart.  We can get to that place where every inclination of the thought of our heart is only evil all the time.  These inclinations…we have to steadfastly watch for them.  We have to hate them.  We have to resist them.  We have to fight against them.  They’re to be stamped out, as I suggested, like sparks of a dangerous fire.  For again, as soon as they begin to stir within us, if given any room at all, they will pollute our soul.

There are some common forms of coveting that all of us battle with, all of us have experienced.  One is certainly,

1) Possessions—We’ve all heard the cliché that “money can’t make you happy” or “things can’t make you happy.”  How many have heard that cliché?  And while you may agree with it logically, you, say, “But if I just had a little more….  I know money can’t make me happy.  I know things can’t make me happy…but I’d like to try….”  You see, people (including many Christians), notwithstanding that cliché, actually believe otherwise in their heart of hearts.  They really believe they could be happy.  They really believe if they had this, or that, or the other, that they could be happier.  

Elvis Presley: classic example.  Elvis had 3 jets, 2 Cadillacs, a Rolls Royce, a Lincoln Continental, 2 station wagons, a jeep, a custom touring bus, and 3 motorcycles—and this was years ago.  His favorite car was his 1960 Cadillac limousine.  The top was covered with pearl-white naugahide and the body sprayed with 40 coats of a specially prepared paint that included crushed diamonds.  Nearly all the metal trim on the car was plated with 18-karat gold.  There were 2 gold telephones and a gold vanity case containing a gold electric razor and gold hair clippers.  He had a gold-plated T.V. and record player all in the car.  

He had it all.  He had all the fame.  He had the money.  He had the things.  He had it all!!   But he died a lonely and unhappy man.  Tragic figure!  

When Diet Coke first came out, it was only available in the U.S.  Christina Onassis, the heiress to the Onassis shipping fortune in Greece—the Greek isles…she would monthly dispatch a jet to the U.S. at the cost of $30,000 just to pick up cases of “the real thing.”  Her friends who were too busy to spend all their time with her were paid $20,000 to $30,000 a month to be her pals.  And yet Christina Onassis died an unfulfilled and profoundly unhappy woman.  

You and I understand why the lives of these super-rich celebrities ended so miserably—they were empty.  They tried to fill their life with everything material—all the money, all the stuff that money could buy…they had not Christ.  They had no real hope.  Money can’t buy happiness.  

But clichés aside, we somehow believe that if we had lots of money, we might be the exception.  “Just let me try.  I would do better.”

I had a friend years ago who, I haven’t seen him in several years, he’s moved away…but he was developing a system to win at the track—to play the horses.  He would tell me continually, because I would witness to him and share with him that he’s wasting his time, there’s no such thing as a system and he’s only fooling himself—he would say to me, “If I hit it…I’m going to hit it big.  I just know I’m going to hit it big, and I’m going to give to your church!”  I said, “If you don’t give now, you’re never going to hit it big, and if you start giving now, I can save you a lot of grief in your life.”  He never hit it big, never developed a system, and never gave a dime to the work of God.

“See, when I make it big….”  “When my ship comes in….”  “Boy, then I’m really going to….”  If you’re not doing it now, you’ll never do it then.  If you’re not faithful in the little things, you won’t be trusted with greater things.  It’s a principle that applies across the board.  Amen? (Amen.)

You see, the Bible is very clear, very clear.  Ecclesiastes 5:10,

10 Whoever loves money never has money enough (You ever noticed that?); whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 
           (Ecclesiastes 5:10)

Howard Hughes was asked, “How much more money do you need?”  He says, “About that much more.”  (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is indicating about a ½ inch between his thumb and forefinger.)  Howard Hughes, another example of someone who had died a pitiful, pitiful empty life.  Tragic!

Paul would say,

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:10)

Money in itself is neutral.  It’s the love of money.  Money becomes, in effect, the god and that becomes the root of all kinds of evil.  You see, there is no problem with what the Bible says.  The problem is with us.  We simply need to believe the Bible.  “This is what the Bible says….”  “This is what the immutable Word of God says….”   And we don’t believe it.  We ignore it, and we go off, and we still end up lusting after these things.  

Not only do we lust after possessions, we find ourselves lusting after people.

2) People:  the 10th Commandment specifically forbids that—coveting people.  

I recall reading a tragic account…this was in the memoirs of an older Christian leader recounting the self-pitying complaint of another Christian leader whose career had soured late in life.  His complaint?  “If only God had given him Ruth Graham for a wife instead of the one he had—then he would have been successful.”  What a terrible, tragic thought.  Just think of the inevitable imagined adultery with this other woman in his mind.  Just think, perhaps this might even include a death wish toward her spouse or his own spouse.  Using that man’s own logic, did he ever think what Ruth Graham might not have become if she had been tethered to his ignoble soul.  Something to think about.

It’s easy to be dissatisfied.  It’s easy for us to look and to lust after somebody else.  This coveting of people could even include coveting of family.  “Oh, if I’d just been born in that family.  If those people were just my parents, I would have a much better life, and I’d have been a better son/daughter than their kids.”  It’s coveting people.  

We can covet position.

3) Position:  position or status—Jesus saw this first-hand among the scribes and the Pharisees who loved the places of prominence, didn’t they?  Matthew 23, listen.  He says, 

5 "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long  (They want to be noticed); 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'  





 (Matthew 23:5-7)

 Sadly, Jesus saw this only too closely in his own disciples.  Remember when James and John came to Him, and they argued about who would be the greatest in the Kingdom?  And the other disciples heard this going on and they, too, got perturbed about it.  Mark’s Gospel—and Jesus said, “If you’re to be great, then you must be…” What?  Servant of all—servant of all.

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask." 36 "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked. 37 They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." 38 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?"  39 "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared."  41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  





   (Mark 10:35-45)

You see, we are, again, so prone not just to covet possessions, not just to covet other people, but we’re prone to coveting another’s place or position.  

Some fall to coveting another’s accomplishments.

4) Accomplishments: whether those accomplishments be educational or professional or whatever.  That PhD should have been yours.  That job should have been yours.  Your friend writes a book and it becomes the book you should have written because you could have done a better job.  

But you see, this is compounded also (this coveting other people’s accomplishments); it’s compounded by this kind of “other” attitude that subtly slips in on us.  

You see, while you’re at your desk, somebody’s getting ahead of you…somebody’s getting ahead of you.  You’re at your desk; they’re working out at the gym.  They’re getting stronger.  They’re getting healthier.  You’re stuck here.  When your friend gets a promotion, he’s getting ahead of you.  When you’re sitting in church listening to a sermon, your un-churched golfing partner is getting ahead of you.

We can covet another person’s spirituality.

5) Spirituality:  This is particularly insidious, I think.  The Apostle Paul was the object of such coveting when he was in prison.  You read about that in Philippians 1—How there were people preaching the Gospel from selfish motives.  And his own disciples were saying while he’s locked away in prison,   “Paul, they’re preaching.”  He says, “Doesn’t matter.  All that matters is that Christ is preached.”  

12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.   18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. 











       (Philippians 1:12-18)

He wasn’t threatened but there were people who coveted his position, coveted his authority as an apostle.

John the Baptist’s disciples were even jealous.  They were moved to warn John that Jesus was becoming more popular than he.  They said, “Every one is going to Him!  We’re losing our followers.”  

26 They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan — the one you testified about — well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him."  










           (John 3:26)

We see that coveting has many flashpoints for us: Possessions, People, Position, Accomplishments, even Spirituality.  There is nothing sacred with respect to coveting, is there?  Nothing whatsoever. But I think it reaches its absolute lowest point in the damning sins of envy and jealousy by which another actually feels wounded by the prosperity and success of somebody else.  We would think, “Wow, that doesn’t seem real.”  Yes it is.  You see, there’s a word for this.  It’s called resentment. This is why the Bible says, “Don’t let a root of bitterness grow up in you.”  

15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 



   (Hebrews 12:15 NASB)

Resentment—a word that declares, literally, the longing to do harm to the one envied.  But you see, doing harm isn’t something that is acceptable, so the attitude manifests itself in saying things that detract from the other person’s reputation—or else rejoicing even in their misfortune—hoping something happens to them, trip them up.  Resentment festers with the desire to do harm or see harm done.  It whispers continually (see if this doesn’t ring a familiar note at some point)—here’s what resentment whispers,  “I can forgive everything but not what you are.  That you are what you are; that I am not what you are—indeed, that I am not you!  This I cannot forgive.”  That’s the essence of resentment.  “I resent you so much because you are who you are.  I’m not who you are.  I want to be that but I can’t and I’m not.  So therefore, I resent you.”  It’s easy.  It’s a subtle thing.  

The fact is we’re all covetous.  None of us escapes.  The Apostle Paul discovered this—Romans 7, his testimony.   In his initial understanding of the 10th Commandment (in Romans 7, this is fascinating)—he had a superficial understanding of the law.  He thought that he was doing really well.  Read with me Romans 7:7, he says, 

7 …I would not have known what sin was except through the law.

      (Romans 7:7a)

Now he particularly focuses in on the 10th Commandment.  He says

For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."  












      (Romans 7:7b) 

Now he picks the 10th Commandment because he’ll go on in a moment and say, “I really thought I was doing pretty well.” You see, 

8…sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead.  



        (Romans 7:8)

Really it’s dormant.  It’s under the surface just waiting to be awakened.  Verse 9 is a telling verse, 

9 Once I was alive apart from law; 





      (Romans 7:9a)

“I thought I had it together.”  Remember, Paul was a righteous Jew—Pharisee.   He says in another place, in Philippians—“according to the Law, faultless.”  He was just focusing on the externals.  He looked darn good…until he what?  Until he became aware of the 10th Commandment.  Apparently the 10th Commandment had been overlooked, overlooked, overlooked, overlooked, overlooked.  And now all of a sudden he’s focusing in on the 10th Commandment, and what does it do?  It slays him.  It kills him.  

but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 
        
      (Romans 7:9b)

He saw that in his interior life he was filled with coveting.  From the mountaintop of relative personal goodness and righteousness he falls into “the slew of despond.”  “Woe’s me,” he’s saying, in effect.  

And then when he tried to abstain from coveting he says he coveted all the more, and the law killed him.  It condemned him. He then knew what he was.  There was no way out.  He knew what he was, and he felt the sentence of death.  But it was his despair that gloriously opened him up to the grace of God.  

You see, only when you see your despair, only when you see like Paul did that there’s no way out.  There’s no hope for me.  I can look good on the outside but once I start looking inside and I see the darkness and the evil that really is there, and if that got out, it would destroy me, and it would destroy other people.  Am I making sense?  

It drove him to Christ.  It drove him, in his despair, to the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  Beloved, that is the only and ultimate remedy for a covetous heart—no place else.  You can’t control it yourself.  You cannot control it yourself.  It requires the grace of God in you to deal with this.  

You say, “Well, how do I experience this?”  First, you become a Christian.  First, you give your life to Jesus Christ.  You confess, “Lord, I’m helpless against this. I’m helpless!”  And you receive Christ, His forgiveness.  Then you walk in His grace.  You say, “So how do I walk in His grace?”  Ohh, I’m going to give it to you right here.  Here’s the secret to walking in grace. How many want to know how to walk in grace so that coveting does not get a hold of you?

First:  Loving—loving.

1 John 4:19 says,

19 We love because he first loved us. 





        (1 John 4:19)

All of us understand what it means for somebody to love us.  Picture, if you will, in your mind’s eye a little whipped puppy—won’t let anyone near it, and yet you’re patient and loving.  Pretty soon that puppy comes out of its hole and will come towards you.  All of us at some point have had our lives touched that way.  When you come to Christ and you begin to experience and realize the love of God through Jesus Christ in your life, you want more of that.  

We can only love because He first loved us.  And when His love touches your heart, you must of necessity then love Him back.  And the more of His love that you understand and receive and benefit by, your life is filled—you begin to love God intensely.  It’s God’s love.  

Paul writes in Romans 5:5, “God pours….”  

…God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 











      (Romans 5:5b)

You and I can’t “ramp” this love up by ourselves.  You can’t “ramp” this love up for God.  You can’t manufacture it.  God puts His love into our hearts so we can love Him and love one another.  And may I suggest to you when you love your neighbor, you will be liberated, truly, from sinful coveting against your neighbor.  You love them too much.  

Loving.  Let your prayer be, “God, fill me with Your love.  Fill me with Your love!  Fill me with Your love, God.”   And you wait and believe, and He’ll fill you.  

How many know that you have love tanks and they have a big hole at the bottom and it just keeps running out.  We have to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit.  If you’re continually filled with the Holy Spirit, you’re continually filled with the love of God because that love comes by the Holy Spirit who He gives us.  

Here’s a second way that you walk in grace—you live in grace.

2) Seeking:  Matthew 6:33, Jesus says that He will provide everything necessary for a rich full life.  He’ll provide everything necessary for a rich full life to those who seek His sovereign reign.  “God, I want Your reign in my life.  Your Kingdom come; Your Will be done.”  

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 









     (Matthew 6:33)

Up front!  It’s a guarantee!  “I will meet all of your needs!”  Therefore, I think, if we are Kingdom seekers (and as such now we will have everything) and if we have everything, we have no need to covet.  Seems simple to me!  Tempted to covet?  Seek His Kingdom.  Tempted to covet?  Seek His Kingdom and His righteousness.  

Here’s a third way.

3)  Feeding—feeding.  Jesus also said to His own, 

35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.   




           (John 6:35)

As the “Bread of Life” we are to “feed” on Him.  “How in the world do I feed on Jesus?”  Through His Word—sitting down and reading, meditating, memorizing.  Hiding God’s Word in my heart that I might not what?  Sin against Him.  

11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 12 Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees.       




            (Psalm 119:11-12)

Feeding on His Word.  Fill my mind with the truth.  He says over in Romans 12,

2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will. 








      (Romans 12:2)

There’s a transformation that happens in our life.  Proverbs says, “As a man thinks, so is he.”—feeding on Him.

7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.   



     (Proverbs 23:7 NKJV)

He says,

"I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.   




           



           (John 6:35)

To be full of Jesus is to be in the state where covetousness simply is out of mind.  It just doesn’t occur to you.  You see but when you’re empty, when you’re empty, what are you going to be doing?  You’re going to be coveting—coveting all kinds of things.  

Here’s another one.

4) Contenting—contenting.  We must make sure that we are actively contenting our souls with Jesus and with whatever He chooses to provide at any given moment.  “I’m not happy with what You’ve provided, Jesus.  I want more than this.”  Nooo, learn to be content with Him and whatever He’s chosen to provide at any given moment.  Because why?  You are learning to trust Him.  “I trust You.”  I don’t trust me, and I don’t trust my heart.  My heart can just go whack-o if I let it.  

You see, content souls do not covet. Content souls do not covet!  

Again Jesus says in John 4:14,

14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."  


           (John 4:14)

Oh my!  Gives you a whole hope and a future.  Those, like Paul, who have learned Jesus’ way…they too will testify,

1 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances 








 (Philippians 4:11)

Further, they assure us,

19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 











 (Philippians 4:19)

And finally, they will state categorically,

6 But godliness with contentment is great (What?) gain. 


    (1 Timothy 6:6)

Great gain!

Here’s another way that you walk in grace:  

5) Coveting.  “Wait a minute!  We’re not supposed to covet!”  Ahhhhh, there’s a positive kind of coveting, if you will—a proper coveting that is the answer to sinful coveting.  

*First, there is the proper coveting for yourself.  You can covet for yourself.  There is a proper kind of coveting for self.  Paul urges us in 1 Corinthians 12—he says,

31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. 




       (1 Corinthians 12:31)

Eagerly desire the greater gifts!  There is something that is legitimate to desire and hunger after.  We must covet not for other people’s giftings, but to grow in the gifts that God has given each one of us—and then to long for even greater gifts.  

Jesus will tell us in Matthew 5:6, He said that we should 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 












       (Matthew 5:6)

“God, I’m not satisfied with where I am spiritually.  I want to be more righteous.  I want to grow in righteousness.  I hunger and thirst for righteousness.”  You see, that in my mind is kind of a proper coveting for yourself.

*But secondly, there is a coveting that is good for others.  We can covet for others through our prayers.  Ever think about that?  We can pray coveting prayers for our friends, for our brothers and sisters.  We can prayerfully covet the best for them—for blessings in their lives.  “God, bless them with wealth.  Bless them with possessions.  Lord, bless them with people.  Bless them with position.  Bless them with accomplishments.  Lord, bless them in their spirituality.”  Pray that God would expand their life.  Pray for the prosperity of our brothers and sisters.  Pray that their marriages will be blessed!  That their position and their influence would increase.  “God, increase their influence, increase their position!  Bless their marriage.  Grant them favor at every turn, Lord—Lord, that they would accomplish great things.  Lord, cause them to grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ.”  

See, we can covet for others in a proper way, couldn’t we?  And if we’re coveting for others in a proper way, do you think that that would keep us from coveting in an improper way toward them?  Absolutely.  Absolutely!

Beloved, I suggest to you, the Bible is true.  Coveting is one of the most obscure sins.  We don’t talk about it much.  It’s easier to talk about the big ones.  It’s imperative that we talk about this one.  It’s imperative that we understand this.  I think it’s interesting that God saved this one for the last, the 10th.  It’s kind of a summary and a catchall because we tend to focus on boom, boom, boom, boom, boom.  And He says, “Oh, and by the way, your heart…the battle is in your heart.  The battle is in your mind.  Guard that for it is the wellspring of life!  If you guard that, you will find your life growing in righteousness.”  Amen?  (Amen.)
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