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We are going to finish the 20th chapter of the book of Exodus, kind of make a summation of the Ten Commandments, and also look at five other things that God wanted to teach His people as He gave them His law—five very, very important principles that would govern their lives and govern their perspective as they sought to live out the reality of His will for them. 

In verse 18 of chapter 20 of the book of Exodus:

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear.  {Who would tremble in fear if they saw that? Absolutely!  All of us!) They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die." 

20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning." 

21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 

22 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold. 

24 "'Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you. 25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it.'                                                                        (Exodus 20:18-26)

You know how things can get away from you?  Time can get away from you?  We’ve been studying the Ten Commandments for three months!  Can you believe that?  We’ve been taking each commandment, one a week roughly, and we’ve been in the Ten Commandments for approximately three months!  I was sitting pondering that this week and thinking it just seemed like a couple of weeks, didn’t it?  Time flies when you’re having such a good time in the Word of God.  However, I think some reflections are important for us as we consider what we have studied.  

I believe that it’s important for us to remember that the Ten Commandments should not be understood as isolated moral precepts.  This is not just for our personal morality.  They should not be understood as simply instructions for personal piety.  This is what we do.  We will adopt these commandments, we will look at them, and we will make them the measure of our own spiritual existence.  We focus on the commandments themselves.  They become the precepts by which we live our lives.  In other words, we find ourselves living by the “letter of the law.”  

Nor should they be understood, and I think you will all understand this, as commands in order for people to win God’s favor.  Amen to that one?  You see, the Ten Commandments were given in a historical and redemptive context, and they must be understood, first and foremost, in that context.  They were given to Israel—a certain context, it was a redemptive context.  They were given by a saving God to a recently saved people whom He had a national purpose.  God had a purpose for them.  He called them into existence, raised them up, preserved them, grew them up in Egypt for 400 years, delivered them from slavery in Egypt because He had a purpose for them.  These commandments are given, then, to a people already redeemed, not so that they might be redeemed.  

Again, the tendency of people is to look at God’s commands, look at God’s law, look at these principles solely as the means by which we are redeemed or that we stay redeemed.  They become issues of personal piety.  As God’s redeemed people, His special possession, the Israelites must know what He requires of them.  “I have saved you.  I have saved you for a purpose, and this is what I require of you.”    

Now when you read the passage, and we read these various passages where God speaks to Israel, the personal pronoun “you” is always in the plural form.  He’s speaking to them as a community, just as He speaks to the church as a community.  We are bound together in the bond of love.  We are one in the Spirit.  Isn’t that true?  This is what the Bible describes.  None of us, and this is God’s intent for Israel, was to isolate themselves out and see themselves as individualistically, and so also the church.  We must see ourselves as part of a corporate entity, a body.  That’s the metaphor, one of the chief metaphors that the New Testament uses to describe the church.  We are a body.  All of us are part of that body.  And if the body is to function as God intended, then all the parts have to be participating and functioning with the same goal and the same purpose in mind.  Does that make sense?  And these laws that God gives His people, that we look at and we read and we study and we say “Amen” to, they’re not a means for us to gain some sense of personal spirituality.  

They’re designed to give us an identity.  This is who we are!  This is the kind of people, this is our God and He is represented, His character is represented by these laws, and this is the kind of God that we represent.  You see, being an Israelite was not a matter of simply private and personal piety.  They just weren’t entities unto themselves—they’re part of a larger environment and that is the nation, the community, if you will, of God’s people.  Being an Israelite had vertical and horizontal dimensions.   Being a member of the church has vertical and horizontal dimensions—and obedience to God is required in both of those dimensions.  That vertical dimension is the relationship with God.  They were to be devoted to God as a whole.  You and I are to be devoted to God.  We’re to be rightly related to God.  And also there’s a horizontal dimension that they were to reach out and love one another, as we are also. 

You see, if the Israelites cannot behave properly towards their God, and treat each other as special people as God treated them, how could they ever be a light to the Gentiles?  Our mission is no different than their mission.  Our mission is to be a light to the world.  We have a privilege, in our congregation, of being physically housed on the highest place in the South Bay!  We are a light on a hill, literally!  And our prayer should continually be, “Lord, let us be a brighter and brighter and brighter light in this community!”  

How could the Israelites, or how could we for that matter, ever be a kingdom of priests in a world that does not know the true God?  We have a tremendous privilege in terms of mission.  We’re not Christians, we didn’t get saved just for our own little lives, our own little personal kingdoms.  God saved us, incorporated us into a body to fulfill His mission.  We know that that’s the Great Commission, making disciples.  We know that we have a cultural mandate, even from the book of Genesis, to fill this world and to influence this world for the Kingdom.  

The Ten Commandments were not meant to make the Israelites “nice people”.  They were meant to give them an identity.  They were meant to give them a cohesion, a unity.  They were meant to give them a lifestyle, if you will, that would make them agents of world change, image-bearers of God, to be a light to the nations.  They were to be characteristically different from all the peoples around them, and, as a nation, embrace God’s truth, as they embrace God’s Word, as they embrace God’s laws – and you can only really do that fully as a community.   

You can try very hard to live a spiritual life and obey God as an isolated entity, can’t you?  But how much better is it, and how much more facile is it if you are to do it in the context of community?  Does that make sense?  This is why we are constantly urging people to be in a group, be in a small group!  Church on the weekend in a large congregational meeting is only half the church.  The other half is in community, small community, where you’re known and where you’re getting to know others; where you’re learning to grow, where- you’re learning to be accountable; when you’re learning to serve, when you’re learning to do what Jesus says is “to love one another, to encourage one another, to consider how we might incite one another on to love and good deeds”.  All these things happen in the context of community.  Learning to be devoted to God, learning to live as a body of believers devoted to God and devoted to one another, you can only do that in community.  

So, again, if we just look at the Ten Commandments as isolated principles for us to just kind of live out, and we tick them off, “Well, I’m not an adulterer.  I’m not a murderer, etc., etc., etc.,” that’s not why God gave the law!  He gave it so that His people would have an identity!  You and I have a distinct identity as Christians, and God means for the world to see that.  We are the bearers of His image.  We are the bearers of the very Spirit of God who dwells within us (not only individually but corporately).  You see, the Ten Commandments really are a means to that end—that the world might know who God is.  

God’s law was to be followed not so that individuals can show their own individual personal worth before God, and certainly not so that they could either earn or even secure their salvation, but so that God’s people could show the world the kind of God they worship.  That’s what we are about!  We want the world to see!  We want the world to take note of the church, not to marginalize the church, but to see that Christian people are terrifically changed and dynamic and powerful people.  We are the bearers not only of the image of God but we are the bearers of the Spirit of God and the very resonant power of God!  We bring the power of God to bear into a world, into a culture, as we pray, as we walk with God, as a community of people supporting one another—and the world watches. 

See, right now the world mocks us because we have fallen into the trap of using worldly weapons: political expediencies, marches, all manner of worldly weapons, rather than the church corporately.  We’re going to engage this in two weeks.  We’re going to engage a 24-hour period when we’re going to come together as a congregation, and we’re going to pray!  We’re going to say, “God, move in our midst!  Tear down walls.  LORD, cause our light to shine brightly in this community!”  We’re going to underscore, if you will, our identity as the unique people of God.  

Too often we use the Ten Commandments as a basis by which to judge the personal morality of others.  The church can be very critical, very judgmental.  And again, the danger of teaching the laws is that we begin to look at the laws, and we begin to look at each other and say, “Aha!  See, you’re not keeping the law!”  It’s much easier to point it out to somebody else than in our life, right?  I can see it much more easily in you.  Jesus says, you know, before you try to remove the speck in your brother’s eye, remove the…what?  (The log)  - the log out of your eye!  

3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.                                                                   










   (Matthew 7:3-5)
Judit so marvelously said it this morning!  She realized that, in this Titus thing, it wasn’t her husband who had to change!  Her!  Even though she thinks she was perfect.  (
You see, to use the Ten Commandments as a basis by which we judge the personal morality of others… this is bad enough when we do it with respect to one another in the church; it’s even worse when we judge the people outside the family of God!  Paul is very specific.  He says we are not to judge unbelievers!  They don’t know!  The Bible says, like all of us before we became believers, and all of us would testify to this, the difference between being an unbeliever and a believer now is like night and day, isn’t it?  You reflect back on the days when you weren’t a believer and now you say, “How could I not see this?” Well, the Bible tells us we were blind!  We literally had scales on our eyes, spiritual scales.  We couldn’t see!  The truth can be right in front of you!  

I just finished my “Discovering Hope” class this last Wednesday night, and we had a number of students from South High who were in the class.  One of the teachers is a believer and has been evangelizing these kids.  One of the young guys (and this guy is a bright, sharp young guy.  He came to every single class, all seven classes, sat there, listened, came up, asked me questions afterwards….) So at the end of the class, Tom, who’s the teacher, asked him, “So what do you think?  Are you ready to commit your life to Jesus Christ?”  And this young fellow said, “Well, you know, there’s no intellectual, logical reason why not to.”  He couldn’t argue.  There’s no reason not to!  And he’s a brilliant kid!  But he couldn’t make that step, and he couldn’t tell you why!  You see, it requires the Spirit of God to work a miracle in you!  So you and I, looking back, we think, “I was blind!  But now I see!  It’s so clear to me now!”  Am I making sense?

You see, we’re not to judge those who are not believers, but very often, tragically, when we look at the commandments of God we end up doing that.  You see, there’s a subtle, underlying sense that it should be absolutely normal for Americans to be ready, willing and able to keep the Ten Commandments because we’re Americans!  We should have the Ten Commandments in all the schools.  We should have the Ten Commandments in all the public buildings.  We should have the Ten Commandments everywhere…as if it would really, truly make a difference to non-believers.  Guess what?  It doesn’t make a difference!  It’s misguided.  I am not surprised at the condition of lawlessness in our society today.  I am not surprised, albeit saddened, when those who do not claim the name of Jesus, or perhaps do so only nominally; when they break the commandments, I’m not surprised.  I’m saddened.  Frankly, breaking those laws is the least of their worries.  

Beloved, we should never wonder when God’s law is broken by people who were never intended to keep it in the first place.  When you think through the logic of that statement, you’ll understand.  It may sound alarming, but the reality is, people break His laws who were never intended to keep it in the first place. And when we rebuke those individuals for doing so, are we not sending the wrong Gospel message (note this please): that being right with God is primarily a matter of proper conduct?!  Are we not contrary to the place of the law in both the Old and New Testaments, in effect putting the cart before the horse?  We are saying to these people that God demands a high moral standard apart from the work of Jesus Christ.  We’re saying to them that proper behavior is what makes us right with God!!

You see, when you emphasize the law, when you emphasize the law, when you emphasize the law you are effectively making a statement that obviates the need for Jesus Christ!  It’s just proper behavior.  It’s just good behavior.  It’s obeying the commandments.  I was raised that way!  Obey the Ten Commandments, keep the church rules and laws, and if you die, you go to heaven!  You can’t live that way because we fail every single day!  Even those of us who are believers!  Isn’t that true?  

There’s not a one of us that keeps God’s law perfectly every single day—and yet that’s what God’s law commands of us.  Paul says we’re not under law; we’re under grace.  We’re not under the law; we’re not under the condemnation and the burden of the law.  The law says, “Obey me!   Obey me!  Obey me!  Obey me perfectly every day, and if you don’t, I condemn you!”  But thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us from the curse of the law.  So, therefore, there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. 

8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.


     (Romans 8:1-4) 

God’s law is important, but we’ve been released from the law, that we serve no longer in the way of the letter of the law, but we serve in the new way of the Spirit!   

Proper behavior is NOT what makes people right with God!  The opposite is true!  Apart from being “in Christ”, Paul’s favorite expression, apart from being “in Christ” first, we are incapable of good works that please God!  Absolutely incapable!  But, that legalistic, “pull yourself up by your moral boot straps” theology is only too natural for human beings.  It is our nature!  It is our prideful nature.  We see it in our kids right from early get-go!  “I want to do it!  I want to do it!  I want to do it!  I can do it myself!”  How many have a difficult time asking for help?  And you know, and I know, why do we have a difficult time asking for help?   Because pride gets in our way.  We don’t want to look weak!  We don’t want to look inept!  And this is the truth in terms of our spirituality.  We would much rather prove ourselves to God, climb this ladder of works, exercise our way to heaven, if you will, prove our worth to God based on our own efforts in keeping His laws, than to ever say, “I can’t do it!  Help me, God”.  

That’s why, I submit to you, the vast majority of us never really come to Christ until we’ve found ourselves in a place of absolute desperation…where we have no hope.  We are bereft of any kind of hope, personally, humanly, and we cry out, “HELP!!!”  It’s like when you’re drowning and you’re going down for the third time.  You know this is over, and now you say, “Okay God!  Help!?”  It takes us to that extremity!  

Expecting unbelievers to keep God’s law, or even to respect it, blurs the sharp divide between those who are God’s people and those who are not.  Non-believers will pay lip service at best to God’s law.  At best they will pay lip service to God, but you watch their life, you listen to their words, you listen to their philosophy of life, if you will, and it is all about them doing their thing!  They don’t need Jesus.  Even if they can keep the law in an external, superficial way, this is not to say that they do what really matters, which is to keep the law in a manner pleasing to God.  

To single out the Ten Commandments and to set them up as a standard of conduct for unbelievers (or in general the American society and culture) indicates not only a misunderstanding of the purpose of the Ten Commandments but it evidences a misunderstanding of the Good News itself.  Jesus died and rose to provide another way, a better way…a better way!  And Beloved, you and I should do nothing to make that way obscure.  We have good news to tell people.  We have Good News to tell people!  “Jesus died for you!”  And we don’t know if they’re going to respond.  We don’t know if they’ll respond to the Good News.  Our job is to announce it.  Our job is to announce the Good News—not to tell people they must keep God’s law as a measure of their spirituality.  You and I walk after the Spirit.  You and I, we’re admonished in Galatians chapter 5, to walk after the Spirit.   

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.            


 (Gal. 5:25)

In Ephesians chapter 5, we’re told to be kept filled with the Spirit. 

 Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ                                         
       (Eph. 5:18-20)

And Paul says in Romans, chapter 7 and chapter 8, what life in the Spirit is about.  (Editor’s Note:  A copy of Romans 7:1-8:39 is available to read at the end of the sermon.)

That we keep the Spirit of the law…that simply means that, because now we are born again, we are indwelt by His Spirit.  We are new creations.  We have a bent now towards God, the genuine God, not some manufactured god.  Religious people typically are idolaters.  You could be raised in a Christian culture, not be a Christian truly, not be born again...you could be raised in a Christian culture, think you believe in the God of the Bible, and not actually believe in the God of the Bible because you don’t know Him.  

Most of us believed in God.  But if I were to ask you to describe the God you believed in, you couldn’t do it!  “Well, you know, the ‘guy upstairs.’  You know, God.”    Well, tell me about God!  “Well, He’s God!”  It’s only when you come to know Him that you can begin to describe Him and describe His Will for your life.  And so, when you’re born again, the Spirit of God lives in you, and He gives you an appetite to know Him.  He gives you a desire to know Him.  In fact, He gives you the very love to love Him with!  He gives you everything you need for life and godliness.  He provides it because He loves you so much, because He knows we’re so bereft of any resource whatsoever in and of ourselves.   

So now we have a bent towards Him.  We have an inclination now towards Him (albeit in some people it may be very slight).  But nonetheless, He grows us, He disciplines us, He trains us.  It’s God working in our life!  This is the miracle of being a Christian and experiencing a transformed life.  It’s not a matter of me keeping a bunch of rules!  It’s a matter now of me saying and coming to grips with “God, thank You!!” and releasing more of my life to Him—just releasing myself more to Him.  And the more I release myself to Him, the more – Jesus says what?  “Remain in Me.  Abide in Me. As the branch remains in the vine cannot abide by itself, so also you.”  

4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.                                    
(John 15:4)

As I remain in Him, His life in me miraculously, powerfully causes all the righteous requirements of the law to be fully met in me.  I no longer live according to the sinful nature, but I live according to the Spirit—Romans 8:4.  

3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

        (Romans 8:4)

So I think it is important for us to have some clear thoughts about our perspective on the Ten Commandments—what we do with them, how we relate to them…it’s by the Spirit.  It’s by the Spirit; it’s not the letter of the law.  We don’t judge each other…we don’t judge those outside by the letter of the law.  

It’s imperative that we understand that we have an identity as a community, as God fully intended.  It’s imperative that we understand that we love one another with the love that God gives us.  We encourage one another; we spur one another on.  At points, sometimes, we need to rebuke or discipline one another, but nonetheless, we do so as a family…as a family.  We are always moving forward as a family.  Amen?

Now, with respect to the giving of the Ten Commandments, when God gave the Ten Commandments, He also gave them, in that context of giving them, He wanted them to learn five things.  He had five very, very important lessons to teach them.  These lessons are also applicable for our lives and for our experience. 

1)

The first thing is that He wanted them to learn (in fact He wanted to reveal and He did reveal to them) His glorious majesty and His holiness.  The idea was to show them that a great gulf existed between Himself and them.  You cannot treat God casually.  He is not some celestial chum.  He’s not our butler that we can snap our fingers, and He shows up.  He is not the genie in the bottle.  He is God!  It’s very, very important that people have proper perspective of who He is and who we are.  

He does this just in the scene there at Mount Sinai.  You remember what happened?  His holy presence descended to the top of Mount Sinai in what was probably the most spectacular sound and light show any human being could ever have experienced.  Thunder, lightning, the mountain quaking, a constant blaring of that trumpet!!!  A nonstop!!!  We don’t know how long it went on for.  It wasn’t just for a couple of minutes.  It just went on and on and on enough to grip the hearts of all these people—these two million-plus people who were out on the plain before that mountain!  

And those people reacted just as anybody would.  They withdrew from the foot of the mountain.  They backed away.  They shied away.  They shrank back from God’s holy presence.  Why?  Because they feared for their lives!  This was terrifying!  The ground is shaking, the mountain is shaking, smoke is billowing up!  Fire!  This loud trumpet blasts.  The people are going, “OOOOOHHHHHH” and they’re backing away in fear.  Fear, lest the holy presence of God strike out at them and kill them.  They are beginning to get a sense, a beginning awareness of His holiness and their sinfulness—the great gulf between the presence of God and their own sinful human nature.  They sensed the deep, terrifying distance between the majesty and the holiness of God’s person and their own human condition…a condition of weakness, failure, shortcomings, sinfulness.    

You see, you have to come to that place before you can begin to know God.  You just have to come to that place.  They knew that the very majesty of God being displayed on the mountain that they were witnessing that day could indeed strike them dead at any moment. Hence, they shrank back and withdrew.  

This was the very point that God wanted to convey to His people in this whole display—this was the point of the display...that He is the very essence of majesty, glory and holiness, that there is a great gulf, a chasm, an abyss, a terrifying separation between Himself and man, between what He himself is and what man is.  And because He is majestic and holy, the very words that He would speak, the very commands that He would give were likewise glorious, majestic and holy.  

The Commandments were the very expression of His being, the very expression of His character…His holy character.  And if the Israelites were to reveal Him to the world, they would have to reflect His holy character.  The people were to obey God’s law or else face the terrifying glory and holiness of God as a people—not individually—as a people!  We have a collective identity, and they were to present that identity.  

So first, God presents His holiness to them.  He wants them to know who He is and who they are.  He wants them to know that His words reflect His character and that they also are to reflect His character by keeping His words.

2)

The second thing God wanted to reveal was their need for a mediator, for a person who could approach God on their behalf.  They had heard the voice of God.  In the book of Deuteronomy, in chapter 5 verse 4, there is a suggestion, clearly, that God spoke to the people face-to-face out of the fire on the mountain.  They heard his voice.   

4 The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the mountain.               (Deuteronomy 5:4)

In verses 22-27, listen to these verses, Moses again, reiterating that event to the people at the second time that he gives them the law, the next generation, he says, 

22 These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud voice to your whole assembly there on the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 

23 When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was ablaze with fire, all the leading men of your tribes and your elders came to me. 24 And you said, "The LORD our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire. Today we have seen that a man can live even if God speaks with him. 25 But now, why should we die? This great fire will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the LORD our God any longer. 26 For what mortal man has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? (So Moses, you go) 27 Go near and listen to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us whatever the LORD our God tells you. We will listen and obey."                                     (Deuteronomy 5:22-27)

You see, two terrifying things were happening.  One was that the people witnessed the awesome sight of God’s glory and majesty.  Secondly, they actually heard His voice declare the Ten Commandments!  It resulted in terror in their lives!  Struck with this deep sense of fear and unworthiness, they became keenly aware of the vast difference between God and themselves.  They were so aware of that difference; they did not want to go to God.  They did not want God to speak directly to them anymore.  They obviously feared that God would strike out in judgment on them.  The point is this – they sensed the need for a mediator.  “You go.  You go!”  

I’ve had people do that, too.  “Can you go talk to Pastor for me?  I don’t want to go talk to him.   You know him better!”  No, no no – you go!  

They wanted a person to represent them to God. They wanted Moses, God’s appointed messenger/mediator, to approach God, receive God’s message, bring back the word of God to them, and they promised to listen and they promised to – what? - Obey.  This great sense, this great need for a mediator led to one of the greatest promises of scripture.  The promise of God’s perfect mediator – the LORD Jesus Christ.  As God’s perfect mediator, Jesus Christ would stand before God for all of His people for all ages.  In Deuteronomy 18, Moses even prophesied to this effect.  This is a marvelous prophecy.  Listen to what Moses says. 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die." 

17 The LORD said to me: "What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.                                                                                              (Deuteronomy 18:15-17)

Who do you think that prophet might be that God would ultimately raise up?  Jesus!  Jesus!  Moses prophesies to that effect—answering their request for a mediator.  There is going to be one ultimate mediator who God would raise up to represent all of His people to God, and that would be Jesus Christ!  The point is, we need a mediator. 

1 Timothy, chapter 2:5-6, Paul writes this: 

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men — the testimony given in its proper time.                   (1 Tim 2:5-6)

Jesus came at the appointed time, at the proper time.  Moses prophesied this way back to that second generation of Israel—and Jesus fulfilled that prophecy.    

Hebrews, chapter 7:25 – I love this verse!  

25 Therefore he (meaning Jesus) is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them




      (Hebrews 7:25)

Jesus’ role is to make intercession.  Jesus’ role is to be the mediator.  Jesus’ role is to be the go-between; Jesus’ role is to make the way open.  His words, Himself, in John 14:6

    I am the Way and the Truth and the Life; no man can come to the Father but through Me.  

Christianity is very exclusive because Jesus is very exclusive because God is very exclusive.  That’s the reality of things.  

So first, God wanted the people to realize the great gulf between He and them.  Secondly, He wanted them to realize that they needed a mediator.  They could not approach Him themselves because of their sinful condition. 

3)

Third thing – the occasion of the giving of the Ten Commandments was also to test the people:  

Exodus 20:20.  The people are terrified.  Moses says to them, 

20 … "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, (Why?  Why has God come to test us?) so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning. 


      (Exodus 20:20)

Notice what he says, “Don’t be afraid, but fear God.” Don’t be afraid, but fear God! Is there a difference there?  Yes!  Absolutely!  Two different words for fear are used in these passages, two different ideas of fear, two kinds of fear.  

The first one, in verse 18, is a tormenting fear.  

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. 





     (Exodus 20:18)

A fear that just torments you, that defeats you.  A fear that would keep you from acting and doing what you should.  All of us understand that fear!  “I’m afraid.  I’m afraid.  I’m afraid!”  We find ourselves slinking back. “I’m afraid.  I’m afraid.”  He says, “Don’t be afraid like that!  God has come to test you, not to destroy you.”  But fear God!  Here’s the second kind of fear that he speaks of.  It’s a respectful, honoring fear—the fear of God that rouses a person to reverence and obey God.  

I don’t want my son to be “afraid” of me; I want him to “fear” me.  I taught him to grow up with a healthy respect of his father, a respect that would rouse him to do what is right, not to live in fear of me.  The analogy breaks down, obviously.  It doesn’t always do full justice to the ideal, but you get the idea.   

Moses encouraged the people not to be gripped with a tormenting fear of God.  God was not out to destroy them.  He was out to test them.  Remember what the people had said earlier, “Moses, you go and get God’s word and bring it back to us.  We will listen and we will…” – what?  (Obey)  So He is going to test them!  

He is going to test them to see, 1) if they would indeed obey Him, that they would truly walk in the fear and the reverence of God.  He’d just given them the Ten Commandments.  “Now are they going to walk in the light of this word that I Am giving them?”  He had given them a glimpse, if you will, of His glory, of His majesty, of His power, of His terrifying power!  Would they keep the sight of that in the forefront of their minds, and would that incite them to obey His commands?  

2), He would test them to see if they would trust the mediator.  Is it important to trust the mediator?  Absolutely!  And we will see again and again and again!  We’ve already seen some examples of it earlier on in the Book of Exodus.  We will see more examples as we study through these books of how they distrust Moses, how they complain against Moses.  

We have a great mediator.  Is it important for us to trust the mediator?  Yeah!  You have to trust him fully!!  Now the question is, did Israel pass the test of God?  How many have read ahead?  A number of you have read ahead.  Those of you who read ahead, did Israel pass God’s test?  (No)  No.  No!  

Tragically, they did what so many people have done down through the ages – promised to obey and failed to follow through…promised to obey and failed to follow through.  Somebody said the road of life is littered with good intentions.  “Oh, I’ll do it!  I’ll do it!!  I’ll do it!!!”  And somehow, they don’t.  Many have rejected God.  Many have rejected God and refused to walk in the fear or the reverence of God.  Many have disobeyed the Ten Commandments living in sin.  Many have rejected God’s appointed mediator, the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Israel wasn’t doing well.  Obedience.  Again, from the Book of Deuteronomy11: 26, God says, 

26 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse (this is marvelous – God says “I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse – I’m setting a table for you!”) — 27 the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.                                       (Deuteronomy 11:26-28)

It’s very simple. Blessing - curse.  If you obey Me, you get blessed.  If you disobey Me, you get cursed.  In Deuteronomy 13:4,

It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.                                         

          (Deuteronomy 13:4)

Now remember, God is speaking to the community.  There’s a community identity…the whole community.  We encourage each other on. We encourage each other on.  We keep encouraging each other on!  Joshua 24:24,

24 And the people said to Joshua (The community said to Joshua), "We will serve the LORD our God and (we will what?) obey him. 





       (Joshua 24:24)

You see, he called them.  He called them!  He said, “You choose today whom you will serve.  As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”  

15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."








                  (Joshua 24:15)

Who are you going to serve?  Are you going to join us?  Are we going to be together in this?  And the people responded in the affirmative.  1 Samuel 15:22:  To obey is better than to sacrifice.

22 But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.                              






  (1 Samuel 15:22)

That’s the principle: to obey is better than sacrifice! 

1 Peter 4:17, 

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God;              
               (1Peter 4:17a)

God disciplines His own first.   

and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  












       (1Peter 4:17b)

4)

The fourth thing that God wanted to teach His people is that He alone is the LORD.  He wanted to cement this reality, this truth, into the deepest part of their being.  He alone is the LORD!  He alone has truly revealed Himself, has truly spoken to them from heaven.  All the gods of Egypt that they had known about and had, no doubt, experienced and probably participated in pagan worship while they were 400 years in Egypt…all those gods were powerless!  They could do nothing against the plagues that God visited on Egypt!  They were false gods!  They couldn’t speak!  They were called “dumb idols.”  Couldn’t speak!  Just rocks, wood!  

The ancient world was immersed in idolatry.  Egypt itself was a hotbed of idolatry from which God had rescued Israel.  The point is, God had revealed Himself powerfully and personally on Mount Sinai.  He had revealed His words.  He had spoken personally to His people to prove that He alone is the LORD, and He is the only one who can save, the only One that can redeem; therefore, man must obey Him, be devoted to Him.  Nobody else can do what He can do!  His very name, Yahweh, translated from the Greek LORD, means very simply Redeemer, Savior, Salvation, Redemption, etc.   There is only one true God.  Exodus 19:5-6, again reiterating these principles.  He says, 

 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.            (Exodus 19:5-6)

“If you will obey Me, you will demonstrate that you are My people.  You will be a treasured possession to represent Me to all the nations.”  

1Samuel 12:15 says, 

15 But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  (Speaking about that previous generation.)                                             

    








(1Samuel 12:15) 

Jesus puts it very simply this way,  

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 



     (Matthew 7:21)

You see, there’s only one God.  There’s not multiple gods.  There’s only one God!  And He’s taken the initiative to reveal Himself in power and glory and, most particularly, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!  Undeniable!  People may want to debate that, but it happened!  It’s a historical event!  Which God are we going to follow?

5)

And the fifth and last thing that God also wanted to teach was how He was to be approached, how He was to be worshiped.  In the specifics, with respect to that initial generation, but there are principles out of which we can extract to apply to our own worship and how we approach God.  We can only approach God one way, can’t we?  Through Jesus by faith.  

There are three things that these instructions, verses 23-26, that God spells out.  

First, there was to be no idolatry in worship.  This theme of “no idolatry” will come up again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again.  You will only see two references to the Ten Commandments: Exodus chapter 20 and Deuteronomy chapter 5.  And through the whole rest of the Old Testament and on even into the New Testament, you will only see maybe a handful of spotty references to some of the Ten Commandments.  You say, “But I thought the Ten Commandments were so important.”  They are!   But the point is, the real one, the most important thing is the issue of idolatry—that vertical relationship with God!  And again and again and again and again and again, even on into the New Testament, God warns against idolatry.  So He underscores that here in this particular passage.  There is only one true living God and Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  He alone is to be worship.  

The second thing is worship is not to be ostentatious.  It’s not to be flashy!  It’s not to be showy.  We think we do God a service when we make our worship flashy.  I’m not talking about just the corporate worship here.  I’m not talking about how we sing our songs, although it can certainly be inclusive of that.  It’s do you follow God’s design for worship or do you invent your own way to worship God, thinking that you can improve on what God said to do to worship Him?  Verse 24, He puts it very simply, 

24 "'Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you.   






      (Exodus 20:24)

The altar upon which they were to offer their sacrifices was to be made of the plainest, simplest material of all.  What was that?  Dirt.  Simple dirt.  “Well God, can’t we improve on that?  Can’t we make that somehow better than just simple old dirt?”  “No,” He says, “Whenever you worship Me, find a mound of dirt and there you sacrifice, make your sacrifices.”  Simple.  Simple!  

The altar of earth was to be a temporary center of worship until the tabernacle would be erected, and even the tabernacle itself was a simple environment for worship.  Note that if an altar of stone were to be built, what kind of stones were to be used?  Only undressed stones, unprepared stones.  Stones were not to be touched by any tool of man.  God says, “If you do that, then you defile these stones.”  

25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it.'                                        






 (Exodus 20:25-26)

“Well, God, can’t we just shape the stones, can’t we just square them off and make it a nice…you know.”  “No,” He says, “You can’t improve upon My design.”  “Well, they’re just ol' plain stones.”  “No, they’re more than just plain stones; they’re stones I made.  Just pile some of them up.  That’ll be sufficient.  I don’t require any more than that because I want your….” What?  “I want your heart!!!  I don’t want you to make some fancy altar.  I want your heart, and I want your faithful obedience to follow My instructions.”  

We’re always wanting to improve on God’s instructions, aren’t we?  Even back in the garden, right?  The woman said, “Well, we’re not to eat of it, nor are we supposed to touch it.”  We want to add something!  

The point is that nothing man can do can enhance God’s design for worship.  Indeed, anything that we add only tends to distract and/or detract from simple, pure worship of God.  No distraction…just simple.  Not so much focused on the form, although God gives us a simple form, we’re focused on Him.  

The third thing that He wanted to teach them was that worship was to involve no disrespectful behavior.  The altar was to have no steps—verse 26,

26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it.'    (Exodus 20:26)

In ancient times, it was the common practice to build high altars with steps leading up to the top of the altar.  As the priests would climb up those steps to the altar, his nakedness was often exposed to the people standing at the bottom of the altar.  And part of ancient practices, this is across the board, ancient pagan worship, nudity and sexuality were always part of ancient idolatrous practices.  If you study ancient Near Eastern history, and you study the religions of the ancient Near East, you see that they were immersed in immorality.  

In Romans, chapter 1, Paul connects idolatry with immorality all the time.  

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen. 

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 

(Romans 1:21-27)

Whenever the person is an idolater, you look at their life, and it’s going to be an immoral lifestyle.  That’s why, when you come to God, God gives you a whole new lifestyle.  That’s the essence of being part of His community, His family.  He changes people.  

But these priests would go up on these high steps on these altars to offer their sacrifices, and they would be naked before all the people.  God says, “I don’t want this going on in My worship.”  Our worship is to be totally different from that of the pagans around you—no disrespectful behavior, no immoral behavior.  

Now note this, the steps on the high altars, God forbids this for another reason, and these are principles that are applicable for us.  There are four of them.  God forbids these high altars because:  

First, man cannot climb up in his own righteousness.  Typically pagan priests would climb up in their own righteousness.  They would go through extensive rituals and climb up these altars in their own righteousness.  Man has no righteousness to offer to God whatsoever, hence, no stairs, no steps.   

Secondly, God forbid it because man cannot ascend up to God.  God has to descend to man.   God has to reveal Himself to man.  He has to reveal Himself to each one of us.  You and I can’t know Him without Him first revealing Himself to us.  

Thirdly, God forbids the stairs because man cannot climb up and break through into the spiritual realm of heaven by himself.  God has to enter the physical world.  It’s always God taking the initiative, always God breaking in, always God doing it.  

You may be here this morning, and you’re not a Christian yet.  You’re hearing these words and they’re amazing words to you but you’re saying, “Wait a minute.  Wait a minute!  I want God in my life.”  Then you know what you do?  You’ve heard the words.  Now it’s incumbent upon you to say, “God, come into my life.”   God has already begun the process of revealing Himself to you and how He works in a person’s life.  “God, come into my life.  Make me part of this community, this family of Yours called the church.  Save me!”  You can’t get to God on your own.  

Fourthly, man cannot climb man-made stairs and reach God.  Lots of man-made paths, lots of philosophies, lots of religions, lots of ways that we conjure up that we can somehow get to God.  I saw this program on TV the other night about all the celebrities who are caught up in this whole deal about Kabala.  Did you see that?  Absolute craziness!!  Demonic if I ever saw anything demonic!  But again, it’s another man-made way, and we can get whipped up into a group-frenzy, couldn’t we?  I could get you all to stand up, and I could get you all to do this, and it would be contagious, and we’d all do this, and we’d all feel the pressure to do it because the other guys around us are doing it.  That’s not what it’s about.  There’s no man-made way to climb to God.  Jesus brings us to God.  God’s Mediator brings us to God.  

Beloved, we understand something, hopefully, of the Ten Commandments and of God’s intention and purpose when He gave the Ten Commandments, the things for His people to learn.  I want to suggest to you one thing.  I am so thankful for Jesus Christ!  I am so thankful for Jesus Christ!  Through Jesus, all the righteous requirements of the law are fully met in us.  Somebody say “Hallelujah!”  (Hallelujah!!)
We have the Spirit of God leading us.  Paul simply says, “Walk after the spirit.”  That means learn how to yield yourself, learn how to say, “Yes, LORD.  Yes, LORD.”  When you hear things, say, “LORD, cement that into my mind and heart.”  He will bring it back to you.  He will bring it back to your remembrance at just the time you need it, and you will respond to it by faith…just by faith.  None of us are going to keep God’s law perfectly.  Paul says in Romans 7: “Why can’t I do what I want to do?”  

15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.











      (Romans 7:15)

What did he want to do?  He wanted to love God with his whole heart.  He wanted to honor God, worship God.  He wanted to obey God with his whole heart!  “Why can’t I do what I want to do?  Aaah, it’s sin still living in me.  That is, in my sinful human nature.  I still fall short.”  But you see, though I fall short, though I don’t keep His law perfectly, I keep it substantially because He’s training me.  He’s training me. He’s teaching me. He’s leading me, directing my life.  I’m learning continually to follow after Him—not because I have to, because I want to.  And He gave me the “want to!”  

AMEN? (Amen)

Father, thank You for Your Word.  Thank You that You love us.  Thank You that we have a great hope.  LORD, our hope is not in keeping the law, although Your law is perfect and holy and good.  Lord, our hope is only solely in Jesus who kept the law fully for us.  Thank You that Your Spirit lives in us, leads us and directs us in the way that we should go.  Thank You, Lord, for Your discipline in our life that trains us.  Thank You for the hope that we have.  Thank You, Lord, that we gather together in large groups and small groups, to encourage one another on, indeed to incite one another on to love and good deeds, not, Lord, to point our fingers and condemn one another, but to encourage one another and say, “Come on, let’s keep going.  Let’s persevere to the end!”  Thank You, Jesus, that You are faithful and true.  Thank You that You strengthen us.  Thank You that because of You, our sins have been forgiven!  We love You today, and Father we wish You, today especially, Happy Father’s Day!  

We pray in Jesus’ name.   

Amen.

Romans, Chapters 7 and 8

7:1 Do you not know, brothers — for I am speaking to men who know the law — that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. 3 So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man. 

4 So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5 For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.   

7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."   8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 

13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God — through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 

8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 

12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation — but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba,  Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."   

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.         



     (Romans 7:1-8:39) 
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