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Open your Bible to Exodus chapter 24.  This is probably one of the most significant chapters in the Old Testament.  How many knew that?  Yes, two of you.  Good….  ( Actually, it is.  It’s a climactic chapter.  The events of chapter 24 are just absolutely tremendous.  Everything leading up to this chapter…and what’s going to happen here is… God is going to bring His people into the covenant.  The covenant will be ratified.  Everything comes to a climax in this chapter.  Everything afterwards, the whole balance of the Old Testament on into the New Testament, is a function of what happens in this chapter.  This chapter sets the tone for all of God’s redemptive work.  This is absolutely magnificent.  If you were just reading the Bible, you’d probably just read over chapter 24 and not think anything about it.  But I’m just taken with it, and I want us to read through and to study and to look at this.  We’re going to focus on how the covenant is ratified, what it means, and the implications for us as Christians.  And it all comes down to, very simply, the blood…the blood.  

Now, I don’t know about you, but when I was a new Christian, I heard this talk about blood; and even though I was raised Catholic, we never really studied the Bible, and there was no real emphasis on the “blood of Christ” and so forth.  I was a little put-off by it.  I said, “Ewgh!  Ewgh!!  We’re singing about blood!  The ‘blood of Jesus….’”  So I sat down with some people who I was in a Bible study with, and I said, “Explain this to me.  What is this all about…this ‘blood of Jesus’?”  They gave me some perspective which was very, very helpful.  That opened the door and opened my understanding to so much more in the Bible.  So this is really a critical, critical chapter.

Now remember, the Israelites have been rescued by God.  They’ve been redeemed.  They’ve been brought to the foot of Mt. Sinai.  It’s God’s grace to them.  They don’t deserve it.  They are about to receive God’s Laws.  God’s Laws are compiled into what’s going to be known as “The Book of the Covenant.”  This is God’s Will for His people.  He’s redeemed them, brought them out.  He’s going to give them now a heritage, a destiny.  He says, “This is what I expect of you now,” and what He expects of them is included in The Book of the Covenant.  

He’s calling them into, indeed, a covenant relationship with Him.  A covenant, very simply, was a mutually binding agreement.  Typically a covenant would be a binding agreement between two equal partners.  However, we don’t have two equal partners here, do we?  God is completely taking the initiative in this covenant, and He is offering it to Israel.  And the question is, “Will Israel respond?”  

The same thing is true of you and I.  God calls us into the “New Covenant.”  He makes us an offer.  And when you understand the offer, it’s an offer that you can’t refuse—or you shouldn’t refuse.  But God gives you a choice.  He says, “Will you follow Me?” Same principle holds true here.  

Now the covenant, whose stipulations we studied from the 10 Commandments on through chapter 23, is confirmed.  It’s confirmed through a number of dynamics:  

1) is Worship.  God commands them in the very first verse of chapter 24, “Come and worship.”

1 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, ….


       (Exodus 24:1)

Worship is always a prelude to the covenant.  

2) Also, a Sacrifice—a sacrifice would be made.  Part of the ratification of the covenant would include a sacrifice.  

3) It would also include Personal Dedication.  That the people would say, “We’re in.  Count us in.”  

4) And fourthly, it would include the actual Writing Down of God’s Word/writing down of His Law.  We have God’s Word written down to us—part of our understanding of His covenant with us.  

Chapter 24 also will look ahead.  Moses will be called up onto the top of Mt. Sinai yet one more time, and that will be for what period of time?  Anybody know?  Did you read ahead? 40 days and 40 nights. It’s there, during that time period where he is going to receive all the instructions concerning the tabernacle, the priesthood, the Sabbath regulations…a rich, rich study.  We’ll look at those chapters in the next several weeks and on into the book of Leviticus.  A tremendous study.  

So this chapter really is…it positions the people, it’s a climactic event, it looks forward to all that God is going to do, all that God is going to prepare them for.  So let’s just read chapter 24 together.  If you don’t have your Bible handy, look on with your neighbor but ask their permission first.  Say, “May I look on with you?”  

1 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. 







     (Exodus 24:1a)

Now remember, Aaron is Moses’ brother.  He will head up the Aaronic priesthood.  Nadab and Abihu are his sons.  They also will be part of that priesthood; however, they will become absolutely wicked, and God will kill them later on.

“You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him." 


(Exodus 24: 1b-2)

Interesting.  You see there seems to be divisions here in terms of the approachability of God.  Moses can come right in and approach God.  The elders and the priests can come only to a certain place, and the people have to stay below.  There are three divisions, if you will.  What that tells us, and when you see the regulations for the tabernacle later on and the temple, Mt. Sinai becomes the model for the tabernacle because only the High Priest could go in to the Holy of Holies and approach God.  There was the Court of the Priests and then there was the outer court where the people had to stay.  It’s interesting that God uses here, right now, right now He’s beginning to teach His people about how to approach Him—and we’ll look at that in just a second in more detail.  

Verse 3,

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do." 4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said.

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded (Now here’s a second response on their part),"We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey." 

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 

12 The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction." 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them." 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.           (Exodus 24:3-18)

Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, the elders go up on the mountain.  

1 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him." 












   (Exodus 24:1-2)

I just told you about the partitioning of the mountain and how only Moses could approach God; the priests could only go so far….  The question is, “Why these restrictions? Why can’t everybody go have access?”  Two important lessons God wants to teach His people right from the get-go.  Now remember, they’re just out of slavery.  They don’t have, really, a comprehensive understanding of who God is, what His purpose is for them, nor do they understand what God requires of them.  So God is going to set some “ground rules,” so to speak, with them.  

He’s going to tell them (basically, by the fact that there’s this separation) that there is a great gulf between man and God…there is a great chasm between man and God—an impassable chasm.  You see, God is holy and righteous and pure…perfect in all of His Being.  But man is just the opposite.  We are unholy; we are unrighteous, impure, imperfect in all of our ways and all of our being.  I don’t say that to insult us.  That’s the truth!  It’s imperative that God’s people from the outset understand the distinctions between who He is and who they are—what He’s like and what their condition is.  That is absolutely essential.  

We cannot presume on God.  We cannot think, you know, “We can just go to God any time we want.”  No, no, no, no!  There are these considerations, and we have to understand them.  God lives in the incorruptible realm of heaven.  That realm is permanent.  It’s eternal, never passes away, never wastes away.  There’s no corruption in heaven whatsoever.  But on the other hand, we live in a corruptible world, don’t we?  We live in a world that is physical and earthly, that is running down.  Witness the gulf coast that’s subject to all sorts of devastation and difficulties.  This world that we live in is wasting away.  It’s temporal.  There is this great gulf between God and man.  Man cannot enter; he cannot pass over this gulf.  He can’t get to God by himself.  He can’t approach God unless God Himself makes the way.  That’s the key.  God must make the way.  

Isaiah chapter 59 says that man’s iniquities have separated him from God; man’s sins have hidden God’s face from Him so that God will not hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.   






         (Isaiah 59:2)

That’s a terrifying verse.  It shows you this expanse, if you will, wherein man is absolutely incapable of getting to God on his own.

In Luke chapter 16 you recall Jesus tells the story/the account of the rich man and Lazarus.  In that passage He talks also of the great chasm that separates man from God.  

26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'              (Luke 16:26)

So it’s important…the first thing it’s important for God’s people to learn is that they’re separated from Him.  There is only one way to get to Him.  And that’s the second point He wants them to learn.  Access to God is only through God’s appointed mediator.  Only God’s appointed mediator can approach God.  This mediator will be who?  It’s Moses first of all, right?  And Moses will then be a prototype of who?  Jesus ultimately.  

So Paul writes to Timothy in 1 Timothy chapter 2, and he points to Jesus Christ calling Him the 

5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men — the testimony given in its proper time. (1 Timothy 2:5-6)

There is nobody else—Mohammad, Buddha—there is no other mediator.  There’s only one…and that one is Jesus Christ.  

So it’s imperative that the people understand these two dynamics:  1) they’re separated from God.  They can’t get to God themselves.  2) They need a mediator.  Moses will be that mediator.  This is the evidence; this is the reason for the separation on the mountain.

Now, we go back down to the foot of the mountain, and Moses, after receiving all the instructions, goes back to tell the people, 

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws,…
     (Exodus 24:3a)

So he’s going to communicate all that God told him on the mountain; he’s going to tell the people all the stuff that we read and studied.  And for the second time now, the people respond,

“…they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."    (Exodus 24:3b)

The first time was in chapter 19:8.  They said, “Moses, tell God we’ll do everything He said.”  Right?  Remember that?  

The people all responded together, "We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 





       (Exodus 19:8)

Now again we see that rehearsed after Moses has read all the laws, all the commands to the people.  May I suggest to you that the very first duty of God’s people is obedience.  

THE VERY FIRST DUTY OF GOD’S PEOPLE IS OBEDIENCE!!

To make a total commitment to obey God.  You can’t equivocate.  You can’t say, “Well, you know, I’m not sure….”  “I’m going to obey!!”  It’s all about obedience—plain and simple—whether I feel like it or not.  I’m going to obey!  This is what God calls us to.  The one thing that God wants from us, the one thing that He wants from us more than anything else is simply obedience.

Deuteronomy 5:29,

29 Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well with them and their children forever!            

         (Deuteronomy 5:29)

See, obedience is essential.  You want it to go well with you?  What?  Obey God.  

How many parents do we have?  A lot of parents?  You want your kids…you know, they know the 5th Commandment.  You know the 5th Commandment, right?  We always tell our kids, “You want to live long?!”  (  “You want it to go well with you?!  Then what should you do?”  “I know, obey/honor my mother and father.”  God is saying the same thing.  Obedience is the key to long life.  It’s the key to having it go well with us and with our children.  You pass on a heritage.  

But I want you to notice something in this verse.  

29 Oh, that their hearts would be inclined to (What?  What’s the next word?) fear me and keep all my commands always,….





       (Deuteronomy 5:29a)

Fear me!  How many know that the very strongest human motivator is fear?  That is the strongest human motivator.  Do you know what the weakest human motivator is?  Anybody know what the weakest human motivator is?  Love.  It’s the weakest human motivator.  How many times have you heard it said or you’ve said it, “I love you.”  And behind that is the thought, “I love you so much that I would…” but then there just is not enough motivation there.  Human love doesn’t make it, doesn’t cut it.  That’s why we’re more motivated by fear.  And religious people are terrifically motivated by fear, aren’t they?  Our legalism shows through rather than love.

But I want you to notice something.  In John 14:15, look what Jesus says, “If you fear me, you will obey what I command.”  Is that right?  What does He say?

15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command.         


         (John 14:15)

Now it’s important to understand something here.  This is critical.  We read that verse—we say, “If you love Me,” so we automatically think, “Ok.  I’m supposed to love Jesus.”  But you know and I know that human love is not strong enough to motivate us to obey Him; therefore, we need His love (Romans 5:5) poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit that’s given to us.  

5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 





        (Romans 5:5)

It’s His love given to us that’s a strong enough motivator to in fact obey what He says.  In other words, you have to be a Spirit-filled Christian to obey God.  Does that make sense?  You cannot obey God without the Holy Spirit filling you, and attendant to that filling is God’s love poured into your heart.  

So Jesus says, “If you love me….”  His apostles will feign love, won’t they?  But at the first hint of danger they’re what?  Gone!  “Oh, we love You.  We love You!”  Phew!  Gone!  And truth be known, most of us at the first sign of danger, at the first sign of threat to our life, or our well-being, or to our economics we cut out.  “Oh but I love….  I love You.” 

I talk to people all the time that say, “I love Jesus.  I love the Lord.”  Well then, do what He says.  “But you don’t understand how hard it is.”  (  

Who will enter the Kingdom of heaven?  Who will enter the Kingdom of heaven?  Jesus in Matthew 7:21 says,  “Only those who do the will of My Father in heaven.”  

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.   (Matthew 7:21)

You cannot do the Will of God unless you’ve got God in you empowering you to do it.  The whole Sermon on the Mount, of which that verse concludes…the whole Sermon on the Mount is a testimony of what is expected of us as Believers.  It’s not just a statement of the ideal.  It’s a statement of a Spirit-empowered/lived life.  Remember Jesus says at the beginning of it, “Your righteousness must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees.”  

20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.    

     (Matthew 5:20)

How can my righteousness surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees?  Only by the power of God in me allowing me to live in a manner pleasing to God.

1 Samuel 15:22, you see this also.  

22 But Samuel replied:  "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  









     (Samuel 15:22)

To obey is better than sacrifice!  And religious people notoriously get caught up in religious activities as if all the religious activities validate them to God.  “Look what I can do.  Look what I can do!  Look what I can do!!  Look what I did for You!”  

And again, if you go to the end of the Sermon on the Mount, you read that passage, all these people came to Jesus and they said, “Look, we did this.  We did this.  We did this.  We did this in Your Name,” and He says, “Never did I know you!”

22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'    



           (Matthew 7:22-23)

So we can get caught up in lots of activities doing stuff to avoid obeying.  There are things in our life that God calls us to obedience, isn’t there?  And we camouflage those by all of our religious activity, and we justify ourselves by all of our activity when in fact God says, “I don’t care about all that.”  

In the Old Testament, it was offering sacrifices.  They would offer all these sacrifices.  It doesn’t matter.  “I want obedience.”  

The last time, last week, we looked at the blessings of obedience…and they were 4-fold:  

1) If you obey God, God’s going to guide your life.  By the very virtue of the fact that you follow what He says, there is inherent in that guidance and direction.  “This is the way you should go. 
Walk in it.”

21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it."           





       (Isaiah 30:21)

You won’t be clueless.  You won’t be without understanding what God’s Will is for you.  It’s very clearly stated.  Just walk in obedience.

Again, addressed to the parents.  You want your children to obey you, isn’t that true?  You want 
them to obey you without question, true?  Now some parents think, “Well, ok, we’re going to be egalitarian in this thing and so we’re going to negotiate, and I’m going to try to explain to them 
why it’s good to be obedient.”  That does not help!  They just end up rationalizing ways to be disobedient.  

God expects us to be obedient.  Just be obedient.  When you’re obedient, you walk in obedience; all of a sudden you start gaining wisdom.  You go, “Ohhh!  Oh now I think I understand.”  But we want to understand first, then obey.    It never works that way.  “I want my kids to obey now.  Do what’s right now.”  I was constantly telling my son growing up, I’d say, “You won’t understand this.  I could explain it to you all day but you’re not going to really understand it until you do what I say.”  And he inevitably came back and said, “You know what, Dad?  I think I understand.” We’re the same way.  

Obedience.  You obey; you all of a sudden get guidance.  

2) Protection.  There’s protection in obedience.  Obeying God.  Following Him.  God protects us.  

3) There is blessing of health…spiritual health/spiritual well-being which spills over into those other areas of our life:  a physical well-being, material well-being, relational well-being.  Just obeying God, doing what He says produces blessing in your life.  

4) And lastly, there’s knowledge of God’s Will.  There’s destiny.  I have a destiny.  I have a hope.  I have a living hope.  I have confidence.  No matter what happens, I know that God is for me.  I know that because I’ve walked in obedience to Him, and I’ve seen His faithful hand in my life.  

If you continue to walk in disobedience, He’ll let you walk.  He’ll let you go, won’t He?  Bring yourself back in line to obedience.  

So there’s this call to obedience and the people say, “We will obey.”  

“…they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."    (Exodus 24:3b)

Isn’t that exciting?!  They have the best intentions, don’t they?  

Now any covenant, any covenant, and this is common in the ancient Near East, involved a number of dynamics:  

1) It involved public recital.  So Moses recites all the laws, all the regulations of the covenant to the people.

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws….
     (Exodus 24:3a)  

2) It also involved acceptance of the terms of the covenant.  So the people have to accept the terms.  You make a covenant, you have to read the covenant, you have to read the terms of the covenant, there has to be an acceptance of that covenant.  

…they responded with one voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."      (Exodus 24:3b)

3) And thirdly, there has to be a writing down of the covenant.  And again, Moses, we’re told,

4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said.


     (Exodus 24:4a)

Upon doing this, he rises up the next morning; he builds an altar with 12 pillars of stone representing what?  What do the 12 pillars of stone represent?  The tribes of Israel.

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 



     (Exodus 24:4b)

That’s going to be the witness.  The 12 tribes are witnesses and participants in this sacrifice that’s going to be made on this altar.  

Now Moses is going to offer two sacrifices.  

5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 





       (Exodus 24:5)

The first is a burnt offering.  A burnt offering was typically made for atonement for sin.  It was totally burned up.  There was nothing that remained.  The picture is that all the sin has been dealt with through this burnt offering—the whole thing has been burned up. But the burnt offering also pictured total consecration to God—devotion, commitment to Him.  Again, pictured by the total burning up of this particular sacrifice.  

The second offering was a fellowship offering.  That always followed the burnt offering.  The burnt offering was atonement for sin.  It was a statement of the people’s total commitment to God.  Now, based on that, the fellowship offering was not totally burned up.  It was kind of like “cooked” and then the people ate that.  That was a fellowship meal that they could have in the presence of God which was a picture that they had peace with God.  And a meal, sitting down having a meal together, is a statement of fellowship and peace.  

So these two offerings were significant.  The burnt offering came first; the peace offering came second.  

The nature of those two offerings, by the way, will parallel the blood of the sacrifices…how the blood was used.  So you have those two issues: the sacrifices and, as well, the blood.  

Those animals that were sacrificed, all the blood was collected in bowls and half was sprinkled on the altar.  

6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.











       (Exodus 24:6) 

What did that symbolize?  That symbolized, very simply again, atonement for sin because it paralleled the offering itself.  The blood sprinkled on the altar represented atonement for sin.  

Again, this whole idea of blood, when I was a brand new Christian, it was explained to me very simply that it’s our sins that have separated us from God.  Sin is not some minor inconvenience.  Sin is a very, very, very costly thing!  Witness the cost that God paid for our sins.  It cost Him everything, didn’t it?  His own Son.  So we have to grasp the understanding of the cost of sin.  This is something significant.  The wages of sin is…?  (Death) 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 











      (Romans 6:23)

Some thing or somebody has to die!  Somebody has to pay the price.  In the case of the Old Covenant, it was animal sacrifices but they were temporary.  They were not sufficient.  So they had to be offered again and again and again and again and again as opposed to the one final sacrifice that’s offered on the cross—that eternal sacrifice, the perfect sacrifice, the perfect Lamb of God—was sacrificed once.  

So this blood sprinkled on the altar, again, pictured atonement for sin.  All the sins of the people were covered over by this blood.  A price was paid.  The people could now have access to God.  

Next, the Book of the Covenant was read to which the people again respond, 

7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey." 



    
       (Exodus 24:7)

After they respond that way the second time, Moses then sprinkles the remaining half of the blood on the people.

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people….


     (Exodus 24:8a)

Now why does he do that?  He does so with these words.  

…and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 







     (Exodus 24:8b)

The blood sprinkled on the people indicated that the fellowship between them and God had just now been confirmed.  They were cleansed.  Not only were their sins forgiven (symbolized by the blood on the altar), now the blood sprinkled on them, in effect, said they were cleansed personally of their sin.  This is why it’s called the “blood of the covenant.”  The price had been paid for them.  

Incidentally, in Luke 22, Jesus uses the same words when He institutes the New Covenant at that last supper.  He says, “This wine” (in the cup)—He says, “this wine” represents His what?  His blood—the blood of the new covenant.

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 





         (Luke 22:20)

So almost the identical words used back here in the ratification of the Old Covenant now Jesus uses in the New Covenant.  That’s why it’s called the “blood of the covenant.”  

Now it’s important, I think, to note that this covenant, as I suggested earlier, is essentially NOT a matter of a mutual agreement between two equal parties—between God and the Israelites.  They are not equal parties.  It is, as we read in verse 8, 

“…the covenant that the LORD has made with you….”


        
     (Exodus 24:8b)

The point is that God is the initiator.  God is the instigator.  God is taking the lead.  God is reaching out.  It’s not a matter of their negotiating back and forth.  “This is what it’s about.  These are the conditions.  This is what I expect.”  What the Israelites were to do, their part in the covenant is simply to accept and live by the conditions of the covenant that God (and God alone) stipulates.

Our part is to…you just can’t pick and choose.  You can’t just open this book (Editor’s Note:  Referring to the Bible) and pick and choose what part you will obey.  “Well, I like this part but I don’t like this part.”  “I’ll do this part but I won’t do that part.”  No, no, no!  All of it.  All of it!  

Israel’s choice was never between making a covenant either with the other gods, the pagan gods, and with Yahweh.  No, it was a choice between making a covenant with other gods or accepting the covenant Yahweh graciously, mercifully, lovingly made with them.  They’re on the receiving end.  Beloved, you and I are on the receiving end of the covenant.  God sets the conditions.  

Thus, the covenant was confirmed through the shedding of blood and the eating of a meal.  As a nation now, Israel is reconciled to God; Israel is set apart to God—both having been accomplished by the sprinkling of the blood.  They were then prepared for that fellowship with Him that was symbolized in the sacrificial meal that followed.  

It was the fellowship offerings the people offered to God that they ate.  This meal meant acceptance.  Partaking of a meal in God’s presence is an intimate and friendly image used in Scripture to describe the bond between God and His people.

These two elements (the shedding of blood, the eating of a meal) can also be seen two other places.  We’ve looked at one already—the Passover, which looked forward to the Lord’s Supper.  Both places blood was shed.  Both places blood is sprinkled.  Both places a meal is shared.  The model is the same.  But it is the shedding and the sprinkling of blood that is the absolute key because there is no fellowship without it—none whatsoever.

Over in the New Testament there are two key passages…two key passages that apply this same principle of shedding of blood to the life of the believer. In Hebrew 10:22, listen,

22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts (Now read this with me—What?) sprinkled to (What?) cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 



         (Hebrews 10:22-23)

Same language is used.  Same imagery.  He says our hearts have been “sprinkled.”  What have they been sprinkled by?  Well, you go to 1 Peter 1:2.  Peter writes this,

2 who (speaking of the elect) have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit (now that means, very simply, that the Holy Spirit goes to work in us, He regenerates us, He causes us to be born again.  That’s His work.   He transforms us), for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  





          

          (1 Peter 1:2)

So you see the same words, the same language, the same idea, our hearts have been sprinkled by Jesus’ blood.  

What the practice of sprinkling achieved in the Old Testament (atonement for sin, access to God) is taken to a new level in lives of Believers.  We can have confidence, this is absolutely imperative to understand, we can have confidence to draw near to God now. Why?  Because we have been sprinkled.  We have been sprinkled and that results in a cleansing from a guilty conscience.  Jesus’ blood…Jesus’ blood does this!

By the way, in the passage in Hebrews, in the Greek language, this sprinkling is a perfect participle.  The idea being, it’s something that has happened that has on-going effect.  Our hearts are constantly sprinkled.  The effect of that sprinkling has a continual effect and result.  The idea is that we don’t have to keep going back to get sprinkled.  We don’t get “unsprinkled” when we sin.  

The bottom line is this: To realize that you are, when you come to Christ, when your heart is sprinkled, cleansing you from a guilty conscience, you are finally, finally, truly, “OK” with God.  You are OK with God!  That blows people’s minds.  There are many of us who still can’t get our minds around that.  “I’m Ok with God!”  There’s a disconnect between the logical, rational understanding of that and the effect of that in my life.  “I’m Ok with God!  I’m Ok with God!!”  

The Gospel message of grace is just that.  It’s a message of grace from beginning to end, isn’t it?  That’s the Gospel—grace.  And we understand that but it’s hard for us to grasp it.  It doesn’t always penetrate.  It doesn’t penetrate our hearts and minds to the point that it actually effects how we live.  

When God commanded Moses to sprinkle the people with blood, He was making a definitive and unequivocal statement:  “Israel is Mine!!  They are OK!!”  

Likewise, to be sprinkled by Christ’s blood is no less a definitive and unequivocal statement.  If anything, it is more so.  Being a Christian means being fully liberated from any sense of guilt before God.  Let me say that again, 

Being a Christian means being fully liberated

from any sense of guilt before God!!
Not because we are so good, not because we deserve it, not because we’ve earned it, simply it’s because of Jesus’ blood sprinkling us, cleansing us from a guilty conscience.  Our guiltlessness is a fact that should dictate our perceptions; it should dictate our own self-image—our guiltlessness.  But, we all fall short of fully appropriating God’s great gift in our day-to-day lives.  

We all, to one degree or another, live with guilt, don’t we?  Yeah!  It plagues us.  Guilt can cause all manner of neurotic feelings and behaviors.  Things go haywire.  Why?  The Bible points to one source:  guilt—unresolved, undealt with guilt.  Now you say, “Well, you, know, I don’t feel guilty.”  It’s not a matter of just feeling guilty.  It’s a matter of being guilty.  It’s a matter of knowing that you’re guilty.  You say, “Well, I don’t do bad things.”  “Well, let’s just walk through the 10 Commandments.”  (  “Let’s just go down through the 10 Commandments, and let’s see.”  You see, when you walk through the 10 Commandments, every single one of them, you say, “Oh man!  Oh man!!  Oh man!!!”  You don’t appreciate the sprinkling of the blood and cleansing from a guilty conscience until you walk through those 10 Commandments.  

People feel guilty because they just don’t read their Bible enough.  They feel guilt—“Well, I don’t pray enough.”  Somehow they connect religious activity with God’s acceptance and God’s grace and blessing in their life.  All the stuff that we do, in that sense, doesn’t affect our relationship with God.  He accepts us—not on the basis of anything we do, but on the basis of what?  Simply that Christ’s blood has sprinkled us from a guilty conscience.  But we sure fall short of appropriating this great gift in our day-to-day lives.  

It’s important to know where the feeling of guilt comes from.  It’s important to know why we have it.  It’s important to know how to get rid of it.  The only way we can is by Jesus.  

Are Christians perfect?  No.  No.  We struggle with many of the same things everyone else struggles with.  But may I suggest that a persistent, nagging guilty conscience should not be one of the things you and I struggle with.  Why?  Because the Bible says we have had our hearts sprinkled; we’ve been cleansed from a guilty conscience.  God does not condemn us for all the stuff we fall short on.  

Freedom from guilt before God is foundational.  It is absolutely foundational to the Christian experience.  If you don’t have a firm grasp of this, if this is not fundamental in your understanding of your faith, if this doesn’t impact your life and how you live your life…this is foundational!  This is a beginning point.  I’ve come to Christ.  I have been forgiven.  I’ve been cleansed.  Everything in the past is gone.  I have a new life.  I’ve a new heritage, a new destiny.  It’s the gift that God gives us that starts us down this path, this road of an ever-deepening relationship with Him.  

I would venture to say that every Believer, if asked, would say, “You know, I don’t have the kind of relationship with God that I’d like.  I want a deeper relationship.  I want to know God more intimately, more personally.”  

We understand that, many of us, in the context of our own interpersonal relationships.  If you’re married, you may want to know your spouse more intimately, more personally.  You want to know your children and vice versa.  These relationships, we’re given this desire to know and to be known.  We are interpersonal beings.  The same dynamic relates back to God.  God means for us to know Him more intimately, more deeply.  He wants us to appreciate Him.  He wants us to share with Him in ways that we can share no place else.  But it all starts right there with this understanding of what it means to be cleansed, to be a new creation, to have a new start, a clean slate, if you will.  

We’re God’s people.  We’re called to be in union with Jesus.  God works in us all along the way to greater and greater and greater depths of Christian experience.  The Christian life should be the most exciting life anybody would ever want to live.  If your Christian life isn’t that, if it’s just humdrum, if it’s routine, if it’s boring, you can’t look to anybody else, you can’t blame the pastor, you can’t blame the church, you can’t say, “Well, I’ll change churches and my Christian life will….”  No!  That’s not the issue.  The issue is with you!  And maybe you have to go back to this foundational element that starts your relationship with Him.  Get a hold of that and believe it!!  Trust it so that you can indeed grow and move on in your Christian life, in your Christian experience—so that you can have the joy of God.  It’s all a function of relationship.  

As we journey along this way that God brings us, we will sin.  But when we do sin, our hearts do not become “unsprinkled.”  We don’t need another dose of Jesus’ blood in order to be OK with God.  That has already been irrevocably taken care of.  In fact, it is because our guilt has been truly taken care of that the guilt we feel when we do sin can now be properly handled.  Again, at this point, go back to Hebrews chapter 10, marvelous passage, how we can have confidence to approach God.  Let me just read these verses to you once again.  Verse 19.  These should be on the screen,

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place….












 (Hebrews 10:19a)

Now remember, the Most Holy Place under the Old Testament was the Holy of Holies, and only one person could enter that, and that was only once a year—that was the High Priest.  But you and I now have confidence to enter that Most Holy Place, the very presence of God.  But we do so,

…by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,…. 


     (Hebrews 10:19b-22a)

In other words, not being intimidated, not being afraid, we can draw near to Him in full assurance of our faith.  We can have confidence, 

…having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience….
(Hebrews 10:22b)

It’s always a guilty conscience that keeps us away from relationships, isn’t it?  Whether you’re aware of it or not.  “I’m inadequate.”  “I don’t have it together.”  “I’m not what I ought to be.”  These are the ways that we express a guilty conscience.  “I don’t have it all….  I can’t go!”  “Yes, you can!  Come on. Come on!  Come on in!!”  Why?  It’s not based on my own efforts.  It’s based on the fact that you already have had your heart sprinkled by the blood of Jesus.  He makes the way possible!  “Come on!  Let’s be brave!  Let’s go with confidence in full assurance of faith.  Let’s go on in there! Let’s approach God!  Let’s get close to God!!”  Get the focus off your hang-ups.  Get the focus off your weakness.  Get the focus off your…you know where I’m going.  You know what I’m trying to say.  I’ve lost the word.  (  

You see, when we sin, we can approach God.  When we sin, we can approach God but we approach Him now with a repentance that is imbued with confidence.  I don’t go in to God with my tail between my legs and say, “Ohhhhhh, God!  I did it again.”  God says, “Again?”  He’s forgotten all my sin.  He’s cast them into the sea of forgetfulness, as far as the east is from the west.  

12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 












     (Psalm 103:12)

He doesn’t remember my sin.  I remember my sin.  I have this guilty conscience.  He knows that I sin.  I know that I sin.  But when I do sin, I can go to Him in genuine repentance and say, “I’m sorry.”  1 John says I can confess my sin to Him knowing that He is faithful and just to forgive me and what?  Cleanse me from all unrighteousness.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 








          (1 John 1:9)

It’s the flesh that’s weak.  It’s the devil who says, it’s the world who says, “Oh, you can’t go to God.  Look at you!  Well who do you think you are?!  You haven’t read your Bible enough.  Now you expect you can just go to God?!”  YES!!  See, don’t let a guilty conscience keep you from Him, even when you sin.  Go…repentant…sorry…but with confidence…with confidence.  Renew that relationship from your side.  You need have no fear of backlash from God.  God’s not sitting there in the throne room waiting for you to show up so He can wallop you.  

It’s like our kids.  They disobey and they just, “Oh man!  Oh man!!  I am in big trouble.  Mom and Dad are just waiting for me to come home.  They’re just waiting for me to show up.  I am going to get it!!”  And we project that on to God!!  Our temporal experience we just project that on to God.  No.

Now I know some of you are thinking, “Well, wait a minute.  If I really believed this, then I could really do whatever I wanted, couldn’t I?”  Well, let me put it this way to you.  You have somebody in your life who loves you and accepts you no matter what.  They are gracious beyond measure to you.  There’s one person in your life.  They know you better than anybody.  They know you warts and all, and they still accept you…and they still love you…and you benefit by that.  You just can’t believe…”You really do care about me?”  “Yeah!”  And you begin to luxuriate in that relationship.  Question, would you ever really think to abuse that relationship?  No.  So…you understand how God loves you and accepts you.  You’re not going to abuse that relationship.  On the contrary, you’re going to do everything you can to make it sure, to embrace it, to enjoy it.  You’re not going to go sin just willy-nilly and do whatever you please and abuse His grace.  Grace does not mean license.  It doesn’t mean license.  Grace, properly understood, properly appropriated, properly lived in brings richness to life and to a relationship.  This is what God wants us to understand.  We’re not under law; we’re under grace.  

So the covenant has been confirmed.  God says to His people, “You’re Mine.  You’re OK with Me.”  Now, after the confirmation of the covenant, Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders go up again on the mountain, and they see God.  

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. 








(Exodus 24:9-10a)

This is amazing.  It’s amazing because in the light of those words…I don’t know about you but I have a problem with that—they see God.  Because it’s just a few chapters on, in chapter 33, Moses is going to say to God, “God, I want to see You.”  And God is going to say, “No man can see me and…?”  (Live)  

20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live."          (Exodus 33:20)

The implication, I think, is that seeing God is something that ought to have some severe ramifications.  You just can’t see God.  We’re not built for it.  He’s holy; we’re not.  So why are Moses and Israel’s leaders then permitted to see God?  Well, you have to see this in the context of what has just happened with the covenant being confirmed by the sprinkling of blood.  By showing Himself to the leaders, God is giving them an added, I think, dose of His presence to solemnize what has just happened—this momentous event, this confirmation of the covenant, and to prepare them for what’s yet to come.  This is a momentous event this covenant.  So God, again, allows them to see Him.  But they’re going to need an extra impetus for what’s yet to come.  What a marvelous expression of God’s grace to them.  

Now, what does it mean, “to see God,” here in this text?  Well, the description given in verse 10 doesn’t’ seem to be complete.  

Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. 











   (Exodus 24:10b)

In fact, the description is not so much of seeing God but only of seeing His feet and what lies beneath them.  The leaders don’t actually see God in the full sense.  In this case, seeing the God of Israel probably means that they saw Him in part.  What part?  His feet and the pavement below.  When meeting the Heavenly King, their gaze doesn’t rise higher than His feet.  You have to appreciate that.  Here they are.  They’re going to see God.  They just see His feet.  That’s all they want to see…just his feet and the pavement that lies below.  That’s the description we’re given.  Even the sight of God’s feet and that which is under His feet is too much for words.  The best that the writer can do is to say, “something like a pavement” under his feet.  Even that is not clear.  

And rather than God breaking out against them, they enjoy a fellowship meal in His presence.

11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 








     (Exodus 24:11)

What a picture.  What a picture!  God’s grace.  

If only we could see God…actually see Him.  You ever thought about that?  “I just…if I could just…just one time…just see God.  Then I’d really know He’s there, and all of my speculation would be over.  Just once God, let me see You!”  

Why does God remain hidden?  Why doesn’t He just show Himself to us?  To see God, to gaze on Him with our physical eyes has been a fascination down through the ages with people.  In the ancient cultures they wanted to see their gods so they made idols to picture their god to satisfy that fascination.  The God of Israel was not as accommodating.  He commanded Israel not to make any images.  

4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 











       (Exodus 20:4)

He kept Himself hidden from His people appearing to them only in smoke and fire—not face to face.  Moses did see His backside.

21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen." 








           (Exodus 33:21-23)

In the New Testament though, things seem to change and yet they kind of remain the same.  John’s Gospel has a marvelous passage—chapter 1 of John’s Gospel, in verse 18, John says this, 

18 No one has ever seen God….



            

         (John 1:18a)

No one has ever really seen Him.  Oh, Moses saw His backside.  The elders saw His feet.  But, 

18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only (Son), who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 







                       (John 1:18)

Look at 1:1,

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 





                      (John 1:1-2)

Look at verse 14,

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

           (John 1:14)

May I submit to you that seeing God is a matter of knowing Christ?  It’s simply a matter of knowing Christ.  God cannot be known, He cannot be seen apart from Jesus of Nazareth.  You can’t jump to seeing God if you bypass the only means by which He’s made this possible…Jesus.  There is no unmediated gaze of God apart from the Word, who is the glory of God and makes God known to us.  When we look at Christ, we say, “This is what God is like.”  You want to see God?  Look at Jesus.  Jesus’ own words to Philip in John 14:9,

9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  










           (John 14:9)

This is foundational to us but yet we still say, “But if I could just see God!”  Look at Jesus!!  Have you ever heard this? “Keep your eyes on Jesus.  Keep your focus on Jesus.”  It’s the same principle.  Stay focused on Him.  Christ is the culmination of God’s self-revelation.  Hebrews chapter 1, that He is the perfect reflection of God.

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 












   (Hebrews 1:1-3)

So you want to see God?  Look at Jesus.  

But that’s not all.  There’s an interesting verse in 1 John 4:12,

12 No one has ever seen God (so John rehearses that same truth.  No one has ever seen God); but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 
        (1 John 4:12)

I think John brings the “unseeableness” of God down to our everyday lives right there in that verse.  While no one has seen God, if we love one another we see God in one another.  We see God in one another.  God has set things up so that we see Him through the love of others, so we see Him through the church, we see Him through those who He has recreated to bear His image.  And the more we grow in His love, the more the image is visible.  And the more the image is visible, the more you see guess who? God.  

Most of us have been recipients of God’s gracious love through other people, isn’t that true?  At some point you say (some of you have said this, you’ll recognize this), you’ve been blessed, someone has shown you great love, and your response may be something like this, “I see God in you.  I see God in you.”  How can that be?  How can that be?!  How can they say that except that God Himself makes that possible?  He makes Himself visible because He is what?  Love.  And where His love is made perfect in us, and that love is exhibited, guess who is seen?  God.  You want to see God?  Look at Jesus.  You want to see God?  Look at the image-bearers—those who are growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus.  

You feel distant from God?  A lot of people feel distant.  A lot of Christians say, “Yeah.  You know, I feel distant from God.”  Start loving…start loving.  “God fill me with Your love.  Fill me with Your love!”  Start loving.  Don’t just wait for someone to love you.  You start loving.  Take the step of loving your brothers and sisters.  

“God lives in us.”  Let Him be seen by His love in and through our lives.  You don’t have to climb a mountain to see God.  You don’t have to wait for the heavens to split wide open.  Because Jesus has come, His Spirit lives in us, and it’s by His Spirit that His love is poured into our hearts.  It is through that love that God’s people can indeed show the very reality of God to other people.  “How can you do that?  How can you be that way?”  “It’s God.”  “Oh I see.  God.  Oh yes!” See, God reveals Himself to those He will, huh?  Not everyone is going to see it.  But God has chosen people who can see it and they go, “Oh…oh, I see God in you.”  

I think this should be a great motivator for us to live our lives with overflowing love.  Why?  Because we want people to see God.  We want people to see God!  That should spur us on not to brood over our life, not to brood over the conditions of our life.  It should spur us on to act, to reach out whether we feel like it or not.  

You want to see God?  Look at Jesus.  You want to see God?  Start loving.  Don’t wait!  Start today.  It’s all the function, remember, of the blood.  It’s cleansed us.  We can come confidently in full assurance of faith into the very presence of God.  We can enjoy relationship with Him.  We can know His joy.  We can know His peace.  If that’s not your Christian experience, it can be.  You can grow.  But it starts with that one foundational element:  It’s believing that you have been cleansed from a guilty conscience.  You now have access to God.  Just go to Him!  Just go to Him!!  Amen.
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