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I want us to continue in the book of Exodus, chapter 25, and I want to talk to you about the Ark of the Covenant.   It’s such a significant element in the life of Israel that I wanted to deal with it separately from all the other furnishings of the tabernacle and the tabernacle itself.  It holds tremendous significance for us as believers as I hope to point out to you.  Look with me from verse 10 of the 25th chapter of Exodus.

God has instructed Moses to have the people assemble all these resources to build a sanctuary or a tabernacle.  This is the place where God would meet with His people, where He would dwell with His people; more particularly, it would be within the context of this inner sanctum, if you will, called the Holy of Holies.  The only furnishings, the only element inside the Holy of Holies would be the Ark of the Covenant and the covering over the ark.  The only person who was allowed to go in to that inner compartment would be the High Priest and then only once a year.  So this is a very, very significant element.  The first thing He says is,

10 "Have them make a chest of acacia wood — two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. (That’s roughly 4’x 2’x2’) 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the chest to carry it. 15 The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16 Then put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you. 

17 "Make an atonement cover of pure gold — two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.   18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 19 Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 


           (Exodus 25:10-22)

The ark was the most important piece of furniture in the tabernacle.  It was to represent 3 things:

1) It was to represent the very throne, the very presence of God.  In 1 Samuel 4:4, we read…it speaks of the, 

4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.    



      (1 Samuel 4:4)

So presumably there are beings of the class of angel cherubim that surround the throne of God in heaven.  We have a number of verses that picture this.  If the ark and the cover on the ark are to reflect God’s dwelling in heaven, then these cherubim are to reflect that also.  So, we see that it’s to represent first and foremost the throne, the very presence of God Himself. 

2) Secondly, it is to represent the place where God will give mercy.  We’ll talk about the “mercy seat,” or literally, “the covering” in just a couple of minutes.  

3) And thirdly, this is the place where the testimony of God, the 10 Commandments, was to be kept.  

So this is a significant element in the life of Israel.  It’s meant to be significant.  Nothing could be more important to those people than, simply, the ark of God.  It was the very place where God Himself, He says, He will meet with His people.    

…the entrance to the Tent of Meeting…. There I will meet you and speak to you; 43 there also I will meet with the Israelites…. 



        

        (Exodus 29:42b-43a)

Now, if you were an Israelite and Moses announces to you that the God of all creation, the God who has delivered you from slavery in Egypt, the God who has provided and promised to take care of you, the God who has chosen you, this is where He’s going to meet with you, would that not be a significant place?  Would you not cherish it?  Absolutely!  You’d say, “Wow!! God is going to be there!!”  I mean if you got an email from the church office this week and it said that God is going to be here on Sunday, would you make sure to show?  He is here!!!  That’s right!  (  

The tragedy is that we…to us, it’s…by and large, you know, it’s, “business as usual,” huh?  We don’t treat church, if you will, coming, fellowshipping, worshiping together as something incredibly special.  “We get to do this!!  We get to meet with God!!!”  God’s presence dwells in us corporately.  God moves in our midst, instructs us, heals us, touches us, directs us, loves us.  

This, in effect, was what God was promising to His people via the ark—from His presence above that ark between the two cherubim.  God would not only rule His people; He would instruct His people.  God would not only have mercy on them; He would forgive them.  God would not only guide them; He would help them.  All things essential not only to the Israelites, but quite simply, to us, true?

There’s nothing greater, when you just sit down and think about it for a couple of minutes—there is nothing greater than to have confidence that you can approach God, and that He wants to be in your life, and He wants to have His way in your life, and His way in your life is the very best of everything!!  “God, I want You to have Your way!  I want You to speak into my life!  I want You to touch my life!  I want to get as close to You as I possibly can!!”  Does that sound vaguely like anything anybody would want?  A few of you?  All right.  

Now as the Israelites would journey through the wilderness…really, if you were to just draw a straight line from where they were at Mt. Sinai to the Promised Land, a straight line—it’s just a couple of days journey.  It’s not very far…but it’s going to take them 40 years to get there!  

That’s a metaphor itself about our lives, isn’t it?  We think, “I could do that.”  Someone explains something to us, how to grow, how to mature, how to get to be where we ought to be and we think, “Yeah, I can see that.”  Why does it take us so long to grow up?  Now, I’m not just talking about physically; I’m talking about spiritually.  It seems like all of us in some fashion or manner, we seem to be wandering.  We make a good start, and then we kind of lose our way, and we wander in circles….  

But the great thing is, though they will wander for 40 years, the presence of God above the ark was always with them...was always with them—leading them, guiding them.  This is the reason why the ark was to be portable.  It was to be carried on those poles.  

The ark was so holy because it represented the very presence and throne of God.  It was so holy no one could touch the ark.  And as I said before, only the High Priest could even see it, and see it once a year on the Day of Atonement (which our Jewish friends just celebrated a few days ago.)   And when the tabernacle was broken down in anticipation of the Israelites continuing on their journey, the ark was always covered up so that no eye saw it save the priests, and more particularly, the High Priest.  

So this is a significant thing!  This is where God would dwell!  It’s special.  It’s holy.  It’s meant to be treated that way.  And hence, the church is special, the church is holy—not the building, the people.  We’re special.  This is where God dwells.

But for Israel, whenever they would launch out on their journey, God dwelling by the ark would always go with them because the ark was carried on those poles covered up.  

We need the presence of God throughout our life.  Jesus said in Matthew’s Gospel that He would always be with us, even to the end of the age.

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 


 (Matthew 28:20b)

That is so comforting.  Even when I don’t feel like it, even when I feel alone, even when I feel like my prayers are bouncing off the ceiling, it’s faith that helps me know the reality that Jesus is with me.  He’s not left me alone.  The writer to the Hebrews puts it this way…he quotes Jesus who says, 

"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."   



   (Hebrews 13:5b)

Never!!  I can feel all alone.  I can feel abandoned.  I can feel hopeless.  I can feel overwhelmed by my circumstances but He says, “I’ll NEVER leave you!!”  And from that I derive great comfort, great hope, great confidence, great courage.  God’s presence was with His people…above the ark.  God’s presence is with His people today by His Spirit in us.  Jesus says, “I’ll never, ever leave you!”  We need Him!  We need His help.  We need His love.  We need His care.  And the person who says, “Ahhh, I don’t need that.”  That person is really out of touch, boastful of their own self-sufficiency and their arrogance, their hubris, their pride.  It’s the mark of a genuinely humble person who says, “I need God in my life.  I need His help.  I need His grace. I need His love.  I need Him to pour His love into my heart.  I can’t love in and of myself.  I need Him to put His love into my heart.”  

19 We love because he first loved us. 





        (1 John 4:19)

I need His guidance.  I need His help…today!  

You know, we’re Americans.  We’re taught to be independent.  We’re raised with an independent mentality.  You’re an American!  Republican!  Conservative…!  (  You know, all those kinds of things.  They bring forth kind of an image, a caricature in your own mind but the reality is that we need His help!  We’re not independent people!  We are interdependent, aren’t we?  And we are dependent upon Him.  

We need His help.  We need His mercy!  How many of us have said at some point, and we’ll continue to say (if you really are in touch with your need), “God, have mercy on me.  God, have mercy on me.”  We need His mercy.  We need the confidence of His continual forgiveness, don’t we?  We are always falling short.  There is no one in this room that’s perfect.  Not even me.  (  Although my wife thinks I am. (  She tells me that I’m her hero.  I think she means it….  (  

But the reality is that all of us fall short; all of us sin—intentionally/unintentionally.  We just keep missing the mark!  But we need the confidence to know that we can go to Him and we can confess our sins and that He is always, always, always, always ready and willing to forgive us and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.    







       (1 John 1:8-9)

I don’t have to be afraid.  I can go say, “God, I missed it!  I missed that opportunity you showed me.  I fell short here….  I failed there….”  And He doesn’t condemn me.  He doesn’t beat me up.  He doesn’t say, “Well, no brownie points for you today!”  No.  He says, “I know, but I’ve already paid for that.  I’ve already died for that.  I forgive you.”  I don’t, now note this (this is going to freak somebody out), I don’t even have to ask for forgiveness.  You say, “You don’t?!”  No.  “Why?”  Because He’s already forgiven me.  I just need to confess.  I need to admit.  Now, for some people, it helps them to say, “Forgive me.  Forgive me.  Forgive me.”  But, it just betrays the fact that you don’t really know and believe that He’s already forgiven you.  

We need His rule in our life.  He is the Lord!  We need to acknowledge that and submit to His lordship, His rulership in our life.  He’s the Lord over my life; He’s the Lord over my heart.  The question is, do I live my life in a manner that reflects that He is, in fact, the Lord or do I let Him be Lord over some things?”  You’ve heard this quip that, “either He is Lord of all or He is not Lord at all.”  You can’t pick and choose what He’ll be Lord over.  He’s Lord over my time, my energy, my body, my thinking, my attitudes, my work, my family relationships…everything—He’s Lord.  The challenge for me is to acknowledge that all along the way and say, “Yes, Lord,” and bow to His Lordship, and trust Him that His Lordship will work out whatever His Will is in that particular given situation at that particular given time.  

We need Him to instruct us.  I can’t read this book (Editor’s Note:  Zac is holding up his Bible) without His Spirit working to illuminate for me what His Word is.  Now, I don’t know about you but I sit down to read the Bible and sometimes I have to read the same paragraph, the same verse a dozen times.  What did I just read?!!  Now, I’m not a good reader but maybe that’s part of my problem.  Many of you are probably much better readers, and you don’t have that same problem I do.  You read it, and it just makes sense to you.  You just keep going on.  Right?  But I need His help to instruct me—teach me.  Teach me Your ways…teach me Your ways.  Open my eyes.  Let me see!!

And the hope, the confidence I have in the face of all of that need is that He’s with me, and He’s at work in my life, and it’s His Will to do all those things!!  How could you not be excited about God in your life?!!  He’s everything we need!  And to the Israelites, He was everything they would need.  He would go with them.  He would meet with them.  He would instruct them.  He would forgive them.  He would help them.  He would show them mercy.  

Now the ark (the ark itself—just structurally), was made out of two different elements:  

1)

One was acacia wood.  Acacia wood is a very interesting wood.  It’s very hard.  It’s very durable.  Kind of speaks of Jesus…very durable.  It’s a wood that’s light in weight so when they built these various furnishings out of acacia wood, they could carry them because the wood being very durable, very strong was at the same time lightweight.  It was also impermeable to weather; it was impermeable to insects and to pests like termites and those kinds of things—perfect wood to build these implements out of.  

2)

And secondly, it was to be overlaid inside and outside with what?  With gold.  

Now, some have suggested, and I would tend to agree…some have suggested that the ark (symbolizing as we said earlier the very presence, the very throne of God)…the ark perfectly symbolized the Lord Jesus Christ.  “How so?”  In His deity and His humanity.  You say, “How is that?”  Jesus Christ was the God-man.  Amen?  Are we in agreement to that?  

You know, when you talk to non-believers, and you ask them about Jesus and very often you say, just like Jesus said, “Who do the people say that I am?”  People are all over the map.  “Well, you know, some say You’re Elijah, and some say You’re a prophet and some say….”  People say, “Well, Jesus…He’s a good man.”  Or “He was a prophet.”  Some would even say, “He’s the Son of God.”  Well, the cults would agree.  You ask a Jehovah’s Witness or Mormon or some of those folks, and you ask them, you say,  

“Do you believe in Jesus?”  

“Oh yes, we believe in Jesus.”   

“Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God?”  

“Oh yes.”  

“Do you believe that Jesus is God the Son?”  

“Ahhh, no.”  

You don’t have to….  By the way, this is extra.  I’m going to throw this in extra for you.  (   You don’t have to know what all the cults believe.  You just have to know the two things they don’t believe.  Just the two things they don’t believe that are cardinal doctrines of Christianity.  

a) The first one is the deity of Christ.  He is God!  He is fully God and fully man at the same time.  

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form….     

   (Colossians 2:9)

b) The second thing you need to know is that salvation is by grace through faith alone, not of works that any man should boast.       

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 



 (Ephesians 2:8-9)

All the other cults are working their way in.  They’re trying to earn their “heavenly brownie points.”  They’re trying to accredit themselves to God by being “good people.”  “I’m good enough.”  A number of us come from that mentality.  That’s a natural, normal, human motivation and mentality because we are so busy jumping through other people’s hoops to accredit ourselves to our boss, to people in our family (our mother-in-law, our father-in-law), those kinds of things, you know, that we automatically project that very same thing onto God—we have to perform to get Him to accept us.  Not at all!  

So when you’re dealing with the cults and people come knocking on your door, you don’t have to be worried about them spinning your head around, you just ask them two questions:


“Do you believe that Jesus is God?”  and I’ll show you the verses.  Secondly,


“Do you believe that you are saved by grace through faith alone?”

Wow!!  And I love to talk to them and say, “Wouldn’t you just love to be saved by grace through faith alone?!  Wouldn’t you just love that?!  It’s just a free gift!!  Wouldn’t you just love that free gift?  You don’t have to work for it the rest of your life…and even when you work for it, you’re never sure you’ve got enough works in place!  You’re constantly, spiritually insecure!”  Don’t you love Christianity?!!  It’s the greatest!!  It is the greatest!!!

So let’s get back to the ark.  Jesus Christ was the God-man.  His deity could be represented by the gold.  His humanity represented by the wood.  His dual nature represented by the gold and the wood.  The ark couldn’t simply be described as just a wooden chest because it was also a gold chest.  It couldn’t be described as simply a gold chest because it was also made out of wood.  You see, it required both gold and wood to maintain the symbolism pointing to Christ as the God-man.  It required both. 

You know, there is no doctrine in Scripture so filled with infinite mystery and so removed from the realm of explanation as the hypostatical union of Jesus Christ.  That’s the theological word to describe who He is and His dual nature—the hypostatical union of Jesus Christ.  This is the most mysterious stuff.  

People say, “How can He be God and man at the same time?”  Try to figure it out!!  You can’t!!  Remember, there are things in the Bible you cannot reason out.  We have a reasonable faith.  We have a faith that makes sense, that’s based on a reasonable foundation.  But our reason being fallen, being limited can only take us so far.  And when reason leaves off, when we come to those areas like this doctrine that you can’t fully comprehend and explain, that’s where faith takes over.  But our faith is not a blind leap in the dark.  We don’t just put our hands over our eyes and go leap off the cliff and say, “Well ok, I’ll just believe it because the Pastor said so.”  No, no, no, no!  You examine the Scriptures.  You look at the continuity.  You study.  You see the majesty the Scriptures present, and you come away and you say, “I know too much.  This is true so therefore I can believe in these things that I cannot reason out given the fact that my human reason is limited.”  Does that make sense?  And this is one of the most, if not the most mysterious doctrine—the hypostatical union of Jesus Christ.  He is the God-man!

And yet, when you look at the ark, there is no symbol so simple as that ark that describes this union of God and man in one body—a mere box made of wood and gold speaks of things unfathomable!  It just takes your breath away!  You look at the ark; you read about the ark in the Scriptures…an ark—a box.  Ok, gold and wood and God meets there and the angels on top and so forth…but what does it point to?  Does it point to anything beyond itself?  When you read the Old Testament, when you study the Scriptures, you see all of these implements; you want to ask yourself (among other things) not only, “What does this mean?  What value is it to the people?  Why has God given this,” you want to also ask yourself, “Does this point to anything?”  And more particularly, “Does this point me to Jesus?”  All the Law and Prophets, the whole Old Testament, points us to Jesus Christ.  This is where we need the Spirit’s help to open my eyes, help me see these things.  “Let me see the majesty of Your design, God—all the things You’ve made that ultimately find their culmination and their fulfillment in the person of Jesus.”  Somebody say, “Hallelujah!”  (Hallelujah!!)

I mean it just takes your breath away.  It takes my breath away!  I read these things and I go, “Yow!!  Look at that!!”  This is why my sermons are so long!  I can’t hardly wait to tell you everything I’ve discovered!!  (  And I, for the life of me, can’t figure out why you guys aren’t as excited as I am!!  (  You complain about my long sermons!! ( (  

That mere box made of wood and gold speaks of things unfathomable.  Truly, God chooses the simple things to confound the wise, doesn’t He?  A box!!  When you open the box, when you look into the box you go, “Oooooh!  Look at this box!”  Paul says of Jesus in Colossians 2:3,

3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.   

   (Colossians 2:3)

Oh what a testimony about Him!  “In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge….”Can you just see this ark, this box wherein the testimony of God will be contained—pointing to Jesus, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and the knowledge of God.  Wow!!

In Colossians 2:9, speaking of Christ, 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form….     

   (Colossians 2:9)

There is a verse right there that clearly testifies to His dual nature—God and man…Jesus Christ.  

Now, the ark was not an empty box.  We read in the passage that God instructed Moses to put the testimony, “The testimony I’ll give you,” that means the 10 Commandments.  

16 Then put in the ark the Testimony, which I will give you.  


     (Exodus 25:16)

The tablets of the Law are going to be contained in the box.  Someone says, “Well, where is that box now?”  It’s been lost.  No one knows.   It probably was destroyed when the temple was destroyed and overrun either by the Assyrians or the Babylonians or the Romans.  It’s certainly…it’s no more.  The movie, “The Raiders of the Lost Ark,” looking for the Ark of the Covenant—purely fiction!  I hope you know that.  (  

But the ark was not simply an empty box.  It was meant to contain some things.  We get some insight from the writer to the Hebrews in Hebrews 9:4, the writer to the Hebrews says that ultimately the box was to contain three things.  


1) First was a jar of manna.  What was manna?  The bread, the food that God fed His people with during the wilderness wanderings.  Every day they’d get up, and we’ll study that, it’s a fascinating study and again, tremendous imagery there.  So it’s to contain a jar of manna.  And the manna they were meant to keep that in the ark because it was to be a continuous testimony to the faithfulness of God to meet the needs of His people.


2) The second thing that was to be kept in the ark was Aaron’s rod, his staff.  And notice—it’s his rod that “budded.” You go back and you read in Numbers 17, write that notation down, it’s a fascinating little read.  There were some problems in Israel and some jockeying for position—who’s going to be the High Priest?  So God instructed Moses to have all the leaders of the 12 tribes bring their rods to Moses.   They would line them all up, and Aaron’s rod was right there with them.  All of a sudden, amidst all of that, Aaron’s rod, a dead piece of wood, a dead stick, buds!!  It puts out its buds, its leaf, and almonds.  

1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them, one from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes. Write the name of each man on his staff. 3 On the staff of Levi write Aaron's name, for there must be one staff for the head of each ancestral tribe. 4 Place them in the Tent of Meeting in front of the Testimony, where I meet with you. 5 The staff belonging to the man I choose will sprout, and I will rid myself of this constant grumbling against you by the Israelites." 

6 So Moses spoke to the Israelites, and their leaders gave him twelve staffs, one for the leader of each of their ancestral tribes, and Aaron's staff was among them. 7 Moses placed the staffs before the LORD in the Tent of the Testimony. 

8 The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, which represented the house of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and produced almonds. 9 Then Moses brought out all the staffs from the LORD's presence to all the Israelites. They looked at them, and each man took his own staff. 

10 The LORD said to Moses, "Put back Aaron's staff in front of the Testimony, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their grumbling against me, so that they will not die." 11 Moses did just as the LORD commanded him. 


           (Numbers 17:1-11)

I mean, that had to be cool!! (  You had to be there.  You had to go, “Whoa!!  Did you just see that?!!” These people were just like us.  They could not possibly be blasé about it and casual!  “Look at that!!!”  Would that get your attention?  Big time!  But it was what?  It was a symbol representing that Aaron was God’s choice to be High Priest.  So that rod was also to be maintained/kept in and about the ark in order to be a testimony to God’s choice for the people forever.  


3) And lastly, the stone tablets of the Covenant, the 10 Commandments.  This is really God’s Word.  

This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.    








       (Hebrews 9:4)

So God’s provision, God’s choice, God’s Word.  All of those elements were to be included in that ark.  

Now, those three elements, those three quantities, if you will, didn’t just speak to themselves.  As I said earlier, they pointed to something else.  What do you think those three elements might ultimately point to…as the ark did?  Jesus, that’s right.  

The manna…anybody have any idea how the manna could possibly point us to Jesus?  He’s the Bread of Life!!  In fact, in His own words He talks about the manna that was provided to the people in the wilderness, and He points to Himself and He says, “I am the Bread of Life!  God gave you manna in the wilderness but I’ve come down…I’m the Bread of life.”

31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 32 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."  34 "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.    
      (John 6:31-35)

So it’s a symbol.  It’s a picture.  Now, do the people have a clue?  Nooo.  But that’s not the point.  The point is everything is going to point ultimately to the Messiah.  

Aaron’s rod…Aaron’s rod that budded—a testimony to God’s choice for the High Priest.  It also pointed to God’s choice of Jesus to be our High Priest.  And it also addressed the issue of His resurrection from the dead and our ultimate resurrection.  Here’s a dead piece of wood that springs to life!!  What a marvelous picture of the resurrection!  You and I have hope for life because Christ was raised from the dead to the glory of the Father.  You and I, too, will have new life!!  

And the 10 Commandments speak, obviously, of God’s Word.  Then, Jesus is the “Living Word.”  But also, the tablets in that box would speak to the fact that Jesus lived His life on earth completely fulfilling God’s Word…every word—all the righteous requirements of the Law fully met by Jesus.

So, the ark is loaded with terrific symbolism and speaks volumes to us as believers about God’s care, God’s provision, about Jesus…it all points to Jesus!  

Next was the cover, the Atonement cover, or known by many as the “mercy seat.”  The Hebrew word for “mercy seat” means simply “covering” or atonement.  So this cover, made out of solid gold with these fashioned cherubim on either end…the idea here is a covering—not just of the box, it’s a covering for sin.  It’s a covering for sin which provides reconciliation through God’s mercy.  

This is what it’s all about.  This is what it comes down to.  It comes down to being reconciled with God.  That’s the key.  I can know the mercy of God.  I can know reconciliation with God.  I can have confidence that God is for me not against me any longer; that I am now in His camp, I’m not outside the camp.  I’m adopted into His family by this reconciliation.  

Now, the blood of the sacrificial animal was sprinkled on the mercy seat once a year on the Day of Atonement.  It’s at the mercy seat that God would cover their sin.  It was at the mercy seat that God would cleanse and pardon and forgive their sin.  It was at the mercy seat that God Himself would make atonement for the people, and He would reconcile them to Himself.  

You have to see this.  You and I, when we are conflicted in a relationship, we try to reconcile ourselves with them (with the person we’re conflicted with) but we have no way to reconcile them to us.  This is a miracle of God!  God reconciles us to Himself, and He makes the atonement!  He pays the price!  I mean, you have to just appreciate the magnitude of what God does.  It has to take your breath away!

It’s at the mercy seat where God’s wrath is once and for all appeased.  God pours out His wrath against all godlessness and wickedness.  God pours out His wrath against sin.  But there is only one place where His wrath will be appeased, and that’s at the mercy seat.  When the Israelite would come and the High Priest would sprinkle the blood of the sacrificed animal, that vicarious sacrifice, that life given on his behalf, that Israelite would come, literally covered by that blood, then God’s wrath would be appeased… annulled…cancelled.  

Now this mercy seat, this covering, rested on top of the ark.  It served simply as a top for the chest, a top of the ark, but it was always treated as a separate piece of furniture from the ark itself.  They were always treated as two pieces though they fit together.  Again, it was made out of pure gold with cherubim on each end with their wings spread, overshadowing it; and they’re looking down upon that center part where the blood would be sprinkled, and God would dwell above that.  

Interesting cherubim.  As I suggested to you earlier, cherubim probably refers to the very beings who live in God’s presence.  We get a little glimpse…it’s like when God has them make the ark and we see the cherubim, He pulls the curtain back a little bit into the throne room of heaven.  We get a glimpse of what it might look like and the beings that are most proximate to the throne—presumably cherubim.  

It’s also interesting…there’s a verse in Ezekiel 28:14—talks about one particular cherub. Are you familiar with that verse?  

14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. 




     (Ezekiel 28:14)

Who was that?  That was Lucifer prior to his fall.  It’s a veiled passage.  There’s a comparable passage in Isaiah 14 to Ezekiel 28.  

12 How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  



       (Isaiah 14:12)

You put those two passages together, you’re left with the conclusion that here was a being, presumably the most beautiful, the most powerful, the most perfect of all of God’s creatures, stood at the very throne of God, anointed as a guardian cherub (with its wings you see not unlike what’s reflected on the mercy seat), and yet what?  Iniquity was found in him.  

15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. 16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. 











           (Ezekiel 28:15-16)

Just because you’re perfect doesn’t mean that you can’t fall.  Adam and Eve were made perfect but they were made in an untested state of perfection and righteousness.  They had to be tested.  And I presume the same thing is true with Satan.  He stood at the very throne of God but was taken with his own beauty, his own perfection.  

13 You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High."  15 But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. 

  (Isaiah 14:13-15)

Pride comes before the fall.  Satan was the “anointed guardian cherub.”  Ohhh man!!  

Again, there are 4 verses.  Write these verses down.  You can look them up later. 1 Samuel 4:4, 2Samuel 6:2, Psalm 80:1, Psalm 99:1.  All speak of God being enthroned between the cherubim.  

4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.   



      (1 Samuel 4:4)

2 He and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.   







      (2 Samuel 6:2)

Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth….      






         (Psalm 80:1)

The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. 









         (Psalm 99:1)

Again, all reflective of this reality in heaven reflected on this mercy seat.

Now this is key, note this…it was the blood that made the cover the mercy seat.  It was the blood that made it the mercy seat.  If there was no blood, there was no mercy.  God could be merciful, He is merciful, but He can only extend that mercy given the fact that there was a life given to cover over the sin.  God just doesn’t wink at our sin and say, “Well, it doesn’t matter,” like we do.  No, a price has to be paid because sin is costly!  And it’s offensive to God—so a life has to be given.  It’s the blood that’s sprinkled that makes it the mercy seat.  And that sprinkled blood, as we have seen, is also symbolic of the work of who?  Jesus Christ.  The work of Christ in shedding His own blood so that you and I might obtain mercy from God.  

See, you have to appreciate what happened.  When you become a Christian, you have to know what this is all about.  You have to say, “Oh, I was a sinner.  I’m under God’s wrath!  I’m living in a house that’s on fire!  And there’s no escape!!  I’m going to burn up in this house!  I’m going to die for ever and ever and ever!!”  And yet, there is a voice that says, “No, here is a way!  Take this way!”  And that way is Jesus—but it’s by His blood.  I have to acknowledge that.  I have to say, “You died in my place.”  And that will only have value if you see your sin and you repent of it and say, “NO MORE!!  that I might obtain mercy from God.”  

The mercy of God:

1) saves us.  Say that with me.  “The mercy of God saves us!”  In Titus 3:5, Paul writes, 

5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his (what?) mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit…. 

(Titus 3:5)

It’s God’s mercy!  “Have mercy on me, O God!”  

Ephesians 2:4-5,

4 But because of his great love for us,





   (Ephesians 2:4a)

Moran, what’s the Hebrew word for love?  Hebrew word…all right.  There’s another word…His loving kindness, His mercy, His “chesed,” right?   

4 But because of his great love for us (His great loving kindness), God, who is rich in (what?) mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions (even when we were like Aaron’s rod—dead!  He made us alive!) — it is by grace you have been saved.  











 (Ephesians 2:4-5)

Oh I love that!  God’s mercy saves us.

God’s mercy: 

2) demands repentance for salvation.  Think about that.  God’s mercy demands repentance for salvation.  

In Joel 2:13—Joel, one of the later prophets, is speaking to the Jews, and he’s saying to them, 

13 Rend your heart and not your garments. 




           (Joel 2:13a)

Now, that was very typical for a person who was experiencing grief and remorse to rend their garments—that means tear their garments.  It’s an outward expression of an internal reality.  But by this time, it had become just a ceremonial expression.  There was no genuine heart rending.  There was no genuine repentance.  So Joel speaks to the people.  He says, “Don’t just tear your clothes, rend your heart!!  Repent!”  

Return to the LORD your God…



          


          (Joel 2:13b)

Implicit in that statement is the fact that they’re far away from Him.  There was no repentance. 

Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 


          (Joel 2:13b)

Boy, you were on the very edge of calamity!  You can smell it!  You can see it!  What could possibly prevent that calamity from overwhelming your life?  Turn!!  Run back under His wings!!  Repent!  

His mercy demands repentance!  

Jesus, when He came preaching, following after John the Baptist, both of them had the same message.  What was it?

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of (God) heaven is near."    










     (Matthew 4:17)

You can’t get into the Kingdom unless you repent.  It’s here!  Time’s at hand!  It’s right at the door!  Repent!!  Posture yourself so you can get in.  

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 7:10, He says, 

10 Godly sorrow brings (what?) repentance that leads to (?) salvation….    (2 Corinthians 7:10a)

Notice the progression of events.  What is godly sorrow?  What’s godly sorrow?  Godly sorrow is the kind of sorrow that God experiences over sin.  He is totally, absolutely repulsed by it!  Godly sorrow is different from human sorrow.  You know human sorrow, “I’m sorry.”  

Let me give you an example.  You’re driving down the highway.  The light turns yellow.  You gun it—like all people do to beat the light.  However, you don’t beat the light, and you know you don’t beat the light.  What’s the very next thing you do?  You look in your rear-view mirror.  (  It’s just an automatic impulse.  You look in your rear-view mirror and you see flashing red lights.  You go, “Ohhhh!  Praise the Lord!” (  (  Right?  Do you do that?  Noo!  And the officer comes up, you roll down your window and you say, “Officer, I’m throwing myself on the mercy of the law.  I’m sorry!!!”  Are you really sorry?  Yeah, you’re sorry…sorry you got caught!!!  (  Sorry you’re about to get a ticket! But are you really sorry that you broke the law?  No.  

Let me suggest to you that godly sorry…godly sorrow, not human sorrow, is the only sorrow that has the impetus, the power to turn you.  

10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to (what?) salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 





         (2 Corinthians 7:10)

You cannot be saved; you cannot enjoy the mercy of God unless you have truly repented!!  

There’s an object lesson for those people.  The blood was on that mercy seat—graphic illustration of the cost of sin.  They couldn’t get away from it.  You and I are much removed—2000 years from Jesus on that cross shedding His blood.  If truth be known, many Christians just are blasé about it.  We don’t weep over it when we think about it.  We don’t grieve over it.  We don’t fall on our face and our knees and say, “God, thank You.  Thank You!!”  

The mercy of God:

3) sent His Son.  The mercy of God sent His Son to become the merciful and faithful High Priest, to make atonement for sin, and to deliver us from death.  It was God’s mercy that sent Jesus—the only person who could atone for our sins, the only person who could deliver us from death.  It was God’s mercy.  God had mercy on us.  

I’ll give you a Scriptural reference: Hebrews 2:14-17.  You can write that down and look it up later.  We don’t have time. I’m going long again.  

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death — that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.     


           (Hebrews 2:14-17)

It was God’s mercy that:

4) forgives our sin.  

18 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 

         (Micah 7:18)

What a marvelous verse, huh?!

It’s the mercy of God that:

5) delivers us from the consuming trials of life day-by-day.  And there are trials that do consume us, or threaten to, isn’t that true?  I mean, that can be just overwhelming.  There isn’t a one of us who hasn’t been to the place… “Enough already!!  I can’t go another day!!  I can’t take another step!!”  And nothing changes.  And you have to go another day.  

I love Jeremiah’s words in the book of Lamentations,

22 Because of the LORD's great love (“chesed,” mercy—the words are interchangeable) we are not (what?) consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.      






    (Lamentations 3:22-23)

“Oh God!!  You are so good!!  God, thank You!  I can get up and face the day!!”  But I do so by faith…by faith in what He says.  By my growing experience with Him, He’s been faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful, faithful….  He’s shown me mercy.  I’m not consumed by life and the trials of life.  “God, it’s Your mercy and Your grace that sustains me and brings me through it!”

It’s God’s mercy that:

6) invites us to approach Him—that we can receive mercy and find help in our time of need.  It’s His mercy that invites me to do this.  I can approach Him…the writer to Hebrews in Hebrews 4:16 says this.  We can 

16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with…. 



   (Hebrews 4:16a)

What?  Timidity?  With doubt?  Uncertainty, “Well, I don’t know. I don’t….”  No!!  With what?!  

…confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 












   (Hebrews 4:16b)

“I can approach the throne of grace.  I can come boldly to God’s throne, and I can expect that He’s going to grant me mercy and help when I need it!!  He’s not going to leave me dangling!!  “Suffer!!!!!”  We do that to each other.  We say, “You deserve that!!  You suffer, you sucker!!”  (  “I’ll help you but not ‘til you’ve suffered for a little while.  I really want you to learn your lesson!”  (  Nooo!  Not God!  

It’s God’s mercy that:

7) knows no end.  God’s mercy knows no end!!  It reaches higher than the heavens…Psalm 108:4, 

4 For great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 












       (Psalm 108:4)

Oh man!!  You can’t exhaust His mercy!!  “God, You have enough mercy left over of me today?  Can I sneak in the side-door and get a little drop of mercy?”  No, you can’t exhaust it.  Isn’t that glorious?!  It’s His mercy.

All of this speaks to that mercy seat.  All of this speaks of the blood that was sprinkled which pictures the blood of Jesus on that cross—that you and I might know the mercy of God.  

Can you believe I got that all out of the Ark of the Covenant?  (  

The ark…you know, it’s fascinating when you understand what went on.   Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would go in, and he would sprinkle blood on the mercy seat.  He did not linger.  I don’t know if you know this or not.  He didn’t linger.  In fact, there were bells sewn around the hem of his garment so that the tinkling of the bells let people on the outside, the other priests in the outer court, know that the priest was still alive because it was a fearful thing to get into the presence of the Living God—especially if you might be ceremonially unclean.  He would kill you!!  And they knew that.  

When we get into the priesthood and all the ceremonies, you’ll see that it was just incredible what the requirements of the priests were before they could go in there.  And just in case, they would tie a rope around his waist so that when he went in to the Holy of Holies, if God did strike him dead, no one dared go in…they pulled him out!  (  That’s true.  That’s the true story.  

So what the priest did when he went in with the blood of the sacrifice to sprinkle it on the mercy seat, he would rush in, sprinkle it and rush out. (  He’s not taking any chances!  

Christ, our High Priest, when He made His offering (Hebrews chapter 9), didn’t rush in and rush out; He sat down at the right hand of the Father.  He sat down at the right hand.  He is still there for us today.  He died down here to save us.  He lives in heaven to keep us saved!  Somebody say, “Hallelujah!!  (Hallelujah!!)  And it is through Him, who is making intercession for us, our advocate…it is through Jesus that we find our mercy and help with God.  

Far too many believers try to fight the battle down here alone.  They may say, “God is my help,” but in effect, they’re fighting it all by themselves.  How do you know that?  It’s because they’re depressed, they’re depleted, they’re exhausted, they’re hopeless….  It’s just a testimony they’re fighting it by themselves.  They’re trying to meet the issues of life alone.  We’re not able to do that.  We’re just not built for it.  We’re not strong enough.  We need His help.

Paul prayed this prayer for the Ephesians—Ephesians 1:19-20.  He prayed that the mighty power that raised Christ from the dead might work in them…God’s resurrection power might work in those Ephesians.  

19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms….    



         (Ephesians 1:19-20)

Beloved, you and I need to lay hold of that power.  And we lay hold of it how?  How do you lay hold of that resurrection power for your life?  By faith.  By faith!!  What does that mean?  “I believe this stuff!  I believe that God’s mercy and His grace are there.  I believe that God cares for me and loves me.  I believe this!!”  I don’t come into the throne room doubting.  I don’t come into the throne room afraid.  I come into the throne room confidently.  “God you love me!  You promised to meet this need.  You promised to help me.  I’m going to trust You!!”  

Now what do I do while I’m waiting on Him to meet the need?  What is my part?  Do I just sit down and do nothing?  Tap my toe?  No, my part is that I do what I’m supposed to do.  What am I supposed to do?  I told you last time.  What was it?  Obey!  Just do what He says.  “Ok, I’m going to trust You.  It doesn’t make sense.  Common sense tells me to do this.  My human wisdom and knowledge tells me to do this but Your Word says to do this.  So I’m going to do what Your Word says.”  Why?  “Because I believe You!  I’m going to do things Your way.”  And when you take that step of faith, even though you don’t understand everything yet, you just simply take that step of faith…BOOM!!  That’s where the power is.  Not one nano second before—not one nano second late.  That’s when the power comes.  I take that step of faith in obedience.  That’s how I lay hold of the power of God.  

The Ark of the Covenant…amazing the things you can dig out of that box.  You love Jesus?  Thankful for the ark?  And all the ark pictures?  The mercy of God.  

Father, thank You for Your love for us.  Thank You for Your mercy.  Lord, all of us, if truth be known, all of us this morning, in our heart of hearts, say, “God, Thank You.”  Be merciful to us.  Continue, Lord, to extend Your mercy and grace to us.  Help us, Lord, to honor You in all things.  Help us, Lord, to embrace the truth…to come to You in faith and believe, Lord, that we know Your power.  Your power that You want us to know.  Lord, thank You.  We love you this morning.  We pray these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen?  Amen!  
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