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Friday evening, as we were concluding the worship, that image was up on the screen… (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is referring to a picture of what the Ark is supposed to have looked like.)  I just looked at it, and I was taken by the reality that the very presence of God dwelt over that in the Holy of Holies.  Just looking at it….  Now, obviously, that’s not the Ark.  It’s a representation of the Ark.  But the original Ark…that God’s presence dwelt over that in the midst of His people.  And I just…you know, how you just kind of get a glimpse of something?  It’s just a flash before your mind, and you want to capture it?  I couldn’t quite capture it but it was just…it almost took my breath away for just a couple of moments.  It was personally a very, very moving moment to me, and I knew you would want to know about that.  ( 

If you open your Bibles to the 26th chapter of Exodus, I want to talk to you this morning about a tent…a tent…a tent in the wilderness.  It’s a picture of our life…our lives individually, our lives corporately.  We live, Paul says, in a tent, don’t we?  A temporary dwelling place in the midst of the wilderness—the wilderness of the world.  What a metaphor the tabernacle is for our life.  What a metaphor the tabernacle is for the church.  But it’s not just that we live, it’s that God lives in us.  

I’m always taken by that song, you know, “I’m so Amazed!”  And the one stanza that says that “You would dwell in this lowly place.”  And it just always reminds me—here is the God of the universe, the Creator of the universe who deigns to dwell in this lowly place, in the midst of the wilderness.  It just…I don’t know about you; it just continues to blow my mind.  And to try to capture the full meaning of all of that is just overwhelming to me.  

But I want to talk to you this morning out of the 26th chapter of Exodus and about the tent/the tabernacle.  There is a companion passage in the 36th chapter of Exodus which really is the fulfillment.  In this section is where God gives the instructions—the 36th chapter where they actually do build the tabernacle.  So when you read these passages (we’re not going to read them this morning), I want you to read them together—read the 26th and then go over and read the 36th chapter along with it.  

Exodus 26

1 "Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 2 All the curtains are to be the same size — twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide.   3 Join five of the curtains together, and do the same with the other five. 4 Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and do the same with the end curtain in the other set. 5 Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 6 Then make fifty gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains together so that the tabernacle is a unit. 

7 "Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle — eleven altogether. 8 All eleven curtains are to be the same size — thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.   9 Join five of the curtains together into one set and the other six into another set. Fold the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent. 10 Make fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 11 Then make fifty bronze clasps and put them in the loops to fasten the tent together as a unit. 12 As for the additional length of the tent curtains, the half curtain that is left over is to hang down at the rear of the tabernacle. 13 The tent curtains will be a cubit longer on both sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the tabernacle so as to cover it. 14 Make for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.   

15 "Make upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 16 Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide, 17 with two projections set parallel to each other. Make all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 18 Make twenty frames for the south side of the tabernacle 19 and make forty silver bases to go under them — two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 20 For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty frames 21 and forty silver bases — two under each frame. 22 Make six frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 23 and make two frames for the corners at the far end. 24 At these two corners they must be double from the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted into a single ring; both shall be like that. 25 So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases — two under each frame. 

26 "Also make crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 27 five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 28 The center crossbar is to extend from end to end at the middle of the frames. 29 Overlay the frames with gold and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. Also overlay the crossbars with gold. 

30 "Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the mountain. 

31 "Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 32 Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. 33 Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 34 Put the atonement cover on the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy Place. 35 Place the table outside the curtain on the north side of the tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite it on the south side. 

36 "For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen — the work of an embroiderer. 37 Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast five bronze bases for them.             (Exodus 26:1-37)

Exodus 36:8-38

8 All the skilled men among the workmen made the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman. 9 All the curtains were the same size — twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide.   10 They joined five of the curtains together and did the same with the other five. 11 Then they made loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and the same was done with the end curtain in the other set. 12 They also made fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 13 Then they made fifty gold clasps and used them to fasten the two sets of curtains together so that the tabernacle was a unit. 

14 They made curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle — eleven altogether. 15 All eleven curtains were the same size — thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.   16 They joined five of the curtains into one set and the other six into another set. 17 Then they made fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 18 They made fifty bronze clasps to fasten the tent together as a unit. 19 Then they made for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.   

20 They made upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 21 Each frame was ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide, 22 with two projections set parallel to each other. They made all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 23 They made twenty frames for the south side of the tabernacle 24 and made forty silver bases to go under them — two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 25 For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, they made twenty frames 26 and forty silver bases — two under each frame. 27 They made six frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 28 and two frames were made for the corners of the tabernacle at the far end. 29 At these two corners the frames were double from the bottom all the way to the top and fitted into a single ring; both were made alike. 30 So there were eight frames and sixteen silver bases — two under each frame. 

31 They also made crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 32 five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 33 They made the center crossbar so that it extended from end to end at the middle of the frames. 34 They overlaid the frames with gold and made gold rings to hold the crossbars. They also overlaid the crossbars with gold. 

35 They made the curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. 36 They made four posts of acacia wood for it and overlaid them with gold. They made gold hooks for them and cast their four silver bases. 37 For the entrance to the tent they made a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen — the work of an embroiderer; 38 and they made five posts with hooks for them. They overlaid the tops of the posts and their bands with gold and made their five bases of bronze. 











          (Exodus 36:8-38)

The tabernacle was, very simply, to be the dwelling of God among His people.  It was meant to symbolize a number of things but essentially, it was meant to symbolize how man, or how, more particularly, the Israelites were to approach God.  But more particularly, how they were to worship Him.  This is all about worship.  Our lives are to be an expression of worship.  If you get nothing else out of this morning, get that out of it:  “My life is meant to be an expression of worship.”  The tabernacle teaches us about worship and how God is to be approached in worship.  

This was to be God’s first dwelling place on earth.  He had walked with Adam in the Garden of Eden.  He had spoken to the Patriarchs—we saw that as we studied through the book of Genesis.  He had visibly visited with Abraham.  But He had no, up to this point…He had no special dwelling place on earth—as if He needed one.  But now, however, He comes down to dwell among His (now this is notable) among His redeemed people.  He comes to dwell among His redeemed people; and from then ‘til now, He has had a dwelling on earth.  His dwelling with His redeemed people started back there in the tabernacle, and He has continued to dwell on earth with His people in a number of ways.  After the tabernacle came the temple, and God’s presence dwelt in the temple—in the Holy of Holies in the temple.  After the temple, there was the Word that became flesh, and as John says, “tabernacled” amongst us—John 1:14,

14 And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth.    (John 1:14 Young’s Literal Translation)

So you see this progression: He moves from the tabernacle to the temple then to the Son who is the Word become flesh.  And then, following the incarnation came the church.  The Bible tells us the church is a spiritual house…spiritual house.  We are a spiritual house.  We are, in the words of Paul in Ephesians chapter 2, a “holy temple.”  We are a “dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 








         (Ephesians 2:21-22)

This is the truth.  It’s imperative that you and I keep that in the forefront of our thinking—that this…not the building, the people….  We say, “Let’s go to church,” and we point toward the building.  We understand.  But the reality is that “going to church” means going to be corporately-together God’s dwelling place—God’s people are coming together.  It is an awesome thing when God’s people gather together.  We dare not diminish that.  We dare not think, “Well, it’s an optional thing.  You know, I don’t feel like going today.”  That’s very human.  That’s why it’s imperative, I think, that we keep in the forefront of our mind that, “No, this is the dwelling of God.  I’m going to…we’re going to meet God.  God’s going to move in my midst…in our midst as we come and worship Him this morning.”  

So the church is God’s present tabernacle.  The church is God’s dwelling place on earth now.  He chooses to dwell with men!  Get a hold of that.  You have somebody very, very important in your life—someone who is notable, famous, powerful, and they choose to come visit you.  They choose to come stay with you.  You are what?  You are honored by that, right?  Not withstanding whatever your political feelings are and so forth but let’s assume that you esteem the President of the United States, whoever it might be… highly!  And you get a phone call, “The President is going to visit Southern California, and he wants to stay with you.  He wants to stay with a family in Southern California, and you’ve been chosen!”  Would you be honored by that?  Would you make sure the house was clean?  (  And the word is that the President doesn’t want you to do anything special—but would you do something special?!!  (  Would you feel honored?  You see, if we understand that just at the temporal level, how much more the fact that the majestic Creator of the universe chooses to live in us?!!!  

Sometimes I think that we as Christians are so familiar with this reality that we almost become jaded.  We think, “Ho hum.  I’ve heard this before.”  We should be hearing it every day, and every day we hear it we go, “WOW!!  WOW!!  Thank You for reminding me!”

Revelation chapter 21, at the consummation of the whole world and all of time, John writes this,

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, 







    


            (Revelation 21:3a)

We’re going to see Him.  Right now He lives in us.  Jesus told His disciples that the Holy Spirit would be given.  He was with them but then He would be in them, the Spirit of God.  

And John says, at the end of time, at the consummation of all things, when the new heavens and the new earth… that God is going to dwell on earth.  We’re going to see Him face to face.  We are going to be with Him!  But more importantly, He is going to be with us!!

Think about it!  This tiny speck of dust in this incredibly vast universe—earth, humans, the redeemed… that the Creator God is going to be and dwell with us!!  Isn’t that exciting?  That’s our hope!  That’s the living hope that Peter talks about that we have.  

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead….












          (1 Peter 1:3)

That one day…one day all this is going to be over.  Listen, he says, 

"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” 


          (Revelation 21: 3b)

That is so immense!  We say, “Well, He’s my God now.”  Yeah, but the reality of finally seeing Him and being with Him tangibly, physically, visibly is going to be so amazing that the impact of Him being Your God is going to be so much greater!  It’s just like, “I’m finally with that person!”  You’re in love, and that person you love is at a great distance and you’re corresponding via letters and telephone and email and all that stuff but you look forward to finally being with that person.  And we’re finally with Him.  John goes on and he says,

4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."    



 (Revelation 21:4)

How we long for that!  Amen?  Somebody say, “Hallelujah!” for that.  Amen!!  What an awesome thing!  What an awesome hope; what an awesome concept, if you will.  I can’t even think of the right word to describe it.  The great Creator of the universe, the Sovereign Lord and Majesty of all wants to dwell among His people!!  That just takes my breath away every time I think about it.  

What’s even more amazing is that God wants to dwell in a world where many people ignore Him and scorn Him.  How many of us go to work, or we go to school, or we have a sphere of influence where we’re ignored and scorned?  We’re not really welcomed.  We feel like we’re outsiders.  And we don’t really want to go there.  But God wants to come!  He wants to dwell in a world that ignores Him.  He wants to dwell in a world among His people.  He wants to dwell in a world where many people just absolutely curse Him and deny Him.  He wants to dwell in a world where many people have allowed, literally, the evil to run rampant in their lives.  Their lives are out of control.  They have no appetite, no desire for the things of God whatsoever.  And God wants to be there!!  He wants His presence to dwell in the midst of His people in that kind of environment.  God wants to dwell in a world where people have killed His one and only Son.  

I don’t know about you; I have one and only son.  I describe him as, “my son, my son, my only son whom I love.”  And if there where people who killed him, I would not want to dwell in their midst.  I would want to just kill them!  It would be very hard for me to have compassion and grace.  This is what boggles my mind about God!  He wants to dwell in the midst of a people who hate Him!!  Who hate Him so much that they would kill His Son!!  

The picture we have revealed in the tabernacle is simply this:  God wants to live among His people!  It shows us the steps that God has taken to provide man with a relationship with Himself.  It’s all about that.  It’s all about a relationship.  God desires a relationship with His creation.  That’s why He’s made us like Him.  We are the only aspect of creation, the Bible says, that’s “made in the very image of God.”  

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.    







      (Genesis 1:27)

And it’s all so that we could be in relationship.  But God has always taken the initiative to do these things. God has revealed His great compassion through the tabernacle, through His desire to dwell…and as He does this, He’s revealing His compassion.  He’s revealing His love.  He’s revealing the fact that He wants to teach His people two very important lessons—two very important truths through the tabernacle:  1) that He loves them.  He wanted to be with them. 2) And secondly, how He was to be approached in worship. And He will describe the exact way in which we are to approach Him.  We’re not left to our own devises.  We’re not left to wonder.  We’re not left to go, “Gosh, I’m not sure how I should do this.”  

I remember I had a professor in seminary who gave me an assignment to write a certain paper.  He gave me no instructions, no directions, and it was the most frustrating experience I’ve ever had!  I would go to him and I’d say, “Well, give me some guidelines.  What should I do?”  And he said, “No.”  God is not like that.  He doesn’t leave me to my own devises.  He tells me exactly what to do and how to do it.  He doesn’t mean for me to be frustrated.  

Now, in seeking to interpret the tabernacle, we have to remember some things.  The writer to the Hebrews gives us some important clues.  He says in Hebrews 8:5 that the tabernacle is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.

5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."   



       (Hebrews 8:5)

What’s in heaven?  Well, the very presence, the very throne, if you will, the place where God dwells.  And we have a shadow, a copy of that in the tabernacle.  Now, what all that means is kind of dim.  We look through a glass dimly.  Isn’t that what Paul says in Corinthians? 

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.   


       (1 Corinthians 13:12)

We don’t fully comprehend these things.  

In Hebrews 9:23-24, he says it is a copy of heavenly things, a copy of the one true sanctuary.

23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.  




           (Hebrews 9:23-24)

In Hebrews 10:1, 

1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming — not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 





     (Hebrews 10:1)

So we’re given some hints.  The tabernacle is meant to point us to something.  It was not only the physical dwelling for God among the Israelites, but it was intended to signify spiritual realities.  And as we study the tabernacle (as we’ve been studying the furnishings up to this point—the Ark of the Covenant, the Table, the Lampstand and so forth) as we study these things and we begin to look at the details, we begin to understand and grasp something of the imagery and the spiritual realities.  

So in the tabernacle we can see copies, shadows, figures of heavenly things, the spiritual things.  Things that are ultimately revealed where?  Where are they revealed?  In Christ.  That’s right.  Whenever you read the Old Testament, you study the Old Testament, you’re always looking for Jesus.  How does this typify, how does this pre-figure, how does this point me to Jesus?  The Old Testament…another term to describe the Old Testament is The Law and The Prophets.  How many have heard that?  The Law and the Prophets.  It encompasses the entire Old Testament.  The first 5 books are the Pentateuch.  The Law, History, the Prophets…all of the Old Testament is fulfilled in Jesus.  This is the miracle of the Bible!  The revelation of God!  People say, “Well, how do you know Jesus is the way?”  “Let me show you.  Let me take you back to the very first page.”  And you turn the page after page after page, and as you have eyes to see and recognize, and you see Jesus revealed in all these things, then you point them.  You say, “ Look at.  See how this is Jesus.  This is Jesus. This is Jesus.”  Prophecy after prophecy after prophecy.  Type after type after type.  We see this in the tabernacle.  

Now, in chapter 26 and chapter 36, they major on basically the construction of the tabernacle.  And the tabernacle is broken down and described in 4 elements.  

I) The first part…it was basically a tent constructed of 4 coverings.  Now, we’re going to look at those    four coverings and what they signify.

II) Secondly, it was a tent that was draped over an acacia wood frame.  That’s going to mean something.

III) Thirdly, it was to be a tent that would include a very, very special inner curtain.

IV) Fourthly, it would be a tent with an outer curtain.

I) 

Now let’s look at the first part.  The first 14 verses describe the 4 coverings that make up the actual tent itself.  Now, these four coverings were intended to be the roof and the sides of the tabernacle.  You know the tabernacle was partitioned off into two sections:  the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  The Holy of Holies was where the Ark of the Covenant was, and the Holy Place was the place where the Lampstand was, the Table that held the bread, and the Altar of Incense just outside… separated by that veil.  We’ll talk about that in a minute.  

Let’s examine these coverings.  The first covering was made of what?  How many have read the passage already?  How many read ahead?  6 of you.  All right!  (  It’s ok to read ahead.  A number of you’ve said, “You know, I’ve read ahead…I’m reading ahead because I want to see if I can figure out what you’re going to tell me on the weekend.”  So you can kind of make a game out of it.

A) 

What’s the first covering made out of?  How many know?  Linen…linen.  Now there are threads woven into the linen, we’ll describe those in a second.  It’s made out of 10 linen curtains, and those ten linen curtains would serve as the inside ceiling and walls of the tabernacle.  Only the priests would see this inside covering.  These curtains (this inside curtain, if you will, this inside covering) symbolized, because it was made out of white linen, it symbolized purity—the purity and the righteousness of God.  Now this was significant because as the priest would enter into the Holy Place he would be confronted by this white linen curtain which had woven into it blue, purple and scarlet threads with cherubim embroidered into it (the images of cherubim).  And when the priest would enter in to that inner court, into the Holy Place, it was meant that he would never ever lose sight of the very character of God.  As he looked around, as the light from the lampstand illuminated that inner room, cast a glow over the Table and the Altar of Incense and the Lampstand itself, he could see the images of the cherubim—it was meant that he would never ever lose sight of the character of God.  

1 "Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman.


       (Exodus 26:1)

He saw the blue and the purple and the scarlet yarn all twisted and sewn together to make this inner curtain.  The blue would cause him to remember God’s heavenly nature; the purple would cause him to be mindful of God’s royal nature, His kingly nature; and, the scarlet would remind the priest of God’s grace in receiving and accepting man through sacrifice.  The priest was bound to be caught up in the worship of God and all that God was as he contemplated all of these elements—not withstanding the furnishings in the Holy Place.  It had to be an awesome experience to walk into that room and to sense the awesomeness and the fact that the very presence of God was just on the other side of that curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  

Everything in the sanctuary magnified God’s glory.  Everything in the sanctuary made even the most prideful man take note of how small he was when he was in the presence of a pure and righteous God.  Does anybody know what I’m talking about?

When you know that you’re in the presence of God, all of a sudden your puniness becomes very apparent.  His righteousness and your relative unrighteousness, humanly speaking, becomes very apparent.  

The cherubim that were embroidered into this inner curtain, again, were meant to be an ever-present reminder that the tabernacle was an earthly representation of the heavenly tabernacle—where God is enthroned between the cherubim.  Again, the place where God resides, every aspect of this was to point to His nature, His character, His goodness, His righteousness, His throne.  

The size of the curtain, the curtain itself, in terms of measurement, was about 42 feet long x 6 feet wide.  Two groups of 5 of those were sewn together and made 2 sets of long curtains.  When you read the account you see that on the inner edge of the one set on each side 50 loops were sewn and those loops were joined by 50 gold clasps…gold.  God holds it together.  Gold, the picture of God.  God’s holding all this together.  Do you see? The imagery is just tremendous!  And that made the tabernacle essentially one large single tent.  

2 All the curtains are to be the same size — twenty-eight cubits long and four cubits wide.   3 Join five of the curtains together, and do the same with the other five. 4 Make loops of blue material along the edge of the end curtain in one set, and do the same with the end curtain in the other set. 5 Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops opposite each other. 6 Then make fifty gold clasps and use them to fasten the curtains together so that the tabernacle is a unit. 


               (Exodus 26:2-6)

This points us to Jesus.  Jesus…Jesus Christ fulfills the symbolism of the inner curtains being the perfect embodiment of purity and righteousness.  Would you agree?  Paul writes of Jesus in 2 Corinthians chapter 5.  He says,

21 God made him who had no sin (another way to say pure and righteous) to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 


         (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Notice Paul’s phrase: “in him.”  You see all of his letters, when you read Paul’s letters, he uses this phrase all the time—“in him,” “in Christ,” “in Christ,” “in Christ Jesus.”  It’s always in this relationship with Him that we now are counted as righteous.  Everything that we’ve longed for, everything that we hoped for is fulfilled in Him and in our relationship with Him.  Apart from Christ, we’re nothing.  Apart from Christ, we’re lost.  It’s only in Him.  So, the curtains picture Jesus in terms of His purity/His righteousness which is accorded to us because we are incorporated into relationship with Him.  

In Hebrews 7:26, the writer to the Hebrews, speaking of Jesus as our High Priest, characterizes Him as 

26 Such a high priest meets our need — one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.    






     (Hebrews 7:26)

Again, picturing His purity and His righteousness—those curtains.  So that inner curtain pointed to the very character of God, pointed to Jesus as the perfect reflection of God in His nature, His character, His being.

B) 

Now, the second covering was made of what?  Goat hair…goat hair.  

7 "Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the tabernacle — eleven altogether. 8 All eleven curtains are to be the same size — thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.   9 Join five of the curtains together into one set and the other six into another set. Fold the sixth curtain double at the front of the tent. 






 
   (Exodus 26:7-9)

Now the goat hair symbolized the need for the sin offering.  It symbolized the need for cleansing.  This outer curtain was laid over the inner curtain.  It pictures that a person’s sins must be forgiven before he can approach the righteousness of God.  Now the inner curtain pictures what?  The righteousness of God, right? So before a person can approach God in His righteousness, his sins must be forgiven—hence, this goat hair covering.  

The goat hair was black in color, coarse to the touch, in other words, not very appealing.  Sin is never a pretty picture, is it?  So this goat hair covering symbolizes much.  But it speaks of sacrifice.  The fact that God forgives our sins through the proper sacrifice.  

Now this curtain also was held together by clasps—not gold ones; it was held together by bronze clasps.

10 Make fifty loops along the edge of the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end curtain in the other set. 11 Then make fifty bronze clasps and put them in the loops to fasten the tent together as a unit. 12 As for the additional length of the tent curtains, the half curtain that is left over is to hang down at the rear of the tabernacle. 13 The tent curtains will be a cubit longer on both sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the tabernacle so as to cover it.   

    








          (Exodus 26: 10-13)

Why bronze instead of gold, do you think?  Well, the secret is found in the intent for that particular covering.  It was to symbolize what?  What did I say earlier?  The sin offering.  Where was the sin offering made?  Anybody recall?  Outside in the Outer Court on the bronze altar.  Do you see?  There’s a correlation between the bronze altar where the sacrifice for sin was made and the very clips that hold this second covering together—the goat skin covering that symbolized the need for a sacrifice for sin.  

Jesus Christ is pictured also in this second covering.  Jesus Christ is the one who took the blackness of sin upon Himself.  Isn’t that true?  Listen to Isaiah 53, the latter part of verse 6,

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 






         (Isaiah 53:6)

Now you have to appreciate this imagery.  Here is this beautiful inner curtain—picturing what?  Purity and righteousness of God…or of Christ.  And this second curtain pictures what?  Sin and the sin offering…laid over the righteousness. (Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is acting out putting the pure linen curtain over a framework and then the goatskin/sin offering curtain laid on that.)  So here’s Jesus, in whom there is no sin, made to be sin for us.  Do you see this?  So that second layer, that second curtain now that represents the sin offering, Jesus becomes the sin offering.  So here is His second role—not only is He God, pure and righteous but now He becomes sin for us and the sin offering of us!  

Throughout Scripture the goat is pictured as an animal used in the sin offering.  Leviticus 16:5-28 talks about the “scapegoat” upon which the priest would lay his hands and then the goat was removed from the camp, taken out to a far, far place.  The picture is of all the sins of the people are transferred on to the goat and then the goat had to be taken way outside the camp.  It was the “scapegoat.”  We understand sometimes we’re a scapegoat for somebody, right?  You understand the term.  That’s where it came from.  

In Numbers 28:15 God instructs, He says,

15 Besides the regular burnt offering with its drink offering, one male goat is to be presented to the LORD as a sin offering.    






  (Numbers 28:15)

So this connection between the sin offering and this goat-hair covering ultimately points us to Jesus as the sin offering.  Not only is He righteous but He becomes the sin offering.  

C) 

Now, what about the third covering?  What’s the third covering?  Rams skins dyed what?  Red.

14 Make for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed red, 



   (Exodus 26:14a)

This would symbolize, obviously, what?  Blood.  But it symbolized not just blood, any ol’ blood, it symbolized sacrificial blood.  And again, it points us to who?  Jesus!  It’s pointed us to the blood Jesus shed on behalf of sinners.  So not only is He righteous and pure, not only is He the sin offering, but now He pays the price!!  It’s His blood for those sins!!  Layer after layer after layer pictures Christ in His work.  

Let me talk to you for a minute about the blood of Jesus and what the blood of Jesus accomplishes.  Again, the blood speaks simply of His death—His life given.  Remember, “The wages of sin is…?”  Death.  Sin is costly.  Sin is not some minor inconvenience.  For people who are repentant of their sin, Jesus’ death will cover that.  People who are not repentant of their sin, they’re going to pay for their sins for ever and ever and ever.  Sin is costly: eternal death—eternal separation.  But the blood of Jesus….  Let me share with you some points just from the New Testament:

In Matthew 26:28, it is by the blood of Jesus that our sins are forgiven.  There is no forgiveness of sins without the shedding of blood—without a life being given. In the Old Testament it was the sacrifices, these vicarious sacrifices of these animals—a life was given.  But those were only temporary, as we shall see. 

Jesus’ words recorded by Matthew,

28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 












   (Matthew 26:28)

It is by the blood of Jesus that He has purchased us.  In Acts 20:28, Paul, in speaking to the Ephesian elders, reminds them that the church, he says, 

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  (Acts 20:28)

You and I have been purchased!  Paul rehearses that reality in Corinthians when he says you do not belong to yourself.  You’ve been bought with a price.  We belong to Him.

19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 







    (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

So you can’t say, “Well, it’s my life!  I can live it any whichever way I want!”  No, no, no!  It’s not your life anymore.  You’ve exchanged ownership of your life for salvation and servitude to Christ in righteousness.  It’s not your life anymore.  You don’t have a right to do whatever you want.  You’ve been purchased; you’ve been bought with a price.  And that price is the precious blood of Jesus Christ Himself.  

It is by the blood of Jesus that we are justified.  Justified—a theological term.  Justification by faith.  Justified—what does that mean?  It means…it translates very simply into this, “Just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned.”  God looks at me now…He has justified me.  I am just in His eyes.  It is just as if I’d never sinned.  Isn’t that marvelous?  But it is by the blood of Jesus, that price has made me just in God’s eyes.

Romans 5:9,

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood,   


                  (Romans 5:9a)

It’s fascinating, linguistically in the Greek text, “have been justified,” is in the perfect tense.  It’s done!  It’s finished!  It’s not, “Well, maybe, partly justified.”  No!  “Since we have been justified!!”  It’s a done deal.  

…how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!     
      (Romans 5:9b)

If He’s justified me, if He sees me just as if I’d never sinned, how much more guarantee will I have that I will be saved from God’s wrath?  Isn’t that glorious?  But it’s by the blood of who?  Jesus.  You see the blood is so critical…pictured by that third layer of curtain.  

It is by the blood of Jesus that our consciences are cleansed from acts that lead to death.  Hebrews 9:14,

14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!     








     (Hebrews 9:14)

Oh my, how many people are so plagued by their conscience, so plagued by their life and how they’ve lived it, so plagued, so haunted, so fearful, so anxious?  They can’t even identify what causes their anxieties and their fears.  It’s a conscience that haunts them…a conscience that haunts them.  But when you come to Christ, His blood cleanses that conscience so that you can know what it means to be free.  You can know what it means to have a new fresh start!  

It is by the blood of Jesus that we are cleansed from all sin.  1 John 1:7,

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.      



          (1 John 1:7)

It is by the blood of Jesus that we are freed from the power of sin.  Revelation 1:5, 

5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 











   (Revelation 1:5)

Freed us!  The implication is that we were under the power and the grip of sin but it is by His blood, as He’s purchased us out of that slave market that now we are free.  We are delivered from the power of sin.  This is what Paul reiterates in Romans 6.  Sin shall no longer be your master.  

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.          (Romans 6:1-18)

We’ve been set free from its power!!  Oh what implications for the believer!  What implications for the Christian!!  How many of us have said, “Oh, uh, I…I just can’t seem to cast off this problem/this habit/this sin.”  Wait a minute!  That’s a weasel-ly excuse.  When you know the truth of the Scriptures, the Scriptures say, “No, No!  You’ve been set freeeee!  Sin shall no longer be your master!  You can say ‘No!’ to it.  You can exercise a new life now.  That is really the truth!!!! ”  But it takes faith.  It takes courage to take a step of faith and to walk in that newness of life doesn’t it?  I think sometimes we’re so settled in our weakness and so settled in our sin that, you know, we just give up.  It’s as if we have no hope when in fact He’s delivered us from the very power, the grip of sin in our life.  He means for us to have life and have it to the full!  Doesn’t He?!!

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 








         (John 10:10)

So He says, “I’ve given this to you.  I’ve made the way straight.  Now come on, walk in it!!”  “Well, I don’t know if I can….”  “Come on, be brave!  Be bold!  Let’s goooo!!”  “Well…I don’t know….  I don’t know….”  We’ve been set free, Beloved, from the power of sin by the blood of Jesus!  And it is the Christian who acknowledges this.  It is the Christian who is ready and willing to take a next step of faith and begin to experience the reality of freedom.  And the more Christians who walk in the freedom that God has given us, we are light for other people.  There really is hope.  Being a Christian really is the best thing going!!  People look at our life and they say, “How can you be so free?”  “Because Jesus has set me free—by His blood…by His blood!!”  

So that third curtain, that third layer, if you will, pictures the blood of Jesus that does sooooo much!!

D) 

The fourth and outside covering was of skin…some kind of skin—some translations a badger skin, seal skin…there’s a number of interpretations of this but the reality is, it was a tough, leathery outer covering.

…and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.   



   (Exodus 26:14b)

This obviously was to provide protection from the weather and the hazards of the desert, the sandstorms and so forth that would assail….  It would keep the tabernacle safe in the face of all that was in the wilderness.  In simple terms, that fourth and outer covering “kept the bad things out and the good things in.”  Doesn’t that sound marvelous?  

May I suggest to you that that outer covering also pictures the protection of Jesus.  Jesus protects our life.  He protects us.  He protects us by “keeping the bad things out and the good things in.”  Has anybody ever noticed that—He keeps the bad things out and the good things in?  The bad things badger us, don’t they, for attention?  The bad things want to get in and want to take root again in our life but miraculously, marvelously He keeps them out…and He keeps the good things in—His life, His joy, His peace, His goodness.  You may drift for a little while but He brings you back.  Have you noticed?  You may lose it for a little while.  You may lose perspective but He brings you back.  

1) He protects you!  And He causes us to be mindful of what He’s doing.  In 1 John 2:15-16, He warns us about the world, how the world wants to influence and dilute our devotion to Him, and He says, “Don’t love the world, and don’t love the things in the world.”

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the Father but from the world.   










   (1 John 2:15-16)

And the more we take His words to heart simply by faith, “I believe that.  Ok, Lord, I don’t understand it all but I’m not going to love the world because You said not to love the world.  And I’m not going to love the things of the world because You said not to.  Ok.  I don’t understand it all but I’m going to do what You say.”  He protects me.  He protects me!  I’m not seduced by the allure of the world and fame and money and all the world has to offer; and in so doing, that which is inside becomes more real, and my devotion to Him becomes more substantial.  

2) He protects me against the flesh.  Does the flesh love God?  Does my fleshly human nature love God?  (No!)  Not hardly!!  Does my fleshly human nature love the things of God?  (No!)  Does my fleshly human nature want to serve God?  NO!!  It wants to sleep in!  (  It wants to eat whatever it wants, when it wants.  How many have noticed that?  (  How many have noticed it’s hard to keep this fleshly nature in control? How many have noticed that when you’re devoted to the Lord it’s so much easier to keep this fleshly nature in control?  Galatians chapter 5, Paul contrasts life in the Spirit with life in the flesh.  He says, “If you walk after the Spirit, if you keep in step with the Spirit, you will not what?  Fulfill the appetites/the desires of the flesh.  

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 



          (Galatians 5:16-18)

And he goes on to itemize and to list the manifestations of the flesh.

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 


          (Galatians 5:19-21)

And then correspondingly, he says if you walk in the Spirit, you will begin to demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.   








          (Galatians 5:22-25)

I think it’s a safe assumption that all of us would like to be more loving, right?  More joyful, more peaceful, kinder, gentler, and so forth?  The fruit of the Spirit—but it’s Jesus who provides that.  He provides the protection for our life when we read Galatians chapter 5 and we say, “Oh, ok. Ok!  I’m going to walk after the Spirit. I’m not going to walk after the flesh.  I’m going to do what You say, Lord.  I’m going to trust You.”  And in so doing, He protects our life.  

3) How about spiritual forces and darkness—the devil?  Does the devil try to get into our life?  Ohhhh, big time!!  You read Ephesians chapter 6, and it’s in Ephesians chapter 6 that Paul gives us a listing, insight, understanding of weapons of spiritual warfare.  He says we’re not battling against flesh and blood.  We’re not fighting people.  There are spiritual forces, demonic forces that are determined to undermine your life!!  

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 






         (Ephesians 6:10-18)

They’re attacking you!  It’s not that person.  You have to look past that person to the spiritual force that’s inciting that person.  

I talked to a woman one time whose husband was just…an unbeliever.  She was a believer.  He was just as mean as mean could be to her.  And she was just loving and gracious to him…you know, “a kind word turns away wrath.”

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

     (Proverbs 15:1)

She was doing all she knew how to do, and she couldn’t understand it.  And there was something in her that wanted to lash back at him and just tell him off!!  Can anybody understand that one?  And I said, “Don’t do that.  It’s not him.  He is victim of spiritual forces inciting him, inciting his flesh.”  I said, “If you want to say anything, you say it to the spirit that’s addressing him.  You say, ‘In Jesus’ name, I command you to leave my husband alone!’”  Whooooooooooa!!  She did it, and her husband backed right off…he backed right off.  There are spiritual forces.  

Peter tells us, he says, “Be on the alert!  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour!!”

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 




    


          (1 Peter 5:8)

But Jesus gives us the answer to that.  He says, “But stand firm…what?  In the faith.”

9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.        

    


    (1 Peter 5:9-10)

You’ve got to know what you believe, and you’ve got to know why you believe it!  You’ve got to stand firm in the faith resisting that attack, and as you do so, he says he’ll leave…he’ll leave.  He can’t get anywhere with you. 

You see, the point is that Jesus provides protection.  That 4th covering of the tabernacle pictures Jesus in His protection that He provides for the believer.  It’s imperative however that we believe Him.  It’s imperative that we take Him at His word.  It’s imperative that we obey Him.  That’s where our protection is found: in faith and obedience.  Where’s our protection found?  (In faith and obedience.) Our protection is found in faith and obedience.  Our life is covered when we trust Him and when we obey Him.        

II)

Now, from verses 15-30 we come to the second section of this chapter.  This deals with the acacia wood framework over which these 4 coverings were draped.  The framework also was covered in what? Gold, that’s right.

15 "Make upright frames of acacia wood for the tabernacle. 16 Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit and a half wide, 17 with two projections set parallel to each other. Make all the frames of the tabernacle in this way. 18 Make twenty frames for the south side of the tabernacle 19 and make forty silver bases to go under them — two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 20 For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty frames 21 and forty silver bases — two under each frame. 22 Make six frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tabernacle, 23 and make two frames for the corners at the far end. 24 At these two corners they must be double from the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted into a single ring; both shall be like that. 25 So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases — two under each frame. 

26 "Also make crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 27 five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 28 The center crossbar is to extend from end to end at the middle of the frames. 29 Overlay the frames with gold and make gold rings to hold the crossbars. Also overlay the crossbars with gold. 

30 "Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the mountain.    (Exodus 26:15-30)

So, it was acacia wood overlaid with gold; we suggested that that might also picture who?  Jesus in His humanity and in His deity: the wood picturing His human nature, the gold picturing His divine nature.  Ok?  

The wood framework would symbolize stability and support.  Without the wood framework, there’s nothing to drape the curtains over, right?  They’d just flop to the ground—so there had to be a framework to provide stability and support.  We understand that.  That stability and support would be found also in the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus gives each believer…supports each believer’s life…gives each believer stability.  That’s why we trust in Him.  That’s why we hope in Him.  Without Christ there is no stability; there is no support—none whatsoever.  Our lives just collapse, don’t they?  Listen to what Isaiah says: Isaiah chapter 41.  God, speaking to Isaiah, 

10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will (What?) strengthen you and help you; I will (What?) uphold you with my righteous right hand.












       (Isaiah 41:10)

I don’t know about you but I can’t get a clearer picture of stability and support.  That’s a clear picture.  God says what?  He says, “I’m there.  I’m going to hold you up.  Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be dismayed.  I’m with you.  I’m there.  I’m holding you up.”  “Yeah—but, God, it doesn’t feel like it!  It doesn’t feel like it!!  It feels like everything is coming apart at the seams!!!”  “Don’t be afraid.”

The framework pictures Christ also…to support us and give our lives stability if you keep your focus and your faith on Him!!  

Now that framework was set in bases.  They had to make these bases to set the framework in.  The bases were made out of what?  (Silver)  Oh good, people are reading.  All right.  (
19 and make forty silver bases to go under them — two bases for each frame, one under each projection. 20 For the other side, the north side of the tabernacle, make twenty frames 21 and forty silver bases — two under each frame. 





25 So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver bases — two under each frame. 











     (Exodus 26:19-21, 25)

Each vertical frame was set in a silver base.  Each base weighed about 75 lbs….75lbs of silver!  A lot of silver.  Silver was a symbol of ransom or atonement.  The silver was collected, by the way, (and you read about this in Exodus 30:11-16 and 38:25-28)—the silver was collected by taking up an offering that is actually called “atonement money” or “ransom money.”

11 Then the LORD said to Moses, 12 "When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them when you number them. 13 Each one who crosses over to those already counted is to give a half shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. This half shekel is an offering to the LORD. 14 All who cross over, those twenty years old or more, are to give an offering to the LORD. 15 The rich are not to give more than a half shekel and the poor are not to give less when you make the offering to the LORD to atone for your lives. 16 Receive the atonement money from the Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of Meeting. It will be a memorial for the Israelites before the LORD, making atonement for your lives." 











           (Exodus 30:11-16)

Each Israelite man was to give atonement money in the form of silver.  And the silver then would be dedicated to the making of those foundations for the poles.  

25 The silver obtained from those of the community who were counted in the census was 100 talents and 1,775 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel — 26 one beka per person, that is, half a shekel, according to the sanctuary shekel, from everyone who had crossed over to those counted, twenty years old or more, a total of 603,550 men. 27 The 100 talents of silver were used to cast the bases for the sanctuary and for the curtain — 100 bases from the 100 talents, one talent for each base. 28 They used the 1,775 shekels to make the hooks for the posts, to overlay the tops of the posts, and to make their bands. 



           (Exodus 38:25-28)

Those silver bases were to be an ever-present reminder of man’s need for redemption.  At the very foundation of the tabernacle, the very foundation of the believer’s life, if you will, is redemption.  The very basis of our life is redemption.  We need to be redeemed.  And those silver bases, all of them ringing that tabernacle, holding up those curtains, would remind the priests, would remind the people of the basic need for redemption—the basic need for reconciliation with God.  We know that that reconciliation comes through Jesus.  So those silver bases would picture who?  Jesus, because it’s through Christ that we have reconciliation, that we have redemption.  True?  

So the tabernacle was, if you will, firmly planted on these 75 lb. bases, firmly planted in the shifting sands of the desert.  Your life and my life firmly planted in Christ in the shifting sands of this world and the wilderness in which we traverse.  Isn’t that a marvelous picture?  

Now, look at verse 30 with me.  Verse 30 says, 

30 "Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the mountain.         (Exodus 26:30)

You see that?  The instructions were to be exact.  The tabernacle was to be built exactly according to the plan, God’s plan—no shortcuts, no materials substituted for other materials/replaced with other materials, no dimensions were to be adjusted, no man-made suggestions were to be submitted.  The tabernacle had to be built exactly as God commanded.  What do you think that speaks to?  (  Obedience.  Unmitigated obedience.  Simple obedience.  Every parent understands this, right?  And the kid says, “But…but…but….” We say, “Just…do it…the way…I…tell…you!  What part of ‘No’ don’t you understand?”  (  Right?  

Simple obedience.  Look at this, Joshua 1:8.  God tells Joshua he’s going to go in and take the people in to possess the Promised Land.  He says, “Before you’re going to do this….”

8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do (What?) everything written in it. Then you will be (What?) prosperous and successful.   








          (Joshua 1:8)

If you want your life to be fruitful, if you want to live a long and happy life, if you want to live a fulfilling life, what should you do?  Live it as God designed!!!  Whatever you do, do as God says!  He’s not some Cosmic Killjoy.  He wants us to have a full life.  He said, “I came that you should have life and have it to the max!”

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 








         (John 10:10)

And that’s only through obedience.  “Yes, Lord.”  Not, “but…but…but….”  Shortcut, substitute something.  Noooo!!  Exactly as He said to do it!

Matthew 7:21, same principle.  Jesus says, 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who (What?) does the will of my Father who is in heaven.   


     (Matthew 7:21)

Walks obediently.  Obedience.  Why do we have such a hard time with obedience?  This flesh, the allurements of the world, demonic influence, temptation.

John 14:21.  This is really….we unwrap this verse….

21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who (likes me.  [Nooo!] He is the one who what?) loves me. 






       (John 14:21a)

Now I want you to notice something…please.  “Whoever has my commands….” Do we have His commands? (Yes)  “…and obeys them….” We obey Him.  That’s a sign that we really do love Him. “…he is the one who loves me.”

Now you and I have said this, and we’ve heard people say this—we’ve been confronted, or we’ve confronted people over disobedience, the willfulness in their life, and they say, “But I love Jesus.”  No you don’t!  “I love….”  No you don’t!  Don’t tell me you love Jesus if you’re going to be willful and disobedient and walk your own way.  You DO NOT love Him!!  You do not!!  Because He says it!  If you’re going to take shortcuts, if you’re going to make substitutions, if you’re going to rationalize, if you’re going to do whatever you do, DON’T say you love Him because YOU DON’T!!!  

A husband who loves his wife—he says, “I love you.  I love you.  I love you.”  Right?  Isn’t that nice to hear?  My wife loves to hear that.  She says, “Do you love me?”  “I love you.  I love you!  I love you so much!!” How does she really know?  Because he says it?  No, because he’s what?  Laying his life down for her.  It’s easy for a husband to say, “I love you.”  It’s a whole different ball game to lay his life down for her to demonstrate that he loves her.  Same principle.

Acts 5:29….  I know I’m going long.  Forgive me.  Acts 5:29—Peter and the other Apostles were forbidden, you recall, to preach in the name of Jesus, to do anything in the name of Jesus.  They weren’t to use His name, and Peter and they say, 

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!             (Acts 5:29)

Obedience, that’s what it’s all about. The tabernacle was to be built exactly according to God’s design.  The tabernacles of our life are to evidence God’s design, and they’ll only do so as we continue to learn to walk in obedience.  

III)

The third section, verses 31-35—the tabernacle was to be a tent with a very special inner curtain.  That inner curtain symbolized God’s holiness and man’s separation.  That special inner curtain was made just like the inner covering of the tabernacle—same linen woven with the same colors, cherubim embroidered into it.  

31 They also made crossbars of acacia wood: five for the frames on one side of the tabernacle, 32 five for those on the other side, and five for the frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle. 33 They made the center crossbar so that it extended from end to end at the middle of the frames. 34 They overlaid the frames with gold and made gold rings to hold the crossbars. They also overlaid the crossbars with gold. 

35 They made the curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman.




           (Exodus 26:31-35)

It separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  It symbolized Christ.  It symbolized Christ as the door or the way to God.  It barred fellowship.  

You recall in the end of the Gospel accounts, more particularly Matthew’s Gospel 27:51…the moment Jesus died on the cross, the inner curtain in the Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom as if the very hand, the invisible hand of God now tore open the way.  

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 







   (Matthew 27:51)

Jesus died.  His body was rent.  The curtain was torn.  Now He provides access through His body to the very presence of God. No longer is there a barrier between man and God.  Somebody say, “Hallelujah!!”  We have access to God!!  

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 


         (Hebrews 10:19-21)

IV)

And lastly, the last 2 verses of our chapter, verses 36-37, speak of the outer curtain.

36 "For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen — the work of an embroiderer. 37 Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast five bronze bases for them.           (Exodus 26:36-37)

This curtain separated the Holy Place from the Outer Courtyard.  It was identical to the inner curtain with one exception.  There were no cherubim embroidered on this outer curtain.  

The poles were set in bronze bases as opposed to silver bases.  Again, the bronze base harkens back to the bronze altar where the sacrifices were made.  Those bronze bases spoke of the sin offering.  Before an Israelite could even begin to approach God, before an Israelite, through the priest, could offer acceptable worship, he must deal with his sins; he did so at that bronze altar.  And the bases, holding that framework that held up that outer curtain, were also bronze to symbolize the need for cleansing in order to approach God for worship.  The symbolism is significant.

That outer curtain also points us to Jesus as the doorway…not only to forgiveness of sin but to the deeper things of God.  To get through that first curtain…when the priest entered through that first curtain, representing the people, having offered the sacrifices, the sin offering, and now he can begin to enter in to the deeper things of God represented in the Holy Place.  

You and I long for the deeper things of God.  Listen to what Paul says in Philippians 3:10, He says, 

10 I want to know Christ….





           (Philippians 3:10a)

Well, wait a minute!!  Doesn’t Paul already know Christ?  “Yeah, but I really want to know Him!”  When you’re in love with somebody, you want to know that person.  You want to know everything about them!  You want to know them more intimately than just a surface relationship.  Isn’t that true?  And there are people in our life who we don’t really want to know intimately.  (  We’re just as fine knowing them on the surface.  (  But there are certain people…we just want to know them!  That’s what he’s saying.  He says,   

10 I want to know Christ and (I want to know…) the power of his resurrection…(!)  











           (Philippians 3:10a)

But not only that, the telltale sign that he really wants to press in to the deeper things of God (Dave talked about this, Cindy spoke of this [Editor’s Note:  Pastor Zac is referring to two testimonies given at the start of service]),

 …and the fellowship of sharing in his suffering….


           (Philippians 3:10b)

Oh man!  You don’t get to know somebody until you suffer with them, until you walk with them, until you enter into that fellowship of suffering.

…becoming like him in his death….           



           (Philippians 3:10c)

That’s the culmination.  To really…and we’re not talking about physical death, we’re talking about absolutely dying to yourself—absolutely denying yourself.  

Hebrews 6:1, 

6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to (What?) maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God.   










       (Hebrews 6:1) 










We want to press on in.  We want to know the deeper things of God.  I want to know God more intimately, more substantially.  I want my faith to be rich!!

1 Peter 2, 

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.    


     (1 Peter 2:2-3)

Oh my!  I’ve had a taste!  I’ve had a taste of God!!!  We want people to come—people who are unsaved to come in our midst.  We want them, by their experience with us, to begin to taste how good God is and for them to long to know Him and to know Him deeper and deeper.  And how are they going to do that except that we follow Christ?  We blaze a trail, so to speak, and they come after us.  Isn’t that true?  

That outer curtain pictures all of that—entrance into the deeper, richer things of God. 

Beloved, we are the present tabernacles.  It all boils down to this:  As the tabernacle symbolizes all that we’ve spoken about this morning, our lives should reflect all these things among others.  You ask yourself these two questions:  How do I worship, and how do I live?  How do I worship and how do I live?!  That sums up this whole lesson.  That sums up the lesson of the tabernacle.  Amen!

God, Thank You for this patient congregation.  Thank You, Lord, that they’re attentive, and they do want to press in to the deeper things that You have. I pray, Lord, that we would honor You in everything that we do and that we would live our lives, literally, as an act of worship.  Lord, thank You.  We love You.  We give You praise in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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